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“And You may then revolve what tales | have told you
Of courts, of princes, of the tricks in war:
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But being so allow’d: To apprehend thus,

Draws us a profit from all things we see:

And often, to our comfort, shall we find

The sharded beetle in a safer hold

Than is the full-wing’d eagle. O, this life

Is nobler, than attending for a check;

Richer, than doing nothing for a bauble;

Prouder, than rustling in unpaid-for silk.”  CYMBELINE.
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PREFACE.

REFACES have, generally, one of three objects; either to solicit favour, to
apologize for defects, or to afford explanation. The following pages may,
perhaps, require a short notice with more than one of those views.

After the death of the Lord President Forbes, in 1747, a period of nearly 40
years elapsed, during which his son and grandson made only short and unfrequent
visits to Scotland; and there is every probability, that not the nature only, but even
the very existence of these Papers, had eluded recollection. Certain it is, that they
must have narrowly escaped destruction by a fire which consumed the old castle
of Culloden about thirty years ago.

When Mr. Home was writing his “History of the Rebellion of 1745,” he either
had been informed, or conjectured, that important documents relative to his
subject might be found in the possession of the Culloden family. With this view,
he paid a visit to the Highlands in the autumn of 1791; and it is extremely
unlikely, from the acknowleged liberality of the Proprietor, that, had the existence
of the Papers been then known, he would have been disappointed in the object of
his journey. A reference, however, to his publication will show, that he did not
derive any material advantage from his visit at Culloden House.

About five years since, a similar anxiety for information occasioned a partial
search to be made by a gentleman of erudition, in the county of Inverness, at the
instance of a friend in the South of Scotland. On this occasion, a small number of
Papers were procured and transmitted; but the undertaking, for the purpose of
which the search had been made, having been relinquished, the documents were
returned with the same handsome alacrity with which they had been granted. It is
really extraordinary, that this partial discovery of Papers did not lead to a more
careful investigation. The design of publishing a book, however, is not among
those most frequently entertained by country Gentlemen; and, admitting that it
might have occurred to some acquaintance of the family who was more
immediately attached to literary pursuits, it must also be allowed, that there is a
considerable delicacy to be overcome, before a Gentleman can request a free
inspection of family papers.

But for an accident, the mention of which would be wholly uninteresting to the
public, it is probable, that the Culloden Papers would still have remained in the
obscurity and oblivion, into which inadvertence had thrown them. In exploring
some dark and unfrequented recesses of the House of Culloden for purposes of a
very different nature, in the year 1812, two large chests and three sacks were
found, containing the materials, a careful selection from which forms the contents
of the present volume; mingled, without the least order, or indication of previous
inspection, with the lumber of local and uninteresting documents, of useless
accounts, trivial memoranda, and law papers, of all dates within the last 200
years.



From this chaotic mass of Manuscripts, a selection of what was considered as
best calculated to subserve the purpose of history was made, and put to the press
in chronological succession. The Editor, however, had frequent occasions to
regret, that many of the Papers were either Letters requiring Answers, to which no
Answers could be found; or Answers to Letters that seemed to have no existence;
or, again, Letters referring to others which could not be traced.

When the printing had been far advanced, this circumstance, so much to be
regretted, induced a more eager search, and a hamper of similar Papers was
brought to light. It was impossible, however, now to interfere with the
chronological order that had been adopted; and it was deemed expedient to form a
second part of the Collection, under the name of Addenda; to recommence, like
the former, according to their dates; which would furnish an easy clew to the
Reader, for connecting and associating Papers, on similar subjects, that had been
printed in the former part of the Volume. Of these last Papers, not a few may,
perhaps, be found even more interesting than those which had been previously
inserted.

The Editor hopes that he may be allowed to deprecate any displeasure being
felt by Noblemen or Gentlemen of the present day, on account of the mention
incidentally made of their ancestors, &c. To have omitted their names altogether,
would have destroyed the interest of the Letters; and to have inserted them by
initials only, would, without answering any purpose of concealment, have seemed
to intimate, that they did not appear in a creditable point of view; which, in many
instances, will be far from the conviction of liberal minds, that can connect
circumstances with the times in which they happened. The expressions which one
man employs in writing of another, are often far from being those of his serious
sentiments: allowance must be made for momentary irritation, for conflicting
interests, and for what, perhaps, is esteemed address and dexterity in pushing on
the business of life. Amongst other instances, we may particularize the notice (in
page 33) which Lord Lovat takes of his neighbours and kinsmen in the Aird: so
far from his real sentiments being those expressed in his letter, it is well known
that he gloried in those gentlemen being part of his clan, and that he knew they
were men of handsome independent estates (situated in the fairest district of the
Highlands), and of education and honour; and of all the various circumstances
upon which his Lordship piqued himself, the distinction of being the head of these
very Barons was by far the dearest to his heart. Many other instances might, if
necessary, be quoted, in which the momentary expression of anger or contempt
could be resolved into the same want of temper or of sincerity.

As to the tendency of many of the Highland chieftains and their clans in favour
of the exiled family, whatever opinions divided the kingdom at that time, this
cannot now be a subject requiring vindication; and if it raise a glow upon the faces
of their descendants, it is not likely to be the blush of shame. Error may be
produced by the excess of the noble, as well as by that of the baser passions; but
while courage, disinterestedness, generosity, fidelity, compassion, and gratitude
for former benefits bestowed, shall continue to be esteemed among the human
virtues; the actions of their fathers and of their adherents need not in future create



unpleasing sensations. Time, which buries in promiscuous ruin and oblivion the
hopes and fears of mankind, has long disarmed this subject of its acrimony, and
justly appreciated its merits. Of late, we have seen our venerable Monarch
liberally assisting the last heir of the ancient rivals of his House, during the
downfall whereinto France had plunged the Church, of which he was one of the
pillars, and himself; and we know, that the latest moments of this solitary
representative of that House, so long pursued by misfortune, were employed in
declaring his willing resignation of its long unavailing pretensions, and in blessing
That Family to whose generosity he had been so deeply indebted.

March 1, 1815.
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INTRODUCTION

On presenting the following papers to the Public, it may not be improper to give
a short biographical sketch of the members of the Culloden family, who were
chiefly concerned; particularly of the Lord President Duncan Forbes, a man
whose public and private virtues justly raised him to celebrity. Persons who have
been most successful in writing the lives of eminent men, have been surprised to
find, in their researches, how soon those, who might be supposed to be most
generally known, have, after their deaths, become difficult to trace, and so have
afforded but scanty materials for the biographer. In this respect likewise it may be
observed, that men of literary eminence (and those whose history does not present
the animating vicissitudes of life incident to the warrior, to the traveller, and to
him who emerges from poverty, and the humbler walks of life, to dignity,
notoriety, or opulence,) generally afford but meagre subjects for narrative; and the
attention is, perhaps, more forcibly excited by the varied history of a vicious man,
than by the gradual and expected ascent to dignity and fame of him who, born in
the higher class of society, pursues, without deviating, the usual road to eminence:
the want of surprising incidents in his life, however, does not detract from the
admiration due to the unvarying tenor of excellence in the career of a great and
virtuous man; and that of President Forbes was so connected with the most
important transactions of his time, as to deserve a fuller account than is
compatible with the nature of this work,

Duncan Forbes, the great grandfather? of the Lord President Forbes, was member

' The perusal of history too often shews, that those whose folly or crimes
produce lamentable events in the sequel, escape from feeling their effects, and
leave their descendants to expiate what they have had no blame in producing; this
was the case with Charles 1st; who, perhaps, may be forgiven for the worst of his
actions, if we except that which fixed his own destiny, and for which he could
never forgive himself (the death of Strafford), for he never smiled afterwards. A
multitude of events conspired to draw forth the disturbances which heavily
threatened the kingdoms before the death of James 1st. In England, the jealous
policy of Henry 7th had abased the nobility, the natural support of the crown, and
given birth to a new race of small proprietors, who aspired to independence. The
selfish policy and passions of his son had pulled down the clergy; commerce had
introduced the influence of extensive fortunes gained by men of no family; and
the reformation excited a spirit of discussion dangerous to a government reared
with no consent except the fiat of the conqueror. The Scotch nation, and, of
course, a Scotch succession to the crown, was odious to the English people. The
person and character of James were calculated to excite contempt; and the three
kingdoms were truly, as Henry 4th remarked, “too fine a morsel for a pedant.”
The Tudor princes might be hated, but they were far from being contemptible; and
they might with justice use this maxim to their subjects, odeant dum metuunt.
James was both hated and despised; and it must be owned, that he appears to have



been a cruel, timid, sensual, and despicable prince, unable to govern his own
family. Some of his letters, lately published, admit of no rational explanation,
except one so abominably degrading to his nature, as might shake the character of
a more unexceptionable man. The power of this monarch being weakened and
precarious in England, the Presbyterians, who had long been bringing it into
disrepute in Scotland, gained additional courage and strength to keep pace with
their English brethren, until the monarchy was subverted. Scotland indeed, after
the accession of James, was always regulated by the destiny of England. The
character of James 1st, and of his court, and of Charles 1st, are so well given by
Mrs. Hutchinson, and that of the former conduced so materially to the events in
which the Forbes’s of Culloden were actors, that we insert them: as to Charles 1st,
it is probable that no prudence could have saved the monarchy from the storm and
ruin which was ready to burst upon it at his accession.

“The Court of this King (James 1st) was a nursery of lust and intemperance. He
had brought with him a company of poore Scotts, who, coming into this plentiful
kingdome, surfitted with riot and debaucheries, and gott all the riches of the land
to cast away. The honor, wealth, and glory of the nation, wherein Queene
Elizabeth left it, were soon prodigally wasted by this thriftlesse heir; the nobility
of the land utterly debased by setting honors to publick sale, and conferring them
on persons that had neither blood nor meritt fit to weare, nor estates to bear up
their titles, but were fain to invent projects to pill the people, and pick their purses
for the maintenance of vice and lewdness; the generality of the gentry of the lande
soon learnt the Court fashion; and every greate house in the country became a sty
of uncleannesse. To keep the people in this deplorable security till vengeance
overtook them, they were entertained with masks, stage plays, and sorts of ruder.
sports. Then began murther, incest, adultery, drunkenesse, swearing, fornication,
and all sort of ribaldry, to be no concealed, but countenanced vices,— because
they held such conformity with the Court example.”—Again: “Those sermons
only pleased, that flattered them in their vices, and told the poor King that he was
Solomon; that his sloth and cowardice, by which he betrayed the cause of God
and the honor of the nation, was gospell meaknesse and peaceablenesse; for
which they raised him above the heavens, while he lay wallowing like a swine in
the mire of his lust. He had a little learning, and that they called the spirit of
wisdom; and so magnified him, and so falsely flattered him,j that he could not
endure the words of truth and soundnesse, but rewarded these base, wicked,
unfaithfull fawners, with rich preferments, attended with pomps and titles which
heaved them up above a humane height.” Mrs. H. describes further the characters
of the King and his minions, and the events to which they gave rise, with much
spirit. Of Charles 1st she gives the following sketch, which, as the lady was a
rigid puritan, must be admired for its impartiality.

The face of the Court was much changed in the change of the King; for King
Charles was temperate, chaste, and serious; so that the fools and bawds, mimicks
and catamites, of the former Court, grew out of fashion; and the nobility and
courtiers, who did not quite abandon their debosheries, had yet that reverence to
the King, to retire into corners to practise them. Men of learning and ingenuity in



of parliament and provost of the town of Inverness. He was descended from the
family of Lord Forbes, through that of Tolquhoun® as a narrative in the

all arts were in esteeme, and received encouragement from the King; who was a
most excellent judge and a great lover of paintings, carvings, gravings, and many
other ingenuities, less offensive than the bawdrys and prophane abusive witt
which was the only exercise of the other Court.”

She then proceeds to attribute the king’s hostility to the puritans, which was
greater than his father’s, to the Queen, Laud, and Strafford; and to the flattery of
the prelacy, which preached up his prerogative; likewise to his self-will, and great
desire of uncontrolled power, more than to religious motives; for it was his
principle (she says), that “an honest man might be saved in any profession.” She
is very severe upon Charles for his want of good-faith in his dealings with the
puritans; which charge, indeed, cannot be said to want foundation.

Mrs. H. attributes the favour of Buckingham with James to no other merit
except his beauty and prostitution; and says, it was believed, that the monarch
died poisoned by his favourite*, for fear that his weakness should sacrifice him to
his enemies. The peaceable end of his reign she thus describes: “The land was
then at peace; if that quietnesse may be called a peace, which was rather like the
calme and smooth surface of the sea, whose darke womb is already impregnated
of a horrid tempest.”

It must be owned, that there is a strong resemblance between the habits and
reigns of James 1st and Lewis 15th, as to their private lives, the disaffection
which their conduct made a legacy to their heirs, and as to the practices and vices
of their courtiers. Their successors, Charles, and Lewis 16th, have been compared
by many: both erred alike in one respect (which may perhaps be rather imputable
to their embarrassing and multifarious transactions, than to themselves); viz. not
acting as if it was requisite to keep rigidly their good faith with their subjects
when enemies: this afforded the chief grounds of accusation against both princes.
If Charles retains more of our esteem than Lewis, it is owing to his military career
alone: both princes were privately virtuous; but Lewis deserved well of the French
nation in many respects. The English nation does not appear to have received any
boon from Charles: the heart bleeds for Lewis, because he might be called
innocent at least of blood, was mild, and a benefactor to his butchers; it bleeds for
Charles, because he was virtuous, magnanimous at the last, a warrior, and
unfortunate.

* Dr.Eglesham, the king’s physician, confirms this; and likewise, that he
poisoned the Marquis of Hamilton.

> The families of Baillie of Dunean, and Frazer of Foyers, in Inverness-shire,
are descended of this Duncan Forbes’s daughters.

* This is mentioned as the case in Nisbett’s Heraldry, and Shaw’s History of
Moray; and likewise appears in numerous letters of Lord Forbes to the president’s
father and grandfather.



handwriting of the president’s father informs us, and purchased the barony* of
Culloden from the Laird of Mackintosh in 1625. During the civil commotions
which disturbed the kingdom in the reign of Charles the First, and after the death
of that prince, he seems to have adhered to the Presbyterian party, and to have
aided all the measures in which the Marquis of Argyll participated; and from his
situation as chief magistrate of an important town, his assistance must have been
of much consequence. He died in 1654, aged 82 years, as appears by the
following epitaph:

“Here lye the bodies of Duncan Forbes of Culloden, and his spouse
Janet Forbes; lineally descended of the honourable families of Tolquhoun
and Corsinday (°) respectively; who departed this life, viz. the said Janet,
aged 66, upon the 8" day of November Anno 1651 and the said Duncan,
aged 82, upon the 14" day of October 1654—

“These Polish’d Stones

Rais’d here above thy bones,

Add to thy honor not a whitt;

Which was before, and still remains, compleit.
Thy memorie will ever recent bee,

Preserv’d by such as draw their blood from thee;
Who in reguarde

Of thy good fame,

Receive rewarde

By claimeing to thy name;

For thy remains give honor to this place,

And thy true vertue honors all thy race.”

In the year 1684, his son erected a monument to his memory, at the expense of
£1000. Scots, in the chapel yard of Inverness. This (though it may not appear
large when reduced to sterling money) was a very great sum in those days in point
of efficacy; for, a variety of facts could be adduced to shew, that in the purchase
of land a Scotch pound was then more efficacious than a pound sterling at
present.®

* This estate had been but a short time possessed by the family of Mackintosh,
during which the castle was begun and built up to the first story. It had previously
belonged to a family of the name of Strahan; and before that, to one of the name
of Edmestone, as is evident from the old sasines.

> This family is likewise descended from that of Lord Forbes. Vide Nisbett’s
Heraldry.

® Duncan Forbes had a brother James, who became lord of La Faye, in France.
About 1650, he was engaged in a law suit, which, after lasting for ten years,
seems to have ended in the destruction of his fortune. The judgment and passions
of the judges appear to have been propitiated by every art of prose and poetry,
Latin and French, in voluminous printed memorials; and the variety of procedure
far surpasses that described in Racine’s comedy Les Plaideurs. The litigants at



Duncan Forbes was succeeded by his eldest son John, who was likewise
provost of Inverness (we believe, member of parliament for it), and the friend and
coadjutor of the Marquis of Argyll.” Upon the Restoration, although he escaped
the unhappy fate of that nobleman, and of others who were put to death, still, his
name being in the list of persons exempted from the Act of Indemnity, he was
involved in all the vexatious and tyrannical acts of vengeance, short of death,
which disgraced the reign of Charles the Second. He was severely fined, and both
himself and family were tormented with every species of civil and ecclesiastical
oppression. Misfortune, and experience of the world, had taught this monarch
disguise and hypocrisy, without eradicating his cruel and tyrannical disposition;
and as he hated the Presbyterians in Scotland, he saw no motives for not indulging
his revenge against them. In England, the case was different; particularly at the
beginning of his reign: the warriors of Naseby and Worcester had taught him to
fear the valour of his enemies; and he long walked cautiously over what he
thought covered fire, ignes suppositos cinere doloso. His question of “Where are
my enemies?” which he put upon landing, and which has been stated as
complimentary, was probably dictated by his suspicions; and his first declarations,
such as being most particularly fond of parliaments, and regretting not having
funds to entertain the members, could deceive no man of sense, and, compared
with the sequel of his reign, shew that fear (which the course of years removed)
was alone the motive of all the seeming urbanity and facetiousness of his
behaviour: on every occasion when he escaped from the impulse of this base
feeling, he evinced an unbounded thirst for blood, and the exercise of undue
power.

In the course of life it may be observed, that what is at first taken as a
misfortune conduces often, when conscience directs the conduct, to our happiness
in the sequel; and

“Oft the cloud which wraps the present hour
Serves but to brighten all our future days.”

The truth of this observation, if not felt by John Forbes, was at least evident to his
family after his death. The frowning aspect of government, by introducing the

last, in agony, call heaven and earth to witness the ruinous expense of the law-
suit.

7 Upwards of 18,000 persons are said to have been put to death in Scotland,
during the reigns of Charles 2nd and James 2nd, for religious or political
opinions. In the Marquis of Argyll’s indictment, Cromwell’s name is repeatedly
mentioned in such indecorous terms as the following, which do his memory less
dishonour, than they do to the want of dignity and propriety in the Kking’s
advocate:—“Monster of men and cruel regicide, Oliver Cromwell;” “Oliver
Cromwell, that monster of men, vilest of traitors, most cruel murderer, bloody
tyrant and usurper;” “Archtyrant and traitor;” “abominable traitor and usurper;”
“vile usurper;” “cruel bloody murderer and usurper,” &c. A few years before, the
Scotch had resolved to erect a statue to Oliver Cromwell.



habits of economical and private living, instead of, hospitality and expense, into
his family, must have conduced to the accumulation of his fortune; and about the
year 1670 his landed estate was doubled by the purchase of the barony or
Ferintosh, and the estate of Bunchrew®. He died about the period of the
Revolution, leaving by his wife Anna Dunbar (a daughter, we believe, of Dunbar
of Hempriggs, in the county of Moray) a large family, and was succeeded by his
eldest son Duncan, who had received a very liberal education at Bourges, and in
different parts of the Continent.

In 1685, the succession of James 7th to the throne seemed, if possible, to
consign Scotland to a lower state of degradation and slavery than she had yet
reached. It has been justly remarked, that in the former reign she enjoyed less
freedom than the most despotically governed kingdom in Europe. The dreadful
severities following the Rye-house plot, and the expeditions of Monmouth and
Argyll, seemed to have extirpated the last champions, and stifled the last sighs, for
liberty; and the nation exhibited the disgaceful appearance of being pleased with
the chains which he could not shake off. James possessed, in darker or lighter
shades, all the bad qualities of his brother, except his cunning; and had he been
more open to good advice, less ardent, and less bigoted, these realms would
possibly have been consigned for ages to political insignificance and slavery.
Providence, however, ordained otherwise, and drew forth, from the infatuated
folly and perseverance of the tyrant, the unlooked-for spirit and exertion which
caused his overthrow.® Till the great blow was struck in England, much vigour of

® These estates were the patrimony of a son of Lord Lovat. The word Ferintosh
signifies the Thane’s land, it having been part of the thanedom of Calder
(celebrated in Macbeth).

° Several historians have attempted to decorate the character of James 2nd with
personal courage; and his behaviour at the action of Southwold Bay has been
quoted as a proof. That he was in that battle is certain, and in some danger; but
how the conduct of a British Admiral quitting his ship repeatedly when hotly
engaged, going on board Sir Edward Spragge’s ship, and calling out, “Spragge,
Spragge, they follow us still,” can be reckoned any thing else than cowardice, we
are at a loss to discover. The story of Brounker shews cunning, cowardice, and
court intrigue; but this affair never was cleared up, as it ought to have been, by a
court martial: how a court martial would treat these matters is known to every
officer; we shall only contrast them with Nelson’s conduct during the hottest fire
at Copenhagen;—when he exclaimed, “It is warm work; and this day may be the
last to any of us at a moment; but, mark you! | would not be elsewhere for
thousands.” James was equally careful of himself when shipwrecked in 1682, and
at the battle of the Boyne, as at Southwold Bay; and no action of his life displays
the smallest intrepidity. He has been said to have piqued himself upon a faithful
regard to his word; yet his conduct to Major Holmes, and several others, shews
that no dependence could be placed upon his good faith, when the life of a victim
was to be saved. The cool cruelty, and unrelenting butcheries, in vain attempted to
be laid to the exclusive charge of Jefferies, evince an ungovernable appetite for
blood in this tyrant, who knew not how to pardon in any case. Hume’s partiality



resistance to a government established by the bloody severity of twenty-five years
could not be expected; and the Scotch nation’® seemed rather willing to follow the
course of events than to direct them: so true it is,"* that the worst symptom of men
reduced to slavery is, the loss of the desire of breaking their chains. It is but
justice to Duncan Forbes to state, that he was among the first and the most
strenuous of those patriots who, in Scotland, secretly prepared, or openly brought
forward, those events which tended to produce the overthrow of the tyrant, and
secured his exclusion; and as he was a member in the Scotch parliament, his
decided love of freedom made him a very conspicuous character in that assembly;
and one, finally, not very manageable even by the ministers of King William or
Queen Anne.

The year after the Revolution, his estates of Culloden and Ferintosh were
ravaged by the soldiers of Buchan and Cannon, and the houses and other property
destroyed, to the amount of £54,000. Scotch money, as ascertained by a regular
proof. His hostility to the Jacobite interest was the avowed cause for those
outrages; and his known merit in promoting the Revolution, no doubt, was the
real cause of the favourable result of his claim for compensation by the Scotch
parliament; which was made by a perpetual grant of a liberty to distill into spirits
the grain of the barony of Ferintosh, upon paying a small specific composition in
lieu of excise: the value of this privilege, and its fate, shall be stated hereafter.

The following extract from a journal of events kept by Mr. Forbes will shew
how much his services were valued by King William:—“At that time | contrived
the sending him (his brother John) to the Prince of Orange with our address,
which took effect. I was in London in 1690, and wrote down scrolls of such letters
as | would have his colonel write to Portland anent his officers; and by that
means, and other management, got him made major of that regiment; the secretary
Melville being zealous for Carlipp, and Mackay for his cousin Roubigill: the king,
upon knowing that John was my brother, immediately. caused write him down
major, because he meant to gratify me, to whom he then looked upon himself to

to this king is wonderful.

* Poor Carstairs, the editor of the State Papers, was thumb-screwed in presence
of the privy council; the lords directing the application of the torture to this poor
clergyman.

' Torture, which was not abolished till after the Union, had been pretty
rigorously made use of during the reigns of Charles 2nd and James 7th*. It may
be remarked, that the practice of torture is only timorously mentioned as improper
in certain cases, in the Scotch List of Grievances: the rest of the paper breathes no
very exalted impatience of tyranny; and had not the genius of England carried
Scotland along with it of necessity, there can be no doubt that the latter would
easily have relapsed into her chains in spite of the Presbyterians.

" This is the remark of J. J. Rousseau, who compares a people in this state of
slavery to those persons fabled to have been enchanted in the Island of Calypso,
who lost all desire of extricating themselves.



be beholden; nor would he be brought to alter it in favour of either Mackay or
Melville.”

Duncan Forbes was married to Mary Innes, daughter of the Laird of Innes, a
family long established in the county of Moray, with the dignity of baronet; and
which, through the female line, has lately succeeded to the dukedom of Roxburgh.
By her he left two sons, John and Duncan (the Lord President), and several
daughters:* he latterly served in parliament for the county of Nairn, and died in
1704. Of his brothers, John™ was a lieutenant-colonel in the army, and Sir
David' Forbes, of Newhall, an eminent lawyer. After his death, the Union in
1707 tended to smooth the asperity of many of the feudal remains of tyranny in
Scotland, and to shed the influence of English independence and manners, and
perhaps of English laws (at least in criminal cases), over that kingdom; and the
sources of future prosperity were prepared and rendered so obvious, that many
who had opposed the Union became hostile to the dissolution of it afterwards,
when it was agitated; of which number his son John Forbes, who was in
parliament, was one. We shall now proceed to notice his second son.

DUNCAN FORBES was born in Inverness-shire™® upon the 10th November 1685,
and after being some time at the school of Inverness was sent at an early age to
Edinburgh, where he prosecuted his studies at the different seminaries of that
capital, and gave very early indications of that genius and application for which
he was afterwards distinguished.

It has been repeatedly asserted, that he had a juvenile bias towards the military
profession; which is not improbable, as he had an uncle and several other relations
in the army. This inclination, however (if he really had such), does not appear to
have been long entertained, as he commenced the study of the law in the
chambers of professor Spottiswood in the year 1704; in which year likewise he
lost his father, who was succeeded by John Forbes, his eldest son, in all his landed
property. It was extremely fortunate for Mr. Duncan Forbes, that this loss was
greatly mitigated by the care and unceasing friendship of his brother, who for the
period of thirty years, during which he survived his father, appears to have

2 From daughters of Duncan Forbes are descended Ross of Kendeace, Innes of
Innes, and Urquhart of Burdzards.

B This Lieutenant Colonel John Forbes was employed (as he was at any rate
going north) to carry the order respecting the Glencoe affair to Sir John Hill,
governor of Fort William; and it is but justice to the memories of both to state,
that they expressed their horror at the order when the letter was opened.

' Sir David Rae, of Eskgrove, is descended from Sir David Forbes’s daughter.

® We are not certain, whether Duncan Forbes was born at Culloden or
Bunchrew; but rather judge the latter, because his grandfather and grandmother
occupied Culloden at the time of his birth; his father and mother living at
Bunchrew till 1698, when his grandmother, who held the whole barony of
Culloden as jointure, died.



behaved with the greatest affection and generosity towards him: of this conduct he
had never cause to repent; and towards the close of his life had only to reproach
his brother (as he indeed did) for the extreme delicacy which induced him to
decline those marks of affection which he was ever ready to bestow.

Although Mr. Forbes had begun the study of the law in Edinburgh, the tide of
celebrity had not yet reached its university, and he found it extremely ill
appointed in teachers. This want induced all the young men, whose fortunes
permitted them, to resort to those seminaries on the Continent which were
rendered illustrious by the reputation of their professors; and at this period Leyden
seems to have supplanted Bourges, a city which had formerly generally attracted
the Scotch youth intent upon legal knowledge. Mr. Forbes therefore, after a short
time spent in Edinburgh in studying the law, took up his residence in Leyden®® in
1705, and applied with the greatest assiduity to his studies under the professors of
that university. Of the intenseness and success of his application in general, some
judgement may be formed from the great extent of his acquirements in languages
as well as law (which in the former Comprehended the Hebrew and several other
Eastern languages), and from his rapid rise into reputation and business upon his
commencing practice. His conduct was, indeed, quite the contrary of that of
almost all the English youths who resorted to the different cities of Europe, which
were usually disturbed by the riot and debauchery of those striplings, who repaid
the forbearance and politeness of the inhabitants with contempt and arrogance;
and returned to their native country as ignorant as when they left it, but much
more depraved; generally carrying nothing home but the absurdities and vices
which they met with. As he states in one of his letters, “he bought his books, upon
coming to Leyden, that he might make use of them;” whereas with the generality
of students the custom was, to make the payment of such articles a pretext for
drawing money to defray other debts upon leaving the place.

In 1707 Mr. Forbes returned to Scotland, and to the study of the Scotch law,
and was admitted Advocate on the 26th July 1709, when in his 24th year: a period
somewhat late, if we consider how early his studies began, and with what success
they were prosecuted.

' In a short Memoir of the life of President Forbes, lately prefixed to his
Works, it is said, that he laid out his patrimony, £550. sterling, in commerce. This
is possible; though, as he studied the law in Edinburgh at the age of 19, and was
engaged in the same pursuit at Leyden from the age of 20 to 22, and afterwards in
Edinburgh again till 1709, when admitted Advocate, he must be supposed to have
had little time for the pursuits of commerce. It is indeed true, that he might have
adventured his patrimony in a commercial speculation, and lost it (as said in the
Memoir), without being what can be termed engaged in commerce as a man of
business before studying the law, as the memoir intimates that he was.

The Memoir accuses both Duncan Forbes and his brother of being bousers in
their youth: that the elder brother was, may be true; but the younger had neither
time nor inclination to merit such a title.



The warm friendlhip of the family of Argyll, which had probably been
instrumental in inclining Mr. Forbes to the profession of the law, did not long
leave him unprovided; and he obtained the place of Sheriff of Mid-Lothian very
soon after his appearance at the bar. The Earl of Hay (brother of John Duke of
Argyll), who was afterwards known as Archibald Duke of Argyll, took a very
active interest in his success in life, and entrusted his most weighty affairs to his
management and judgement at this early period: a compliment which must have
been very advantageous and honourable to so young a man, from a nobleman of
so high a character for discernment; since, as has been said of amusement, it may
be said of business, that no man is a hypocrite to the loss of his own interest. The
Duke of Argyll afterwards committed the direction of his estates (during his own
absence) to Mr. Forbes, which has probably given rise to the assertion, in some
publication, that he acted as factor'’ for this nobleman:; a situation (according to
the acceptation of the word in Scotland) totally inconsistent with his views and
habits of life, and which, it is probable, no consideration could have induced him
to accept; and it is a fact, that the same friendship, which led him at first to give
his advice and assistance in the absence of this noble proprietor, induced him to
continue his exertions in the same line, and to the same extent, after he had risen
to the first legal situations in the kingdom.

To his profession, therefore, he had chiefly to look for the means of his
immediate expenditure; for although his brother was both rich and generous, yet a
spirit of proper independence made him ever unwilling to be burdensome even to
one whose greatest pleasure consisted in sharing his fortune with him; and his
patrimony, although it might sound largely when counted in the merks or pounds
of Scotland, yet, when reduced to sterling money, did not exceed an
inconsiderable sum: the pride or prudence of the Scotch gentry having always
strongly biassed them to sacrifice the comfort of the younger branches of their
families to the splendour of the heir.

As Mr. Forbes, however, was allowed the first rank for eloquence at the bar,
was extensively employed both in his practice before the Court of Session and
afterwards before the House of Lords, had a natural turn for expense, and lived in
the best company, we may infer that his emoluments were considerable; and we
may be certain, that in the successful pursuit of a lucrative profession with
unrivalled eclat, he felt the most agreeable sensation experienced by men of
talents, that of owing little to interest or friends; for even friendship will not go
the length of risking much for the sake of conferring the trifling obligation of a
short employment; and though interest may elevate a practitioner to the bench, it
cannot be supposed to assist him much at the bar. With the means of his
livelihood greatly depending on his own exertions, he was not prevented from
entering into the matrimonial state: he had been an admirer of the daughter of

Y The Duke of Argyll proffered to him the management of his estate in
Scotland. This Mr. Forbes readily accepted; but declined taking any pension or
reward, though he might have made £600 yearly by it. Vide Memoir prefixed to
his Works.



Hugh Rose, of Kilravock, in his own youth, and almost from her infancy; and the
vicinity of the residence of the lady to Culloden must have afforded them frequent
opportunities of improving their acquaintance. Though her family was among the
most ancient, and the estates of her father ample, it is not probable that she added
much to the pecuniary resources of her husband; but we have convincing proofs
that she brought beauty and accomplishments, which were all that he desired,;
with this lady, however, he was not long blessed; for she died young at no distant
period after their marriage®®.

® This Lady, whose name was Mary, left him his son and successor John
Forbes. She is much celebrated by a poet called J. Colme, who seems to have
gained a livelihood by writing laudatory pieces in English and Latin verse.

Mr. Forbes did not marry after her death.—The present Mrs. Rose, of
Kilravock, a lady possessing great literary and musical, as well as the more usual
female accomplishments, favoured us with the following information: “His
Lordship (the President) was not only an honour to his family, but to the human
species; and we venerate, here, even a grey rock in the wood, where he used
sometimes to meet his lady, on whom he made the beautiful verses beginning

“Ah, Chloris! could I now but sit
As unconcern’d as when

Your infant beauty could beget
No happiness nor pain, &c.”

As a specimen of Mr. Forbes’s abilities for light versification, we give the rest of
this song, which gained many admirers in Scotland.

When | this dawning did admire,
And prais’d the coming day,

| little thought that rising fire
Would take my rest away.

2.

Your charms in harmless childhood lay
As metals in the mine;

Age from no face takes more away,
Than youth conceal’d in thine;

But as your charms insensibly

To their perfection press’d,

So love as unperceiv’d did fly,

And center’d in my breast.

3.

My passion with your beauty grew,
While Cupid at my heart,

Still as his mother favour’d you,
Threw a new flaming dart:

Each gloried in their wanton part:



The death of Queen Anne, in 1714, opened the succession of the crown to the
House of Hanover; and George the 1st lost no time in securing the possession of
the government. The feeble and tardy efforts of the son of James the 2d created
far less sensation than might have been expected, from the fairness of the
opportunity, the number of his adherents, and the unpopular severity of some of
the recent measures of ministry, both in England and Scotland. The standard of
rebellion was, however, at last erected; and for some time the affairs of Scotland
bore a fluctuating and dubious appearance. The prince, for whose claim the
rebellion was undertaken, made a late effort to reanimate his adherents by his
presence, and a rapid and inglorious retreat; leaving his friends to the vengeance
of their enemies. The silence of the laws amidst the din of arms has long been
proverbial; but at this period they do not seem to have been attended to, even after
the return of tranquillity. Many of those Scotchmen accused of joining in the
rebellion were hurried off to England, there tried by English laws and juries, and
the sentences of many executed with rigour. This epoch formed a very important
one in the life of Mr. Duncan Forbes; the activity, the zeal, and courage of both
himself and his brother, have been always acknowledged to have conduced much
to the speedy suppression of the revolt in Scotland. They were greatly
instrumental. in securing the town of Inverness and the neighbouring country for
government. The castle of Culloden®® had been besieged, and was defended by the
lady®® of the proprietor during his absence in parliament, with a degree of
intrepidity seldom equalled, even without considering the sex of the person
attacked; and Mr. John Forbes had, moreover, expended £3000. sterling of his
own fortune in the service of government, without receiving the smallest
repayment. The services of his brother were known, and met with the applause of

To make a lover, he

Employ’d the utmost of his art;

To make a beauty, she.

¥ Lord Lovat gained great applause and rewards from Government, for his

activity and courage in keeping the north country on the part of the house of
Hanover in 1715-16. But Mr. Shaw informs us, in his History ot Moray, that the
Jacobite troops were expelled from Inverness by Hugh Rose, of Kilravock, whose
brother was slain in the expedition: it was (he says) afterwards garrisoned by
Kilravock and Culloden.

The dismantling of the citadel of Inverness by Charles Il. greatly assisted the
plans of the rebels, both after the Revolution, and in 1715 and 1745. This was a
step which clearly shews the selfish policy of Charles Il.; who, provided he
gained the good-will of the clans, easily consented to dispense with the authority
of the laws (which could not be maintained without force), and to leave the
Highlands to anarchy and rapine. In return for this, he counted, no doubt, upon the
help of the clans in forwarding his own plan of government elsewhere. The citadel
was a neat small pentagon, constructed by order of Oliver Cromwell: upon the
ramparts his standard displayed the word “EMANUEL,” in golden letters.

*This lady was a daughter of Gordon of Gordonstown, Baronet.



all the friends of the House of Hanover, as well as the public acknowledgments of
several corporations. These circumstances, probably, suggested the propriety of
proffering the office of Deputy Lord Advocate to him: an appointment which, by
at once drawing him forward into public notice and approbation, secured his
future elevation in life; it might indeed be called the tide “which, taken at the full,
led on to fortune;” and we cannot suppose that Mr. Forbes was insensible of the
danger attending the neglect of such an occasion: he possessed feelings, however,
which would not allow him to attend to the suggestions of interest, when his
conscience was dissatisfied: as the Lord Chancellor Erskine has since so
beautifully expressed himself, he made it a rule “always to do what his conscience
told him to be his duty, and to leave the consequences to God;”* and, like that
illustrious nobleman, he found it the road to prosperity. He for a long time refused
the office, which was pressed upon him; and at lafl; accepted it only through the
earnest intreaties of his friends, and particularly of Lord Hay. It is, indeed,
probable, that his final acceptance of the deputation (12th March 1716) from Sir
David Dalrymple, the Lord Advocate, was owing to his finding that the duties
were not entirely for the purpose for which it was understood that the office was
to be filled; viz. the prosecution of the persons confined on account of the
rebellion. It is certain, that he considered the act of sending the accused out of
Scotland for trial as highly illegal; and that he contributed largely himself, and
used his influence with his friends to obtain money for the use of the Scotch
prisoners at Carlisle; considering every man as innocent before conviction; and
that it was a disgraceful thing for a Scotchman to behold, without assisting, so
many countrymen in poverty and misery, when the defence of their lives, and of
the fortunes of tiieir families, -required pecuniary aid.

The natural desire of self-preservation has, in every state, made the highest
penalties attach to high treason, or the rebellion of the subject against the
government. This crime, in point of moral turpitude, is, notwithstanding, of far
less deep a dye, than many others for which trivial punishments are appointed. In
the case of the rebellion of 1715, many allowances might reasonably be made for
the persons who revolted against a government hardly clothed with possession,
erected contrary to the expectations of those who were best acquainted wkh the
designs of the former sovereign, and upon principles which would, at no remote

L Mr. Erskine, upon some important trial, had been desired by Judge Buller to
sit down. This command produced the following answer, which every person
entering upon life ought to contemplate:—

“My lord, I will not sit down—your lordship may do your duty; but I will do
mine. It was the first command and counsel of my youth, always to do what my
conscience told me to be my duty, and to leave the consequences to God. I shall
carry with me the memory, and, | trust, the practice of that parental lesson to the
grave; | have hitherto followed it, and have no reason to complain that my
obedience to it has been even a temporal sacrifice; | have found it, on the
contrary, the road to prosperity and wealth, and | shall point it out as such to my
children.”



period, have subjected the person promulgating them to the pains of high
treason??. Though we detest the tyranny, and despise the feeble and unworthy
system of the Stuarts, still we cannot accuse of blindness men who could not
behold, in the new plans of government, the results of freedom and vigour, which
have for a century been enjoyed by these kingdoms, and elevated them to a state
of glory, prosperity, and happiness, unlooked for by the most zealous advocate for
the expulsion of the family of Stuart.

The conduct of Mr. Forbes, as might be expected, did not fail to draw upon
him, in Scotland, the accusation of being secretly a Jacobite: it is possible, indeed,
that a tenor of behaviour so little known before, might baffle even the zeal of most
of his friends in his defence; for the invariable examples of nearly two centuries
of civil discord, fomented by men without humanity or conscience, could present
no action from which to draw a comparison. He likewise ran the risk of greater
injury, from being misunderstood and misrepresented at court, where perfect
subserviency has been too often marked by sycophants as the test of real zeal. A
little time, however, put an end to the outcry; and he had the satisfaction of
knowing, that he had to the utmost done his duty to his sovereign, without
incurring the blame of any party.

Although for nearly 30 years after the suppression of the rebellion, in 1716, the
adherents of the house of Stuart made but a single effort in arms (viz. that in 1719,
which terminated with the battle of Glensheal) to disturb the reigning family, still
a constant correspondence, and the missions and intrigues of many designing
men, kept the vigilance of government continually excited. The situation of Mr.
Forbes caused him to be particularly employed in observing and reporting the
conduct of the mal-contents; and he had the address to detach many from the
dangerous courses into which they were seduced. His influence and persuasion
were constantly employed; and he continued to communicate them, through the
intervention of friends, in many cases when it would not have been consistent
with the office which he held to have appeared personally interested: so much
more congenial to his nature was it to reclaim, than to punish.

In 1722 he obtained a seat in Parliament for the Inverness district of boroughs,
which had been long represented by his brother?. The Duke of Argyll had, before
this return, offered to procure his election for a district of boroughs under his own

?2 “Even at so distant a period as 1718, commissions of Oyer et Terminer were
opened at Perth, Dundee, Kelso, and in Fifeshire, to enquire into the treasons of
1715. The grand juries, however, did not forward the views of those instituting
these measures (notwithstanding that lawyers were sent from London to support
the prosecutions), and shewed a spirit of independence honourable to Scotland,
and probably not looked for. In treating of some periods of our history, we might
add to such a fact, “incredibile dictu!”

2 This election was contested by Gordon of Ardoch, who, owing to some trick
or partiality, was returned; but Mr. Forbes obtained redress, and, upon petition to
the House of Commons, was declared duly elected.



influence: the prospect of the Inverness return, probably, prevented this offer from
being accepted. He continued representative for the Inverness district till 1737,
when he was made President of the Court of Session. In 1725, Mr. Forbes was
appointed to the office of Lord Advocate; a place to which, at that time, a salary
of from £500 to £600 a-year was attached. In this year likewise, the office of
Secretary of State for Scotland being abolished, the correspondence regarding the
civil improvements began to be carried on by Mr. Forbes. This was continued for
several years, in a manner highly creditable to his enlightened understanding; and
which evinced the most ardent patriotism, joined to a very correct judgement, and
deep research into, and knowledge of, the real interest of his country.

Scotland, indeed, required at this period the assistance of men of the first
talents and public spirit, to reanimate her agriculture, manufactures, and
commerce, which had sunk, at the close of the 17th century, to the lowest ebb.
The decline of these had rendered her, in all probability, more impoverished and
less productive than during the 12th century; for those new arts, which could only
afford the means of gratifying the luxury of a few individuals of the highest rank,
diffused little life or comfort throughout the kingdom; but rather tended, by
withdrawing its capital to distant markets, to add to the extent of national misery.
For 150 years the kingdom had been torn by civil war and faction, or borne down
by an indifferent and tyrannical government. The principles promulgated by the
triumphant sectarians tended to alienate the mind from the care of the concerns of
this life, as sinful, and as interfering with the providence of the Deity. The new
clergy, notwithstanding the superior learning and talents of a few who led on the
first attacks against the dominion of Rome, were not generally more learned, and
were confessedly less versed in the arts of life, than their predecessors. The
parliament, which during the reigns of the first five James’s incessantly enacted
measures in favour of agriculture, and for the benefit of the towns, almost entirely
ceased to consider these objects as worthy of an attention which, it was pretended,
a better world ought to occupy; while dissimulation, cautious timidity, and short-
sighted selfishness, seemed to banish the antient national character. For 100 years
the kingdom, by losing the presence of its sovereign, had lost that diffusion of
riches, which a court, an opulent nobility, and a numerous gentry, occasioned
during the happier period of its history. The culture of much of the arable land had
been entirely abandoned; and what was still cultivated, either from negligence or
ignorance, produced little; a scarcity of the means of life was always felt, and the
terrible scourge of famine frequently spread horror and even death through the
country. The cathedrals, the monasteries, and the palaces of the clergy, had long
been in ruins; and the towns and the seats of the great landholders were falling
fast into decay; while the kingdom possessed neither the inclination nor the means
of repairing the ravages of time, neglect, and violence.

Such is a short sketch of the state to which the causes mentioned, and some
others, had reduced Scotland. The civil wars of York and Lancaster had perhaps,
in some degree, left England in a similar state of desolation®*; but her toil and

¢ Land had fallen so much in value at the end of these wars, that an historian of
the time says, that estates of £100. a-year were given to adventurers by way of



climate, and the genius of her inhabitants, being more favourable, her recovery
was more easily effected.

To restore a country reduced to such a state of poverty was impracticable,
without waiting for the gradual effects of time; but even to sow the seeds of future
prosperity was a work of labour, requiring enlightened views, nice discrimination,
disinterestedness, and patience®®. The habits hostile to labour of a very obstinate
people were only to be overcome by their experience of the sweets of industry;
and even these, when seen, were often ineffectual, because the perverted
principles of religion were called in to the aid of idleness. But even the wages of
industry were difficult to be procured; there was little credit enjoyed in the
kingdom; and those who had the means of raising money, wanted the knowledge
and the desire of enlarging their fortunes by laying out their capitals on
improvements, the advantages of which could not be immediate, and might be
chimerical. This was the case with the landholders; but with those engaged, or
who might be engaged, in commerce and manufactures the case was still more
difficult: poverty was almost universal, and the want of trust in a proper return for
industry and outlay was sufficient to deter the few who had the means of
adventuring from risking their money. The recent event of Darien hung heavy
upon the spirit of speculation; and it was a task of no easy accomplishment to
draw the knowledge of arts and manufactures from those persons in other
countries, who were liberally supported by the exercise of their skill or exclusive
invention.

We are far from asserting, that every thing which has since rendered Scotland
the wonder of every visitor; that what has covered her coasts with commerce, her
hills with woods, her vallies with unrivalled cultivation, and reared her cities to a
degree of splendour beyond the plans or ideas of the most visionaryderived
foundations alone from the labour of Mr. Forbes; but it is not too much to say,
that the fisheries, almost every manufacture (particularly that of linen), the
circulation of money, the agriculture, and opening of the country by roads, all
derived their first great stimulus from his incessant exertions; so that (to use the
expression of the President Dalrymple, when writing to him on the subject of the
Bank) he might call them “his own bairns.” Of late years, the patronising of such
affairs has become little more than an occasion for festivity, because it now
requires only the labour of putting into motion those means which have been
already acquired.

Mr. Forbes’s plan of life was now materially changed; his time being divided
between his duties in London and Edinburgh, and his retreat at Bunchrew, a small

recompence, who would have preferred £200. in ready money.

» “When it is in agitation to form an estimate of the public power, the man of
taste visits the palaces of the prince, his ports, his troops, his arsenals, and his
cities; the true politician surveys the farms, and enters the cottage of the. labourer:
the first sees what has been effected, the second what it is possible to effect.”
ROUSSEAU.



estate belonging to his brother in the district of Aird, within three miles of
Inverness. His predilection for the country was, indeed, always observable: when
his duty called him to England, he usually passed much of his time at Hampstead;
and he, for many years, occupied a country seat near Edinburgh, called
Stoneyhill,*® which commanded an extensive view over the firth of Forth and the
coast of Fife, and to which he retreated whenever the state of his business would
permit him.

The year 1725 was remarkable for the commotions generally excited
throughout Scotland by the introduction of the malt tax, which was finally
enforced chiefly through the management of Mr. Forbes. These particularly bore a
serious aspect in Glasgow, to which city a very large body of troops was sent; for
it was justly suspected in this case, as in every other of civil disturbance at this
period, that a spirit of Jacobitism was the chief stimulus to revolt?’. Mr. Forbes
accompanied his friend General Wade and the troops to Glasgow; and though the
insurrection had risen to a great height, and was supported by persons far above
the humbler walks of life, it was soon suppressed; the chief instigators, through
the activity of Mr. Forbes,. were arrested, and even the magistrates sent to
Edinburgh. In paying him this tribute, we give no more than he received at the
time from the voice of his country, and has received since from the impartial page
or history.

During the 15 years that Mr. Forbes attended the House of Commons, his time
must have been passed very pleasantly both in Edinburgh and London. His
manners were extremely agreeable, his disposition was cheerful and convivial,
and his opportunities of enjoying the society of those most respected for worth
and literature were frequent. His uncle, Sir David Forbes, of Newhall, near
Edinburgh, lived close to the estate rendered celebrated as the scene of The Gentle
Shepherd; and a considerable part of his time was spent at the house of this
gentleman, where, it is said, Mr. Ramsay composed and first recited his play
before several friends, of whom the Lord Advocate was one. When in London, his
attendance in the House of Commons, and at the bar of the House of Lords (where
his practice was great), introduced him to the acquaintance of the most eminent
persons; and there are few of the viri laudati of Pope with whom he was not
intimate. He likewise reckoned among his clients two of the most remarkable of
those whom that poet has lashed in his satirical writings; viz. Charteris and Timon
(the Duke of Chandos); and it may be mentioned as honourable to him, that after

*® Stoneyhill was the property of the famous Colonel Charteris. Mr. Forbes
most ably exerted himself in his behalf in the trial for a rape; and from his
gratitude obtained the use of Stoneyhill, with some parks around the house, gratis,
for life. To this place he afterwards used to retire from Saturday noon until
Monday morning; happy, with one or two companions, to avoid the opes fumum
strepitumqgue Roma.* He was left guardian to Colonel Charteris’s heir.

* The smoke, the show, the rattle, of the town (Rome) (Juvenal and Horace).

’The highlanders were disarmed by act of parliament in this year.



his situation in Scotland withdrew him from the company of his English
acquaintances, their expressions of regret at the loss of his society were such as
shewed that the heart dictated, and that empty compliment had no share in, their
praise.

During his residence in London, he had the satisfaction of befriending his
countryman Thomson, who was then in great poverty and without a patron, and
whom he had previously known by some of his writings in Scotland. The
recommendations which the poet received from him to his numerous friends were
of the greatest use, and emboldened him to publish his Winter in 1726; which
poem soon introduced him to the acquaintance and patronage of many persons of
rank and literary eminence. In 1727 his Summer, and in 1728 his Spring, extended
his reputation; and his Autumn, which came out in 1730, with a complete edition
of his works, raised his name to its highest lustre; for he never published any thing
afterwards equal to his Seasons. In his Autumn he takes an opportunity, after his
beautiful eulogium on the Duke of Argyll, to shew his gratitude to Mr. Forbes in a
manner very judicious, and which must have been the more agreeable because
there is nothing overstrained in the compliment.

Thee, Forbes, too, whom every worth attends,
As truth sincere, as weeping friendship kind;
Thee, truly generous, and in silence great®,
Thy country feels thro’ her reviving arts,
Plann’d by thy wisdom, by thy soul inform’d;
And seldom has she known a friend like thee?.

?® The latter part of this line seems, however, but an aukward compliment to a
real orator, such as Mr. Forbes.

» Mr. Thomson was not the only poet patronized by Mr. Forbes. He had
himself a strong propensity towards poetry at every period; and wrote verses, at
least of the highest standard of what are termed vers de société, at a very juvenile
time of life. Those who possess real genius always feel, at the period when the
sensual inclinations begin to gain force, a kind of soaring of the soul, as if it was
emulous to keep pace with or to outstrip the impulse of the grosser passions: this
gives birth to a thousand delightful deliriums and ecstatic hankerings after an
undefinable excellence and happiness; a thousand noble and generous, lively,
tender, melancholy, and aspiring thoughts, which Pope compares to those
beautiful colours that sometimes appear to the eyes when shut, and which, once
fled, cannot be recalled. Love and the muse may generally receive the first
homage of genius of whatever kind; but these feelings are the real blossoms of
true genius, even when those make but a transient impression: this elysium of the
mind can only be felt by the favoured few, and never adequately described; each
of these may exclaim at the time, because they feel it,

“Creation’s heir, the world—the world is mine.”

“Ask not what genius is; if you have it, it will itself tell you; if you have it not,
explanation will be vain.” ROUSSEAU.



During his attendance in Parliament, Mr. Forbes generally supported the
measures of Sir Robert Walpole; a minister whose character has, by his
opponents, been stigmatised as corrupt to a degree formerly unknown in England.
The eloquence of a Pitt might excite the resentment of a senate against the vices
which he had the power either to create to the imagination in all their deformity,
or to exaggerate by the splendour of his diction®’. We may be certain, however,
that his corrupt practices must have been chiefly directed to persons in the higher
orders of life, and could not have been generally successful, without supposing a
depravity so general as greatly to palliate the guilt of the minister: and when he
retired to his woods, and drew comfort from the reflection that the beeches did not
flatter, he had probably more cause for his disgust at the baseness of mankind,
than the nation had reason in affixing so many imputations to his character. If we
take it from Pope, we cannot but esteem the amiability of one of whom he says,
and of whom Mr. Forbes might likewise have said—

Seen him | have, but in his happier hour

Of social pleasure, ill exchang’d for power!
Seen him, uncumber’d by the venal tribe,
Smile without art, and win without a bribe®.

His son (the Earl of Orford), in drawing the character of his father, does not
flatter when he calls him the mildest, most forgiving, and best natured of men.
The nation owed him gratitude for establishing the House of Hanover on the
throne; for 20 years of peace and internal tranquillity and prosperity; and for the
confirmation of liberty by the exclusion of the Stuart race; under which, if at all
tolerated, it is almost certain that it must have been sickly, mutable, and
unproductive of any benefit. A long course of opposition at last deprived him of
his influence in the House of Commons; and in 1741 he resigned his place,
harassed by “clamours for liberty of which (Dr. Johnson says) no man felt the
want, and with care for liberty which was not in danger.” He died 40,000 pounds

**Mr. H. Walpole (who, it may be stated, was a client of Mr. Forbes) drew the
following retort from Mr. Pitt, the sting of which was meant for Sir Robert
Walpole: it is admirable for its ready eloquence, though Sir Robert was not the
wretch described:—I will not undertake to determine, whether youth can justly
be imputed to any man as a reproach; but the wretch who, after having seen the
consequences of repeated errors, continues still to blunder, and whose age has
only added obstinacy to stupidity, is surely the object of either abhorrence or
contempt, and deserves not that his grey head should secure him from insult:
much more is he to be abhorred, who, as he has advanced in age, has receded
from virtue, and becomes more wicked with less temptations; who prostitutes
himself for money which he cannot enjoy, and spends the remains of his life in
the ruin of his country.”

31 A vast sum of money was known to have been expended by Sir Robert upon
writers, for their praises and defences of his administration; these have all sunk
into oblivion, while Pope’s lines, which probably cost him or the nation nothing,
remain.



in debt, and had not fortune sufficient to leave his younger children much above
indigence.

Mr. Forbes passed that part of the year which was unoccupied in the south by
the duties of parliament, or of his office, at Bunchrew. For this place, which lies
close to the sea shore, in a wood of noble trees, and is extremely beautiful and
romantic, he ever retained the warmest predilection, having passed much of his
youth there. When he succeeded to his brother, he preferred it as a residence to
Culloden; and many years after his death, his son wrote to his factor to shew
Bunchrew to Dr. Armstrong; adding, “My father always had it shewn to those
whom he loved.” Although the size of this place did not admit of the largest scale
of improvement, still it admitted of enough to form an example; and he was,
probably, one of the first persons in the north of Scotland who demonstrated what
might be effected by planting, liming, draining, and inclosures; in all of which
improvements he was for many years assiduous and successful®?. His brother,
who became a widower in 1717, was extremely anxious that he should take up his
residence at Culloden, and urged many arguments to induce him to give up a
separate establishment in the north country. Although few brothers have lived
upon terms of such uninterrupted harmony, it is easy to perceive good reasons
why this offer was declined: there is something extremely fascinating in
independence, however humble; and Mr. Duncan Forbes, probably, saw that the
separation of a few miles would add mutual pleasure to the enjoyment of their
society, instead of tending any way to cool their friendship. Of the manner in
which the two brothers lived, we have a very good idea, from the narrative of an
officer, whose letters have been published under the title of “Letters from a
Gentleman in the North of Scotland to his Friend in London,” &c. This
gentleman, though extremely sarcastic, is yet generally very correct in his
delineations: his account, most probably, was written a short time previous to the
year 1730:

“There lives in our neighbourhood, at a house or castle, called Culloden, a
gentleman whose hospitality is almost without bounds. It is the custom of that
house, at the first visit, or introduction, to take up your freedom by cracking his
nut (as he terms it); that is, a cocoa shell, which holds a pint, filled with
champaign, or such other sort of wine as you shall choose. You may guess, by the
introduction, at the contents of the volume. Few go away sober at any time; and
for the greatest part of his guests, in the conclusion they cannot go at all.

“This he partly brings about by artfully proposing, after the public healths
(which always imply bumpers), such private ones as, he knows, will pique the
interest or inclination of each particular person of the company whose turn it is to

*2 1t may tend to shew the decline of agriculture in Scotland before this period,
to state the fact, that, though Boethius mentions the country around Inverness as
fertile in wheat, the author of the Letters from the North of Scotland says, “that a
wheat-field would be as great a rarity as a nightingale in any part of Scotland, or a
cat-a-mountain in Middlesex.” At present, the most luxuriant crops of wheat, as
well as of other sorts of corn, are produced around Inverness.



take the lead, to begin it in a brimmer; and he himself being always cheerful, and
sometimes saying good things, his guests soon lose their guard, and then—I need
say no more.”

In another part of the same letter he writes: “This laird keeps a plentiful table,
and excellent wines of various sorts and in great quantities; as indeed he ought;
for | have often said, that there was as much wine spilt in his hall as ought to
content a moderate family.”

And in another letter he writes: “I shall now return to the neighbouring country.
Here are but two houses of any note within many miles of us, on this side the
Murray firth; one is the house of Culloden, which | have mentioned in a former
letter.

“This is about two miles off, and is a pretty large fabric, built with stone, and
divided into many rooms, among which the hall is very spacious.

“There are good gardens belonging to it, and a noble planted avenue, of great
length, that leads to the house; and a plantation of trees about it.

“This house (or castle) was besieged, in the year 1715, by a body of the rebels;
and the laird being absent, in parliament, his lady baffled all their attempts with
extraordinary courage and presence of mind.

“Near adjoining are the parks; that is, one large tract of ground, surrounded
with a low wall of loose stones, and divided into several parts by partitions of the
same. The surface of the ground is all over heath, or as they call it heather,
without any trees; but some of it has been lately sown with the seed of firs, which
are now grown about a foot and half high, but are hardly to be seen for the
heath®®. The other house | spoke of, is not much further distant from the contrary
side of the town, and belongs to the younger brother of the gentleman above
mentioned. He is Lord Advocate, or Attorney-General for Scotland; it is a good
old building, but not so large as the other; and near it there is a most romantic
wood, whereof one part consists of great heights and hollows; and the brush-wood
at the foot of the trees, with the springs that issue out of the sides of the hills,
invite the woodcocks, which, in the season, are generally there in great numbers,
and render it the best spot for cock shooting that ever | knew. Neither of these
houses are to be seen from any part near the town.

“The gentleman of whose house | have last been speaking, were it not for a
valetudinary state of health, and the avocations of his office, would be as highly
pleased to see his friends about him at table, and over a bottle, as his hospitable
brother®.”

* Seventy years after this letter was written, this wood was worth upwards of
£10,000 sterling: some of the trees sold for five guineas.

* It is certain, that this gentleman did not exaggerate the hospitality of Culloden
castle. A hogshead pf wine was kept constantly on tap near the hall door for the
use of all comers; and it appears, in the account books of President Forbes,. that,
for nine months’ housekeeping in his family, the wine alone cost a sum which, at



In 1729, Mr. Forbes was so fortunate as to engage in his service, as tutor to his
son, Mr. Patrick Murdoch, who has since been known to the public by his Genesis
Curvarum Newtoni per umbras—and other mathematical works, and a life of Mr.
James Thomson®; with whom he long lived upon the most intimate terms. With
this gentleman young Mr. John Forbes®® was sent abroad; and, after some
residence at Orleans and Montauban, went to Rome, and completed what is
usually termed the grand tour. The friendship of the tutor and pupil remained
unimpaired through life; and the former having obtained the living of Stradeshall,
in Suffolk, through the friendship of Mr. Vernon, whose son he accompanied on
his travels, had the satisfaction of receiving for many years the long and frequent
visits of his first pupil, and of superintending the early education of his eldest son,
Duncan Forbes, in his own vicinity; a youth who gave such a decided promise of
eminence, that his premature death, after he had completed his studies at Harrow,
was never mentioned by Dr. Sumner, the head master, without tears—Si qua fata
aspera rumpas,—tu Marcellus eris.

Some time after Mr. John Forbes’s return to England, he received, without
solicitation, a commission from the Duke of Argyll in the Royal Regiment of
Horse Guards, with which corps he served, with the greatest credit as an
honourable and very brave officer, at Dettingen®” and Fontenoy; at which last
battle his horse was shot under him:—he was likewise present at the battle of
Culloden.

Though Mr. Duncan Forbes had hitherto lived in the society of men
distinguished for rank and talents; and though the education of his son, and his
frequent change of residence, must have been highly expensive; his regular
income, independent of his business, amounted to no large sum: his situation in
this respect was improved in the winter of 1734 by the death of his brother, who,

the present price of that article, would amount to upwards of £2,000 sterling.

* Thomson, as appears from the sale catalogue of his effects after his death,
enjoyed at last a degree of ease and luxury seldom the lot of poets. His house was
well provided with furniture, plate, books, and a good collection of prints; and his
cellar was stored with burgundy, red port, old hock, mountain, madeira, rhenish,
and Edinburgh and Dunbar ale. Some of these lots were, probably, presents: we
know one of them to have been a present from the President’s son.

* It appears, that Mr. Murdoch and his pupil rode to London. Mr. Duncan
Forbes generally made that journey on horseback, summer and winter; as, indeed,
almost all the Scotch members did. It is said, that John Duke of Argyll used to
strap up the skirts of his coat round his waist, and dash through on horseback in
the worst storms of winter.

*” The Blues certainly did not add to their former high reputation at Dettingen
(as they did at Fontenoy), owing to some mistake or surprise; but Mr. John
Forbes, who carried one of the standards, was universally allowed by the army to
have conducted himself, even in such circumstances, with uncommon courage,
and singular coolness and propriety.



after a tedious illness, died of a complaint in his bowels, in Edinburgh. By this
event Mr. Forbes lost a most affectionate friend; one who was by all his
acquaintances esteemed a truly upright man, of considerable talents and
knowledge of the world, and who had on all occasions acquitted himself, both in
public and private life, as an enlightened and worthy member of society. As we
find him at Brussels upon his travels, and his own master, in 1692, it is probable
that he was upwards of 12 years older than his brother. He seems to have pushed
his hospitality and conviviality to an excess which must have been sometimes
burthensome to one who had to pass much of his life in his society; but, in this
respect, the usual propriety of his brother’s conduct did not forsake him: for while
he, on one hand, shunned every excess unsuitable to his character and official
rank; on the. other, he avoided making his too rigid abstinence from convivial
pleasures a satire upon the opposite mode of living at Culloden: he was, indeed, a
friend to a cheerful glass, till near the close of his life, when his health became
seriously impaired.

The estates to which he succeeded by this event® were ample and improveable;
but, though Mr. John Forbes had not disposed of any part of the inheritance®, he
left it somewhat incumbered with debt; and his successor (who was no great
economist, and, indeed, had little opportunity to economise) did not render those
debts lighter, although he received several legacies.

Among the last events which grew into importance while Mr. Forbes filled the
place of Lord Advocate, was the execution of Captain Porteous in Edinburgh, 7th
September 1736, by a mob of persons, not one of whom could ever be brought to
justice. This affair was, in itself, of no great moment; but, when connected with
the intrigues and designs of the Jacobites, it drew upon the Government an
appearance of contemptible imbecility, to which it was determined not tamely to
submit; and in the steps which were taken to vindicate its authority, it must be
owned that policy or resentment, rather than justice, seems to have directed the
measures of Ministry. A bill in parliament, containing severe penalties against the
city of Edinburgh, was the consequence of that determination: this was vigorously
opposed by many of the English and all the Scotch members, and at last carried
by a majority of only one. Mr. Arnot, in his History of Edinburgh, informs us, that
even this would not have been the case, had not the Lord Chancellor*® detained

** Upon succeeding to the estate of Culloden, Mr. Forbes began improvements
such as he had before carried on at Bunchrew. Among the rest, he established a
manufacturing village of twenty families, and was at the expense of the
machinery of each family: this village flourished till after his death.

** It may be the best mode of giving an idea of the value of these estates, to say,
that they consisted of from 3,000 to 4,000 arable acres of good soil, and in a
populous country and mild climate; besides the privilege of distilling whisky
almost duty-free in Ferintosh, and several mills, salmon-fishings, and pasture
grounds of great value.

“ How differently Lord Hardwicke generally acted, may be inferred from the
quotation of his biographer: “Etiam quos contra statuit, equos et placidos dimisit.”
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two Scotch members, who were employed in an appeal cause in the House of
Lords, and so prevented their voting. This is hardly credible in such a man as
Lord Hardwicke; but, if true, shews to what a height party spirit had arisen. As to
the justice of the penalty inflicted upon the city of Edinburgh, perhaps it may be
best estimated by asking the question (which was put by Lord Polwarth), whether
such severity would have been exercised against any of the principal towns of
England** for such an affair as that alleged, without any proof of criminality
against the magistrates of Edinburgh?

This transaction was likewise attended by a disagreeable circumstance to the
Scotch judges; three of whom were forced to attend at the bar of the House of
Lords in their robes, notwithstanding a very strenuous attempt to obtain for them a
seat next to the English judges within the bar.

Sir Hew Dalrymple, of North Berwick, after having presided over the Court of
Session for near 40 years, died in 1737 in extreme old age. Mr. Forbes* had been

* Mr. Forbes interested himself with great ardour on behalf of the antient
capital of Scotland, and concluded one of his speeches in the following words:

“Shall, then, the metropolis of Scotland, the residence of such an illustrious
race of kings, who made it their greatest glory to dignify this noble city, be stript
of her most valuable privileges, her guards and gates, for the sake of some
unknown offenders; and a Scotchman calmly behold the havoc? | glory, my lords,
to withstand so rigorous a procedure, and judge it my greatest honour to stand up
in defence of my native country, when it is exposed to loss and infamy.” His
exertions tended greatly to get the severity originally intended mitigated in the bill
which was passed.

“>When Mr. Forbes produced his letter, appointing him Lord President, joy was
visible upon every face. The Faculty of Advocates waited upon him in a body, to
congratulate him on his advancement, and to thank him for his conduit as Lord
Advocate. He is said to have repeated twice, with ardour, the oath of
administering justice impartially, so much did his heart go with that part of his
engagement; and ever afterwards, he made it a rule, to bring every proper feeling
into the breasts of his brethren on the bench, when deciding any cause in which he
suspected prejudice, by saying, in the most solemn and impressive manner, “By
God’s grace, | shall give my thoughts sincerely, and your lordships will judge in
this matter as you will be answerable to God.”

He likewise had the satisfaction of being able to restore a greater degree of
decorum upon the bench than had been usual during the preceding presidency.
The warmth with which the judges differed from each other may, indeed, be cited
as a proof of the sincerity with which they delivered their opinions; but as these
public disputations (for of such they had the appearance) seldom or never created
a surrender of the tenets originally held by any party, it is certain that great good
did not result from them. A calm delivery of opinions, and the grounds for
forming them, instructs the parties concerned, without hurting the decorum so
essential to the respectability of any court.



long looked upon as his successor; and (as Lord Hardwicke states in his letter) the
voice of the country called him to fill the vacant chair. His friends, indeed, who
had the good of the kingdom at heart, were much more afraid that he might refuse
the appointment, than that any other person would be advanced to the presidency,
in case he chose to accept it. They knew that his health had long been precarious;
that his love for study, and a country life, had always been great; and that so much
was expected from the person succeeding to this office, that he might wish to
decline engaging in a career always laborious, and now particularly the object of
the hopes and observation of Scotchmen. These were some of the grounds upon
which those who knew Mr. Forbes founded their fears*®: and, if he had studied his
own inclinations alone, there is no doubt that he would have preferred the ease of
a private life, and the care of the improvement of his estates, to an office of
responsibility and fatigue. The salary, £1,000 per annum, could not possibly be
reckoned an inducement for his acceptance; for it was not sufficient to defray the
expenses incident to an establishment in Edinburgh in addition to that at
Culloden, independent of the great outlay which his hospitable disposition would
lead him to incur, while living in the most conspicuous official rank in the capital.
His sense of duty, however, prevailed over the suggestions of interest and
personal convenience; and he was appointed Lord President of the Court of
Session, by letter dated 21st June 1737. It is evident from the letters of several
eminent men (among the rest, of the Lord Chancellor), that this Court had not for
some time before enjoyed the highest consideration, from the course of its
proceedings; and we have the same authority for stating, that this reproach was no
longer due after it acted under the presidency of Mr. Forbes. This became evident
to the Lord Chancellor, as his correspondence shews, from the different
complexion of the judgements brought now before the House of Lords by appeal,
to what they bore in former days:—The delay of justice, by the long arrear of
causes remaining undecided before the court, was another great cause of
grievance to the subject; this was likewise remedied; and, at no great distance of
time from his entry upon office, the president had the pleasure, upon the closing
of the session, to write to a friend, “that not a single cause ripe for hearing
remained for decision*.” When not only the delay on this head before this period,

No man could shew greater patience and attention in hearing pleadings than
Mr. Forbes did, or greater humanity and feeling; his voice was seldom heard until
the period of decision; for he esteemed the maxim.

Vox judicis nimium interlogquentis est campana malée sonans.

“ A letter from Mr. William Murray (afterwards Lord Mansfield) shews the
truth of the above statement, and that the difficulties and unworthy opposition
experienced by Mr. Forbes made that eminent lawyer use all his influence to
prevent his resignation in 1741. He compares it to “a General forsaking the fight
in the hottest of the fire.”

* This was effected by his causing a quorum of the judges to sit till the whole
decisions were ready for his signature.

Several causes, which had been upwards of twenty years before the court, were



but likewise long after the presidency of Mr. Forbes, is considered, great merit
must be allowed to his exertions. We shall not enter into any discussion relative to
all the regulations and changes made in the court of session for the better
administration of justice during the ten years that he presided; it will be sufficient
to state, that one of the first authorities of England calls them “the wonders he
effected.” We shall conclude by shortly taking notice of one benefit* which
Scotland derived from his disinterested patriotism, which will of itself shew his
countrymen of how much importance is the elevation to office of such men as
Duncan Forbes. The causes in the inner house came on for decision according to a
roll regulated by the president; so that, at his discretion, a cause long pending was
often retarded, while one much more recent was brought forward; it is
unnecessary to state to what length injustice and partiality might or did proceed
from this latitude of preference being permitted; or with what plausibility it was
easy to conceal injustice, or even to make it appear meritorious. With Mr. Forbes,
a licence could no longer be tolerated which he probably had seen often abused*’;

disposed of in the very first session of his presidency; as well as many others
which had from twelve to twenty years been lingering on without any decision.
These abuses occasioned his getting an act of sederunt passed, that no cause
should be suffered to remain above four years in the parliament house: such a step
must have destroyed at once the hopes of many iniquitous litigants, who found, in
the old system of protracted procedure, ample scope for revenge, postponing the
payment of just debts, ruining the hopes or finances of their adversaries, or for
unjust possession of their fortunes, and an incalculable series of vexatious
schemes of chicanery.

* We here state the change as to the regulation of the rolls according to the
information of professional men, and believe it to be correctly given.

*® In Mr. Forbes, the public had a constant and energetic protector against two
of the most ruinous of practices, collusive chicanery and venal treachery: he was
aware that there were many honourable men engaged as agents, who were hurt in
public estimation by the conduct of the lower ranks of the profession, in which
they did not participate. We may form some idea of the abhorrence in which he
held chicanery *, from the expressions which he used to his friend Col. Forbes, in
a letter written to him at the close of a session: “I am worked almost to a jelly by
the rascally business to which I am tied.” While, however, his horror and effectual
resentment (for he never passed the smallest act of imposition without
punishment) against those whom he saw collusively preying upon the fortunes of
their clients were always exerted for the protection of those who had fallen into
unworthy hands, he was remarkable for his kindness and encouragement of
persons of merit and honest practice; and to many advocates of liberal minds and
promising talents he shewed the fostering care of a father, repressing what was
improperly audacious, and drawing forth the noble soaring of genius and
eloquence, and every feeling of rectitude and virtue; so that many, who afterwards
held the highest places and reputations, looked back to him with filial veneration
and love.



and though his own power (a thing so difficult for men to part with) was
diminished, he caused it to become a rule of court, that the rolls should be rigidly
regulated according to seniority; by which means every cause came forward in its
course, without favour or undue delay.

The annals of the Scotch nation are extremely deficient in describing the
establishment and the antient forms of the courts of justice. Normandy*’ enforced
many of the original models for the English forms of law, since so much
improved by the extended powers of juries; and we may believe that England
supplied several of those as examples followed at an early period by Scotch
legislators, without compulsion; it is certain, that trial by jury, in all cases, was the
ancient birth-right of the Scotch; and it is wonderful, that so much darkness and
uncertainty pervade our researches as to the exact period when that glorious
privilege was mutilated. We may be certain, however, that the assumption of
undue power by the government occasioned its disuse in civil causes; and one
circumstance thoroughly favours this opinion; viz. that long after it had been
suppressed near the seat of government, it lingered until the beginning of the 17th
century in the remote extremities of the kingdom. That the inferior courts were
hostile to the use of jury trials, we learn from the assertion of a member of the
court of session, who very candidly shews the fact, as well as the reason for it:
“That juries (says Lord Kaimes) wore gradually out of use in the inferior courts,
will not be surprising, when it is considered, that an appetite for power, as well as
for imitating the manners of our superiors, does not forsake us when we are
judges.” The first court of session was instituted in 1425, when Lord Kaimes
presumes that juries were not employed. James the First was a very arbitrary
prince; and it is not unlikely that he wished that the power formerly vested in
juries should be transferred into the hands of judges of his own appointing. In the
new regulations of the court of session in 1457%°, at the appointment of the daily

* Where the rascally business to which the President alludes by, is somewhat
doubtful; some circumstances tend to acquit the agents before the court from
being glanced at.

* Edward the 3d seems to have been the first of the Norman princes who
conceived himself really an Englishman. Until his reign, the law proceedings
were in the French language; as many of the phrases still are, in the king’s
answers to parliamentary bills, the names of courts, &c.

The old Saxon laws were, however, in a great measure preserved after the
Conquest; and even care was taken to prevent them from sinking into disuse. Jury
trial is insisted on in Magna Charta; but rather equivocally, as it is followed by
“aut per legem terree.”

*® One of the regulations of 1457 is as follows: “As tuitching the expences of
the s? judges, the L* of the 3 Estates thinks that the L® of Session of thir awin
benevolence sould bear their awin costis, considering the shortness of the time of
their sitting, the quhilk is but fortie days, and peradventure in seven yeire not to
come again to them.” Some small perquisites, arising from fines, were however
appropriated to the daily Council.



Council in 1503 (upon the abolition of that court), and upon the new institution of
the court of session in 1532*°, the use of juries in civil causes seems to have
become obsolete.

The forms of the Court of Session, as instituted in 1532%°, have been said to be

* Dr. Henry says, “The Court of Session was for some time very popular, and
gave universal Content. The judges acted with great modesty, caution, and even
diffidence. When a cause came before them that appeared perplexed and difficult,
instead of determining it themselves, they referred it to parliament for a decision.
By degrees, however, they acquired greater confidence in their own abilities and
powers: when a case occurred to which none of the existing laws applied, or,
when applied, led to a rigorous oppressive sentence, they no longer referred it to
parliament, but ventured to determine it themselves, by what appeared to them
agreeable to the rules of natural equity and justice. The authority by which they
did this, at first, had no name; but it came afterwards to be called their nobile
officium.”

Henry afterwards remarks, that the first appearance of this nobile officium “was
very unpopular, and excited violent clamours that the property of the people of
Scotland was at the mercy of fifteen men, who determined everything by their
arbitrary will and pleasure:” this took place, however, long after the first
establishment in 1532.

The pope Paul Ill. gave a bull of confirmation, dated 31st March 1535,
confirming the grant of 12,000 ducats made by the clergy; and power to the king
to appropriate benefices to the amount of £200 sterling per annum. The judges
were likewise exempted by the pope from the jurisdiction of all prelates, and he
took them under the immediate protection of the see of Rome. One half of the
judges, and the president, were at first of the clergy; which rule was followed for
more than thirty years, from 1532. The first president was Milne, abbot of
Cambuskenneth. In 1543 he was succeeded by the bishop of Orkney; who, in
1665, was succeeded by the bishop of Brechin. In 1566, Baillie of Provand was
president.

** Arnot says, “The Court of Session possesses a jurisdiction and exercises
powers so extensive, as not to be exceeded by those of any free country.” Again:
“The chief circumstances which make their power important, and may some day
render it formidable, is, that they are judges both of law and fact; and neither in
their civil nor criminal capacity do they ever hold trials by jury. This material
circumstance is clearly an innovation in the law of Scotland. The old laws and
statutes every where make mention of trial by jury, in matters civil as well as
criminal: that of trial by peers was, in both nations, what it continues to be in
England, a fundamental law of the country.” He further observes (quoting some
instances), that from the general proceedings of the Court of Session it would
appear, that the supreme judges in Scotland are extending, both in their own and
the inferior judicatories, the latitude of trial without jury. He makes several other
remarks on this subject, which we abstain from repeating, as not necessary to this
memoir.



derived from those of the Parliament of Paris. Its establishment was a favourite
measure, not only with the court, but with the clergy; who, no doubt, expected to
derive additional power, from their judicial character, to check the innovations
upon the dominion and tenets of the Roman see, which had already made an
important impression throughout the kingdoms of Europe.

Cardinal Beaton, under whose influence the new court was formed, was not
only himself a man of great talents for government, but he acted under the
direction of a court remarkable for its policy and discernment. The religion of
Rome fell in Scotland, and the other countries of Europe, through no fault of the
heads of that church. The high clergy® were generally able and enlightened
men°%; and the names of Wolsey and De la Pole, and afterwards of Richlieu and
Ximenes, among many other, might uphold the character for abilities of the
Cardinals. The reputation of the church had been for centuries vilified by the vices
and ignorance of the lower order of the monks, into which dissolute persons found
an easy admission. These, it was foreseen at Rome, would cause its downfall; but
the frequent attempts to reform the monasteries proved unequal to the urgency of
the times, and the temptations which their riches offered to the cupidity of the
powerful, whose religious zeal was rewarded by the spoils of the establishments
which they overthrew. It will, perhaps, appear surprising, that during all the
storms which succeeded the re-establishment of the Court of Session in 1532, that
body, originally founded with most ample powers®®, not only preserved them
unimpaired, but greatly added to them, by profiting by the opportunities which the
events of the times presented. Mr. Arnot justly remarks, that in Scotland the
“contest was for power.” The Scotch leading men were not employed in breaking
the fetters of usurped controul, and hewing them link from link; and the
predominating parties found the Supreme Court generally disposed to forward the
views of government®. As liberty has been acknowledged to be of so precarious a

>! Sir Ralph Sadler found among the high clergy the only men of wit and policy
in the kingdom, the nobles even being perfectly deficient in those respects when
he visited Scotland in the reign of James 5th.

*2 Sir David Lindsay does not approve of the conduct of the court of session in
his time (James V.), and more particularly of the clerical part of it. Sir Richard
Maitland complains, about 1580, of the small and casual fees of the lords of
session, as well as of the great length of law-suits. Some severe acts were made
about that period against persons murmuring at the decrees of the court of session,
as well as those of sheriffs: this, probably, is the epoch alluded to by Dr. Henry.

> The Court of Session has been said to have jurisdiction (though not affecting
life or limb) as extensive as that of perpetual imprisonment; but the treatise of a
learned and eloquent lawyer, J. P. Grant, Esq. M. P. shews, that, with a little
management, it extends in effect, and has lately been pushed even to the extent of
necessarily procuring sentence of death. Vide pages 17 and 18 of the
Observations, &c. on the Constitution, &c. of the Court of Session.

> Cromwell’s judges were very popular with the Scotch, notwithstanding their
being strangers. Lord Hales has stated an instance of very shameful interference



nature, as to require a law every ten years directly in its favour, to maintain it
without decline, and as it is the most essential attribute of power to desire to
extend its own limits, we may blame the ruling men (rather than the court itself)
in those tempestuous epochs, for preferring the convenience afforded by the
ample powers of the judicial body employed in their support, to the general
principles which were more successfully established in England, and which
formed the source of the riches and glory of that kingdom.

The general character of President™ Forbes; his known love of freedom,
evinced during his whole life; his voluntary surrender of personal influence; and
likewise the wish expressed to him by Lord Hardwicke, that the laws of the two
countries should be assimilated; strengthen our motives for believing that he was
a friend, even at the period during which he presided over the Court of Session, to
the extension of the best birth-right of Englishmen to his own countrymen. That
the sagacious character of Scotchmen, enlightened by education beyond the
natives of any other country, renders them highly fit for the exertion of this
privilege, will hardly be denied by its enemies; and those laws which originally

by the Protector’s government, to make them decide a cause against an obnoxious
litigant: this, on the whole, does not, on comparison, hurt these judges; for if, even
with such a blemish as giving the cause as ordered, their popularity remained the
greatest, the inference is obvious.

In 1674, three advocates were “debarred” by the Court of Session “from their
said function,” for not disowning on oath their share in appealing to parliament
against the interlocutors of that court; as were 40 others, for deserting their
attendance on the house, and refusing to return, when the Lords were sitting on
the day the sentence on the above three was intimated.”

> It is probable, that no individual, in any kingdom of Europe, possesses more
real power (if we allow for his influence over his brethren as their head,) than the
president of the Court of Session; and we may take the remark of Lord Cornbury
to President Forbes as just: “That the property of Scotland is entrusted to him.” It
is certain, that President Dalrymple thought himself ill used, when a judge was
appointed to his court without his recommendation) at his correspondence shews.
The memorandum found in the papers of Judge Hale is so much to the honour of a
person, in somewhat similar circumstances, that we shall here insert it:

“THINGS To BE HAD IN CONTINUAL REMEMBRANCE. That in the administration
of justice, | am entrusted for God, the King, and the Country; and therefore that if
be done uprightly, deliberately, resolutely: That I rest not upon my own directions
and strength, but that | implore and rest also upon the strength of God: That in the
execution of justice, | carefully lay aside my own passion:, and give not way to
them, however provoked: That | be not biassed with compassion to the poor, or
favour to the rich, in point of justice: That popular or court applause, or dislike,
have no influence in any thing | do in the distribution of justice: That | be not
solicitous about what man shall think or say, so long as | keep myself exactly
according to the rules of justice.”



derived their activity and vigour through the aid of Juries may surely be made
capable of enduring them again. Already has the second Aurora of this dawn of
freedom been hailed by the wishes of the Scotch nation; and gratitude,
proportioned to the greatness of the expected benefit, been silently paid to the
persons desiring to present it. May we have cause to rejoice at the unclouded rise
of the genial day; and casting our eyes around all our islands, encircled as they are
by that ocean which has so often borne our triumphs, perceive but one scene of
prosperity and loyalty, and one system of liberty and law, pervading the whole®®!

Arduous as the duties of his office were®’, they did not withdraw Mr. Forbes
from the lively interest which the other public concerns of the nation excited: his
talents and zeal were ever ready for the benefit of his country; and it may surprize
our readers, that they were exerted on such a subject as the too frequent habits of
smuggling, by which the revenue was most enormously defrauded. On this
subject he wrote a pamphlet, which at least obtained the full approbation of those
most competent, from office, to judge of its merits. In 1738, the war which
afterwards broke out with Spain began to cloud the political horizon. It was easily
foreseen, that Britain would not long have to contend with that power alone; and
the intrigues of the Jacobites in the Highlands made it probable, that some
attempts would be made in favour of the exiled family. These contests had always
been, in his eyes, the bella nullos babitura triumphos; and he was sensible how
much more easy and creditable to Government it would be, to prevent them by
eradicating the causes, than to obtain the most decided success in quelling
rebellion by force of arms. No man knew so well the state of the highlands, for he
was beloved and looked up to by every family of any note there, and intimate with

> Should the enlightened minds of an Eldon, an Erskine, and a Romilly,
espouse this subject (ingenti perculsi amore), .success would not be doubtful.
Liberty is almost always established by one great exertion, calling forth the whole
energies of an abused nation; it is gradually lost by the partial restraints and
encroachments of its crafty enemies taking advantage of fit opportunities, and
under pretence of public good and expediency. No step in favour of freedom is
ever established to counterbalance these, for power never will restrict itself. The
natural and inevitable consequence therefore must be, the decline and extinction
of liberty at last, unless steps be taken to reinvigorate it.

>’ To President Forbes the country owes the first effectual exertion to arrange
and save the public records from the destruction to which they were fast
hastening, from neglect and damp. The register office was the work of an after
period; but there is no doubt that his indefatigable representations first established
the necessity for the new edifice. The Scotch records have been uncommonly
unfortunate. Edward 1. carried off or destroyed many; and Cromwell sent those he
could secure to England. After the Restoration, by far the greater part was lost at
sea, coming back to Scotland; and the few casks of deeds which were saved from
that disaster were fast decaying when President Forbes extended his care to them.
He seems likewise to have taken a vast deal of trouble in arranging and
ascertaining the different claims of the peerage.



by far the greater number of them: he knew that the Pretender’s interest did not
keep its ground so much from any attachment to a prince of whom they knew
little, or from any motives of religion or interest, as from the neglect of
Government, and the desire, and almost the necessity, of being called forth into
active military life. This was the real stimulus to every insurrection which had
hitherto taken place, and to that in 1745; which at last, though too late, convinced
the country, that Mr. Forbes had made known both the disease and its remedy*.
He this year submitted to Ministry a scheme for raising 4 or 5,000 men in the
highlands, and recommending that the chiefs of clans, and other leading
gentlemen, should receive the commissions. The value of such a force was
obvious; for while it drained the disaffected districts of the means of hostility, it
would tend greatly to conciliate the highlanders, and place in the hands of
Government in distant stations the most ample security for the tranquillity of the
most suspected districts. Lord Hay approved of and presented the plan, which
likewise met the sanction of Sir Robert Walpole: but the clamours for liberty, and
against a standing army (which the party in opposition had kept alive), rendered
the cabinet timorous; and the fear that Sir Robert’s enemies find a colour for
converting the highland levy into a design upon the national freedom, prevented
its adoption.

* It might be truly said of the highlanders, that they were “cut off from
glory’s course, which neyer mortals were more fond to run.” A reference to
Marshall’s Life of Washington will shew how high an opinion that great man
entertained of the highlanders as soldiers: he had served both with them and
against them; and no man formed his opinions with greater justness. That part
of his army which he thought would have to encounter them, it is known, was
ever the object of his peculiar care and anxiety.

Long after the death of President Forbes, Lord Chatham called forth military
virtue from the mountains of the North; his motives then wanted the impulse of
fear of internal danger, for the Stuart family had no longer partizans or intrigues
in the highlands. The call was obeyed, and the fields of America, of India,
Flanders, Germany, Egypt, Italy, and Spain, can give testimony that he did not
err. A highlander may be excused if he feels some warmth in glancing at the days
of glory of his countrymen; of those bands which have equalled in discipline and
valour the legions of Rome; whose courage, patience, and persevering ardour,
have never been subdued by the greatest dangers, by the extremes of every
climate and privation, or by the most lengthened opposition; and whose matchless
hardiness of body has enabled them to urge their way

“Unhurt thro’ every toil in every clime.”

The death of the Emperor Charles 6th, in 1740, involved Europe in what may
be termed a general war; and Great Britain and France (though no war was for
some time declared) viewed each other with hostile eyes. At length an invasion in
favour of the Pretender was resolved upon by France; and in 1743, 13,000 men,
under the orders of Marshal Saxe, were collected for the expedition. This plan,
partly owing to a storm, proving abortive, these forces of France were employed



in Flanders; the attempt at invasion, however, caused war between the two
countries to be formally declared in March 1744. Although the first plan of the
French government had been abandoned, the young Pretender would not drop his
intentions of trying his fortune in Scotland; and though his means of success were
very different from what were originally intended, the event of the battle of
Fontenoy (May 11, N. S. 1745,) induced him to make the long-meditated attempt;
and with only seven adherents, £4,000 in money, and 2,000 stand of arms, he
landed on the 25th of July in a remote and lonely bay of the West Highlands;
where collecting 2,000 men, he hastened his march to the south. The news of the
intended attempt had (but obscurely) been received at Edinburgh, when President
Forbes hurried down to Inverness-shire, in order to use his influence in
confirming the well-affected, and conciliating or awing the Jacobites. No man
could be better qualified for this duty; for while he possessed the utmost
confidence of the friends of Government, its enemies were disheartened by his
imposing dignity of character, and inclined to listen to the admonition of one
whose wisdom had long been admired, and whose friendship and urbanity had
often been experienced in the course of 30 years during which he held offices of
distinguished authority in the kingdom. Many families and their followers he
secured to Government; and even into several of those which he could not bring
over to a cordial cooperation, he infused so much conviction of their danger, and
the little hopes of their schemes being successful, that the Pretender derived no
benefit from their countenance. We shall here give the narrative of Mr. Smollett,
which is extremely correct in every point, in his own- words: “Several powerful
chiefs in the highlands were attached to the Government, and exerted themselves
in its defence. The Duke of Argyll began to arm his vassals, but not before he had
obtained the sanction of the Legislature. Twelve hundred men were raised by the
Earl of Sutherland; the Lord Reay brought a considerable number to the field; the
Grants and Munros appeared under their respective leaders for the service of his
Majesty. Sir Alexander Macdonald declared for King George; and the Laird of
Macleod sent two thousand hardy Highlanders from Skye, to strengthen the same
interest. These gentlemen, though supposed to be otherwise affected, were
governed and directed by the advice of Duncan Forbes, President of the College
of Justice at Edinburgh; a man of extensive knowledge, agreeable manners, and
unblemished integrity. He procured commissions for raising twenty independent
companies; and some of these he bestowed upon individuals who were either
attached by principle, or engaged by promise, to the Pretender. He acted with
indefatigable zeal for the interest of the reigning family, and greatly injured an
opulent fortune in their service. He confirmed several chiefs who began to waver
in their principles; some he actually converted by the energy of his arguments,
and brought over to the assistance of the government which they had determined
to oppose; others he persuaded to remain quiet, without taking any share in the
present troubles. Certain it is, this gentleman, by his industry and address,
prevented the insurrection of ten thousand Highlanders, who would have
otherways joined the Pretender; and, therefore, he may be said to have been one
great cause of that adventurer’s miscarriage.”—To enter into a minute detail of
the Pretender’s campaigns will not be necessary to elucidate the services of the



Lord President. It may be shortly stated, that in military conduct the Prince far
surpassed the two first generals who opposed him (Sir John Cope® and
Hawley59), men, indeed, of very ordinary capacity. His march to Edinburgh, and
his disposition previous to and at the battle of Preston, were bold, decisive, and
masterly. His march to Derby, and retreat into Scotland, were likewise well
conducted; by which result, however, it was ascertained beyond a doubt, that his
experiment could not succeed, since a formidable rising in his behalf in England
could alone give it any chance of permanent success. The battle of Falkirk would
have been a complete victory, had he followed up General Hawley to Edinburgh;
a step which, considering the desperate state to which his affairs were verging, it
is wonderful that he did not take; as by it he might probably have entirely
destroyed his opponent’s army before the arrival of the Duke of Cumberland. The
retreat to Inverness was a measure for which it is not easy to find a good cause;
and his choosing for the field of battle (for he had the choice of one) the open
plain of Culloden, with hardly any artillery or cavalry, before an enemy well
provided with both, and waiting the event of a battle with his troops wet, hungry,
and dis-spirited, while one quarter of them were absent in Inverness, and great
supplies of troops marching to join him, are circumstances which greatly sanction
the idea that his advisers were tired of their employment, and resolved to hazard
every thing rather than prolong a defensive contest. The march towards Nairn the
night previous to the battle, had it been persevered in, would probably have
proved successful; for nothing could have prevented the highlanders from falling
among the Duke’s army, hand to hand; and a victory might have been snatched in

*% Sir John Cope’s conduct was looked upon by the President (who only saw
him during his campaign in Inverness for a short time) as partly excusable, from
the state of the country, and the little support he met with; as well as from the
condition of his troops, which were not numerous or of the best description: but
his leaving the capital, and all the south highlands and the lowlands, open to the
Pretender’s irruption, seems very unaccountable conduit; for if he did not think it
prudent, after advancing so far as he did, to engage the highlanders at all, or
particularly in the heart of the mountains (at Dalwhinie), he could easily have
fallen back upon Perth, Stirling, and the Forth; and even after the rebels had
passed him, and gone towards the Forth, he might have stopped their
reinforcements, by occupying the passes of the highlands. His march to Inverness,
and afterwards to Aberdeen, with his subsequent embarkation, appear to be
inexplicable upon any principle of common sense; as was his not materially
changing his position the evening or night before the battle of Preston, when he
clearly saw that the rebels were moving close to him, and watching their
opportunity to rush in upon his army, which they did at day-break.

** Hawley had served at Sheriffmuir as major of dragoons, and held the
highlanders so cheap, as to have often boasted, that with two regiments of
dragoons he could ride over their army. Falkirk gave him a woeful lesson of the
danger of too great confidence. General Huske is said to have saved the army by
his courage and prudence. Hawley had 14 battalions of infantry, besides artillery
and cavalry, at Falkirk.



this way, as it had previously been done at Preston: no sufficient reason has ever
been given for the abandonment of this last chance for even a protracted
occupation of Scotland®.

The unfortunate grandson of James 2d, after his defeat, fled from the field of
battle to the West coast; whence he escaped to the Hebridean islands, where he
wandered for a considerable time, and met with a variety of adventures; several
times narrowly escaping from falling into the hands of his enemies. At last, he
found it expedient to return to the main land, in order to avoid the search of his
pursuers; and for several weeks, he met with a retreat upon Benalder, a mountain
in the centre of Scotland, between the countries of Athol and Badenoch. Whilst at
this place, he received intelligence of the arrival on the West coast of a vessel
which had been sent for his deliverance. In this ship he embarked in September,
and in a few days terminated his expedition by a safe arrival in France. His
military career, his adventures, and his misfortunes, excited a lively interest
among the European nations, and have been raised by the pens of several men of
genius to a kind of romantic grandeur which the sequel of his life was far from
justifying. We cannot, however, without pride, mention the astonishing fact, that
though the sum of £30,000. sterling was long publicly offered for his
apprehension, and though he passed through very many hands, and both the
reward and his person were perfectly well known to an intelligent and very

%1t it well known, that the firm but temperate conduct of the President Forbes,
his extreme influence with his countrymen, and his patriotic exertions, even to the
sacrifice of his private fortune, were the main instruments of the suppression of
the rebellion in Scotland in 1745-6; and that had his enlightened counsel been
attended to, and his provident precautions adopted, the seeds of rebellion had in
all probability never sprung to light, and the country had been spared the misery
which it actually endured. It is needless, and perhaps might be invidious, to enter
into the reasons why the eminent services of this great and good man were
treated, on the part of government, with a neglect, ingratitude, and injustice,
which leave a stain upon the annals of the times. Extract from Lord
Woodhouselee’s Life of Lord Kaimes.

So much surprise was excited by the neglect of ministry to the services of Mr.
Forbes, that many stories have been told, few of which are probably true, in order
to account for it. Among these is one, that the Duke of Cumberland and he had
some misunderstanding in Inverness; another, that his favour declined upon his
answering the king in the affirmative, when asked about some persons said to
have been put to death in Culloden-house by the royal army.

The story of the ministers asking him for his accounts, instead of. conferring
any mark of approbation on him, and of Mr. Forbes retiring in silence, has
probably a foundation in truth. It is certain, that the King received him in the most
gracious manner, and thanked him for his services: this last term has, however, a
meaning, in such a case, rather equivocal in the English tongue; and so decidedly
hostile to the merits of the person thanked in the French language, that to be
thanked and discarded are equivalent terms.



inquisitive people; yet no man nor woman was to be found capable of degrading
themselves in earning so vast a reward by betraying a fugitive whom misfortune
had thrown upon their generosity. This fact may surely repair the injury done to
the Scotch character by their leading men delivering up Charles the First to his
enemies. When we compare it with the numerous instances, both in ancient and
modern history, of the want of gratitude, good faith, and humanity, experienced
by princes from their equals and their subjects in the decline of their fortunes, we
cannot withhold our expression of the warmest admiration of these poor
Highlanders; and, comparing their exalted morality with the standard of virtue and
principle in use among so many classes of mankind more favoured by fortune, we
are tempted to exclaim with Mr. Pope,

“Blush, grandeur, blush; proud courts, withhold your blaze;
“Ye little stars, hide your diminish’d rays.”

During the expedition of the young Pretender to the South, the Earl of Loudon
occupied Inverness with a small force; and the Lord President remained at his
castle of Culloden, preventing as much as possible supplies from leaving the
Highlands for the Jacobite army. He lived surrounded by the enemies of the
government; and the castle of Culloden was attacked by a party of the Stratherick
Frasers, who intended either to take him prisoner or to put him to death. This plan
failed, owing to the spirited reception which this body of men met with from the
artillery and small arms of the garrison which defended the castle under Mr.
Forbes’s own direction. Lord Lovat has been accused of having prompted this
attack; and his conduct, long suspected, grew at last so unguarded, that it was
deemed proper to secure him, which was effected by the President® in person, at
a considerable risk. As the town of Inverness, however, was chiefly occupied by
his clan and adherents, he contrived by their assistance to escape from the place of
his confinement in a few days after he was taken up. Whether, or not, he really
gave his countenance to the attack upon Culloden castle, must remain somewhat
doubtful; he ever denied it himself; and the marks of friendship which he had
often received from the father of Mr. Forbes, as well as from his brother and
himself (which he always seemed proud to acknowledge), tend to induce a belief
that he was innocent in this respect. So much has been laid to the charge of this
nobleman, that he seems very little indebted to the voice of fame; and the warm
affection which such a man as Mr. Forbes long entertained for him, of itself,
renders it extremely difficult to believe many of the acts of which he has been
accused®.

° Lord Lovat was brought into Inverness in the same coach with the Lord
President; and, it is said, entertained strong hopes of a rescue by his clan. Persons
who saw the carriage passing have assured us, that he took several opportunities
of stopping on the road, and was with difficulty made to re-enter the coach.

® Lord Lovat certainly possessed qualities that, in a different state of society
from that in which he was brought up, and in different circumstances of life,
would have insured him respect. He seems to have been always courageous and
active, and was at last magnanimous. His natural abilities were excellent; and his



The march of the Jacobite army towards Inverness forced Lord Loudon, early
in 1746, to retire into Sutherland; whence he was compelled, after a skirmish with
the Duke of Perth’s troops, to pass over to the Isle of Sky. The Lord President
accompanied him in this retreat, and remained with the King’s friends in that
island, till the battle of Culloden®® (16th April) restored peace to the kingdom. In
July following, the Court of Session met, after having discontinued its sittings
nearly a year.

During the occupation of Inverness by the rebels (though it does not appear that
much wanton mischief was done), the estates of Culloden and Bunchrew were
both plundered of plate, wine, corn, cattle, and of every other article of any use to
the soldiery, to a great amount, notwithstanding the written protection granted by
Lord George Murray.

Having attempted to give a short sketch of this rebellion, as far as concerns Mr.
Forbes, it becomes a painful task to allude to the ingratitude with which his
eminent services were repaid by the ministry. How much his Sovereign trusted,
and with how much cause, to the efficacy of his exertions, the letters of Lord
Stair, and many others in high employment, can bear testimony; for each of them
seemed to think,

Cresceret que mihi ex eo ipso fiducia quod possit in hominis unius virtute tantum
momenti esse.

It was immediately ascertained, that he had expended three years’ rent of his
estates in the public service; and, afterwards, new claims upon him became so
numerous upon the same account, that at the time of his death his ample fortune
was left in a state of such embarrassment, that the best friends of his family saw
no prospect of relief, but in saving one of his baronies by the sale of the other.
Few princes had more sagacity than George the Second; and in military matters
he could not have been deceived; but in those services which could not, of

address, accomplishments, and learning, far above the usual lot of his
countrymen, even of equal rank. With the civilized, he was the modern perfect
fine gentleman; and in the north, among his people, the feudal baron of the tenth
century. Duplicity and circumvention, as well as the most atrocious cruelty, were
almost universally practised in the northern districts of Scotland during his youth,
when he had rather a difficult part to play.

® It is certain, that very great outrages were committed by the Duke of
Cumberland’s army after the battle of Culloden. Many of the houses in Inverness
(among the rest, one of the President’s) were destroyed for the sake of fire-wood,
and many burnt in the country; and several persons were shot among the
mountains, or otherwise put to death, by the soldiers. This, perhaps, could not be
entirely prevented: it is certain, however, that President Forbes most strenuously
exerted himself to put a stop to these proceedings; and his remonstrances were, it
appears, very ill received by Lord Albemarle and some other officers. No blame
can attach to the Duke of Cumberland for these outrages The Court of Session at
last interfered, to out an end to the illegal proceedings of the soldiery.



themselves, in the same way arrest attention, nor be known to the Sovereign
except by the report of his ministers, Mr. Forbes was entirely at their mercy; and
to have displayed the extent of his services would at once have discovered the
extent of their own demerit; since their want of foresight and preparation alone
had, undoubtedly, plunged the nation into the greatest danger and perplexity. Lord
Bacon remarks, in his history of Henry 7th, that “convenient merit, unto which
reward can easily reach®, doth best with kings.” Mr. Forbes’s services might
certainly have been conveniently reached by reward; but they were just such as it
was most inconvenient to acknowledge; and ministry had the baseness to attempt
to screen themselves, by neglecting the man, without whose aid, it is difficult to
say, what the result of their folly and improvidence might have been. The loud
voice of the empire, however, gave the tribute of applause which a sordid ministry
denied; and the motives of their fears were seen, as well as the effect of them, in
spite of their management and want of candour: so true it is, that cunning ever
defeats itself.

The Lord President had, through a long life, evinced a character much more
retiring than forward; he was indeed the prater laudem nullius avarus; and it is
not probable, that he would have felt with great acuteness the neglect of the
Government, were it not that the degree of retribution for meritorious services has
long been so well known, and arranged with such exactness, that the want of merit
is generally presumed by the public, when the usual marks of favour to the chief
actors do not follow the successful result of important transactions. That the
evening of his life assumed a browner shade, both from this consideration, and the
embarrassment of his fortune, it is not unreasonable to believe; but religion and
philosophy had long prepared him to bear with fortitude and resignation wounds
deeper than an ungrateful ministry, or the approach of poverty, could inflict; and
both in the business of his own court, and in that in which his assistance was
required in different bills before parliament, he shewed the same attention and
patriotism which had uniformly distinguished his former life. His health, long far
from robust, became much impaired several months before his death; and in
November 1747 he became so seriously ill of a gradual decay, that it was. thought
proper to send for his son from England, who arrived but just in time to see his
father alive®®. During the last week of November, he still continued his

* Lord Bacon makes this remark upon the great services rendered to Henry VII.
by the Stanley family; which, not being easy to requite, are supposed to have
caused an ill-will and jealousy in that prince, which proved fatal to Sir W.
Stanley. Had his services not amounted to “overmerit,” it is probable that Sir W.
Stanley would have been more cautious and unassuming, and the king more easy
and grateful.

® The last words which the Lord President delivered to his son were written
down in a book at the time. The memorandum is still preserved, and is as follows:

“Edinburgh, 10th December 1747.

“My father entered into the everlasting life of God, trusting, hoping, and
believing, through the blood of Christ, eternal life and happiness. When | first saw



correspondence with hia friends; and in such a stile, that they were surprised to
hear of his death, which happened at Edinburgh on the 10th of December, when
he was aged 62 years and one month. He was buried in the Grey Friars church-
yard, near his brother; his funeral being attended with all the pomp usual to
persons of his elevated rank, but more remarkable for the deep affliction of every
class of people (among whom his death was reckoned a national misfortune), than
all the trappings and outward show of sorrow and magnificence could make it.

The Faculty of Advocates, of which he had for so many years been the
ornament, resolved to perpetuate his memory by the erection of a statue. The
Scotch nation had intended a similar honour, from interested motives, for
Cromwell®®; and had erected one to Charles 2d, from motives equally selfish and
obsequious. The honour done to President Forbes is so much the greater, because
the most invidious judgement can assign no cause for its being paid, which does
not tend to the credit of the persons paying this tribute of veneration, as well as of
the memory of him to whom the statue was erected. A statue has lately been voted

my father upon the bed of death, his blessing and prayer to me was, “My dear
John, you have just come in time to see your poor father die. May the great God
of heaven and earth ever bless and preserve you! You have come to a very poor
fortune, partly by my own extravagance and the oppression of power. | am sure
you will forgive me, because what | did was with a good intention. I know you to
be an honest-hearted lad. Andrew Mitchell loves you affectionately; he will
advise you, and do what he can for you. | depend upon Scroop too; which you
may let him know. I will advise you never to think of coming into parliament. |
left some notes with the two William Forbes’s, in case | had not seen you; they
are two affectionate lads, and will be able to help you, in some affairs, better than
you would have done yourself. John Hossack will help you in your affairs in the
north. My heart bleeds for poor John Steel*; | recommend him to you. When |
was in the north, | paid some considerably large sums, that | never dreamed of
before, towards the defraying the charges occasioned by the rebellion. There is
but one thing | repent me of in my whole life; not to have taken better care of
yout. May the great God of heaven and earth bless and preserve you! | trust in the
blood of Christ. Be always religious; fear and love God. You may go; you can be
of no service to me here.”

These words may remind the reader of Addison’s remark to his son-in-law,
when he told him he sent for him “to see with what composure a Christian could
die.”

* John Steel was then a sort of head-servant, having been once a merchant in
Edinburgh. He passed the rest of his days at Culloden, in comfort and ease.
1 The President here. alludes, no doubt, to his son’s fortunes.

* The block of marble imported for this statue lay upon the wharf of Leith for
nearly 150 years. Lately, as we are informed, it was made use of for the statue of
George I11. executed by the Honourable Mrs. Damer, and placed in the register
office in Edinburgh.



for Lord President Robert Blair; a man who, in inflexible integrity, extensive
literary attainments, candour, legal knowiedge and penetration, and amiable
manners, seemed to emulate those endowments of Duncan Forbes.

The figure, which represents the President in the attitude of delivering his
sentiments from the bench, is reckoned the chef-d’oeuvre of Roubilliac, and is
admired for its great spirit, elegance, and beauty. It was put up in the outward
Parliament house in 1752, and cost £3,000. sterling; a sum which, it is scarcely
necessary to observe, was far greater in efficacy then, than at the present day.
Below the figure is the following inscription:

Duncano Forbes
de Culloden,
Suprema in civilibus curiz Presidi,
Judici integerrimo,

Civi optimo,
priscee virtutis viro,
Facultas Juridica libens posuit,
Anno post obitum quinto,
C.N. 1752.

In so few words, a more correct character cannot be given than is by the
foregoing inscription; and perhaps it is unnecessary to enlarge upon a subject, on
which the preceding pages have already been intended to throw some light. We
shall, however, state the sentiments (as to his public character) of Mr. John Home,
who might be called the cotemporary of Mr. Forbes; and of Lord Woodhouselee,
whose opportunities of knowledge gave him the same advantage in judging as if
he had lived in his society. The first observes, “Duncan Forbes, of Culloden, born
a younger brother and bred to the law, had passed through the different offices of
that profession which usually lead to the chair, universally esteemed, and thought
still worthy of a higher office than the one he held. When called to preside in the
supreme court of justice in Scotland, he fully answered the expectations of his
countrymen; his manners gave a lustre to the dignity of his station, and no
president of the Court of Session was ever more respected or beloved.” Lord
Woodhouselee®” gives the following animated delineation in his life of Lord
Kaims: “Duncan Forbes, of Culloden, was in all respects one of the most eminent
men of his time. His learning was extensive and profound, reaching even to the
Oriental languages; and he had that acuteness and subtilty of parts, which is
peculiarly fitted to the nice discriminations of the law; but which was always
regulated in him by the prevailing principles of his nature, probity, candour, and a
strong sense of the beauty of virtue and moral excellence. His warmth of heart
made him a man of religion; and as all his feelings were ardent, his piety, of
course, was fervent and habitual. This disposition, co-operating with a lively

®” Lord Woodhouselee (like the sculptor of the pillar of Trajan) has had the art
to exalt the principal person in his group (Duncan Forbes), sine diminutione
ullius.



imagination, led him to become an admirer and disciple of the Hutchinsonian
scheme of Theology, which professes to find in the Holy Scriptures, when
interpreted according to the radical import of the Hebrew expressions, a complete
system of natural philosophy, as well as of religious instruction. He had not
enough of physical science to detect the absurdities with which the scheme of his
favourite author abounds; but it delighted his imagination, and coincided with his
religious propensities; and in the writings which he published in support of that
scheme (his Letter to a Bishop, and his Thoughts concerning Religion, Natural
and Revealed), he is allowed to be the ablest of all the expositors of the
Hutchinsonian system of theology. In the eloguence of the bar, Forbes outshone
all his cotemporaries; for he united to great knowledge of jurisprudence, a
quickness of comprehension that discovered to him at once the strong ground of
argument which he was to press, or the weakness of the doctrine which he wished
to assail. When raised to the Presidency of the court, the vigour of his intellect, his
patience in the hearing of causes, his promptitude in the dispatch of business, the
dignity of his deportment, and, above all, the known probity and integrity of his
mind, gave the highest weight to the decisions of that tribunal over which he
presided. When to these qualifications we add an extensive acquaintance with
human nature, acquired and improved in a most active public life, and uniformly
directed to the great ends of promoting the welfare and prosperity of his fellow
citizens, and discharging his duty to God and to his country, we shall have some
faint idea of the character of Duncan Forbes.”

In his person Mr. Forbes was elegant and well formed; and his countenance,
from the several paintings extant, appears much more animated and handsome
than it is represented by his statue. The sculptor, however, not having the same
advantages as the painter, we may rather rely upon the painting for the likeness,
than upon the marble. As a husband, father, and brother, he was exemplary; and
as a master, affable and indulgent. Although his studies®, and the serious nature
of his avocations, might be expected to affect his gaiety, that was not the case; for
no man was in society more divested of care, or merrier, “within the limits of
becoming mirth;” so that the first nobility and wits of the time were happy to
“crack a bottle and a joke with him®®.” In his friendships he was sincere and very
steady; and those of any merit, with whom he had in the early part of his life been
intimate, never found that his elevation to fortune or office occasioned the
smallest coolness or distance in him: indeed, so much the contrary was the case,
that, from the terms of intimacy in which he was addressed by persons far below
his own walk in life, he might be blamed for suffering a too great familiarity, did
we not make allowance for their affection, and know that he was on every
occasion remarkable for propriety, and, when it was requisite, for great dignity of

% He is said to have read the Bible in Hebrew eight times over; and when intent
upon study, he secluded himself for whole days entirely from society.

® This expression is taken from a letter to the President from the Duke of
Hamilton; and perhaps may, without impropriety, be admitted in a view of private
life and character.



deportment. He had, indeed, as several anecdotes attest, a happy facility in
overcoming, by a facetious kindness, the diffidence and uneasiness of persons
inferior to him in the gradation of society, when in his company. In his resentment
of injury, he was moderate and placable; yet he was far from being easily brought
to renew habits of intimacy with persons who abused his friendship, until
atonement was made; and, being himself incapable of injustice, he was always
careful to avoid the appearance of being insensible of improper behaviour of this
sort, even at the time that he heartily forgave it. This principle of his conduct
proceeded from the candour of his nature; and we must allow, that he who passes
over as nothing the injustice of others, will not be scrupulously rigid in regulating
himself. To his friendship the first families were often indebted for advice and
assistance; and not a few confided to his integrity the care of their children, which
was sometimes a troublesome and disagreeable task; for gratitude seldom follows
the rigid performance of such duties. His knowledge of mankind was deep and
extensive; and no man had studied with more success the peculiar character, and
motives for action, of the highlanders; which gave him great weight among
them’®. This was increased by his boundless generosity, which prompted him to
make others happy, with so little regard to his private fortune, that it often
occasioned perplexity in his affairs; but it was strictly confined to the use of his
own means; for he never used his influence to get a friend preferred to office from
affection, unless he was fully capable of performing the duties of it: so that the
interest of the public was never subservient to his partiality.

In political principles, he was what is called a whig of the old school; and he
might be said to be one from hereditary right; as his father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather, were staunch in the same opinions. These were not out of fashion in
the reign of George 2d, who often was pleased to give unequivocal proofs that he

® The following anecdote is so well authenticated, that we shall insert it, as a
proof how well he was acquainted with the highlanders:

He was in the habit of sending his cattle to the west highlands, for the summer
grazings. The temptation of keeping them, at last, became so great, that the
foreman or manager of the gentleman who possessed the grazings was sent with
the melancholy news that the cattle were stolen. The President was well aware of
the real state of the case, and that showirig any mistrust or resentment could avail
nothing. Trusting to the point of honour, which he knew had the greatest weight
with every true highlander, he ordered the messenger to be kept, and entertained
for a fortnight with the excess of conviviality; and when he was setting out
homewards he called for him, and gave him ten guineas, desiring him to tell his
master, that the loss of a few cattle was nothing between two friends. All this had
the effect desired; the foreman (like Henry the fourth, in the treaty for restoring
Saluzzo, who would give no answer to any representation, but “I must have my
marquisate,”’) answered every argument of his master, “Culloden must have his
cattle;” and, as he was a man entrusted with too many important secrets and
affairs to be a contemptible enemy, the cattle were sent back to Culloden, with the
joyful tidings that they were found straying in the mountains.



cherished the principles which placed his family on the throne. His religious
opinions were liberal and tolerant to every persuasion; for he thought that God
judged by the heart, and not by the mere exterior show, or by the observance of
minute forms alone, which so often cover vice and hypocrisy. He was a sincere
believer in, and defender of, the Scriptures, and the doctrines of Christianity; from
which he derived a steady incentive to that virtue which he loved and practised
throughout life, and rays of comfort in the hour of death.

We shall conclude by observing, that though he was engaged, through a long
public life, in many affairs of peculiar delicacy, he had the merit of securing the
applause, not only of those with whom he acted, but even of those against whom
he was employed (a thing almost without example); and that his character for
public and private excellence was such, that the revolution of many years may not
again bring forward such a man; for those who paint him truest, praise him most.

His works were published after his death, in two volumes octavo. They consist
of “Thoughts on Religion, natural and revealed;” “Reflections on the Sources of
Incredulity in regard to Religion’;” and “A Letter to a Bishop, concerning some
important Discoveries in Philosophy and Religion.” They are written, as Lord
Hailes says, in a “flowing and oratorial style;” and they prove that he had
dedicated much of his attention to theology and philosophy. He has been blamed
for his partiality to some of Mr. Hutchinson’s ideas regarding the explanation of
passages in the Scriptures: he is, however, moderate, as well as clear and elegant,
in the exposition of his opinions; and rather blames the severity of Mr.
Hutchinson, in his attacks upon Sir Isaac Newton’? and another antagonist.

It may not be disagreeable to our readers to know the fortune of his family after
the decease of President Forbes. His son and heir, though far less eminent than his
father in point of talents, was a sensible and honourable man, and a very brave

t«] cannot (says Dr. Warburton, in a letter to Dr. Hurd,) omit recommending
to you the late Lord President Forbes’s little posthumous work on Incredulity; it is
a little jewel. I knew and venerated the man: one of the greatest which ever
Scotland bred, both as a judge, a patriot, and a christian.”

> Mr. Forbes, indeed, may be said rather to state and explain Mr. Hutchinson’s
doctrines, than to defend them. Among other curious things stated by that author,
is the assertion, that in six different passages the effects of the load-stone are
spoken of in the Bible, and that the cause is to be gathered likewise from it.

It must be so obvious, how greatly mankind are interested that the real meaning
of words and passage in the Old Testament (the foundation of our religion, and
the most ancient of all histories,) should be made evident, that it is strange more
persons have not followed Mr. Forbes in his progress towards elucidation; a work
which would confer honour on the person engaged, in proportion to the difficulty
which the developement of sentences involved in the emblematical and
prophetical idioms of a difficult language, and dubious punctuation, must
occasion; not to mention the rites, manners, and transactions alluded to, which are
either chiefly unknown, or obscured by the deepest shades of antiquity.



officer of cavalry. The fortune to which he succeeded was so involved, that for
some years there seemed no means of extricating it, except by the sale of one half
of the landed estate. But the effects of economy, however slow, are sure; and John
Forbes preferred the part of living in retirement, and at a small expenditure, to that
of dissipating the fortune of his ancestors. In less than thirty years, he not only
cleared the estate of incumbrances, but added to it by several contiguous
purchases; and his son” and successor, by Jean Forbes, daughter of Sir Arthur
Forbes of Craigievar, baronet, making an opulent marriage in England, added to
the family possessions.

In 1784, Government resolved to resume the privilege of Ferrintosh, after it had
for nearly a century been enjoyed by the family. Of the value of this privilege
(which was likewise a distinction honourable to the proprietor’s family) we may
form some idea from Mr. Arnot’s statement, in his History of Edinburgh, that
more whisky was distilled in Ferrintosh than in all the rest,of Scotland. The
representatives of the family being employed abroad for many years, caused this
part of the estate to be much neglected; and arrangements had been only just made
with a company, to bring it to an increase of value, when Government (perhaps
hearing of this) came to the resolution of taking it away. We shall not pretend to
give an accurate statement of what the real produce might be brought to; but if we
loosely suppose the number of arable acres at 1,800 (they amount to this extent),
and take the produce at only five bolls of barley per acre, that would give 9,000
bolls, which (considering the motives for making the lands productive by
imported manures) is but a small return. If the profit to the proprietor upon the
distillation of these 9,000 bolls into whisky (duty-free) should be taken at only
Two pounds sterling per boll, the return to the family would come to £18,000
sterling per annum; besides insuring the conversion into arable land of the rest of
the barony upon easy terms. The produce of one boll of barley converted into
whisky is sometimes sold as high as six pounds sterling; so that the above
calculation of clear profit might be fairly doubled in that view, and leave the
farmer or distiller £2. sterling per boll. The family, as might be expected, urged
every argument to induce Government to desist from resuming its own grant of a
perpetual property”™ of such value; but, in spite of every opposition and appeal to

7 Arthur Forbes of Culloden was married to Miss Sarah Stratton, daughter and
sole heiress of Edward Stratton esquire, county of Kent.

7 After stating this matter shortly, and without being very particular, we leave
the transaction to speak for itself. We shall only add the expression of our hope,
that when we have so lately seen the generosity of parliament make an additional
grant to a noble family for a property which had been resumed for a much longer
time, for a large sum, and by the consent of that family distinctly expressed, the
justice of Government will not permit such a transaction as the one here stated, to
remain what may perhaps be called a solitary instance, that private property is not
always secure from power. If it required that any thing should be added to the
claim to justice and favour of the Culloden family, the unrequited services and
outlays of the President, and of his brother, might be mentioned, who might each
assume with truth the plaintive motto of the Courtenays:—Ubi lapsus? Quid feci?



justice and good faith, it was taken away, for the compensation of the principal
sum of £21,500.

Duncan George Forbes, the great grandson of President Forbes, now represents
the family of Culloden.
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CULLODEN PAPERS.

No. I.

PETITION of Duncan Forbes, in the name of the Inhabitants of the Town of
Inverness.

[Early in 1626. This seems to have been the first sketch of a more formal
document, which, with the King’s Answer annexed, will be found in p. 4.]

To the King’s most Excellent Majestie,

The humble Petition of Duncan Forbes, Provost of Innernes, in name of the whole
Inhabitants of that your Majestie’s auncient Brugh.

Humbly shewing,

THAT, notwithstanding the insurrection of the Clanchattan is fullie repressed,
and they reduced to obedience of your Majestie’s lawes, which was the first
ground of the Comission granted to the Earle of Murray; yet his Lordship, under
color of the same, and directlie beyond the power granted thereby unto him, doth
seek utterlie to subvert that auncient Brugh (whose foundation was long before
the Birth of Christ, and whose Inhabitantes have ever been faithful and loyall
subjects to your Majestie’s Royal Predecessors), by exactinge the escheate of
some of them, and fines from others in value far above their Estates, pretending
that they sold some small Commaodities to some persones of that Clan. Thus doth
he begin to exceede to such height of rigour against your Subjects of that Towne
as heretofore hath not been practised in ane civill kingdome or State; being
himself both Judge and party, and the Members of his Courts his own Creatures.
And withall forcing your said Subjects, to their great charges, to repair from their
Dwellings to places far distant; where when being come, they are delayed of that
due course of Justice pretended against them with unjust extremitie; whereof if
not in time prevented, they as are Members of the body of that Estate shall
thereby be brought to such povertie, that from henceforth they cannot consist as a
Town able to pay anie their lawful Dues to your Majestie.

And in regard there can be no greater Evidence of their innocence then their
earnest desire to submit themselves to the censure of anie your Majestie’s
Judicatories:

It may please your Majestie to referr the Consideration of the premises to anie
such of them as your Highnes in your most princely judgment shall think
expedient; and in the mean time to wreitt unto the said Earle that he desist from
further insisting in pursuit of your said Subjects, until that by that Judicatorie all
differences between them be fullie cleared.

‘And they, their Wifes, and Children, (as bound by dutie) shall still pray for your
Majestie’s long life and prosperous raigne.



No. II.
P> B. of Ross to the Council of Inverness, dated London, 17th March 1626.

Honorable and loveing freinds,

IT may please you, your Proved, Duncan Forbes, being heere about your
Bussinesse, and | considering his great forwardness, and earnest care, to procure
the good and weal of your Towne, and your peaceable setling with the Earl of
Morray, | could not but take speciall notice thereoff, and acquent you with the
same; And to declare to you, that by his wise and discreet cariage, with the
assistance of some good freinds to him and yourselves, obtained greater favors
and courtesye at my Lord the Earle of Morray’s hands nor could be expected by
any other kynd of dealing whatsoever: whereof My Lord of Lorne, My Lord
Ockletree, My Lord Kinclewin, S Francis Stewart, and S" William Alexander and
I my selff, as hearing and being Witnesses, can bear testimonie, and as your
Provest himself will more particularlie impart to you. Iff you and the Inhabitants
of your Towne, behaveth yourselffs dutifully, and respectively, you will find that
his Lordship will use you courteously, in this businesse, and all other affairs
betweene him and you, wherein | shall be contented gladlie to tak the paines to
see you all settled peaceablie, and finallie m peace with his Lordship. You have
reason to be thankfull to your Provest for his fidelitie, diligence, and care in these
your affairs. In anie thing wherein | can be serviceable, or able to pleasure you,
either heere ©r at home, | shall be willing to give proofe of my readines therein.
Thus recommending yoa to God, | rest

Your Loveing and affectionat freind readie to be commanded
P B. of Ross.
No. lit

Sir William Alexander, to the Bailiffs, Council, and Committee, of the Burgh of .
Inverness, dated Whitehall, the 28 of March 1626.

Worthie freinds,

| HAVE wreitten this Lre unto you, testifieing the good carrage of yo' provest
in his Commission. At his coming here, he obteaned the favour of the best sort
about Court; he drew up his Petition, and was assured of frends to gett him
presence of the King, and to second him in so farre as might stand with reason.
Notwithstanding, he, verie wiselie considdering what might be the event of his
petitioning, in respect of the great favour of the Earl of Murray with the Prince,
and of his great frends about Court, but cheefelie for that you have no just cause
to complaine of him as yet, and untill the time you suffer a reall wrong $ so that
his Ma * might have instantly disliked these rash kind of proceedings, and might
have irritated the Nobleman the more against you; In consideration whereof
(working the same effects that you desired, in a more faire and plausible maner),
he hath concluded with the said Earle after this maner: he conveened divers of my
Lord’s own frends and other Noblemen, such as My Lord of Lorn, My Lord
Kincleuin, My Lord Ochiltree, The Bishop of Rosse, and some others, amongst



whom | was orie; and in our presence the Earle of Murray did tak the provest by
the hand in name of your Town, and protested that he was not of intention to
deale in rigor against you; but your own misbehaviour towards his Lo did in
some measure offend him; and now hath promised (you doing your dutie in
reason as becometh you) that

he shall not wrong you, in anie maner of way; but rather to malntaine you with his
best assistance. And as for the putting of his Commission in execution he shall do
the same in such sort as you shall have no just cause to complaine upon that
subject; for doing whereof the Bishop of Rosse (besides that he was an eye
witness) will assist; so that if the said Earle wold prove otherwayes nor he hath
promised (being confident that he will not) you have all that you could crave by
yo' Peticion; which is, that you have an indifferent Judge for your greevanc’es.
Wherfor you have all good reason not only to think that yo" provest hath done
better for your weal then you could have expected otherwise, but likewise to give
him heartie thankes. He hath intended with me a Bargaine in favour of your
Town, as he himself will show you at meeting, which, God willing, will both
prove beneficiall and honorable unto you, as ainie one thing that ever

}'ou took in hand. He hath made me to be your loveing freind in all your good and
awful affaires, whenever you shall desire me to that effecL Thus with my love
remembered to you, | rest

Your loving frend to serve you,
W. ALEXANDER.
No. IV.
PB. of Ross to the Honble Duncan Forbes, dated London, 2 2d of April 1626.

HONORABLE and loving friend, | have wrytten to the Earle of Murray to
discontinue any proceedings against the inhabitants of y" towne untill my
returning; whicfc | hope his Lordp will doe gladly, according to his promise made
to me before his departing; and after my returning | hope, God willing, to satle
that business, to his Lordp’s honor, and both your contentments. Since your
departing hence, within three dayes thereafter immediatelie, 1 had two
conferences with His Majestie; and since that tyme | have been visited with ane
grievous ague; and now, praised be God, am convalesced, and am resolved, how
soon | shall recover strenth, to take journay homeward before the downsitting of
the sessione; befor the quhilk tyme, | most intreatt you to try out, and have in
readiness, some ten or twelve thousand pound scots, that I may have the same,
upone sufficient securitie; for I purpose, God willing, to satisfie some of my most
urgent creditors, whoe have adoe with ther monyes at this tearme. S' | pray you
try out the money in the hands of sik as ye know will be most kyndlie and
discreitt. In doing quhairof, you shall oblige me to serve and pleasur you in ane
greater imployment, and | houpe the partie with whom ye shall deall in my favour
shall have occasione to give you thanks. | doubte not bot ye will keip promise in
visiting my wyf and childring when yo" leasur may permitt you, and will be



careful that shee neglakt nothing quhilk you shall desyre to be furnished till my
returning. Thus recommending you to God, I rest”

* Your loving friend readie to power.
P B. of Ross.
PETITION No.V.

PETITION from Duncan Forbes, Provost of Inverness, in the name of the
Inhabitants

of that town, to King Charles the First.
To the King’s most Excellent Majestie,

The humble Petition of Duncan Forbes, Provost of Innerness, in the name of the
Inhabitants of that your auncient Brugh,

Humblie sheweth,

THAT it may please your Majestie to reade and consider the Articles and heads
following, concerning the Commission graunted of late to the Earl of Murray;
whereby in some measure theire greivances, that they thereby are likelie to
endure, are touched and sett downe.

i* Firste, in regarde that the Ground of his Commission was for repressinge the
insurections of the Clanchattan, who voluntarilie have submitted themselves unto
him, and are reduced to obedience to your Majesties lawes, havinge become His
Lordships Servauntes and tennents; he should not in reason thereafter to use
means, under coulor of the same, to undoe ane civill and auncient Towne, by
exactinge somes of money from them, which, if not above, are att leaste
equivalent with, the estates of many of them.

2. There is an Acte of Parliament in An* 1793, providinge that upon the
grauntinge of any Comission of the like nature, and the insurrection being setled,
that then the force of the said Comission, in all points wherein the same might be
extended, should cease.’

3. It is a spetiall ground of his Comission, for the avoydinge of superfluous
charges and paines that your Majestie’s subjects might endure by theire
repayringe to Judicatories farr distant from theire dwellings, that he shoulde
minister Justice with ease to them; where to the contrarie, they are forced to goe
from Innernes to Elgin, being 30 myles distant one from another, there being a
shire interjected betweene them; wher when beinge come, they have been delayed
of the due course of Justice pretended againste them.

4. Such a Comission as hee hath, shoulde onelie be in force against Rebellious
people, fireraisers, and such execrable malefactors; and not against a Civill
people, subject to your Majesties lawes, payinge theire part of your Majesties
taxations, and beinge a free Brugh these many hundred yeares; where himself is
both judge and partie, and the Members of his Court meerelie his own Creatures.

5. Some of the Inhabitants of youre said Towne, beinge unwilling in the stormy



time of winter to hazard themselves from theire dwellings and from their lawfull
trades, to repair to Elgin, were contented, at his earnest intreatie, to come into His
Lordship’s will, with promise they should incure no further danger then theire
particular dittayes had merited; which coulde not (as they did then imagine) be
further extended, then for the selling” to some of the said clan, or their Servaunts
(whom att that time they could hardlie discerne in Mercates, where, ordinarilie,
there is a confused concourse of people), some smale comodities, as Salte, Soape,
and the like; whereupon they simplie, by subscribinge an Acte made by the Earle,
confessed themselves to be resettors of the said Clan, and soe are fyned, some in
three thousand, some in two thousand marks, and so forth, in somes equivalent if
not above theire estates; which Acte and the Decreets given thereupon, togeather
with the costs thereof, they humblie desire maye be considered, and they putt in
their places as if they had never subscribed such an Acte, soe farr contrarie to
equitie and conscience.

6. His Lop hath not Power, by his Commission, to direct his own Precepts for
charging of the persons fyned to make payment to him of their fynes, under payne
of horninge; nor to give Declarations upon theire Escheates in his owne Courtes,
which are merelie your Majesties Royal Prerogatives; and consequentlie he hath
proceeded in this against all Equitie and conscience, and against all Civill Order;
and therefore in reason his Commission is voide.

7. Laste, they holde it greate extremhie, (though his Suite againste them were
righte) to exacte, after soe rigorous and unconscionable a manner, the halfe, if not
the greatest part, of a poor Man’s Estate, where penall Statutes are executed with
a greate deale of more lenitie; and moreover they think it noe waye agreeable to
true nobilitie to make up his Losses againste the said Clan, by undoinge the poor
Inhabitants of an Auntient Brugh; which course, if it be not in time prevented, will
be a means of the utter ruyne and desolation thereof in all ages hereafter.

But in regarde there can be noe greater Evidence of theire Innocence, then theire
earnest desire to submitt themselves to the Censure ofany your Majesties
Judicatures;

It may please your Majestie to reserv the Consideration of the premises to any
such of them as your Highnes, in your most princelie Judgm’, shall think fitt; And
in the mean time to give Order to the said Earle, that he desist from further
insistinge in pursuite of the said Subjects, untill that, by that Judicatorie, all
differences between them be fully cleered.

At the Court att Bagshoit, the 16" of August 1626. .

HIS Majestie, havinge seene this petitione, is graciously pleased, m regarde of
the Petitioners alleaged distresses, to Teserv the Consideratione of the same, and
what can be further alleaged to this purpose by either partie (whome His Majestie
is willinge should be indifferentlie heard), to the Commissions for the Greivances;
willinge them, after due tryall of the premisses, to determine therein according to
Justice and Equity.

No.VL



From Mr. Middleton to the Marquis of Argyle. Dated from Knockhall, 14th Janry
1646*
My verie noble Lord,

AMONGST others who have testified y" affection to the publick, I cannot omitt
to recommend to your Lordship’s consideration the condition of Duncan Forbes,
of Culloden; who hes all this tyme past keept out his House, which lyes near to
Invernes, for the publick service upon his own expenses, with a considerable
number of Men in it; And has bene himself verie active against the Rebells at all
occasions; and if his house had beene gayned by the enemy, it would have tended
much to the prejudice of the Publick. For this his affection, he hes all his Lands
spoiled and waisted by the Rebells, his Corne burnt, and truelie himselfe brought
to that extremitie, that unless his loss be taken to considerationn he cannot be able
to subsist; whereby not onlie will he be disabled to doe the Publick service in
these Parts, but likewise other Gentlemen men will be discouraged. This I thought
fit .to represent to your Lordship, and shall intreat in his behalff that your
Lordship will befriend him at the Committees, and by thinking upon some way
both how his loss may be repaired, and for his subsistance in the mean tyme, in
respect of his fidelity and constancie. Ceasing to trouble your Lordship any more
for the present, | rest, My Lord,

, Your Lordsp’s most faithful and most obedient Servant
Jo. MIDDLETONE.
No. VII.

ADDRESS to the Lords, &c. assembled in Parliament.
Dated Invernes, 97 Feb” 1649.
Right Hono"® and our much honored Lordes.

OUR formar respecte to the Cause of God, testified be our sufferinges for it,
and our present posture in the same constant way, we hope, will beare witness of
our reall affectiounes and obliged dewtie to the present high Court of Parliament;
and to declare the same the more, we cannot bot signifie to your LI that weheire
ast thekingdome is intended to be invadit be forraineirs, so this poor towne is
speciallie aimed at. In this, as hitherto we have proovin Loyall, so now, be the
grace of God, we sall not be defective. Onlie this we must signifie to your LI, that,
except thair be provycion of Coall, wictuall, and other Furniture, it will be
impossible to manteine the place against any enimie. We appeall the consciences
of all knowen our present condition, annent what we wreit; and we hope our
Provest, will upon certaine knowlidge, declare the same. We cannot theirfoir bot
humblie intreate your LI with all possible speed to send hither provisioune of
Coall, wi&uall, and other furniture suitable for such ane place; and we assure
your LI, we sall not be found lacking in what may concerne us for our dewtie,
according to our power; for, as we have signified to your LI befoir, we will rather
die then staine that reputatioune which by God’s great providence this poore
Towne has acqueired. With all humilitie we desire your LI to assent to the other



desyres which our Provest, from us, is to represent to your LI; which humblie
awaiting for, we desyre a speciall blissing from heaven on your Lis meiting, and
restis

Your humble Servands

ROBERT CARGIE baillie
R. ROSE baillie

M. CUTHBERT 2 baillie
J. J. DUNBAR baillie

No. VIII.

ACT of the Commission of the General Assembly, made at the West Kirk of
Edinburgh.

West Kirk, the 13™ Day of August 1650. THE Commissione of the Generall
Assemblie, considering that there may be just ground of stumbling, from the
King’s Majestie’s refusing to subscrybe and emit the Declaratione offered unto
him by the Committee of Estates and Commissioners of the Generall Assemblie
concerning his former carriage, and resolutiones for the futur, in reference to the
cause of God, and the enemies and friends therof; doeth therfor declaire, that this
Kirke andKindome doe not own nor espouse any malignant pairtie or

9 quarrell



they may have, sooner than they expect, a most serious occasion for my service.
But its needless now to preach y’ Doctrine to them; they think ymselves in ane
infallible security; | wish they may not be mistaken. However, | think its the
interest of all those who love this Government, betwixt Spy & Nesse, to see me at
the head of my Clan ready to join them; so y’ | belive none of them will refuse to
sign ane Adrese to make me a Scotsman. | am persvvaded, D’ Sir, y’ you will be
of good example to y™ on y  head. But secrecv, above all, most be keept; wfout
which all may go wrong. | hope you will be stirring for the parliament; for | will
not be reconcil’d to you if you let Prestonall outvote you. Bregadeer Grant, to
whom | am infinitely obliged, has writen to Foyers to give you his vote; & he is
ane ungrat villain if he refuses him. [If] | was at home, the litle pityfull Barons of
the Aird durst not refuse you. But I am hopefull y’ the news of my going to
Brittain will hinder Prestonall to go north j for I may come to meet him when he
lest thinks of me. | am very impatient to see you, & to assure you most sincerely
how much I am, w* love & respect,
Right Honourable, Your most obedient

& most humble Servant.
the 24" of Nov’ 1714. LOVAT.
No. XLIII.

M" Jo. Forbes to his Brother M" Duncan Forbes, Dated 18 Xber 1714. Dear
Brother,

| SEND you by this Express a packet, which if my Lord Hay is at Edin" you
yourself are to deliver to him, and if still att London to forward carefully to him. It
contains ane Address from the Frasers to the King; and likewise a full resignation
of ther Clan to Argyle, as ther Chieff. Ther doing this, at a jouncture when the
other Clans are forceing through ane other Address in favours of the high Church,
and | truly think pairtly levelled at Argyle, ought not to be forgot; for | can assure
you there was no stone left unturn’d by the other Clans to divert them from it;
even to that degree, that they were at daggers drawing about it. | therefore truely
think the Duke should take them heartily by the hand, and support them now that
they have cast out with all the Hylands on his Grace’s accoumpt. Our aird Frasers
viz’ Relict, Dunballach, Belladrum, Kinnarids, and Dunballach’s brethren, have
subscribed the Hyland Address, with Fraserdealls; but Ahnagarn would not. Pray
fail not to speak to my Lord Hay, that he cause Streachen, who is now at the
Colledge or with my Lady Duches at Diddiston, subscribe the Frasers Address
before it’s sent up. | send you also a Memoran, dum anent the Elections, which I
doubt not you’ll take care of. I know very well that neither Relict or Dunballach
are in possession of 400lbs valued rent; and what else the old Retours of these two
Barronies were, they are now so divyded that it’s thought by every bodie they will
not answer to separate fortie shill. lands as now possest.

| entreat you’ll be att pains in this thing; for if there’s any life in it, 1 will
certainly carry my election. Therfor send me ane authentick double of those
Barronies, ther Lands, and Retours, in the termes of the note herewith sent you. |



wonder much | hear no word from Grant. Col. A. M’Kynzie was at Inverness all
this Week, and he’s made a strong partie there for himself against Stewart; yett
I’m hopeful Stewart may carrie it; only ther is one thing Stewart must doe,
otherwise Killravock will not yield his pretensions; and that is, That he not only
give his Vote as a Barron to young Killravock in the Shyre of Cromarty; but also
he must deall with Argyle and Royston, to write to Sir Keneth to give his interest
also to Killravock: so tell Will Stewart

F this, this, that he may do all he can in this mater. We have a Storie att Inverness,
notwithstanding of what you wrote me of the 2% Xber, That Argyle and the
Squadron are not in good termes; and as a proof of this they say, That Montrose
has wrote to the town in favour of Col M°Kynzie; and if they cannot carrie him,
any Man rather than Stewart; but I cannot believe this. Glendarnell has been in
this Countrie, and very active in promote the Hyland Address; and also medling
all he could in our Elections. |1 wonder much, that the Goverment does not take
notice of such Incendiaries. He assures very confidently, that we are to have Warr
with France and that the Chevalier will be with us in the spring, and that the
House of Commons will be Torie by a great majority; and then he hopes this
Ministrie will turn out as fast as ever they turn’d in; and yet, for all these stories,
he doubts not in the least but on the presenting his Hyland Address to be repon’d
to his Commission. I think, if he were right served, he should rather gett a healter.
Killravock intreats, that how soon the parliament is dissolved, you call for the
Writts of the Shyre of Ross, and lett them be sent to him or me with all possible
speed; you may easily guess our meaning, if you think on Channerie. You are
lykewise to be the more active in sending me the returns | call for, that att
writteing hereof | am certainly informed that my worthie friend and dear Comrade
Brodie is dead; and therfore send me by the bearer my black Cloathes that lyes in
Mr. Monroe’s. This man’s Death is a very considerable loss to us. May the Lord
himself prepare us. Our Mother and all friends are weel. | am

Yours,

Coll. i8"® Xber 1714. JO. FORBES.

No. XLIV.

Mr. Duncan Forbes to the Laird of Culloden.
Dear Brother, Edinburgh, 31 December 1714.

THIS Christmas season is more a time of conjecture than of News. Dyer
formerly was wont to prophecy what was to happen from the Plots that were laid
down at this time; but that is now over, and there is not so much as a Whisper of
any project, Whigg or Tory, further than that of Elections for the ensuing
Parliament; which, it is said by people who pretend to understand, will be Whigg,
by some Majority; and indeed one thing is certain, that the Mobb of London, and
in proportion that of the rest of England, is come to much juster sentiments of our
King than those they formerly entertained; in so much that some of those
audacious Sermons which you might have heard preached, concerning the danger
of the Church, and the King’s title, at London, met with contempt instead of



applause from the hearers; and the persons who held forth in Sacheverell’s stile,
had abundance of difficulty to escape without afronts.

Our new Commission of Police, as they call it, is come down: the
Commissioners are, Tweddale, Sutherland, Buchan, Marchmont, Bute, Delorrain,
Glenagies, Thomas Kennedy, and M" Charles Airskin (Buchan’s Brother). Their
business is, to present Ministers to such Kirks as the King is Patron of; to notice
nonjurors, papists, Highland Clans, the poor of the nation, Highways, Ports, and
navigable Rivers, &°; and their Sallarys are, Twedale, President, £1200; every
Peer ~800; each Commoner ~400.

Upon Information that Beaufort, alias Lovat, is at London and intends to come
down, Fraserdale has been at the Justice Clerk, requiring ane Extract of the
process and sentence against him. How far Argyle is privy to his comming | know
not.

DUN. FORBES.

Show this to my Mother, and excuse me for not writing to her.
No. XLV. No. XLV.

MEMORIALL for the President of the Session in Scotland, 1714.
To the King.

MEMORIALL for Sir Hew Dalrymple, of North Berwick, President of His
Majestie’s Court of Session in Scotland.

THE Court of Session is the supreme ordinary Judicator in Scotland, of great
authority, wherein the Kings, his Maties Royall Predecessors, before the union of
the two Kingdoms in the Person of King James the first of Great Brittaine, were in
use to sitt.

The President of that Court had not only ane equall share of the Provisions
settled upon the Lords of Session; but our Princes were furder pleased to grant ane
extraordinary Sallary to the President, to enable him to live according to the
Caracter of that Office; wherein regaird was had to the circumstances of the
person promoted to that Dignity; as in the case of Sir George Lockhart, who was
taken from a very lucrative imployment at the Bar. He got a Pension of 21200, as
President, besydes his Sallary as one of the ordinary Lords of Session, w* the
usuall Present of Wines allowed by the Treasurie: in all about ~1500. And the
President of the Session that now is, being in lyke maner advanced from the Bar,
he had a Pension of £700. as President, and the lyke Present of Wynes, besydes a
share of the provision of the ordinary Lords: in all, £ 1000.

The expence of living increasing, and the Parliament of Scotland judging the
Provision of the President and Ordinary Lords of Session not to be suitable to the
Dignity & caracter of these Offices, did in the last Session of the Parliament,
wherein the treaty of Union was ratified, humbly and in a most particular maner
adress her late Matie of Glorious memory, in Behalfe of the President &
Remanent Lords of Session, for additional Sallaries.



Her MaHe, in complyance with that Address, by a Letter under her Royall hand
to the Lords of Session, was graciously pleased to declare her intention to make
up to each of the Lords ~500. and to the President of the Session ~1,000 yearly;
whereby the President was entitled to if?i,000. as President, and ~500 as one of
the Lords: a£ 1,500. in all.

Nevertheless, when the Establishment came to be made out, in pursuance of the
Adress of Parliament, & her Maties Letter, The President did not receive the
benefitt intended; for hitherto, in place of if 1,000., he hath only received ~800. as
President, and hath not bein allowed any share of jf 300. regularly payed to each
of the other Lords of Session ever since the Union.

The President did furder continue to receive his share of the old Sallary of
7200. belonging to him as one of the Lords of Session. But that can never be
reckoned to make up a part of the 21,000 mentioned in her Maties Letter; Because
that old Sallary belonged to him, not as President, but as one of the Lords, and
was not issued out of the Treasurie of Scotland before the Union, nor of Great
Brittaine since, - but did arise from the Interest of a Stock of Money, and other
appropriated funds, given by Parliament to the Lords of Session.

This £%00. allowed to the President, is very litle if any thing better then what
he had formerly; for before the Union he had ~700. as President, and a Present of
Wines allowed him by the Treasurie, and the old Sallary of ~200. as one of the

F 2 ‘Lords j Lords; ~1,000. In all; so that what hes bein hitherto received is no
better then his former Settlement, unless the said Wines be reckoned less valuable
then .8£100. which must be so inconsiderable as not worth noticing: so that the
Adress of Parliament, and her Maties gracious letter, have hitherto been altogether
ineffectuall to the President: which certainly was never intended,; for,

i°—The Adress is in behalfe of the President, for ane additional Sallary to him.
2°—Her Maties pleasure was, that each of the Lords should be made up ~500. and
the President ~1,000; whereof the plain meaning is, that the Lords as Lords, and
the President as President, should have these respective settlements. And the Lord
Justice Clerk and Clerk Register (who have since that Adress and Letter bein
Lords of Session) had their shares as Lords, besydes their full Sallaries belonging
to their Offices; and soe it hes allwayes bein formerly in the case of the President,
or any other Office enjoyed by a Lord of Session.

37“—It pleased her late Matie to take care of all the other Judges of Scotland,;
and the President does belive that no mark of distinction was intended to the
prejudice of him.personally, or to the prejudice of his office.

4’°—1If all that is proposed were granted in behalf of the President, His Sallary
of ~ 1,500. would yet be but suitable, considering the bounty of the Giver, and the
greatness of the Government of the United Kingdom in which he serves; and that
the Office of President of the Session was allwayes the first in rank of the Judges,
ane Imployment of great weight, requiring ane assiduous and closs application;
for which reason it had allwayes a Sallary above that of the Lord Register, Justice
Clerk, or King’s Advocat, or any other Judge; and the Sallaries of the other Lords



being raised from ~200. to ~500. the addition proposed to the Lord President’s
Sallary is no more then proportionall. .,

How soon the late establishment was Publick, My Lord President did cause lay
a Memoriall before the Earle of Godolphine, then Lord Treasurer, setting furth his
Claim; and; he is well informed that my Lord Treasurer was convinced there was
a mistake in the Establishment, and made some steps towards a rectification, as.
well with relation to the tyme past as to come; which was then put off till some
other particulars relating to Scotland should be considered, and thereafter
obstructed by the great alterations which happened in the Treasurie & other public
affaires.

The wholl is most humbly offered to his Maties consideration, that such
directions may be given thereupon, both with relation to what is wanting for the
tyme past, and in tyme coming, as shall appear most suitable to Justice, and to His
Maties RoyalL Bounty.

No. XLVI.
Mr. Munro to the Laird of Coulodden. Dated Foules, 17" Feb" 1715. Dear Sir,

I HAVE yours of yesterday’s date at twelve 0’Clock this day. It is. not possible
| can have any Account of the Proceedings at Wick yesterday, befor Saturday next
at the soonest. | shall endeavour to informe you of the event therof when any
Account of it shall come to my knowledge. Coulraine is with my Son in
Caithness; and | shall disspatch ane express to meet him in Sutherland with your
Letter, with one from myself to him, & another to Captan Robert Munro, that he
may doe with his Brotherin-law as he promised me heir. | doubt not but that
Coulraine will meet with Captan Monro in Sutherland, & will use his outmost
endeavour with him to perform his engadgment to Coulraine & me. | find the
Jacobits are werie uppish, both in Edbr & in England; so that if ye go to the
Parliament as | hope ye will, you will recommend to some trustie faithfull frend to
take care of your House of Coulodden; & leave Orders with your people at
Ferintosh to receive directions from me, or from your Cousen George (my Son as
you are pleased to call him); which you may be sure will be calculat to the support
of your Interest in subordination to the public Cause as possiblie I can. | offer my
affectionat humble duty to your Lady. All here joyn with me in giving you the
tender of our most afectionate respects; being, Dear Sir,

Your most humble Servant, & afectionat Uncle,
J. B. MUNRO.

The vanitie, insolence, arogance, & maddness of the Jacobits is beyond all
measure unsupportable. | bleeve they most be let blood. They still have a trick of
presuming upon the lenitie of a moderat Government. It seems, God either
destines them for destruction, or infatuates others to allow them to be pricks in
our sides & Thornes in our Eyes. | have account from verie good hands from Edbr
that to their certan knowledge Saidles were making in that Citie for Dragounes to
serve the Pretender; & that all the Popish Lords and vCrie manie Popish and
Jacobits Gentlemen are assembled there now; so that all friends and Loyall



subjects to his present Majestie are advysed to be upon there Guard from thence
against ane Invasion or Insurrection, which is suddenly expected, which the
Jacobits pretend will interrupt the meeting of the Parliat.

Adieu.
No. XLVII.

Mr. John Forbes to his brother Mr. Duncan Forbes.
Dear Brother,

THE hurrie 1 was in last week made me neglect answering your Letters; but |
bid M" Baillie tell you how matters past. | cam to this place last night in companie
with Mintosh, who | hope will return a kyndly answer to my Lord Hay’s Letter. |
thought it needless to deliver Cromartie’s Letter, because the Election for that
Shyre was over before it came to my hand, and also because of the
disappointment Killravock mett with, after a great many Promises and
Protestations off friendship. And I truly think, if the Duke of Argyle desyres any
Favours, he should be advysed.to bestow them better then on such as never can be
hearty for the present Government, nor firm friends to his familie. You may make
what use of this you please.

You say you have no newes; but we abound with them in this Countrie. The
Pretender is expected every moment, and his friends all raddie; but since our
steatsmen takes no notice of this, | lett it allohe, and wishes they may not repent it
when they cannot help it.

Ane other Storie we have is, That Argyle and the Squadron are att
d’agersdrawing; and notwithstanding of what you have wrote me | wish it be not
found too true; For if his Grace be supporting Carnwath, M" Murray, and such
People as these, in ther Elections, as it is confidently storied here, I must beg
leave to say,. it is a. proof to me that there are differences amongst you which |
most heartily regreate. |1 wish to God they would remember, that a House divided
against itself cannot stand.

Please give my service to all friends; lett [me~know when the Parliat is to
meet,. and believe me to be yours,

Castle Grant, ,>" March 1715. JO. FORBES.

Give my service to Capt Monro, and mynd him to write to me as he promised.
The Brigadier’s return and myne were sent Express, Monday last, to M" Stewart,
to be forwarded. Inquier about them that they be’ not neglected*

No.XLVIIL. No. XLVIII.
The same to the same.
Dear Brother,

| DELIVER’D your Letter to the Marquis of Lothian, and made his Lordship
the best compliment | could for the favour done you; and ane apologie, by way of
Ly, as you desyred, for your Letters not haveing come sooner to hand; all which



his Lop. received most graciously.

In my last, | have answer’d the material pairt of yours anent my niece Marie.
You put it now on the foot of obedience to me: You very weel know | never was a
matchmaker; and as I desyre not the half mark, so I mean not to have the When
Foy” made that proposall to me, | thought it reasonable; because if his
circumstances are such as he represented them, she might live like a
Gentlewoman, and this | suppose her father & you are satisfied in ere now. But,
whatever my Opinion be in the matter, 1 will not impose it on any, much less on
Marie; nor doe | desire that she should in the least cross her inclinations under a
pretence of pure obedience to me; and this much I told her att parting. Therfore if
you her father and oy" friends does not think Foy” a suitable match, and if she has
no inclination to it, it is an easie matter to put it off; for | never proposed it on any
other terms, than that it should be with the good lykeing of the parties concern’d,;
so that there need beno compliment of pure obedience to me in the matter, nor can
her marrieing or notmarrieingFoy” in the least alter my affection from her. So |
leave it intyrely to her to chouse a husband for herself. If, on the oy" hand, she will
marry Foy”, | think it needless to postpone matters. The terms | wrote you in my
last. I am to give Five thousand marks, payable year and day after marriage; and if
you doe not think fifty pounds sterline of Annuity a sufficient return, take what
more you think fit, and the man can spaire: For the oy" Clauses, Lett them be in
Comon Forme. Thus you have my mynd fully of that matter, so you and oy"
friends may doe in it as you think most proper. | need not trouble you with my
private affairs, because | have wrote a long Letter to Ahnagarn, which he will
show you.

As for your Hyland neighbours, ther trysts and meetings, | know not what to
say. | wish we be not too secure. | can assure you, the Tories here were never hyer
in their looks or hopes, which they found upon a speedie Invasion. Whatever be in
the matter, left things be so order’d, that my House be not surprysed.

M" Walpole has been very ill, and recovers but slolie; and 1’m told we will not
have the reporte of the secrete Committee before us till he be in condition to come
to the House. But | am also told, that the maladministration of the late Ministerie
is so clearly proven, that they cannot escape. Mind me to my mother and my
Wyffe, and to Marie.

| am yours
London, 30™ Apryle 1715. JO. FORBES.
M" Baillie gets the prints weekly.
No. XLIX.
To the Hon®” My Ladie Collodin yo’ at Collodin.
Madam,

YOU can’nt be a Stranger to the Circumstances | have put myself in at the
tyme, and the great need | have of my own Men & followers wherever they may
be found.



Wherfor



Wherfor | thought fitt, seeing Collodin is not at home, by this line to intreat you to
put no stopp in the way of these Men that are & have been my followers upon
your Ground.

Madam, your compliance in this will very much Oblige,

Your most humble Servant, i;" Sept. 1715. L. MACKINTOSHE.
Madam,

P. S. If what I demand will not be granted, I hope I’ll be excused to be in my
duty.

No. L.
The Laird of Culloden to his Lady.

London, 3dSept'i7i5. BY what is wrote me, my dear lyffe, from you and my oy"
friends, it feemes your fears are over but hear they incress more and more. We
have now three Expresses, confirming that the Hylanders are actually incampt
whhin ten or twelve myles of Perth. My Lord Marr is laid to be the prihll man,
and that a great many noblemen and gentlemen have joyned him. | wonder wery
much how this can be without Killravock’s knowledge, and that he has given me
no accoumpt of

it. Hu ly, S—f—th, Lord D—d, M. of T b—din, are particularly said to be

ther. | intreat you let me know what there is in this thing as farr as you possibly
can. | belive | shall stay till the Parliat is up. Sir Will. Gordon has got a place of
five hundred pounds a year. Ther is no other news but what you have in the prints.
| hope yow’ll take all possible care of yourself and your houfe. Mynd me to my
mother; and belive me, My Lyffe, ever yours,

JO. FORBES..
No.LI.

3

Provost & Council of Inverness, to Hugh Rose, John Forbes, & Mr. Duncan
Forbes. Dated Inverness, the 7th Nov. 1715.

Right Honble,

AFTER so great experience of your friendship, we crave leave to tell you, we
Judge it strange you have been prevail’d with to entertain so harsh impressions of
us, Wee cannot doubt some malicious persons might have industriously spread
very false reports of us; but at the same time are much concernd, to find a sett of
worthie persons, who (wee think) are well affected to this place, induced to
believe them without further proofs of thteir Credulity. When we have examined
our conduct with all the care wee could, we find nothing in it may merite the
charge you have laid against us; and not being able to conceive how such a
sudden change hath fallen upon your inclinations towards us, we cannot but
acknowledge we are very much surprised and concerned at it. And tho’ by this
means our confidence in you appears to be disappointed in great meafure, we



flatter and assure ourfelves, ye will, upon second thoughts, judge it convenient to
wave the threatened severities, and treat us, not as enemies, but as friends. And
for your conviction of our innocence we atteft both our Inhabitants and the
adjacent Country, that we have done nothing in the matter we are charged with,
but what we have been constrained and overpowered to doe. Your Letters being
directed to the Magiftrats, Councill, and Community, hindred we could not give
you this return sooner; but when yoor

i” propusall proposall was publicly concerted, all of us agree in one voice, that it
is not in our power (being disarmed of a while bygone, and our Ammunition
taken from us, and thereby incapacitate to use any hostilities) to thrust out a party
of armed Men, who can at pleasure not only deftroy us, but reduce the place to
alhes. All that know it can teftify it is not fortified, and so must be a paved road to
all parties requiring passage, otherwise we have not been wanting (as far as lay in
us) to secure it against the attempts of all rebellious Invaders; but seeing it is not
so, we still behoov’d to yield to the greater force. If the Goverment shall evacuate
the party that now lodges in it, we shall be well satisfied, and give all the proofs in
our power of our true zeal and affection to His Majesty and Goverment; which,
we humbly think, is all can be reasonably demand of,

Right Honble,
Your most humble Servants the Magistrats, Coun-

cill & Community of the Burgh of Inverness. Signed, at their Command, be their
Clerk,

CH: M’LEANE.
To

The Honble Hugh Rose of Kilravock, “1
John Forbes of Culloden, & M’

Duncan Forbes, Advocat, Deputie >
Lieutenants of the Shire of Inver- |

ness. J

Inverness, y " Nov’ 1715.
NO.LII.

The Duke of Argyll to Culloden. Aberdeen, Febry. 17", 1715-6.
S%

| TAKE this occasion to return you my most hearty thanks for the zeal you
have express’d, & the service you have done his Majesty & your Country. Your
friendship to me is of an old date; & as | am very sensible of it, | am no less
concerned that | have not been able to make you y® acknowledgments | should, &
fain would. | believe you will every day hear more & more of the pains that is
taken by some Gentlemen to magnify Lord Sutherland’s great conduct & greater
services. | have a great honour for my Lord; & did I think it was only design’d to
serve him, | should be very well satisfied; but | plainly perceive, it is much more
with intent to lessen the honest Gentlemen of the North, whos zeal and expence



has produced those services, which it would seem My Lord is projected to have
the merit and reward of. | thought it my duty to let you know this, that my friends
may fall on some method to doe themselves justice by bringing the truth to light;
that they may not be slighted, nor great Men be imposed on by fals
representations. Pray give my service to all our friends, & doe me the justice to
believe

Your most faithfull
Humble Servant
ARGYLL.
No. LI1I. No. LIU. No. LV.
Lord Lovat to Mr. Duncan Forbes.
My Dear General,

| SEND you y® inclos’d letter from y® name of M’Leod, which | hope you will
make good use of; for it’s most certain, | keep’d y* M’Leods at home, which was
considerable Service done y* Government. Y Earle went off from Culodin to
Cromarty last night; & tho’ he got a kind letter from Marlbrugh, congratulating
him on his glorious actions, yet he was oblig’d to own to General Wightman, y
his Ldp would have got nothing done in y® north without my d" general gnd me. |
wish he may do us y°* same justice at Court: if not, | am sure if | live | will inform
y°> King in Person of all y” pass’d here since y* Rebellion. Y® Earle’s cretures
openly speak of y® D. of Argyl’s being recalld. | could not bear it. You know my
too great vivacity on y head. | was really sick w it, & could not sleep well since.
| expett impatiently a letter from you to determinat my going to London, or my
stay here, where | am very well w’ General Wightman; but always very much
mortified to see myself y* Servant of all, w’out a post or Character. | go tomorrow
to Castle Grant, to take leave of my dear Alister Dow. Y' Brother is to follow, &
go w’ Alister to London this week. I find y° Duke was gone before you could be
at London. | hope, my d" General, you will take a start to London, to serve his
Grace, and do something for your poor old Corporal; and if you suffer Glengarry,
Frazerdale, or y* Chisolme,” to be pardon’d, | will never carry a musquet any
more under your Command, tho’ I should be oblidg’d to go to Affrick. However,
you know how obedient | am to my General’s Orders. You forgot to give y° order,
signed by you & y*° other deputs, to meddle w Frazerdales estate for y’ King’s
Service. | entreat you send it me; for ****** is afraid to meddle w’out authority.
Adieu, mon aimable General; vous savez que je vous aime tendrement; et que je
suis mille fois plus a vous qu’a moymeme, pour la vie;

Inverness, y° 5 of March 1716; LOVAT.
No. LIV.

Two Letters from M" Duncan Forbes to the Lord Advocate, dated from
Edinburgh,

20 March 1716.



My Lord,

BY the first Letter which | did myself the Honour to write to you from this
place, | acquainted your Lordship, that | had carried three addresses from our
Countrey; which, missing of the Duke, for whom they were designed, | intended
to keep until Brigadier Grant came hither, who | judged a proper person to present
them. But a certain incident, which lately happened, obliges me to give your
Lordship the trouble of taking care of one of them, herewith inclosed.

It is not, I presume, unknown to your Lordship, that tho’ the Magistrats of
Inverness had lately, for certain reasons, favoured the Duke’s interest; yet, at the
bottom, some of these very Men have had inclinations with relation to Politicks
not at all to be approved of. The last election was under the influence of the
Rebells: they manifestly, tho’ cunningly enough, abetted their Cause; and have
given, as | understand, very good grounds to annull their Election; whereby we
may have a handle to settle the Magistracy upon men equally friends to your
Lordship’s family and to the Constitution. This | write, that your Lordship may
not be unwarily engaged in that matter.

.0 The

The Magistrats of whom | speak, willing to make some interest for themselves,
have lately, as I’m told, modelled an address, wherein they are very civil to the
Duke, upon the plan which | setled in that Country; and from this, presented by
some of His Grace’s friends, they hope to obtain his protection; but as your
Lordship may depend upon what | here set forth to be true, | hope you will take
care that that matter go not too far. The address herewith inclosed is from the
Whigs of our town, whom | modelled into a Regiment of Militia. If your Lordship
will encourage it, and make M’ Stewart, or any else whom your Lordship thinks
fit, present it, it will be very obligeing; and | believe | can promise, if the
Magistracy were once settled in their hands, that | could manage that
incorporation for the King’s service whatever way your Lordship should directi
for whose family they have a sincere good will.

| hope your Lordship will believe, that in the narrow sphere wherein | act |
leave nothing unsaid or undone that I think can be for your service.

| am

Your Lordships

Mind Lovat., Most faithfull humble Servant.
My Lord,

YESTERDAY | was qualified, the Lord knows how, as your Depute. The
Justice Clerk shows a grim sort of civility towards me, because he finds me
plaguy stubborn. | waited upon him, however, and on the other Lords, to the end
they might fix a diet for the tryall of the Episcopall Clergy. The Justice Clerk does
not seem to smile on their prosecution, because it is not his own contrivance; and
declared it could not come on sooner than the first of June; alledging for a reason,
that the Circuits would not allow time for the tryall; but I told him, that if, as |



understood was designed, the May Circuit were suspended for this year by ac t of
Parliament, | would require His Lordship to assign a dyet sooner. This | acquaint
your Lordship, that I may have your directions about it.

The Address from the Burrows, which | formerly mentioned, was carried
yesterday, without the addition in favours of Cadogan, Sutherland, or Justice
Clerk. Willy * * * was the Man who protested, very slily, that if they proceeded to
make compliments to inferior persons, such as Cadogan, Sutherland, &c. he might
be allowed to bring in a clause in favours of the Grey nags.

Cadogan is this day gone by Stirling and Perth for Badenoch. He purposes with
a Detachment of 2,000 foot, and 500 Dragoons, to disarm the Highlands; but,
unluckily, that great man is like to have small honour by it; for already the
Camerons have given up theirs at Inverlochy; and it is not doubted, that the
Commons over all the Highlands will do the same, upon the grace that is to be
given them.

Lord William Johnston spoke to me about one Roswal, or Oswald, prisoner in
the Canongate tolbooth: he said your Lordship promised to give me directions
about him; if you have any Commands relating to him, or to any thing else, lay
them on me; for my part I’m resolv’d, postage being frank, to let you. know if
there is or is not any thing new in this Country thrice a week. | am,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s Most Obedient humble Servant.

No, LV.
M' Rob’ Baillie [to Culloden.] Sir, . ., >

| HAVE yours of the 12" Instant before me; and have, in Obedience to it,
begun this post; to be continued weekly, while in health, suppose the trifle | write
of be not worth a farthing, let be a groat; but yours hither will be reckoned of
value, not only by your General, Corporal, Colonel, and all your Captains, but
Chaplains—yea, will reckon it a very great compliment to have two or three lines
from your Servant every week, if not from yourself.

Upon 13" Huntley was carried hence toward Aberdeen, under a Guard of 20
Dragoons; and Rollock, Sir Th: Calder, and Tannochy, upon the 20", under a
Guard, also went off.

Gen. Wightman, with a Detachment of 400 foot and 50 Horse, attended by your
Corporal with 100 of his Men, and the Laird of Kilraick made an Expedition into
Ross upon the 15 Instant, and lodged in and about Brahan that night; next day
marched to Coul and Scalwel; thence to Castle Leod, Tulloch, and Dingwal,
Kilcowy, Chanery, and Cromerty. The foot returned Sabbath the i8", and the
Generall upon Munday the 19™, attended by the Horse, and your Corporal, who
discovered himself a pretty fellow, not only in taking Inch Coulter and E.
Cromerty Prisoners,— (tho’, because of His Lady’s sickness, the last was
allowed, under a Guard, to stay at home; their Crime is said to be, aiding and
assisting of Rebells)—but also in chasing and taking some 8 or 10 of S' John of
Coul his Men, who, when the General was upon the Banks of the River Conon,



appeared in a body upon the brow of an hill on the other side: wherewith, some in
the Detachment crying out, “the Enemy!” your Corporal’s Men took the Alarm; in
fives, foorded the River to the Arm Pits; which made some of the Forraigners cry
out, “what, must we all go that way to be drownd!” within a little were content
that they were not commanded to follow them. However, the Generall and his
Dragoons got through, and followed Strae and Lovat about the distance of a
furlong behind; your Corporals foot did breast the hill, and, like fleet hounds after
the Game, gained ground of the prey till they apprehended and disarmed the
forsaid number, who, upon examination, declared that they were informed, that
they were either to be shot or cut to pieces if they should be found in their houses;
and therefore, to save their lives, had fled for protection to the hills; which being
considered, and that the common people might not be hindered or affrighted from
surrendering themselves, they were all allowed to go home.

You will mind the address I talked of with you, because Meeting approacheth.

An Address to his Majesty by our Magistrates is sent off to Commissary Stuart,
to be presented by Secretary Stuart, as is talked; in which they pretend to
commend the D. A. but | can assure you it is a blunt one, &c.; and, considering
every thing, 1 would not wish my friend to present it.—Yesterday | was at
Bonchrew, where friends are very well. I am, Sir,

Your most Obedient and faithfull Servant, Inv. 23% March 1716. RO: BAILLIE.
|

10 o’clock at night. Just now I am charmed with Musick from Baillie Barber,
where they say there is a Ball, but it wants confirmation; but next post you may
hear the certainty.

Mo, LVL
No. LVI.

The Earl of Hay to Lord Lovat.
My Lord,

| SHOULD sooner have done myself this honour, but that I waited till I could
answer that pairt of your leter about your coming to London. | was apprehensive,
that in case your Lordship cam befor you hade a direct leave, some of your & my
Enemies might have been readie to pass censurs upon it; as they never miss to do,
when they have ane opportunitie, whither right or wrong. | spoke to my Lord
Townsend to-day; and he told me your Lp might come when you pleased: all the
Court, 1 find, are very weell disposed to take care of ypu, & to find out such a
reward as | forsaw you would, & now they are all convinced you doe, deserve:
Our Enemies have of late been very busie; but its very possible that ther plotts
may turn upon themselves. | assure you, there is no instance of success I should
be fonder of, than an opportunitie of doeing you Service.

I am, My Lord, Your Lordships . London, March 27”¢ 1716. most Obedient &
most humble Ser

ILAY.



No. LVII.
M" Robert Baillie [to Culloden.]
Much Honoured Sir, Numb. 2.

| CONGRATULATE you upon the Royal favour which smiles upon your
friends; Long may it continue.

Yours of 22% is before me; and | humbly thank you for the reprimand given so
justly; the person concerned is resolved to mend that fault. 1 suppose now you
expect the confirmation promised in my last; which being a matter of importance,
I shall tell you the truth, that the Commander’s Landlady inclines mightily to have
home her banished, and was pleased with the fidling a few springs, and the
dancing of two [or] three Girls, till about twelve, to entertain him; to see if that
would put him in a good humour.

3 Ships arrived “Wednesday w’ Powder, Cannons, Mortars, Bombs, Bullets,
Granadoes, Carriages, Bisket, Flour, Salt, &c. to provide the Army in Badenoch,
where they encamp 3¢ April. The Dutch and Swiss march hence thither Munday.
Some Companies of Grant’s Regim’ are marched to Ross, to relieve the Garrisons
of the Forraigners, who go for the Camp at Ruthven.

General Wightman, or W kman, hath taken six Coach horses, with Coach and
Shaes, of Seafort—the Coach is sent on board one of the Ships forsaid.

Stores of Corn and Strae are laid up in abundance in our Magazine in the
Maggot; and all the Souldiers are m a mighty hurry, preparing for the expedition
to Ruthven.

Fish and Provisions come in plentifully for the ready Money.

Our Synod meets shortly. In the address, cast -in a word of Lovat also. If | can,
I’ll endeavour to make it pass; I hope to see it from you shortly.

Some say here, that it would have been better service to have taken the Guns
and

swords from the Rebells than Seafort’s Coach; but G. W- kman is fond of the
Bonny Coach and fine horses.
Our



Our old M—g—s—ts are apprehensive, but fail not to use all means w’ General
Wightman to fortifie themselves; think upon our liberation from Bondage, and get
in such Men whom the K. and all honest men may truft.

I humbly conceive our Comm in Chiefe should not comfort them who are
suspected of Jacobitism; far less such as are apparently sol

Never was there greater oppression in billetting of Souldiers: the poor Whiggs
are squeez’d, and Rebells spared.

Jameson is like to make a hand with some of our Officers to be reponed to his
Meeting House; in which case the Seeds of Jacobitism shall still be nursed among
us.

Now | suppose you are wearied in reading the incoherent Paragraphs above
written; but | would not weary to talk with you all night.

My next shall be superscribed number 3% as this numb 2% and you need expect
no other superscription from,

Much honoured & Dear Sir,
Inv: 30" March 1716. * Yours in sincerity,

RO. BAJJLLIE.

No. LVIH.

Sir David Dalrymple to M" Duncan Forbes.
Dear Duncan,

I THANK you for your kind correspondence, and am to acknowledge noe
fewer than four of your Letters. | am not surprized with the marks of good nature
& temper that a certain Judge showes towards me every day. Indeed, | am
surprized that a Man of that temper should find Patrons any where. | hope that he
has fewer than he imagines; but I will allwayes speak with great reserve in matters
which depend on great Men. M" Stanhope told me to-day, at Court, that he does
not remember of any order sent to M" Cockburn, or his father, to take care of the
Warrants of Councill for the election of y°® Burrowes; but | shall know more
particularly the state of that matter before next post.

By a conversation | had this day at Court, | begin to think we shall have no
Recruits this year; but | shall be soon certaine in what will be expected in that
also.m

There is not yet, for what | know, any resolution taken about the Prisoners; only
a Petition has been promoted among them to pray for being transported; which, if
it save y' lives & fortunes, | believe will go very well down w" the younger sort,
but will go heavily down with those of greater age, or such as have familys or
young Children. They have intimat” within these few days to prepare for y' tryalls
speedily,—they expect y" Indictments on Saturday—I don’t yet hear that any
Commission of Oyer & terminer is exp?d.

The report, that the Triennial Act is to be changed into a Septenniall, of which



no doubt you have heard, is the great subject of discourse in City & in Country,
where it is argued with great heat & animosity. To be Sure, a project that lessens
the sweet opportunitys of eating & drinking heartily, & deprives hot headed
Clergy Men of exciteing the people warmly once every three year, will not be
very generallie gratefull; & there will not be wanting People who for popularity
will encourage such sentiments; the matter itself is of moment, & not w"out
difficulty. It had been better from the beginning a Septenniall act; but it may be
dangerous at this tyme to deprive y° people & the Clergy of a beloved Act. This is
certain, that these frequent concussions about Elections have encreased our
divisions, and the giddie & unsettled temper that appears

among among us; it has exhausted the Estates of Nobility & Gentry in many
Places, & weakens y° reputation of our alliancies with foreigners. If this thing
comes to be debated in y° two houses, | believe y* Arguments will be urged on
both sides with great eagerness & freedom; which would be very entertaining, if a
Man could be indifferent in such cases.

The large steps which France makes for clearing off her Debts, her doubtfull
conduel: towards this Court, the weight of a Turkish Warr upon the Emperour, the
progress which y* Swedes make in Norway, with some other circumstances,
afford abundance of matter of speculation to the Politicians; but we have reason to
depend upon the goodness of Almighty God, which has not only supported us
since the Revolution, but has brought every thing to such Points, as we could not
doubt that our safetie proceeded from that watchful Providence.

Mr. Walpole cannot be said to be out of danger; but his Phisitians have better
hopes of him to day & yesterday, than they had for some days before. You may be
sure that the doubtfull state of his health does very much affeel: all that wish well
to the King and his Government. | thank you for the care of Ouchterlony; I hope
in a post or two to write something further about him. I don’t believe that he’s just
as clean as white paper; but by all that | have ever heard, he is not charged with
any Crime that is not bailable, & would not be thought so in any body that | were
less concern’d in. In a word, | believe he is not a Sinner above all that dwelt at
Jerusalem; nor are his persecutors the most disinterested in the service of the
Government, civil or ecclesiastical. I han’t yet seen Colloden; but he and | will
mind your honor in a glass deep proportioned to your length, & sprightly as your
wisdom. | am, dear Duncan,

Your
Apr. 3% 17i6. DAVID DALRYMPLE.

No.L1X.
Mr. Hossack to Mr. Duncan Forbes.

Sir,

| HAVE yours of the 27" past-; which is the most | have to say in the
performance of this officious duty, besides to cover the inclosed.

You’l possibly have heard, that Mr. W™ Fraser, Fraserdale’s Chamberlain,
came here when Lord Lovat was in the Country, w’ two stollen passes from Athol



& the Commissary Gen” at Blair, to desire a pass from Gen” Wightman; upon
these that he might go to the Highlands, to buy Cows for Cadogan’s Army; but
Wightman refused it till Lovat was returned; & then, understanding that Lovat
had procured Orders for apprehending him, he withdrew; next day, by proxies, he
gave some information about Fraserdale’s Plate; and Lord Lovat as he was going
to Ruthven demanded it ofProvost Clerk; but he positively refused him, and I
believe there happened some hott Words. Afterwards Lovat, in his passion, dropt
something of it to Wightman; who, when Lovat was gone, by arreast and
threatenings of prison, procured the plate from the Provost. | don’t know yet what
Cadogan may do in it, but Wightman did not make the Prize for Lovat.

General Cadogan came here last night; his little army was encamped this day,
about noon, at Borliim. There goes hence Detachments of the Fuzileers, Brigadier
Grant’s Dutch and Swisse to the number of 1000; and it’s s they are to march
into the Highlands Monday next.

Many

Many of us are Indeed now sensible of your absence, Sir; for we have none to
apply to for the redress of our Grievances; but we’ll be sufficiently redrest, if you
do what we believe is in your power for us; and if you faile, you’l certainly be
discontented with yourself for it afterwards; & pray speak the word for a Post
Master to Fochabers. I am,

Sir,
Your most humble Servant, while I am
Inverness, 6 Aprile 1716. JOHN HOSSACK.

No. LX.
Mr. Rob’ Baillie to Mr. Duncan Forbes.

Much honoured,

AS the Army passed through Badenoch, an uncivil return was given to a
Message from the General, by M® Donald of Gellaway upon Lochspei in Lagan;
whereupon a Detachment of 200 men was sent to that Country, who burnt his
house & Corns, & killed all his Sheep, and carried off all his Cows. Wednesday
the Army marched from Badenoch towards the head of Straithspei, & yesternight
Incamped at Moy; & this night are to Incamp about Borlum. Yesternight, at 6 in
the Evening, General Cadogan arrived here, under the discharge of the great Guns
from our Castle. This day Mr. Stuart & | waited upon His Excellency, being
introduced by My Lord Lovat. | hear that tomorrow or Munday the troops in this
town will march to the Camp at Borlum. | am informed that Glengary keeps his
house at Innergary; but how long he will do so I know not. | need not write the
history of Fraserdale his Silver Plate, since you may have that account from other
hands; only I am pretty well informed, that it is not above 150 Pounds in value;
also | may observe, that G - « W n keeps well what he takes. The Gentlemen in
LochiePs Countrey have submitted to the Garrison; but the Laird with a few men
is gone to the Hills. 1 hope shortly you shall hear of the Settlement of this
Countrey; of which per next, I am,



Much honoured & Dear Sir,
Your most Obed k most humble Serv' lav: 6 Ap. 1716. RO. BAILLIE.

Our Presbytrie have appointed two Commissioners to the General Assembly, of
which you are one; and it is humbly intreated you may not despise the Office of
their ruling Elder in that Court.

All the honest Officers who are come along with Cadogan seem surprized that
the Lewtennants did not turn out the Jacobite Magistrats; seeing they were chosen
when the town was in the hands of the Rebels, whom they aided and comforted..

No.LXI.
Mr. John Forbes to Mr. Duncan Forbe9.

Dear Brother,

YOU are pleased to blaime me for the hurrie | was in at pairting. If you
consider what hand John Kennedie and you had in that affaire, | perswade myself
you’ll think it somewhat out of the Road, first to tempt, and then accuse.

In my last, | told you that | had Kist the King and Princes their hands; I have
since been with the Prince in Private, and att his desyre given him a true accoumpt
of what

past past in the North; with which he was very weell satisfied, and seems to have
a very just sense of what was done for his Service there; and he seems to
understand matters so weell now, that in a very litle tyme its thought the Squad
will have but litle to say.

| have spoke to the Duke and to Hay. They both desyre you may continue to
write to them; and Hay told me, he was to write you to that purpose last post; but
whether he has or not, fail not to write. The Duke told me a Storie last night, That
the Justice Clerk had represented you as a Jacobite, and not fitt to serve as
Advocate Deputt, and desyring to have you alter’d. Pray lett me know what ther is
of this; the Duke takes a great concern in you, and went himself to Sir David
Dalrymple, who told the Duke, if any such thing were attempted, he would lay
down before they should have ther Will.

| have delivered Sir William S  Quintine’s Letter; you may be sure ther shall be
nothing wanting on my pairt to serve Mr. M° Pharline. | beg you may make my
humble duty acceptable to him and his Lady.

All our news comes from you. By the Publick prints you’ll find a great many
thousands gott togither; for no oy’ reason but that Cadoggan may subdue them.

It is certain, that the trienniall Act will be made septenniall.

The Court gives a great many reasons for it, and the tories as many against it.
Your Perriwig shall be sent how soon | can. As for my Memorandum anent my
affairs, 1 have not as yett had tyme to think of any; only it were proper to lay
down a Plan, how to haye our Ingadgements for the Public reliev’d; and likewise
that you should direc t me how to steate my private loss and expences.



| am yours,
London 7" Appryle 1716. JO. FORBES.
No. LXII.
Lord Lovat to Mr. Duncan Forbes.
My d" General,

| WOULD certainly quarel any man alive, but my General, on what you tell me
about y° Lly of Invernesse; for | take God to witness, | never thought or design’d
it; & | rejected it when others proposed it to me: so you are very unjust to your
Corporal on y’ head.

| send you a double of my L* Islay’s Letter. Gen. Cadogan this day, after his
geting ane account of Glengary’s, Lochiel’s, & ****** ». surender, gave me leave
to go for London, & told me he would serve me if occasion offer’d: so, d
General, Wedsday next | design to go off for Ed>: so about ye 22° I hope to
embrace my General. Gen. Wightman, contrary to Gen. Cadogan’s desire and his
own promise, keeps ungenerously y® half of y® plate from me, but I will not quarel
with him for it. I give him money for it, and he is to be forthcoming for it,
according to the King’s order. Give my humble duty to Provost Campbell, & tell
him the contents of Islay’s letter, & y | hope to be soon w’ him. | am pressd w
the post 5 & | am forever,

My d" General, your own Inverness, y° 7 of Apryle 1716. LOVAT.

The Baron, your father in law, told me a story y’ makes Glengary y° greatest
knave on earth- to yc Duke of Argyll.

| was likewise surprised y Col Ross told the Baron before me, y’ Baillie
Robertson told him, y> you did diminish y* Baron’s services. | could not but turn
passionat before the Baron himself, to vindicat my d" General. | told Col Ross, y’
whoever told that, they were lyars, & y’ my General was incapable of y’; he was
full of honor & valeur, & had no need to diminish any man to rise himself. | am to
examin y’ Busines to-day, for | will loose my life rather than suffer my General to
be reflected on.

| beg you may send y® inclosd to my L% Hay. Y® Baron talks of going to
London w me. | canot be ready to go before Saturday.

| intreat you, acquaint y" Brother & Brig. Grant of my going off for London, &
y | hope they will stop all y is endeavoured to be done for Fraserdale till | come.
| intreat you take care of ye inclosd: their is one for my L* Townshend, to let him
know y | am going conform to his order for London. | beg you may tell the
Postmaster to stop my Letters at Ed'".

No. LXIII.
Lord Lovat to Mr. John Forbes.
My d' Colloden,
IF | could be angry w’ you, | would for [not] writing to me since you went to



London, having promised you would not be too days ther when | would here from
you, to let me know if I should go for London. But my U Hay having writ to me
that my L Townshend allowed me to go, & M" Cadogan having told me y’ he had
no more service for me, or for my men, | am this far on my journey w’ y° old
Baron of Killrack; & we go oft” this Evening, but can’t be at London before y*
first week of May, none of us being fit for posting. | was glad to find my General
in good health, & | must own ther are not many in the world | love so much; he
has given me my instructions at large, & I am resolved to walk by them, & make
you my rule. | long extreamly, my d" John, to imbrace you, and assure you, de
vive voix, ¥y’ | am, w’ a tender affection and regard,

My d' Colloden,

Your aftectionat Friend,
& most Obedient and Most
humble Servant, while Ed" y’ 9th of Apryle 1716. LOVAT.

| intreat you order y" Servant to give the inclosed to y" Cusing Sandie Fraser.
No. LXIV.
M" Hossack to M" Duncan Forbes.
Sir,

| SAW Yours by yesterday’s post to M" Baillie. This goes under Covert by the
Aberdeen’s post: if it is at Edin" before Glengarrie, it will inform you that he came
here last night, waited of Gen” Cadogan, & gave him his Sword. This morning
he’s
H gone gone off for Edin"; it’s said upon his parole, without a guard. We hear
nothing of Seafort, but that Cadogan has allow’d his people till Saturday the i4"
to bring in their Arms. Our little Army is to decamp, the horse tomorrow, and the
rest speedily, towards the South. Cadogan goes off tomorrow for Inverlochy, and

returns hither. There was a detachment sent to the house of Innergerry some dayes
agoe.

S', when you settle the runners to Aberdeen w’ the Gen” Postm', please to mind
the Post M" of Fochabers; for my brother-in-law, that’s Minister of the Parish, &
the most steadfast friend of the Government in it, is maltreated by the present
Postmaster, as well as others; and that part of the Country is otherwise neglected
yet, and the Rebells there continue their little insults. Last Night bro’ a Letter
from Colloden: the Lady yo" mother & all friends are in health; and | am, with the
same inclinations,

Sir,
Your most humble serr’, Invernes, i 0 April 1716. JOHN HOSSACK.

Yesterday & this day Glengarrie’s people were to give up their Arms to the
adjacent garrisons.

| hear, Gen” Cadogan has made Lovat a present of his half of Frazerdale’s



plate, & that he has compounded for the other half w Wightman; but there’s only
a small part of it come to hand yet.

No. LXV.

M" Duncan Forbes to his Brother M" John Forbes. Dated from Edinburgh, the
16" April 1716.

Dear Brother,

THE bearer hereof, my Lady Revelrigg, will inform you of the circumstances
of her son; who, by the rashness of youth, and the force of bad example, was led
into that misfortune with many of his countrymen, for which he is now a prisoner
at London.

| need not employ many words in recommending to you the case of the
unfortunate: I will only acquaint you, that in doing what service’ is in your power
to this young Gentleman, you will do a very obligeing thing to me, and a very
kind thing to his Mother, for whom | have most justly a very great respect.

To say more to you would look like doubting of the interest | have with you;
and less I cannot say, in respect to the earnestness with which | recommend this
Lady to your services and assistance. | hope Sir David Dalrymple, to whom I have
written, will do what he can.

Yours,
DUN. FORBES.

No, LEVL



No. LXVI.
Mr. Robert Baillie to

Much Honoured,

GENERAL Cadogan returned from Fort William upon the 15™. He sailed down
the Loch in about 3 hours, having a brisk fair wind, There are good Garrisons in
Glengarry and Lochiel’s houses. A detachment also is sent to the Isle of Sky of
about 600 Men; and now we hear that Sir Donald’s brethren have surrendered, but
cannot tell what is become of himself: it is judged, that the Ship which arriv’d in
some of the Creeks of that Island with Arms and Money, as was talked, hath
carried off the Noblemen and Gentlemen that were there, and amongst the rest Sir
Donald is carried off.

The Detachment to Brahan is not returned, | heard on Fry day they were to
pierce a little further into the Country. A great many Highland but no good guns
are delivered to the Garrison; so that, after all, the giving up of Arms seems to be
against the grain, and but sham work: ft is hoped the parliament will do its pairt.

General Cadogan went to Culloden on Wednesday last, which place he
commends very much. Our Magistrates used all means with Wightman to engage
the General to accept of an entertainment; to which, after much importunity, he
consented. Upon Thursday last it was given in Baillie Scot’s, or John Stuart’s
rather. At Night there was Musick and some dancing, w’ sweet-meats in
Wightman’s. Mistris Barber invited the Young Lasses, but some with me were so
stubborn as not to go.

General Wightman is much displeased w Colonel Dunbar, and told me that he
had been 111 Imployed in aspersing him unjustly, as if he favoured Jacobites and
oppressed the King’s friends, and desired me to intimate so much to him. The
‘Colonel would give him no satisfaction about that matter, unless he knew his
grounds; but alledged, that he never spoke or wrote any thing of him but truth.

Our Camp at Borlum is now broken up, & the Troops are all marched.

Upon Tuesday the General sets out for Forres, and the Swiss and Dutch shortly
after ar»all to march from this Garrison toward the South.

3 Ingeniers, Night and Day allmost, are at Work in measuring the Castle and
Ground about it, the Sconce and Ground about it, the Town on both sides the
water, and all the Streets, and they are very busy with their draughts: they talk of a
Canal to Fort William; but that is no easy matter *.

Our Squad meets on Tuesday at Forres, where | must attend. | apprehend it will
be the 30 " of April before I go from this place.

| am now in such a haste lest the Post go off, that | fear I cannot write to
London. If you please, this may be forwarded to Culloden. | am

Your most obsequious and
obliged Servant,



Inv. 21 Ap. 1716. RO. BAILLIE.

* Here we have, probably, the first idea of this Canal;” which was again
seriously revived in 1771; and was at last begun in 1803, with the name of the
Caledonian CanaL

T No. LXVIL
No. LXVII.
Lord Lovat to Mr. Rob’ Baillie.
D' Sir,

| HOPE vye this Letter will find you at My General’s Lodgings in a day or two,
& in perfect health after your journey. My General will be as glad to see you, as |
was sory to part w> him. I wish you could convince him to go to London. | am
sure it would be for the interest of all those whom you wish well. M" Primrose
promises me to endeavour to soften y° cruel disposition of Justice Clark towards
me. | do not desire nor court any favour from him; but I would wish y’ he would
not indeavour by new calumnyes or foolish inventions to hinder the King’s favour
to me; but | hope its above his power & contrivance; & at the bottom | laugh as
much at my Enemys as my d" General does at his being called a Jacobite; their
storys of me being as fals as y© of him. | intreat | may hear from you under
Culoden’s cover. When it is tyme, | will intreat of you & my General to put y*
transactions of y* North in a truer light than ye Pamphelet did y> was published
Monday last. | give my most humble service to your worthy Lady, & | am w’ all
ye gratitude imaginable, & with great respect,

D' Sir,

Inglekirk, Your most obedient & most humble Servant,
y® 25" of LOVAT. Apryle 1716.
No.LXVIII.
Mr. Hossack to Mr. Duncan Forbes.
Sir,

| ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your favors of the 19™; they will be at all
times equally acceptable, even tho’, Sir, its s* here you are reckoned a Jacobite at
Court; but I hope it’s by none but those Whiggs who are Enemys to the D— of
Argyle; and that the Jacobites shall find it otherwayes. Tho’ you have discorded

w the Justice Clerk upon the trifling Lybell in the Porteous Rolls agst our
Magistrates, | believe you’re not intirely in their interest.

It would be an iniquity not to tell you that LY L—t, by some of his zealous
friends here, is reckon’d a Papist; that they have made discoveries of it or he went
away; that he sent a Priest to this town td administer the Sacrament to his Brother
on his sick Bed; and that, since, he has got extream unction. | cannot assert these,
neither will you, S', make a bad use of what I write; but | hope, S, you’l take
some caution by it. Coll” Dunbar is affronted that he has not seen his Regiment’s
address in print. The Dutch & Swisse, its s°, go from hence on Munday &



Tuesday. | hope, S', you’l reckon that Mr. Baillie is gone before you can write
him: he goes off Munday.

| am, Sir,
Inverness, 27 Aprill “) Your most humble Serv\
1716, in the morning, j JOHN HOSSACK.
No. LXIX.
Mr. John Forbes to Mr. Duncan Forbes.
Dear Brother,

I AM glad to find that oyrs are as lasie as I. All the news | have to trouble you
with is (i™), that Brigadier M°Intosh and six more made th' escape out of
Newgate

last last night. 2°. That att the Prince’s desyre Brigadier Grant gave him, at my
sight, this day the two Memorials you wrote of what was done in the North. |
believe the Prince desyres to compaire them with the accoumpt printed by Coll
Grant, which makes so great a noyse here that E. Sutherland, as | am told, is
making a reply to it. I wonder much you doe not send me the accoumpts of the
Money was raised for, and laid out on, the publick accoumpt by us at Inverness. |
wish also that you would think of the proper way of steating my particular
expenses, from the first tyme my Wyffe was besidged, till the forces came to
Inverness. | give my humble duty to Mr. M’Pharline and his Lady: you may
assure them I shall keep M" Drummond in mynd, nor shall any thing be wanting
on my pairt to serve them. No. LXXIL to Mr. Duncan Forbes.

JO. FORBES.
London, 5 " May >
1716. j
No. LXX.
The Duke of Argyll to Mr. Duncan Forbes.
My dear Duncan, London, May the 24", 1716.

| HAVE from so many hands learnt the new Obligations | have to you, that I
must not, in justice to my self, delay confessing them to you. They are the greater
& more generous, .that | never deserved them of you; and | hope the same good
opinion of me that promted you to them will perswade you that | shall never omitt
any occasion of making you the returns that an honest man should doe. How fate
will dispose of me | know not; but | believe my enemys have very little reason to
believe that they are to get the better. 1 have been betrayed before now by the
same knaves that have done me the favor now; but they may;, if they please, call to
mind that they did not goe unpunished; & what has been may be. One thing my
friends may depend on, That fate itself cannot make me like my Enemys; by
which “tis plain | shall ever be

Your faithfull Servant,



ARGYLL.
No. LXXL

M" John Forbes to his Brother Mr. Duncan Forbes, dated London, 31” May 1716.
Dear- Brother,

M" Dalrimple came here last night, and told me he had a Packett for me; but |
have not yet gott it. By my last you’ll find that there’s nothing to be gott at this
tyme, on any accompt whatsoever. Divisions run high att Court; and all our
people who make any opposition to the Bill of Forfaulters are ill lookt on by the
Court; of which number your humble Serv’ is one. This day it [was] carried that
the Commissioners to execute the powers in the said Bill should be Members of
the House. The Justice Clerk, as | am told, declares himself Lovat’s enemi’e. The
Duke of Marlbrough was two days agoe suddenly taken very ill with a- palsie, but
IS now said to be in a fair way of recovery. No news; all friends are well.

J. FORBES.

B. Grant mynds you most kindly. By this you may see that | write for writing’s
sake.

|

Mo, LXXIL.
My dear Forbes, London, 2¢ June 1716.

| HAD nothing from you last post; which makes me fancy you, My Lord, &
Nimmo, are employing yourfelves about getting the papers | want. The
Commissioners of the forfeitures are to have J*iooo. p" Annum each: of 13, 7 to
reside here, & 6 in Scotland; the balloting is to be on Tuesday next.

The Duke of Marlborough is a little better; he can speak 5 or 6 words together
att a time; his mouth stands less awry; and they don’t dispair of the continuance of
his life. When his tongue is capable to send out his thoughts in words, we’ll know
if the palsie has impaired his judgment *.

The squad have given it out with a good deal of assurance, some days past, that
the D. of R. is S y of State—we don’t believe one word of it on good grounds.

They are pushing the prosecuting of our honest Nonjurants at such a rate, that my
Patron told me this Morning, it will not be in his power to prevent it after the 20"
No’next: to this day he’l get the time prolonged; but he says they may depend on
it he will not have strength enough to support them after that time, so violently are
they pushed at: he told me this under a very deep concern for the melancholy
consequences he fears it will be attended with.

While | am writing | have yours of the 26™. You are wrong: | said no more then
“l think Forbes deserves thanks.” “Yes, I’ll tell him 1 think so,” said he.
“Farewell.” . It is of infinite importance to have these declarations.

No. LXXIII.



m to Mr. Duncan Forbes.
My dear Forbes,

BECAUSE you wrote to me last post, & neither My Lord nor Nimmo, | have
given my Lord the melancholy part of the Dispatches of the night, which upon my
word grieves me extreamly—it is an unlucky affair as can be in the world—and
have reserved the reverse for you.

The account | sent you on Saturday was fafr.; yet on Munday the began
to look up, & carryed it so here, that | fancy you had news by the last post that
they had got the better. T d, S pe, & W, told their Master, if the D—

of A—Ie was pusht at & shockt, they understood it was pushing at them directly,
& were positive that in this event they’d all lay down; whereupon his Majesty this
day gave the Squad a positive answer, that he would do nothing to shock the Duke
of Argyle, & would make no Secretary for Scotland att this time; which I reckon
they are not a litle displeased att.

Lond. 14™ June) Farewell. 1716. >
* Johnfon’s lines on this great man were too true:

* In life’s last scenes what prodigies surprize,
“Fears of the brave, and follies of the wise.
** From Marlborough’s eyes the tears of dotage flow.”

1O NO.LXXIV.

No.LXXIV.
Lord Lovat to Mr. Duncan Forbes.

My dearest General,

| GOT both your Letters, & | follow y" advice closs. | had a prlvat audience of
K. George this day; and | can tell you, dr General, yt no Man ever spoke freer
langage to his Majesty & y® Prince than | did of our two great finds, in leting yTM
know ye they did y™ more service & were capable to do y™ more service than aH
those of yr Ranks in Scotland: & yt is true. | hope what I said will be usefull j &
let it have what effect it will as to me, | am overjoyd to have occasion to serve y*
two pretiest fellows in Europe. They still behave to me like kind brothers; & |
spok to y™ both of my manage, they aprove of it mightily, & my L% I. or the D. is
to make y* proposition to the King; so y’ | belive it will do, w’ y’ agrement y my
two great frnds wish and desire it. | want but a Gift of ye Escheat to make me
easy. But if it does not do, you must find some pretence or other yc will give me a
title to keep possession, either by y taillie my L® Provost has, or by buying off
some Creditors: in short, you must make a man of it one way or other. | have got
out my Commissions, after much oposition. | belive they thought shame of the
Affidavits, or they keep them till 1 am gone; since they know | can speak the
Trench as well as they. | long extreamly to see you. Y' Brother is angry at many
things, as well as I; and neither his post nor mine satisfyes our minds when we see
matters go wrong. Adieu, cher General!



Je suis a vous pour la vie,. London y° 2 3¢ > LOVAT. of June 1716. J

The two green ribands and Glengary’s remission make many murmur and bite
their thumbs. However, better days will come. My love and respect to my L
Provost. All will go well at the long runn.

No. LXXV.
The same to the same. ¢ . .

My dear General, London y’ 28 of June 1716.

| THINK it is an age since | had the honour to hear from you. Your Brother &
Brig. Grant being very angry, & justly, at the List Sir W™ Gordon & his Brother
sent down about the Magistrates of Inverness, your Brother caused draw up a
second Petition, where he added Brig. Grant, Killrack, & you; & | took upon me
the manadgement of y’ afair, & by my aquantance w> M" Southwell & M" Hailes,
y® two principal Clarks of y® Cabinet Council, I got y® thing done as | would have
it in four & twenty hours; & M" Pringle says he sent you the order on Teusday
night by post; so y’ we get something rectifyed in spight of their private intrigues.
Our friends gain ground every day; & | hope that what | said to the King, in my
private audience Saturday last, did a litle contribut to make him belive y’ the two
Brothers are necessary persons to him. It would be too long to tell you all I said;
but, in a word, my General could not speak w’> more force in favours of y® two
Brothers. | told but truth when | said y’ their father was y® founder of y® protestant
Succession in Scotland; & y they were y™selves y* support of it, & the only
capable to be so: in short, dear General 1, | told my mind as freely as | would
have done to you. The King is one of the best

men men on earth; but strangly imposed upon by certain persons. | hope it will
not be allways so.—The King has been graciously pleased to grant me, this very
day, a Gift of Fraserdale’s Escheat; & M" Stanhope told me, y’I was so well in His
Majesty’s spirit, y all my Enemys are not able to do me harm.

| spoke to the Duke & my LY Hay about my marriage, & told y™ y’ one of my
greatest motifs to y design was, to secure y™ y° joint interest of yc north. They are
both” fully for it, & the Duke is to speak of it & propose it to the King. But Islay
desir’d me to writ to you, to know if their would be any fear of a poursuit of
adherance from y® other person; which is a chimerigal busines, & tender fear for
me in my dear Islay.— But when | told him that the Lady denyed, before the
Justice Court, y | had any thing to do with her, & y y* pretended mariage was
declared nul (which Islay sayes should be done by y* Commissarys only); yet,
when | told him y> y* Minister & Witnesses were all dead who were at the
pretended Mariage, he was satisfyed they could make nothing of it, tho’ they
would endeavour it. However, | intreat you write to me, or to M" Stewart, a line
on this head, to satisfy my L% Islay’s Scruple.—This is a very long letter; yet |
have not said y® half of what | have to say to you. I’ll begin a new epistle on
Saturday.—My service to my D" Lord Provost, & to M" MTharlan & his Lady-—I
hope you will consider the taillie y* Provost gave you of mine, & what can be
done in y’ busines of my natural right. Adieu.



| am yours eternally,
LOVAT.

| have my two Commissions in my Pocket; and the Prince told me last night he
was glad they were expeded.

No. LXXVI.
Mr. Baillie to Mr. Duncan Forbes.
Much honoured & dear Sir,

| HAVE very little to say, save that the Account you sent of that tragical
adventure of Mr. Gordon and Cathcart’s seems to be the most exact, and
ingenuous of any that came to this Countrey; only I cannot call them censorious
or malicious People whom you are pleased to name so, seeing they tell nothing
but truth.

M’Neal, &c. is in his integrity at liberty, notwithstanding the storys you might
hear.

Glengary writes to his People with a great dale of Majesty & Spirit; forbidding
them, under pain of his displeasure, to contribute in the least to the
accommodation of the Garrison at Innergary; alledging, if they be oblidged to
give plaids to Ly in, it is contrary to Capitulation with Cadogan.

| hope to hear of your coming north; for we are still afraid something or other
shall be mismanaged if you come not.

| have no news to tell you; only I am informed, that my Colleague hath
displeased the Jacobites at the late thanksgiving, in asserting that God, in his
Providence, brought K. G. to the throne without a dog to bark at him; only of late
some Jacobite Currs have made a great noise, and continue to snarle when they
neither can nor dare bite.

| am, Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
Inverness, 30 June 1716. RO. BAILLIE.



No. LXXVII.
Memorial concerning Lord Lovat; and Grant to him of Mackenzie of Fraserdale’s

Escheat.

ALEXANDER M° Kenzie, of Fraserdale, by takeing advantage of the
misfortunes of my Lord Lovat, found means to become master of several old
rights and titles to the estate formerly enjoy’d by that family; &, by being in
possession of the said Estate at the time of the late unnatural Rebellion, did
furnish the Rebell Army with a Regiment, consisting of persons of the name of
Fraser, related to, or dependant on, the said family; till my Lord Lovat, by his
appearing in Arms for his Majesty in the North of Scotland, had soe great ane
influence over the name of Fraser, that they publicly, with their Arms, withdrew
themselves from the late- Earle of Marr & the said Alexander Mackenzie, join’d
My Lord Lovat, & assisted him when he, with the Men under his Command, did
take the town of Inverness. ¢

By an Act of Parliament passed last Year, for encouraging Superiors, Vassals,
Landlords and Tenants, all suspected persons, who should remain in contempt
after being summoned to appear, as is by that Act prescribed, are declared to
incurr the penalty of ~500., & single and Liferent Escheat; that is, ye forfeiting all
their Goods and Chattells, and the Rents and Profits of their Estates dureing their
Lives.

Judgment haveing been pronounced, in pursuance of this Act, against the said
Alexander Mackenzie, of Fraserdale,—His Goods and Chattells, and the Profits of
his Estate, dureing his Life, are thereby vested in his Majesty.

His Majesty may grant to any Person, as is usual by the Law of Scotland, A
Gift of the J?500. penalty, and single & Liferent Escheat of the said Alex'
Mackenzie, by a proper Warrant from the Thesaury; which will operate thus: that
if the said Alex" Mackenzie shal, by any means or accident, Elude the justice of
the Nation, by not being convicted of High Treason for his Rebellion, this Grant
would absolutely take place against him dureing his life; and in case he shal be
attainted, it will reach to his Personal Estate at y°® time of y® judgment against him
for his not obeying y* Summons;m and y° Rents of his lands dureing his life, as far
as y° same shal not be limited or Restrained by any Act of Parliament concerning
forfeitures.

The Value of these Lands is generally said to be about ~500 yearly, but are very
much incumbred with Debts; So that it cannot yet be known what the Cigar
Produce may amount to; but it is conceived, ye the immediate making such a
Grant to a Person of Credit in that Country, & well afected to his Majesty, would
greatly tend to strengthen ye hands of the Government; both as to Seizing any of
the Rebells who yet abscond, the disarming their followers, the encouraging those
who are well affefted, and consequently ye confirming ye peace of that part of y®
Kingdom.

It is therefor humbly proposed and intreated, that my Lord Lovat, for his Signal
services in the North of Scotland, and for y® encouragement of his Kinfmen,. who



have soe Zealously exposed their Lives for His Majesties Service, may have a
Gift or Grant of the 2500 Penalty, & single & liferent Escheat of y° s Alexander
M°Kenzie of Fraserdale; My Lord Lovat haveing a natural Right to ye Lands
possessed by him when he joined in the late unnatural Rebellion.

My Lords, Whitehall, 2* July 1716.

THE King having had under his consideration the enclosed Memorial of the
Lord Lovat, His Ma” is graciously pleased to comply w what is desyred in it; and
has

I commanded commanded me to slgnifie to y* Lordships his pleasure, that you
prepare the necessary Warrants to be laid before him for that purpose. | am, &c”

The Lords of the Treasury. JAMES STANHOPE.
My Lords 7% °A A° Treasury.

IN Obedience to y" Lordships Commands, signified to me by M" Lounds in a
letter of this day’s date, | have considered a Memorial therein inclosed,
concerning my Lord Lovat; and am humbly of Oppinion, that the desyre of the
said Memorial contains nothing contrary to Law; and y if his Ma? is graciously
pleased to grant the same, it may be done by a Warrant for passing a Gift in the
Excheq’ of Scotland, in the ordinary form, of the single and Liferent Escheat of
Alexander Mackenzie, of Fraserdale, mentioned in the said Memorial; and alsoe
of the sum of five hundred pounds sterline, therein mentioned; being att his Maj’
dissposall, by vertue of ane act passed in the last Session of this current
Parliament, intituled ane AcT: for encouraging all Superiours, Vassalls,
Landlords, and Tenants in Scotland, &c This, w’ great submission, is the
Oppinion of, My Lords, Y" Lop’ most faithfull, most

Obedient, and most humble Servant, Westm’ July the 5th, 1716. DAVID
DALRYMPLE.

No. LXXVIII.
Mr. Duncan Forbes—[most likely to Lord Islay.]
My Lord,

I HAVE since my Lord Advocate’s leaving this Country officiated for him,
faithfully I hope; and by this Night’s Post, | have a kind of Intimation made me,
as if there were some design of appointing me one of his Deputys for the ensuing
Prosecutions; but as | am an utter stranger to the English forms of procedure, and
for severall other reasons which your Lordship will easily apprehend, I am
determined to refuse that employment; nor can any motive whatsoever induce me
to accept that place, as things now stand, unless your Lordship commands me.
Your Opinion on this subject: | expect either directly, or by communicationg it to
my brother.

My strength is small, but it is exerted at hazard to serve you as | can best judge.
Since, probably, George Drummond is not with you, | shall take the Liberty of
writing frequently. No news. I’me pleased to see how universall the surprise is



since last post.

| am, my Lord,

Your Lordship’s most faithfull, most devoted Servant,
Ed', 7 July 1716.

No. LXXIX.
Mr. Duncan Forbes to Lieut. Col. Innes.
Sir,

HIS Royall Highness haveing been informed, that severall persons detained
prisoners in Scotland, who were actually in Arms in the late Rebellion, have
endeavoured to obtain Warrants for dischargeing them of their imprisonment, on
account of some Informalities in the Orders for their Committment, has therfor
commanded His Majesty’s Advocate forthwith to enquire into the State of the

Committments of the several Prisoners now in Custody for Accession to the late
Rebellion; and to endeavour to

9 procure procure all possible Information concerning such Prisoners as actually
were in Arms against his Majesty; to the end they may be charged with legall
Warrands of Committment. Therefor, In pursuance of his Royall Highnesses
directions, | desire you to make up an exact List of all Prisoners seized and
committed by’you, or detained in Custody at Winton House, or elsewhere, by the
Forces under your command, for their accession to .the late Rebellion: Which List
is to contain the names, designations, and places of abode, of the several
Prisoners, togather with Copies of the Warrands for their Committment; and
where such Warrand of Committment appears defective, not mentioning the
particular Crime for which the Prisoner was apprehended, | desire you will inform
yourself whether the Prisoner was taken in Arms against His Majesty, or haveing
been in arms did surrender himself to mercy, or was seized by the troops; and, to
subjoin such Information to the several Prisoners’ names; To the end that formal
Warrands of Committment may be made out against them, and that furder
discoveries may be made of the means of proving their Guilt.

The Prisoners are assiduous in their applications for their liberation, in the
terms of the Act of Parliament anent personall liberty; £ so] that you will easily be
perswaded dispatch is necessary in delivering the Lists and Informations desired. |
am,

Your most humble Servant, Eden’ July 18, 1716. DUN. FORBES".
Lieutenant Colonell Innes.

No. LXXX.

The Duke of Argyle to Coll. William Grant.

My dear Grant,

| TROUBLE you w’ this, to let you know, .that, some time since, | learnt that
Lord Lovat had proposed a match w’ Grant’s Sister, gch for many reasons |



wished so weell to, as to interest myself w’ Grant, in favours of it. You know
Lord Lovat is on for whom | have, w’ good reason, the greatest esteem and
respect; and as | confid inteirly in him & the Brigadier, | am must earnest that this
match should take efect. | am informed y’ the young leadie is at present w’ you,
and y som oyr bodie is making court to her. | must yrfor, as a faithfull friend to us
all, intreat your intrest to bring this matter about, gch will I think unit all freinds in
the North; a union qch will be very serviceable to His Majestie and His Royal
Famyly; and no less to all of us, who have ventured our lives and fortunes in
defence of it. Pray believe me, in gever stat I am, . .

* Your faithful humble Ser

(Sic subscribitur)

Richmond, July 23d 1716. ARGYLL.
No. LXXXI.

to M" Duncan Forbes.
My dear Forbes, .” Ed" 28" August 1716.

WE have been considering of the properest method of managing the Puny
highland Banditti, & have come to this Resolution:

You must so contrive it, as to get, one way or another, into his Company before
you return, by paying him a visit at his house, if you have not a better opportunity.
It will be an easy matter to bring on the discourse of our friend, & to insist on his
honor, merit, and generosity. And you are by what means you think fit to lead him
into the thought of his regard for you, & your interest with him; this well
managed, together with the man’s anxiety to have our friend’s claims against him
discharged, will naturally lead him to join with you in his praises, to express his
regard for him, and his inclination to be well with him. When you have brought
him to enter on this subject, you must artfully perswade him of your inclinations
to serve him in this matter, and that you’ll contribute your endeavours to the
bringing it about. Your way of talking in this manner must lead him to express his
passion in the strongest terms; when he needs say no more on that subject. You
are then to tell him,—but there is a story talked, as if he had either already done
something to give rise to it, or was yet to be made use of, to asperse the conduct
of our friend’s friends, when he was in their neighbourhood in ye country. In
talking of this, you are to express it in some such manner as this,—that tho’ you
believe this is an idle story, that tho’ it was true it’s in its nature such as what our
friend is absolutely indifferent of, as what can in no way concern him; but that
you can never perswade yourself to believe, that tho’ there was just ground to
blame them, as both he & you know there is none, that he, giving him what
Epithets you think proper, would ever enter upon so unhandsome a measure; and
that therefore your reason for talking over the story to him is not at all that you
believe it, or that you have any manner of regard to the thing itself; but that the
story has been spread with so much Industry, that any endeavours on your part to
do him the service you propos’d must be attended with the censure of your
friend’s friends, if you are not able to convince them of the falshood of this



aspersion. You must give him time, after you have broach’d this, before you give
him your reason to contradict the story, & to express his abhorrence of any such
project; and follow your reason with the giving him hopes that your endeavours
with our friend may be successfull, & that you’ll be very hearty in them, if he
makes it reasonable for you to enter upon it, by writing you a Letter disclaiming
his ever having done any thing, his ever having a design to ao any thing, or his
ever having ground for it; founding this his justification on the Accounts he has
had from some of his friends, that such a villanous story is talk’d; concluding with
his earnest entreaties to you to vindicate him at our friend’s hand from so vile an
aspersion. This length I fancy it’s possible for you to bring him -4 & | am
warranted to tell you it will be lookt on as good service. You’l be best able to
judge when you are with him how far it’s practicable to get him to be ingenuous
in telling what indeavours were us’d with him to be a Rogue, upon the foot of his
refusing to comply. | need not enlarge any more on this subject; I shall only tell
you, the reason that induces us to turn the affair into this shape is, this method
proves all we want, and silences him; whereas the prosecuting the scheme we
concerted when we parted can’t be managed in such a manner, but that it’s
morally certain the Whispers of it must reach his ear. You know he has the
jealousy and villany of an Itahan, without the politeness: he’ll fancy that our
searching after truth is with a design to ruine him, which will set his Brain at work
to forge.

From this you’ll see it’s necessary to prosecute the getting a meeting with him
as soon as you can, that there may be time for you to perfect what’s next to be
done, in case it does not answer the end; but even tho’ it should, I am of opinion,
a thorough inquiry into his life & conversation from his cradle, so as to enable
you to write his History, is absolutely necessary; and in this | know | need not
recommend caution to you; and in all the conversation, of all things to avoid the
least expression that may induce the wretch to believe that we are in tiie least
afraid for any thing it’s possible for him, or even hell itself, to say. I am John’s,
my Lady’s, & y' Slave.

Tuesday, 2 0’Clock, in my Boots.
No. LXXXII. No. LXXXII.

An Anonymous Letter, written by M" Duncan Forbes to Sir Robert Walpole, most
likely in August 1716—a Copy is extant (from which the present is taken) in the
President’s hand-writing.

Sir,

MY constant affection for my King and Country will not permit me to see the
Interest of both in danger of being ruined, without a deep concern; and when |
discover that the mischief proceeds from the drowsy negligence or selfish designs
perhaps of some ministers, | cannot help endeavouring to obviate the misfortune
by representing the Case to such as ought to profit by the admonition. What
moves me to address this unsigned remonstrance to you is, that of a great while, |
have looked upon M" Walpole to be an honest man; and am still very unwilling to
part with that belief, notwithstanding of very shrewd appearances to the contrary:



however, | shall form my opinion in that matter, as | find this notice is used.

You need give yourself no trouble in endeavouring to find me out; the attempt
will be impossible; only, lest you should mistake me, from some of the sentiments
after expressed, | think it necessary to tell you that I am, and ever was, a very
zealous friend to the present settlement, which alone prompts me to give you this
intimation; and that during the late confusions | exposed myself as usefully for
His Majesty’s service, as any of those on whom the King, ill informed, has
bestowed the most distinguishing marks of his favour. This declaration, since | am
unknown, does not hurt modesty; and yet will appear to be true, if there is a
proper occasion for it. | have but one thing more to acquaint you with, before I
enter on the subject; and that is, that it will not be in your power to suppress this
representation. My respect to the King will hinder me from publishing it; but’l
will convey it into hands that will take care of it: if you do not perceive, you will
guess at my meaning, and act as you will be answerable.

The People of Great Britain are but too well distinguished by the known
designations of Whig and Tory; of which the Whigs, to a man, are affectionate to
his Majesty; and the Tories, on the other hand, bating a very few, madly addicted
to the Pretender.

As his Majesty has prudently chosen to settle the administration in the hands of
his friends the Whigs, it is unguestionably his interest to keep that part of the
nation satisfied with the Public management; and at the same time to take as few
steps, which may sharpen the resentment of the disaffected part of the people, as
the security of the Government will possibly admit of. Britain receives still
another distinction from the two different kingdoms whereof it is composed; and
tho’ it is undoubtedly his Majesty’s interest to cherish England, as being the most
valuable part of his dominions, it is by no means prudent to disoblidge Scotland
by open injuries, which may create general dissatisfactions, not to be ended but
with the ruin of that part of the United Kingdom.

Sensible that the ministry has lately taken, and still pursues, measures
unnecessarily disobliging to the King’s friends, exasperating the disaffected, and
in a particular manner ruinous to Scotland, | cannot help offering this
representation; in which, as | am a Scotsman, and best acquainted with the affairs
of that country, I shall chiefly touch its grievances; resolved to assert no fact, and
to give the character of no person, that | will not answer at the peril of my head, if
by clearing it I may do my Kihg and Country service.—When the late Rebellion
was happily ended by the Pretender’s flight, his deluded followers found
themselves all in chains, or obliged to surrender and sue for mercy, or to fly their
country with him. Every man concerned in that odious work. certainly deserved
Death, and the punishment due by Law; but Humanity and prudence forbade it. It
was not fit to dispeople a country; nor prudent to grieve the King’s best friends,
who mostly had some concern in those unfortunate men; or expedient to give too
just grounds of clamour to the disaffected.

It will be agreed on all hands, that the proper Rule in this case would have
been,. to have punished only as many as was necessary. for terror,. and for



weakening the strength of the Rebels for the future; and to extend mercy to as
many as it could conveniently be indulged to with the security of the Government;
and this maxim every thinking Whig had then in his mouth, howeveu offended at
the insolences of the Rebels. In place of a course of this kind, thjs method
followed was, ist, To try all the Criminals in England; 2dly, To detain in prison all
those in custody in Scotland, except some who had interest with certain great men
to obtain a previous pardon, to the manifest dishonour of the Government; 3dly,
To attaint a vast number of Scots Noblemen and Gentlemen; 4thly, To put it out
of his Majesty’s power to grant any part of Estates forfeited; and 5thly, To
appoint a Commission for enquiry, and levying the Rebels goods and chattels.
The necessary consequences of this procedure in general are two; first, it mnke»
all those who had the misfortune to be seduced into the Rebellion™ with their
children, relatives, and such as depend on them, forever desperate; and it’s hard to
tell what occasions may offer for venting their Rage. We see that want and hard
circumstances lead men daily into follies, without any other temptation; but when
those circumstances are brought on by adherence to any principle, or opinion, it’s
certain the sufferers will not quit .their attempts to better their condition, but with
their lives, id, * As there are none of the Rebels who have not friends among the
King’s faithful subjects, it is not easy to guess how far a severity of this kind,
unnecessarily pushed, may alienate the affections even of those from the
Government. But in particular, as this case relates to Scotland, the difficulty will
be insurmountable. | may venture to say, there are not 200 Gentlemen in the
whole Kingdom who are not very nearly related to some one or other of the
Rebels. Is it possible that a man can see his daughter, his grandchildren, his
nephews, or cousins, reduced to beggary and starving unnecessarily by a
Government, without thinking very ill of it; and where this is the case of a whole
nation, | tremble to think what dissatisfactions it will produce against a settlement
so necessary for the happiness of Britain.

If all the Rebels, with their Wives, Children, and immediate dependants, could
be at once rooted out of the Earth, the shock would be astonishing; but time would
commit it to oblivion, and the danger would be less to the Constitution, than when
thousands of innocents, punished with misery and Want for the offences of their
friends, are suffered to wander about the Country, sighing out their Complaints to
Heaven, and drawing at once the compassion and moving the indignation of every
human creature.,

Zealots and short-sighted people may perhaps think it just, that a nation so
involved with Rebels should suffer; but let those men consider, that it was much
more owing to Providence, and to the vigilence of our King, than to the
inclinations of the people, that England .did not discover as many Rebels even, in
proportion to its extent,* as Scotland did; and then let them examine how far their
renection will hold.

| should spend too much time, and repeat what you, no doubt, Sir, have heard
often urged in Parliament, did | enter upon the improprieties and inconveniencies
of the Forfeiture Bill, as it affe&s Creditors; therefore | shall pass over that article,
and satisfy myself with assuring you, that those consequences, which at first



might easily have been foreseen, have now accordingly fallen out; and that m this
Kingdom there are not an hundred persons who can be restrained from
murmuring, upon any other consideration, than that they hope his Majesty, against
the ensuing sessions of Parliament, will overturn that fatal Bill.

It’s pity the ministers, in a point so important, should not be at some pains to
find out what impression this step makes on the people. A faithful informer must
Report, that the King’s friends in Scotland begin to fear that the Nation is devoted
to destruction; and that the most forward Abettors of the Condufb of the
Government are forced to lay the blame on some particular persons, and to
promise that the measure will speedily be altered, as the only possible means to
preserve the hearts of his Majesty’s loyal Subjects dutiful to him. In short, Sir,
this course will very soon make a standing army necessary; the King’s enemies
say, that is the design of the ministry; and it’s certain his friends will believe it,
unless things take another turn.

If this forfeiting Bill was gone into, when the danger was over, from any other
view than that of crushing this poor Country, it must have been with the hopes of
levying money for the Public Service; and if it appear (as by and by it will) to a
demonstration, that it can have no such effect, ‘tis hoped, with reason, that the
King and Parliament will either take it away, or not blame the people who
construe the contrivance of it into a design to ruin the” Nation.

To satisfy any person that the. forfeitures in Scotland will scarce defray the
Charges of the Commission, if the saving Clause in favours of the Creditors take
place, | offer but two considerations, that upon enquiry will be found
incontestable. First, it is certain, that of all the Gentlemen who launched into the
late Rebellion, the tenth man was not easy in his circumstances; and if you abate a
Dozen of Gentlemen, the remainder, upon paying their debts, could not produce
much money clear; nor was there any thing more open to observation, than that
the men of estates, however disaffected in their principles, keeped themselves
within the Law; when at the same time men supposed loyal, in hopes of bettering
their low fortunes, broke loose.

2dly. Its known, that the titles by which almost all the estates in Scotland are
possessed are diligences upon debts affecting those estates purchased in the
Proprietor’s own name, or in that of some trustee 3 now it’s certain, that when the
Commissioners of Enquiry begin to seize such estates, besides the debts truly due
to real Creditors, such a number of latent debts will be trumped up, not
distinguishable from the true ones by any else than the Proprietor, as will make
the enquiry fruitless, and the Commission a Charge upon the Treasury, as well as
a nuisance to the nation.

By what is above said (which, upon ane examination you will rind to be certain
truth) it will be evident, that the forfeited estates are in. themselves
inconsiderable; and that they are good for little or nothing to any others except the
owners: wherefore it will be to the last degree imprudent, for the sake of such a
trifle, or rather for the sake of creating a revenue to the Commissioners of
Enquiry, to stir up a disaffection in the nation; which may God and the Wisdom of



our K. soon prevent.

But, allowing that this Bill should bring in 10 or 20,000 per annum clear, wiH
any reasonable man imagine that that profit is to be put in ballance with the
certain loss of the Affections of the people; especially when that event will bring
on £ 1.00,000 Charge for maintaining an Army to keep the Nation orderly.

As | fee with concern the terrible effects of the forfeiting bill, I am far from
thinking that the Rebels should goe unpunished; but then that punishment ought to
proceed according to the Rule above set down; that is, no farther than is
necessary for the Security of the Government, and for the terror of others who
might attempt the

like like afterwards. Pursuant to this Rule, an easy and certain method might be
fallen

upon; for example

i” Let the most leading, the most powerful, and the most malicious of the Rebels,
be pitched upon; let them be executed if in Custody; if not, their estates forfeited
forever. These men, in both nations, might possibly not exceed the number of 20
or thereby.

2>Y Let an Indemnity, by AcT: of Parliament, be published to all (excepting
such as his Majesty shall think fit) who shall surrender against a certain day, and
at a certain place, and there to have their names recorded.

3%y Let those persons be only entitled to pardon and to their estates, upon their
finding bail, 1. for their good behaviour; 2. That they shall meddle in no public
business, elections, &°. 3. That they shall present themselves once or ofteher a
year at Edinburgh, or where his Majesty shall think fit, there to answer to any
Charge that can be made against them; and 4. That they shall neither wear arms,
nor converse one with the other, nor go without their respective Counties without
licence, under several Penalties.

These or such like securities might be devised, whereby the Government would
be absolutely safe, and the minds of all men sweetened; whileas, at the same time,
by the execution of the most remarkable Criminals all the ends of Punishment
would be fulfilled. And if some such measure is not pursued, it is with the last
degree of regret | tell you, that the Pretender will gain many more -friends by the
punishment of the Rebels, than he will lose by their overthrow.

After representing this important false step, I next proceed to take notice of
another; which, tho’ of less prejudice to the K. creates a very general disrespect to
his ministry; and that is, that in a Season when matters of the greatest weight are
on the Wheel, this Country should be entirely neglected, and the management of it
committed to a set of men hated or despised by almost all the King’s friends.

You cannot be ignorant, that the set of men known here by the name of
Squadrone hare in a very particular manner been of many years odious to the
people, on account of their selfish adherence to one another, in opposition to
every interest but their own; and you may easily persuade yourself, that they have



recommended themselves very little by their mean assentation to what has so
sensibly injured their Country; especially as their interest at the bottom is very
inconsiderable, extending little farther than the individual confederates. These
men are become in a more particular manner the derision of the King’s friends;
since it is found out, that they, who never did or durst attempt a laudable thing for
his Service whilst danger threatened the Constitution, have now had hardiness
enough to arrogate the merit of every useful action to themselves, and to aim at
blackening the Reputation of the King’s General, by whose conduct and authority
alone, we are all satisfied, the torrent of the Rebellion could possibly have been
stopped.

It Is no small cause of discontent, to such as served the King faithfully in this
Nation, to find, that a Ministry can be so designing, or so far imposed on, as to
quit with the Duke of Argyle; worthy in himself, but chiefly valuable for his
steady adherence to his Majesty; moved by a parcel of fictions, contrived and
abetted by certain politicians, who are become a proverb in their Country.

Nobody here can forget the fictitious scheme contrived by Gen Cadogan in the
beginning of February last; by which he persuaded the Court that it was then
possible to pursue the Rebels into their hills, and obtained orders for that purpose,
of design to have detained the D. of Argyle about that affair. No one can forget,
that the same

General, General, having found means to delay his expedition till April,
undertook it then, without a possibility of Success: and every one still has it fresh
in his memory, that this man, having fatigued the troops, and spent a great deal of
money, was necessitated, by a treaty dishonourable to the Government, to save his
own shame in making articles

with a puny highland Chief, G;inconsiderable in every other respect, than

as he was a malicious Rebel, and famous for obtaining Conditions of the British
General, which afterwards were ratified by a formal Remission; and the King’s
friends will long remember, that this pardoned Rebel was lately, in this town, a
very forward man of Council with the Squadrone* in all their meetings.

This instance of the Court being imposed on, by the knot of men now
mentioned, to grant a remission to the worthlessest rogue living, is no small
mortification to the lovers of the Constitution; and it receives a good deal of
addition from what is at present a doing; viz. a distinction, that every prisoner
who was taken in Action, or surrendered himself to the King’s mercy, in the
hands of the D. of Argyle, is ordered to be transported to England to be tried,;
whereas those who surrendered to any of the Party aforesaid are almost all left at
home; and if any one goes alongst with the rest, it is of design that he may escape
for want of evidence; as in the case of M°Kenzie of Fraserdale, in whose behalf
the D. of Athol, to whom he surrendered, undertakes to prove, that he was forced
into the Rebellion, tho’ he actually marched at the head of 500 men to Perth.

It is scarce supposible, that a ministry could do a thing’more lawless or more
injudicious than to commit the Care of Public management, at a time so critical as



this is, to men so much the derision, and at the same time so much the aversion, of
their Country, as those to whom that Charge is committed in Scotland.

Now, Sir, do you judge if it is for the honour or interest of the King, or his
ministry, at a time when the Nation is (I must say) in a just ferment, to entrust the
Public Concern to such managers; especially when the Kingdom is yet at a loss
how to account for the disgrace of that man, whom they lately accounted, under
the King, their bulwark against Popery and Tyranny.

By what | have said in the onset, Sir, you may guess | will not rest satisfied
singly with having transmitted this to you. I must know something of your
sentiments about it. Pm resolved to wait till the 20™ of September; and if in the
London Gazette, before that date, | see nothing advertised concerning a letter
dated and signed as this is, you may trust to it, I shall complain of it in such a
manner, as you shall have no reason to be satisfied.

| am, Sir,

Your humble Servant,

Y.Z,

tyo.LXxxm.

Lord Lovat to Mr. John Forbes.
My dear John,

YOUR Election has made as great a noise here as at Inverness, & made people
very busy on both sides. Our great ffrds did second me w’ ye Prince & Ministry;
& tho ye Earle roares, & the Knight lyes, it will be of no use. We are highly
oblidged to M" Ridpath: he has fought the quarrel manfully in spight of y® threats
of the E. to take him up for Scandalum magnatum. His Flying Post & Castlehill*s
letter is this day before the Prince & Ministry; so they have brought their Hogs to
a base market. | hope their Success at Elgin will be the same; as, if | had been at
home, |

K would would have put Thundertown the right way. | hope Sir Henry has done
his duty on this occasion. | hope to take journey y® next Week. | have been busy
to get a Gift to Fraserdale’s tryal, y> my Gift may be secure of his life real
Escheat, which will make me Master of y® Estate of my fathers if he’ll live but a
few years by the help of my dr General, who is now very melancholly, as well as
you. | was surpris’d when M'Strahan told your ffrd Mrs. Purvis y’ he-had a letter
from you, telling y’ y" mother is dead, & yet Castlehill says nothing of it in his of
the 157, | sincerely partake w’your grief; for she was one of the best of Women,
allwayes doing good to her Grand Children & y° poor. | had a very great respect
for her, & I allwayes found her my passionat ffrd; receive my compliment on y’
head for yrself & for all your family, whom I love & honor; & believe me, while |
breathe,

D’ Sir,
London, Your most faithfull



y’ 29 of Septre & most Obedient humble Servant,

1716. LOVAT.
No. LXXXIV.
Lord Lovat [probably to Mr. BaillieJ.
D’ Sir,

| ONLY send you this to let you know y Monday morning | go for y°* Bath,
where I’ll stay but short, & endeavour to be at Ed" before y’ first of Nobre. |
intreat you aquant both Duncan & John Forbes, that ther Inverness busines coast
trouble to me & to their other ffrds; & y’ | admire why John Forbes suffers
himself to be calumniat by those people, by open Memorials to the Cabinet
Council, w’out John Forbes writing to any of the Secretarys. If 1.had not spoke so
oportunly to my L? Chancellor & to my L® Townshend, | belive the affaire would
have gone wrong. It has keep’d y°® great Brothers & me in hot water these ten
dayes. | beg you send y™ this Letter, y’ they may know that | & their other ffrds
are angry y’ John Forbes did not writ to my L® Townshend & to M" Walpole, who
apear both his ffrds. But | beg he may do it how soon this comes to his hands, y’

y® ministry may know their infamous proceedings. | hope they will one day or
other smart for it. Adieu.

I am most intierly ye 6 of Octobre > Yours, &c.
.1716. f LOVAT.
No. LXXXV.
Lord Belhaven to Mr. Duncan Forbes.’
D’ Duncan, London, Oc. 6th, 1716.

| HAVE inclos’d a letter to you from the Lord Hay, a great part of which
concerns an affair of mine. The Case in short is, that | have got a promise of the
Lord Kintore’s place, of Knight Marshall of Scotland; who have been in
Rebellion; which place he had during his life. Now the Question is, which is the
proper method to proceed, to forfeit this Office to the Crown? the Lord Hay, and
many others, are of Opinion, that he ought to be cited to attend his Office m Sixty
days, according to the law of Scotland, at the Peers, and those of Leeth; and upon
his not appearing, the Lords of the Session ought in law to declare his Office
forfeted to the Crown; but I refer you to a paper | sent down to my Brother some
time agoe, which is more distinct then | can write you. The Secretarie have often
write to S James Stewart concerning this affair, but nothing have been done; so |
must entreat you to concert

whh with my Brother, and other Lords, -which is the best and most expeditious
method of doing this affair; for it concerns me to have it soon done. There is one
method that will do, without all dispute; which is, the finding of Evidence of that
Lord’s being in Rebellion; and upon their Deposition before the Judges at
Carlisle, a Bill may be found against him. If all [other] methods are ineffectual,
this must be tryed, but | had much rather any other would do. D" Duncan, you



know most of your great people with you will rather obstruct than forward any
thing that concerns me; so must entreat your assistance. My Brother will consult
any other Lawyer with you that you think fitt. So, D" Duncan, The story has had
its effect, we find; but as it happens, Sir Peter now denies every ftep of it, and has
gone to LY Townshend and M" Methuen to assure them the D. never visited him in
his life, nor ever spoke a syllable on that subject.

Your BELHAVEN.
No. LXXXVI.

EXTRACT of an Act of Councill. The Magistrats and Councillours of Invernes
to M" Duncan Forbes, Advocat. 1716.

ATT Invernes, the Eight day of October One thousand seven hundred and
sixteen years, In presence of John Forbes of Culloden, Provost; James Thomson,
James Dunbar, and William Fraser, Baillies; James Mackintosh, Dean of Gild;
Thomas Alves, Thesaurer, and remanent Councillours of the said Burgh then
convened: That day the Magistrats and Councill, takeing to their serious
consideration how necessary it is for the Burgh to have -a fitt and qualified
Advocatt to act and doe for them in all maters that may concern the Burgh in
Generall; And they being weell versed in, and knowing the qualifications of, M"
Duncan Forbes, Advocat: As also considering how active he was in suppressing
the late Rebellion againft his Majesty King George; Therefore they do nominat
and appoynt the said M" Duncan Forbes as their Advocat for this Burgh; To act in
all publick affairs and Debates wherin the Burgh in general may be concerned.
For which the saids Magistrats and Councill bind and obleidge them and their
successors in place and office To pay to the said M" Duncan Forbes, his Heirs or
Afligneys, the sum of Twenty Merks Scots mony yearly for his said Service in
Generall; and that dureing all the years he shall please continue as Advocat for
this Burgh: And ordain ane Extract hereof to be given him, which will be as
sufficient as if a Commission containing all clauses requisite were extended here
annent. Ofon Act Extract by me.

CH. M°LEANE.
No. LXXXVII.

M" Duncan Forbes to his Brother M" John Forbes, Dated Edinburgh 26™ October
1716. Dear Brother,

MONDAY laft | came hither, after having established the belief | had planted
alongft the Road. There are no News, but that Men expect the Parliament will be
opened before the Holydays, and that the King will be over by that time.

At length we have come to the knowledge of the true lye on which the Duke
was disgraced. It was told the. K. that the Duke * had visited Sir Peter King
privately, and told him, that as he was L® Chief Juftice, he muft- give his opinion
that the Limitations on the Guardian were contrary to law; threatening that, if he
did otherwayes, upon his Majefty’s Demise the Prince would not renew his
commission.



* Argyll
DUI\T. 2FORBES.
Mind Deple. Let T. Robinson’s ~50. be paid, if possible, before the Term a day.
No.LXXXVIII.

Meflrs M. & W. Drummond to the Laird of Culloden.

>,

The

Sir.

YOU may be surpriz’d at our giving you the trouble of this; which nothing

less than the miserable Circumstances and necessitous Condition of our
Countrymen, transported to Carlisle, could have obliged us to. For when they
were carried off many of them had neither Credit nor Money to bear their charges,
if they had not been supplied, in some measure, by a collection made here from
charitable persons; which no profession of people made the leaft distinction; but
all concurred very frankly. But as that collection will be soon, if not already,
exhaufted, so their charges will encrease by coming on of their tryalls, which now
approach (the Judges being actually set out for Carlisle), which in a strange
country cannot be done easily, being remote from their friends, and destitute of
the means of subsistance; for many, who lived plentifully before, can receive no
supply from their own Eftates, they being sequestrate; and as little from their
friends, who live at such a distance; and many of them are involved in the same
.misfortune, and not capable to give any assistance to them. It’s therefore hoped
you will take these unfortunate Gentlemen’s case to your serious consideration;
and to transmit! hither what you are pleased to bestow in so charitable ane
occasion; and we will endeavour, as hitherto we have done, to apply it in the most
equall manner we can think of for their support. We are,

Sir,

Your most humble Serv”, Edinburgh, > M. DRUMMOND.
Nov' 6", 1716. > W. DRUMMOND.

No. LXXXIX
M" Ja” Steuart to M" Duncan Forbes.

Sir,

HIS Royal Highness being informed, that there are several persons concerned
in the late Rebellion who have fled from Justice, and are either gone abroad or
sculking up and down the Country: Therefore, by a Letter from my Lord
Townshend of the 13” last month, His Lop has signified to me, that it is
His’Royal Highness’s pleasure, judging it highly necessary for his Majesty’s
service, that endeavours should be used to find out the names of such persons as
have been concerned in the late Rebellion, and are either fled abroad or sculking
up & down the Country; and also that proper Evidence be found against them:
Wherefore | desire that you may forthwith transmit to me a List of such landed

men within your Shyre as were concerned in the late Rebellion, and are now gone
abroad, or are sculking at home. I do not here mean, that you should only send me



a List of such as you know certainly to have been in the Rebellion; but also of
such- as, by the common fame of the country, are said to have been engaged
therein, and are known to be out of the way or sculking. This List may soon be
made up, and therefore I hope soon to have a return from you as to this particular.

1
J

You cannot but know a great many of these in your bounds, who, not being
landed men, were allowed, upon their surrender of themselves & arms, to return
to their own homes, and to live peaceably without disturbance.

Wherefore | am directed to let you know, that it is expected that you will call
such persons before you, and examine them as to their knowledge of the persons
aforementioned, their haying been in arms in the Rebellion; and that you will be
pleased to give me a particular Lift of those persons that are capable of giving
Evidence against them; and that you would mark at every persone’s name not
only his name and surname, designation, and place of abode, but also the persons
against whom he is capable of giving Evidence. And in this | hope you will be at
such pains, That | may be in a condition to give such report of your diligence to
Court, as is suitable to the Office you are intrusted with.

As to the List of the landed Gentlemen who have been in the Rebellion and are
either fled or sculking, | desire that that may be sent up with all dispatch; seeing
you need not wait the event of finding Evidence against them; That being to be
done either upon your own knowledge or common fame. And as to the List of
Evidence, | hope you will send it up so soon as it is possible to be got ready.

| am, Sir,
Ed", 8" Nov' > Your most humble & Obed’ Servant,
1716. $ JA.STEUART.
‘nm
No. XC.
M" Duncan Forbes to his Brother M" John Forbes, Provost of Inverness, Dated
Edinburgh 16 Nov' 1716.
Dear Brother,

I HAVE written once to-day already: the design of this is to acquaint you, that a
contribution is a carrying on, for the relief of the Poor Prisoners at Carlisle from
their necessitous condition. It is certainly Christian, and by no means disloyall, to
sustain them in their indigent estate, untill they are found Guilty. The law has
brought them to England to be tryed by foreign Jurys; so far it is weel. But no law
can hinder a Scots man to wish that his Countrymen, not hitherto condemned,
should not be a derision to Strangers, or perish for want of necessary defence or
sustenance out of their own Country. Therefor, if any Contribution is carryed on
for the above purpose with you, it is fit you should give it all the countenance you
can, by exhortation and example. The King’s best friends do not scruple it here.



I am Yours,
DUN. FORBES.

No. XCI.
Lord Lovat to M" John Forbes.

My dearest Lord Provost, (we must give you your title since its to last but short.)

MY dear General’s letter and yours are terrible; but 1 was long ere now
prepared for all y> could hapen me on y¢ illustrous Brothers’ account. HI stand by
y™ to y° last; & if | fall, as | do not doubt but I will, I’ll receive y°* blow w’out
regret.-—But all | can

tell you is this, y’ we are like to see a troublesome world, & my General & you
will be yet useful; & 1 am ready to be with you till y® last drop; for | am eternally

Your own
Ferintosh, \ LOVAT. ye.27’h of Deb” 1716 J
My most humble duty to y" Lady. God preserve you both, & destroy y° Squade.

No. XCII.
Lord Lovat to M" Duncan Forbes.

My dfest General,

AS | take a particular share in all that touches my d" Gen: so | am mightily
griev’d at y' sister-in-law’s Condition.—1 do not think y’ your d" brother will long
outlive her; for he is so overwhelm’d w’ grief, that he neither sleeps nor eats, & is
very much alter’d. I do what | can to comfort him; but he gives way to his grief, in
spight of what all his fds can say.

| have several calls from London. Foyers assures me y y® Squade have resolv’d
to ruin me, du fond en comble; to break me as to my Commissions; & as to my
Gift; & to sett up a Fraserdale in odium of Argyle, & of me as his partisan. Brig.
Grant writs to me y’ he never will belive y® promise of a Courtier after what was
said to him of y® Gift to Fraserdale. My L% 1.’s refined Politik has hindered his
Brother to act for me in y' matter, which was most inaccountable befor God &
Man; since they know I would go w" y™ tomorrow to Spain, if they bid me, &
leave wife & kindred—But, my d" Gen. | never found y’ any frd would do for me
what | would for him, except my d" Gen. who is generous & great in his Soul
above all the Dukes & Earles in Brittain.—If you think fit, | intreat you writ’ to y°
Brothers, to do for me what they can. Brig. Grant desires me to go off as soon as
possible to secure Fraserdale’s busines; so | do intend to go in a week or two at
most. In the mean tyme, | send this express, w” George Drummond’s 140 p%; y’ is,
13 2 I really owe him and 8 p for the time he was out of his money, that he might
employ better. So being to send this express South, | call’d for Kinmiles &
Castlehill, who knows y°® Conveyances of this Estate better than any of this
Countrey, & Kinmiles has made the inclos’d Memorial to be sent you.

| therefore most humbly beg of my d" General to employ Sir Walter Pringle, Sc
whom els you please, & consult together of some legal way of my keeping



possession of this Estate, besides y°® Gift, which | look upon as the most
precarious thing on earth; & | most tell my Gen: that either 1 most keep violent
possession, which will return me my old missfortunes, or | most abandon y*
kingdoms, & a young Lady whom my fds have engadg’d me to marry. So, d" Gen:
| beg you may give me some prospect of not being again forc’d to leave y°
Kingdom, or to fight against the King’s forces; the one or y’ other must be, if | do
not find any legal pretence of possessing the Estate but by this Gift, which I now
reckon as nothing. The thoughts of all this confuse my brain; soe excuse my writ
& style; and believe me eternally, w’out reserve,

The most faithfull & affeftionat of all your Slaves,
LOVAT.
Beaufort, y° 28 of Janry 1717.

| have fully reconcil’d myself to all my kindred on both sides, except
Dunbalah’s Brothers.—I sign this day a submission to Killrach & Cullodin for
what Capt. Hugh can demand.

No. XCIII. No.XCIIl.
M" John Forbes to M" Duncan Forbes.
Dear Brother,

| TAKE the opportunity of Lovat’s express, to tell you that my Wyffe is dead.
It pleased God to call her Munday last, the 28™ Instant, betwixt twelve and on
0’Clock fbrnoon. She is to be interr’d Tuesday next, the 5 February. If my
health will allow me to travell after that, my stay will not be long here, unless
Parliat is either prorogued or dissolved.

JO: FORBES.

Inverness, 30"\
January 1717y

No. XCIV.
LN ] . *
Lord Lovat to M" Duncan Forbes.

My dearest General,

| GOT y' long letter; & | am affraid its omenus, when you writ long letters & |
short ones. | have nothing to say as to the law part, but a blind submission to y'
will; only y> I am sorry my adversarys have employed y® best lawiers, except. my
Gen: whom | look on as y° best of all. If you can secure Sir Walter Pringle, | beg
you do it. According to my General’s orders, | reviewd yesterday Nt ****x**x*
above thirteen hunder men. Col” Moray did me y® honor to go himself & review
y", & thought y™ lusty bodys of Men; but they lookd melancholly like, w’out
Arms.—I have writ to the Chancellor & Secretarys about y™ by the last Post; & to
Baron Shallenburg, to say a word to y°* King of my zeal. | think you should make
a Paragraph about my review, & cause put it in your Currant. | do assure you, y it



is a terrifkation to y Jacobites, & y’ my staying here frights them. Yet y® Brig,
writes plainly to me, even since the Plot, y’ its in my L< Hay’s advice | should go
immediately to London to save myself, since they could not publickly act for me.
Y" advice pusles me of my staying; but | will be determined by this day’s post. If
my fds from London continou to bid me go, He go imediatly; if they bid me stay
He stay, sinc they most know there if ther is any danger so near: yet | am truly of
Opinion y’ matters will not end wnout much blood. What you desired to know |
got notice of it precisly last night; my Cusing Clanranald did land in his own
Countrey w’ a great number of arms, & sent a great packet to Glengary, who is to
go to Knoydard on y® coast, to meet Clanranald, or Glendarroch, who is likewise
c6me over. | had this from a Cusing of Glengary’s, who was w him when he got
y® Packet; so you may be assured y’ Glengary & Huntley are as much the
Pretender’s, & all ther Men, as any in Scotland. Adieu, mon cher General; je vous
ecriray plus au long Vendredy au soir, par la post ordinaire; cecy est par un
express pour porter les Rolles de ma Company. Mille respects au Prevost, a M.
Drummond, et Nimbo; et me Croyer a vous, mille fois plus qu’a Moymeme,

LOVAT.
Inverness, y° 2p™ of Febr* 1717.

| have been mild to my kinsmen to excess, & | am affraid contrary to my
interest; but | follow my General’s orders: their all united to me as one Man,
except Dunbalah’s Sons, whose Conduct no man of Honor or frdship to me can
justify; but I let y” ah ne.

No. XCV. No. XCV.
M" John Forbes to M" Duncan Forbes, London, 20" June 1717. Dear Brother,

YOUR Friend Obryan was with me Tuesday night last, who, by the help of
some good wine, made me slip that post; and to the consequence of that night’s
drinking you may impute my making use of a borrowed hand; for yesterday and
last night | was so verie ill, that this day | was obliged to take a good quantity of
blood.

For news, Lovat’s gift run the Gantlet this day in the House of Commons, by
reason of a resuming Clause in favours of Fraserdale’s Lady, presented by Lord
James Murray, and strongly supported by Cocburn, Halden, and the Squad; who
in the Debat, w™ lasted two hours, were pleased to belch out great many
scurrilous reflections against Lovat; but all to no purpose; for the gift subsists as it
did; and in a great Measure owing to Mr. Walpole, and honest Mr. Smith, who,
notwithstanding y* melancholy circumstances of his Family at present, would not
desert Lovat.

JF.
*
No. XCVI.

M" John Forbes to M" Duncan Forbes, Lond, 13" July 1717.



Dear Brother, m

M" STANHOPE has this day kist the King and Prince’s hands as Viscount
Sussex

and Lord Mohaun *. Its also storied that Mal h has demitted all his posts in

Favours of Cad[ogan], who is to be Duke of Ormond. Its true, that Mr. Poultnie
was refused access to the King before he left this place; and also that Tom Earle
has lost his place, as every oy" body that voted against Cad. must in a few dayes.
The D. of Summerset has refused to serve the Court, till first the K. and P. are
reconcilat. We are to have the Act of Grace Munday next; and its talk’d, that the
Parliament will not only then be up, but dissolved; and that Rox. and all the
Squad, goe for Scotland to make the Elections, whilst his Majesty goes a progress
through the Countrie. As to my tyme of down comeing, its uncertain, because |
know not how long | may be detained in Hampshyre, where | desyne to goe next
Week; But in order to my home coming, its proper you write north and find
Credite for a 100. sterling, which I must draw on George Drummond for before |
leave this place’; since | take it for granted that our CommissoTM are to have no
Sallarie payed them. Pray mynd me kindly to honest Timothy. Its pritty hard that
neither you or | can be of any use att this juncture to the good Town. | am att
present a litle on the Crab, and cannot think of writeing to any body; Therefore
please forward the substance of this to honest Mr. Baillie. | am just now told, that,
in order to secure Elections for the Court, Wharton is made Duke of Wharton.

| had almost Forgott to thanke you for the kyndly way oif Kving you propose to
us. I lyke it extremely weell; but I should lyke it much better if you could think of
provydeing yourself with ane honest lass that would be a comfort to you, and also
take care a little of me. This would determine me to keep home and with pleasure,
which

* Viscount Stanhope, of Mahon in the island of Minorca, In the following year
he was created Earl Stanhope.

in in any oy' event cannot be but pritty melancholie to me when allone. And |
assure you that your comeing to some speedy and solide resolution in this thing,
which perhaps you may take as a Joke, is the greatest obligation you can do No.
XCIX. No. ClI.

Your affect. Brother,
JO. FORBES.
No.XCVIL
Provost Hossack to the Laird of Culloden.
Hon® Sir,

COLONEL Montague & some Horse, having this forenoon come in from
Killichnimman, brought a great many Letters from our Army, which goe by this
Post, and will confirm that the Troops attacked the Rebells in their most
advantageous post, beat them from it not without loss, and were in pursute of



them next day; the Spaniards having capitulat to surrender on the Afternoon
thereof. Capt” Downs & 2 Lieu’* of Montag” are killed; Capt”™* Moor &
Heighington, of Clayton’s, wounded; as is Cullairn on the thigh, & the bone safe.
It’s said, Seafort is wounded in the Shulder, and Gordon in the Legg. This is what
occurs for news now. | am,

Hon*” Sir,
Yo' most faithful Serv* Inverness, i3" June 1719. JOHN HOSSACK
%* This was the battle of Glensheal, fought on the io " of June.
No. XCVIII.
Lord Belhaven to M" Duncan Forbes, London, March 18", 1721. D" Duncan,

THE Lord Straffoord desired me this day to write to some Lawer of my
acquaintance in Scotland, and inclose this bit of Paper concerning on Hamilton,
who, he’s inform’d, is now in Scotland. If you can find out that he is there, he
would gladly employ you in the recovery of his monie; so should be glade you
would employ some body to find out whether such a man is there, or not; and be
S0 good as to let me know as soon as possible.

For news, we are here in the outmost miserie, haveing had nothing before our
eies but a theme of Calamity; the people in rage, fury, and povertie, without
doors; and carrying on their particular views and interests within; without any
regard to the publick good. You have, no doubt, heard of the Lord Sunderland’s
being acquitted by three score and on Votes: the Secret Committee were next to
have proceeded against owld Craggs; but he bit them, having, as it’s believed,
taken a large doze of laudenum, of which he died Yesterday Morning. As for
Politicks, 1 am not much vers’d in them, nor are they at present much worth
minding; but this | may say, in generall, that if we be not all blown up together,
I’m of Opinion our friends here never had a fairer prospect than they now have. |
long to see ***** return’d a member of Parliament.—Pray give my humble
Service to George Drummond, Mr. Brent, and all other friends. | am, D" Duncan,

Yours,
BELHAVEN.

t No. XCIX.

M" Duncan Forbes [probably to the Duke of Argyll.]
My Lord,

THE choice your Grace has been pleased to make of me to represent your
Borrows * | take to be a very uncommon mark of your favour.

That you have agreed | should not attend when my Business tyes me necessarly
to this place, I look upon as a proof of your sincere friendlhip for me; and that, in
this particular your Grace has considered my interest more than your own.

During the whole course of my past life till this moment, I never wilhed for
riches. But now, when | perceive that my narrow Circumstances will not, without



a manifest Indiscretion (which your Grace would readily blame), permit me to
fling aside all regards, and to follow you wherever your service requires, | begin
to wilh | had an Estate.

My fears, and a more familiar acquaintance | have with myself than any body
else has, tell me that | shall not answer the expectations your Grace may have of
my service in Parliament. However, since | am thoroughly satisfied that the same
friendship which moved you to entertain those expectations will incline you to
make allowances for my failours, | submit to your Grace’s Resolutions.

| hope your Grace will not believe | think the less of the honour you have done
me, that | assure you it neither has augmented, nor cannot, the affection with
which | formerly was Your Grace’s

most faithful Servant,

Edin"i8" July 1721. D. F.

No. C.

*Lord Lovat to the Laird of Culloden.
My dear Lord Provost,

IT’S needless to me to give you ane account of the attack y’ those impudent
villains make on you; since Tom. Rob. W. B. & Jo. Hosak, will give you a full
account of it. It’s a fine design, & very proper for King George’s Officers of
State, to offer to the Tory Jacobits of Inverness to restore them to their old
Magistracy, if they will concur with them to turn out the Whigs who have been so
zealous for King George. | want to know mightily what pension y* D. of R has
from the Pretender for serving his friends so faithfully. I am sure he gets more
than ever | did for my services in 1703. | must say, that you are all good natured,
y’ can every day see those Rafkals w’out telling them they are so. But if the E. &
Knight come to Inverness, they will certainly be drum’d out of town, & followed
by all the dogs, fisherwifes, whores, & boys of the town; as the Peer would have
been in 1715 if | had not protected him. I intend to go to Inverness, & show at
least my zeal to serve you. Adieu. Pam eternally John Forbes of Colodin’s
faithfull Slave,

LOVAT.

My service to Sir Rob. Gordon, & the Laird of Brodie. My Wife gives you her
kind service.

Beaufort, the 7 " of Defere 1721.
* Mr. Forbes was chosen in 1722 for the Inverness district of boroughs.

Wa. CL
Lord Lovat to the Laird of Culloden.

My dear Lord Provost,

THO’ | am tender, & y y° weather is very bad, | came in here to do all the
service | can. | refer to Mr. Baillie to give you ane account of what is doing here.



* * * & other old Frds are only to be trusted. But | hope we will blow up all their
Plot very soon. However, | think, w’out losse of tyme, you should come home:
you know y’ your presence would check a great many trimmers; but in your
absence we will do what we can; & | hope ye is. to beat them to pieces, tho’ their
contrivances is very malicious; & you may be sure that Duncan will not act with
more earnestnes & affection for your concerns than I will, and y* w’ ye rifk of life
& fortune if it was usefull. I am my dear John Forbes’s

Most faithfull Slave,
Inverness, y° 9 of Dec. 1721. LOVAT.
No. cn.
From the same to the same.
My dear Lord Provost,

I Am heare this eight days doing what | can to serve you & your Interest. | hope
I have not been useless; for I left no stone unturn’d that I could think of to knock
the last ridiculous Plot in the head; & I think it is better for you y’ they invented y’
piece of malice; for it only shows the world y all Inverness is yours, Whig and
Tory: & y you can order any y dares call themselves Squade to be whip’d out of
it. I refer to B Hos and Mr. Baillie, to give you ane account of my affection & zeal
for you; which | believe you are convinc’d is all the business | have, or ever will
have, to do with the Politicks of Inverness. | wish you a happy new year & a
merry Christmass; but | wish it was at Inverness. | am eternally, My d" L Provost,

Your most faithful Slave, Inverness, y’ 15 of Debre 1721. LOVAT.
No. OIL

M" Duncan Forbes to his Brother M" John Forbes.
Dear Brother,

WE are frightned out of our witts here, that Peter Haldane will be made Lord of
Session in place of Fountainhall, who has demitted. If this happen, we have no
more to say in the Session; and, for ought I know, the ridiculous process against
you and your Magistrates may be determined against you, at a Season when there
can be no Appeall. I am hopefull the Duke will look to his own Interest in this
particular; which will be mortally wounded, if not killed quite dead, by such a
Judge; and | cannot help thinking, that if the Ministers put such a Judge upon him,
he has very litle to look to from their promises.

| expect to hear particularly from Inverness, in a day or two, what have been
the Springs of our Tory friends’ actions, and then you shall know.

| heartily regrate our friend Sandy’s loss; | hope heel bear it, and get another
son.

| am
Edr 19" Decer”), Yours.
1721./



Note.—Mr. Haldane was not appointed.
L2 NO. CIV. No. CIV.
M" Duncan Forbes to the Duke of Argyll. My Lord, Ed" 29" Aug’ 1723.

THIS Morning your Grace’s Letter was sent me by Com. Campbell, under
whose cover it came. Observing it to be dated the 13", and that, consequently, it
ought to have come to hand ten days ago, | enquired somewhat carefully to
discover where the stop had been. | found by the Cover, directed by C. Poter to
the Commissar, that he folded it up at Sudbrook only on the 17 and by the
London Postmark that it was put into the Office there no sooner than thje 24™.
These things | remark to satisfy your Grace, that this Answer is not delayed throw
any fault of mine; because you seemed disposed to take some resolutions, upon
the failour of ane answer, in the course of the Post, from the date of your Grace’s
Letter.

I am heartily sorry that what | wrote your Grace, sometime agoe, in excuse of
my friend George’s delay of Payment, did not prove satisfactory. If that delay
proceeded from unwillingness, there could be no excuse for it; but if it proceeded
truly from unability at the time, | imagined your Gr. would have been as forward
as | to have covered it. Had | not been absolutely sure that he was then unable to
answer the demand, | should not have offered the proposition that I then made;
but since | cannot safely, in this method of distant correspondence, hope. to offer
arguments that shall convince your Gr. that | was in the right, I shall at least give
you the most substantial proof that I think | was so; for | shall forthwith do what |
can to find the Money, and cause pay it up, to save my friend from Ruin. If it is
remitted to J. Cockburn, | believe it will Answer your Grace’s intention; and |
hope in a very few Posts to lodge it in his hands.

If the mistake of your Letters having come so late to hand has not occasioned
your Gr. doing somewhat cross to poor George before this reaches you, | flatter
myself you will lay aside all thoughts of hurting a Man who, joined to more
merite, has as great a love for justice and for your Gr. Service, as your most f. H.
Serv”

DUN. FORBES.
No. CV.
The Duke of Argyll to M" Duncan Forbes, Dated Sudbrook, Sept’ y¢ 7™, 1723.

| PROTEST, | never was half so much surpriz’d in my life as I am at y* way in
which you take this affair of George Drummond’s. | have not as y’ told M'
Walpool the Story; but | have told it to some of our friends, that 1 might see
whether any Man thought upon the subject as you doe; & upon my word they are
astonish’d; & | am confident all mankind will be so that hears it; & one time or
other you may chance to be convinc’d that you have misjudg’d in your extream
passion for M" Drummond; who, | confess, | with pain see prefer’d to me. | take
it, by what you say, that he is in a few days to be pleas’d to part with y°* Money
that he has thought to fit to retain eight years in his hands. | desire, to whoever he
sends the Bills, he will condescend to confess-having receiv’cf the value out of



the ten thousand pound, or some such discription. That done, to please you, | shall
not hurt him; & to serve myself, | shall never trust him.

I am, Duncan,

Your faithfull Servant,
ARGYLL & GREENWICH-

No. CVIL.
M" Duncan Forbes to the Duke of Argyll, Dated Inverness, 2i Sept" 1723.
My Lord, .’

| AM at present under the greatest concern that ever possest me, when | sit
down to answer your Grace’s Letter of the 7", which I received in this place.

That your Grace’s opinion, and that of your friends, concerning G. D. is a
wrong one, | dare not take upon me absolutely to say; because you may be
acquainted with facts concerning him, to which | am a Stranger; but if there was
no more in the matter than | know; viz. that he, tho’ willing, was unable to
advance the Money for some months, without risquing ruin to himself and his
friends; | cannot think that my entreating in his behalf with your Grace, or
interposing to procure him the money, is a Crime unpardonable; tho’, as | had the
honor formerly to observe, his faultiness or innocence cannot well be explained in
this manner of Correspondence.

But that which touches me the most sensibly is, the Opinion your Grace- is
pleased to express concerning me, as if | preferred G. D. (of whom you seem to
entertain very unfavourable Sentiments) to your Grace: the consequence whereof
may be, that one time or another | may chance to be convinced that | have
misjudged.

To one whose Actions, in so far as they reguarded your Grace, flowed from the
most sincere Love and affection; whose conduct never was influenced by views of
inJerest or the least hopes of reward; and who flattered himself your Grace
considered him in that light, the Censure is pretty severe. The study of my Life,
since ever | had the honour to be known to your Grace, was, to merit your good
will by honest actions. | was fond enough to believe that | had gained some share
of it; and | do assure your Grace, nothing in nature can affect me more than the
loss of it, excepting only the deserving to lose it.

The Consequences which, one time or another, 1 may chance to feel, Your
Grace will do me the justice to believe, make no impression on me. Were |
capable of dreading these, | should be unworthy of that place which | so earnestly
courted in your Grace’s Esteem. But | must confess, the reflexion that it should be
in the power of chance, or industry, to give your Grace a jealousy of me, when my
conscience bears witness to my sincerity, is a circumstance that brings me
abundance of pain.

Your Grace will, I hope, pardon my complaining in this manner; since you are
the only person living to whom | dare utter my complaint. Your justice will



doubtless dispose you to examine more narrowly, whether there was any cause for
suspecting my truth; and in the mean time, till, upon such Enquiry, | am found
Guilty, I take the liberty to continue to subscribe myself, as formerly,

Your Grace’s most faithfull and most humble Servant,
D. F.

| have written to Mr. Drummond, to acquaint Ja. Cockburn, that the Money
remitted him by Bill was in satisfaction of so much Money which had remained in
his Mr. Drummond’s hands of the ~10,000. since the late Rebellion. The Letter to
Kilmahew, which came North, unluckily being under the same cover with your
Grace’s, | have directed for him.

Mo, CVIL
No. CVII.

The Duke of Argyll to Mr. Duncan Forbes.
My Dear Duncan, Sudbrook, ye 10 of Oct. 1723.

| RECEIV’D your Letter out of y* North, by which | find you have strangly
mistaken mine. The Opinion | have, you know, always had of you, cannot but
have made it a pain to me to find you think me in y* wrong, & George Drummond
in the right. It is wonderful to me, how you could conceive that | intended, by
what | said, to threten you. If you can think well of me, you should think that I am
sensible of the obligations | lye under to you, and sorry that | have had no
opportunity to return them. | have, God knows, too little power to be such a fool
as to threten my enemys; and, | think, too much Honesty to dream of hurting my
friend. Man is, questionless, not perfect; and I am, no doubt, less so than I might
be; but if you meet, Duncan, with many, either with regard to publick or private
life, much better than myself, you may be said to have good fortune. I goe in two
or three days into Oxfordshire, where y°* Dutchess will be toward the end of the
month, and shall remain there till a few days before His Majestie’s return. M’
Walpole tells me, every thing will goe well; & | have reason to be perswaded, that
he will sincerly doe the best he can to serve us. Give my Service to all our friends;
and doe me y° justice to believe that | am

Your faithfull friend & Servant,
ARGYLL & GREENWICH.
NO.CVIII.

M’ John Forbes to his Brother Mr. Duncan Forbes, Lord Advocate; dated
Culloden,

28" January 1725.
Dear Brother,

WE have the strongest strugle about Elections in this Countrie, all over, was
ever heard of, especially anent our Borrowes: so that | cannot yett say that Stewart
is secure. | wish the writts were here; for till then, or rather till the Minute of
Election is over, It is not possible to say who will be the Man; because Stewart,



Killravock, and Collonell * * * « * M°Kynzie, by Tom. Robertsones (and his
associats) ther bambusiling measures, doe all of them reckon themselves equally
secure.

As to my Election, our Cousine Foulls is now here. He assures, Sir Donald will
not come North; but Fraserdeall, who is also in this Countrie, asserts he will, and
all his oy" South Countrie friends. If he speaks trueth, tyme mest try who will be
returned.

I am glad to hear the Address for dissolving the Union is throwen out by your
Faculty; tho’ its well knowen | was not for it. Yet a very thinking Man may easily
belive this is not the proper tyme to propose such ane affair. | am truely sorrie to
hear the litle Recabite was violently opposite to you and his oy" friends in this
matter; and as sorrie to hear that he is lyke to follow Jacobite measures at the
Elections. If this be true, please show him thisLyne; and tell him, | take his
apearing so, art this Jouncture, to be not only the greatest act of folly he can
committ against his interest, but also the greatest affront he can possibly doe me,
and all concern’d in me. It is, in plain terms, a giveing up all friendship with me.
Yett still, insignificant as | am, it were more kyndly for him to wish me well, and
to expeft friendship from me, then to

depend



depend on, or to be led by the nose by, the Man | am told he setts up for; who is a
stranger to him, and will perhaps laugh att him when the Elections are over. |
know you’ll think I have spent too much paper on this subject; but I cannot help
it, because | love my Cousine, and desyre to keep friendship with him. Pray lett
me know what he inclynes to do, and use your interest widi him to keep him right.

| cannot tell what to make of M’Intosh. If Argyll wrote to him, | am told, it
might doe weell. But doe in this as you think fitt. Your friend Tom Robertsone
and his father are intyrely in Fraserdeall’s interest, for all the friendship he
professes to you; and does oblidge his father, who never qualified before, to take
the Oathes, only to oppose me; which | take to be the best thanks you’ll gett from
him and his associats for patronizing them in their villainies. All friends are weell.
Dispatch the writts. How soon they come, lett me know when our great folks
come to Scotland, and what oy" Newes you have.

Y” JO. FORBES.
No. crx.

The Lord Advocate to the Magistrates of Glasgow.
Gentlemen, Edinburgh, 25™ June 1725.

WE are allarmed here with an imperfect Acco” of a Tumult that happened in
your town, in which M" Campbell of Shawfield’s house is said to have suffered;
but how far the fury of the Mob proceeded, we have not yet heard.

| must own to you, Gentlemen, this News surprized me; the more that | have
heard it for some time reported, there was such an intention; and that the populace
was, by some means or other, stirred up to look upon M" Campbell with an evil
eye. That previous notice, | flattered myself, would have put the Magistrates of
the town upon their Guard; and their good offices and credit with the people |
hoped would have prevented extremities; especially since | knew that as last night
they must have had with them two Companies of his Majestie’s forces, who were
commanded to assist the Magistrates, and obey their orders, in suppressing any
tumults or Riots.

But as, contrary to those expectations, | now hear, that the Mobb was allowed
to execute their threatning, without being informed justly how that Mob became
insuperable, whether the proclamation against tumults was read to them, or
whether the assistance of the troops was required, | take it to be my Duty to
require of you an account of those matters.

What is to be wished, and what | hope will appear to be the case, is, that you,
Gentlemen, have in all respects done your duty; and in that belief, care is taken by
the General to order sufficient Detachments of foot and Dragoons to support the
Civil Magistracy in the execution of the Laws; and to convince the Rioters, of
whatever station or degree they may be, that they must not hope to insult the
Governm’ with impunity.

What | have at present to trouble you with is, that you would be pleased, with
all possible care and Diligence, to transmitt to me an account of what was



transacted in the Mob, its rise, and progress.

And, that with all convenient Diligence you would make the most exact
enquiry and search possible after all such persons as can be proved to have been
accessary to, or aftive in, the said Mob & tumult; & that so soon as you discover
any of them, you would be pleased to committ them to Gaol, and transmitt to me
an account of their Names & Designations, together with the particullars of their
accession to the Mob;

1 and the Witnesses names by whom such partlcullars can be proven; to the end
that they may be tryed by those Laws which they have insulted.

When you have secured such of the actors as can be discovered, proper care
will be taken to assist .you to keep them in safe Custody, if that shall be
necessary, and to transport them hither in order to their tryall.

| am heartily sorry, Gentlemen, that a subject of this kind should be the first
that occasions our correspondence; and that a town so noted as Glasgow for its
loyalty to his Majestie, and its adherence to those principles upon which the
present happy establishment is settled, should be the first, in the whole Kingdom,
that shakes off obedience to the Government, and that gives joy to the King’s
Enemies, by showing a spirit of Resistance and Opposition to the Laws.

| am, Gentlemen,
Your most humble Serv\
No. CX.
The Lord Advocate [probably to Mr. Scrope.]
Sir, Edinburgh, 26 June 1725.

IT may be for your convenience, that this Letter, which is like to draw to some
length, be wrote by a borrowed hand; because you will get much easier throw it,
than if it were of my writting.

In my last, which was of the 24”", but which will scarcely be with you soonner
than this one, | told you that the Maltsters in this Neighbourhood had given ready
access to Survey their Stock in hand; but that there was some cause to apprehend
the Glasgow People would not be so traceable; for which reason, two companies
of foot were sent to Glasgow, to be followed by some more forces with all
Expedition.

Nor were the suspicions of the mutinous disposition of the People of Glasgow
without foundation; for on the 23 (when the stock in hand ought to have been
surveyed), a parcell of loose disorderly people infested the Streets, which made it
unsafe for the officers to demand access, untill they could be supported; and the
same tumultuary Disposition continued the 24™ but without doing any Mischief
till towards the Evening, that the Mob got it in their heads, it was fit for them to
demolish Daniel Campbell’s house; on a suggestion, which you guess at the
Authors of, that he was one of the Advisers of the Malt Tax.

About the time that this Mob began thus to be turbulent, the two companies of



foot that had been sent from hence entered the Town: The Provost had sent them
Billets, and had prepared the Guard Room for them. But as they were drawn up
upon the Parade ready to enter it, the Mob got hold of the Keys of the Guard
Room, Locked the Doors, and ran away with the Keys; so that, without breaking
up the Doors, the Troops could not get in, who stood for some time in the Streets,
insulted and abused by the Mob.

The Remedy in this case was easy, to have broke upon the Doors; and the
Officer who commanded the Detachment proposed it to the Provost, from whom
he had directions to receive his orders; but the Provost pretended to be affraid that
such violence would irritate the Mob; and therefore advised the Officers to order
his Men into their quarters, as the only expedient that remained for their safety;
which the Officer readily agreed to, the Men having been very much wet &
fatigued with a long rainy march.

After the Troops were in their Quarters, the Mob became still more boisterous,
and directed their fury against Daniel Campbell’s House, which they gutted and
destroyed, stroyed, pulling down every thing that their power could reach to. His
Gardens they defaced, and broke down every thing except the Walls, which, it
seems, they had not leisure to demolish in form.

But, what is of worse consequence to poor Daniel than the loss of all his
furniture, the defacing his House and Gardens, the Carrying off his Wife’s
Jewells, and his own ready money & notes, they, as we are informed, got hold of
his Writtings, and have left him neither Bond, Bill, Book, nor Accompt. If this
should prove true, his sufferings must be very considerable.

About Eleven o’clock at Night, when the Mob was a Carrying on this Work,
the Officer who commanded the Detachment of the Forces sent to the Provost to
tell him, that he was at his service, and ready to obey his Commands, if He
thought fit to employ the Troops in quelling that Mob.” But the Provost returned
him in Answer, That the two Companies were too small a force for that service;
and it was therefore his opinion, that the Officer had nothing to do but to keep
within his Quarters.

It is true, indeed, this Provost went in amongst the Mob, begging and praying
of them that they would desist, tho’ in vain; but it is equally true, that he did not
attempt to read the Proclamation, or to make use of the assistance that the troops
might have afforded him.

The next morning, that is, the 25", after Daniel Campbell’s house was
Demolished, the Mob appeared less violent; tho’ still some disorderly persons,
who had got themselves Drunk over night in Mr. Campbell’s cellar, continued
running riotously up and down the Streets. However, the Provost, about ten a
Clock of the Day, adventured to break open the Guard Room Doors, and to give
admittance to the Troops; and he pretended further to act so far in his Duty, as to
seize some of the Rioters, and to Committ them to Gaol. But that Act of his
alarmed the Mob afresh, who got together in great numbers to Rescue the
Prisoners, and endeavour to insult the Troops who had possession of the Guard
Room.



To this end, a Woman, or a Man in Woman’s Clothing, got hold of a Drum,
beat it round all the Streets of the Town; and, having collected a great body of
Mob, marched straight to the guard, where they attacked the Troops with Stones
and Brick Bates so violently, that they had no choise left, but either to deliver up
their Arms, or to use them.

Upon this, the Officer who Commanded the two Companies ordered the Men to
fire; first powder only, in hopes of Terryfying the Rioters; but when that rather
added fresh violence to their foftner courage, he was obliged to fire sharp;
whereby several people were knocked down, and diverse more were wounded,
which had the effect to beat off the Mob.

This Accident, however, provoked them still the more; insomuch that they at
last rung the allarm Bell of the City, Broke up the Town’s Magazines, and
possessed themselves with fire Arms wherever they could find them; intending, as
they said, to attack the troops in form, and to destroy them.

Upon this, the Provost sent a Message to the Officer, telling him what was
threatened, and adviseing him, for his own Safety, and for the tranquility of the
Town, to leave it as soon as he could, and to march out of it, where he might be
safe.

The Officer, whose directions were to Receive Orders from the Provost,
immediately marched his Men out of Town, in his Way to Dunbarton Castle. But,
as he was followed for about Six Miles by the Mob, he was forced frequently to
wheel about, and fire, to make his retreat good; which at last he effectuated, and
arrived safe at Dunbarton last night.

This Demelle with the Troops begun about three a Clock in the Afternoon. In it
some of the Mob are said to have been kiHed, and many wounded. The numbers
of

M the the Slain are variously reported; some making them to amount to ten or
twelve, another to no more than five or six. Two of the Soldiers, who could not
keep pace with the Detachment, fell into the Rioters hands; and one of these is
said to have been so inhumanely used, that his life is despaired of.

This is, Sir, the best account | can give you of that transaction; a consequence
whereof it probably will be, that the People in the Neighbourhood will refuse to
pay the Tax until the punishment of these who have already offended shall
convince them, that the course is imprudent; for the Commissioners of Excise
have Advice from their Officers at Hamilton, Paisley, Ayr, &c. that they have
been refused access, and Maletreated; and that the people of these places give out,
that they will follow the Example of Glasgow, and not that of Edinburgh.

For this Reason it is, that it is thought necessary, that before the Officers be
exposed to fresh insults in those places, or the people be directly involved in
Crimes, a Sufficient force should be brought together, to support the execution of
the Law at Glasgow, and to bring the Actors in this Riot to Condign Punishment.

As General Wade happens to be still here, he acted with great Judgment &
vigilance in this matter. He has ordered Colonel Campbell’s and My Lord Stair’s



Regiments of Dragoons to be furthwith taken up from Grass, and to march to the
proper places in the Neighbourhood of Glasgow. He has ordered five Companies
of Colonel Clayton’s to march hither from Berwick; which, with so many
Companies as can be spared from hence of my Lord Delorain’s Regiment, will
form a sufficient body to strick terror into the Mutineers in the West, and to
support the Civil Magistrate in taking up the Offenders; and at the same time”he
has ordered some of the Troops inmtended for the northern expedition, to halt
where they are till further Orders, that they may be at hand in case there is any
occasion for them.

So soon as the Troops intended for Glasgow are got together, which | believe
may be in Six or Seven Days, proper directions shall be given for taking up so
many of the Rioters as can be come at; and m the mean time, the necessary
informations and evidences shall be preparing, that their Tryall may be speedy;
and so soon as we have got hold of as many of the Offenders as we can come at,
their Characters and the particular circumstances of their Guilt shall be made
known to you, for your directions how to proceed.

By the Circumstances which, in this Naration, | have marked concerning the
Provost, you will easily perceive, that his conduct seems to hwe as much the Air
of Guilt as any one’s who is not directly active can have; and yet | am told, even
by Daniel Campbell himself, that he suspects him of no Guilt, but only of plain
stupidity; however, Sir, should even that appear to be the case, | submit it to you
whether his conduct is not such as deserves a very smart reproof. Upon an
information of Malversation in respect of his Office, and accession tp the Riot, he
may be taken up and Committed; that single Act would certainly strick terrour in
all the Neighbouring Magistrates, who may have a Disposition to be remiss in
their Duty; and tho’ his Malversation should appear at last to be more the effect of
Folly than of Design, I cannot help thinking that he deserves to meet with a little
Severity, if that Severity may be usefull to the publick.

If it shall be your Opinion, that | should give Directions for Committing this
Man, alongst with the other Rioters, your Orders in answer to this will come time
enough, and I shall obey tfyem. I am,

Sir,

- Most faithfully Yours, &c. This goes by a Hying paquet that General Wade
dispatches to the Duke of Newcastle.

No. CXI. No. CXI.
M" Scrope to the Lord Advocate. My Lord, July ye i 1725.

YOURS of ye 26" ult. came to my hands yesterday morning; upon receipt
whereof (S" Ro Walpole being out of Town) | imediately waited on y® Duke of
Newcastle, who was pleased to shew me the letter he had from M" Wade, and he
thought what you write was of ye consequence, that it was necessary to sumon ye,
Lords of y’ Regency; w** could not be done till this morning, because my Lord
Chancellor was engaged. By this conveyance you will have their sentime”, and
directions to you and Mr. Wade to carry on things w™ y® utmost vigour; w®" 1|



hope will put a stop to any insolence of the like nature in other places. For ptilars |
refer you to Mr. Delafay.— The Duke desired to have your Letter to lay before
the Regency, and intends to send a Copy of it to Hanover, w” | easily parted w’"
because it was writ w’" great judgm’ & prudence.

. #**«.#.*..*.*.*.***

| am very sorry to hear of Mr. Campbel’s Misfortune. Y® Duke of Newcastle
promised to write to him, and to assure him y’ he should not be a sufferer by it. |
can’t think y’ Provost behaved as he ought. Y® forces might at least have protected
Mr. Campbel’s house; and had they been sent thither at first, ‘tis probable ther had
been no occasion for their retreating to Dunbarton.

| have only time to add, y’ | am very faithfully,
My Lord, -
Yo' Lordships most Obedient humble Serv’,

J. Sfjcrope.]
No. CXILI.

M' Delafaye to the Lord Advocate and Sollicitor of Scotland.
My Lord, and Sir, Whitehall, July i* 1725.

THE Lords Justices having received Information by several Letters, which
were this Day laid before them, particularly two from yourselves to Mr. Scroop,
of the Tumult which happened at Glascow upon the occasion of the
Commencement of the Malt Duty in Scotland, which Riot was accompanied with
the highest instances of insolence, Cruelty, Rapine and Violence, and too much
countenanced and encouraged by the connivance or at least (if it can possibly bear
so favourable a construction) by the neglect and the want of Resolution, Vigour,
and Activity, of the Chief Magistrate, and by the willfull absence of the rest, at a
time when the Seditious and tumultuous disposition of the inhabitants did more
particularly call upon them to attend the Duty of their Offices; Their Excellencys
judging it of the highest importance to the Service of His Maj’?, the honour of his
Administration, the Peace of his Kingdom, and the Safety of his Subjects, that so
audacious an attempt, in defiance of all Laws and Government, should not remain
unpunished, have commanded me to signify to you their directions, that you
employ your utmost care and endeavours in bringing the Offenders to Justice, and
in causing such of them to be seized as you shall judge convenient, against whom
you can have any evidence; particularly the principal Actors in that Riot; those
that were guilty of murder, and those concerned in demolishing of M" Campbell’s
House.

M 2 Tho*

Tho’ the Guilt of the Rioters might, by the construction of Law, amount to
High Treason, yet their Ex®J”, desiring that the proceedings against them may be
speedy and eifectual, have not thought fit to order their being prosecuted for that
crime; but direct that you proceed against them, according to their respective
Cases, under these three Heads, of Murder; of Felony,upon the Statute i Georgii,



in demolishing br beginning to demolish, M" Campbell’s House; and of Riot; that
you go upon the Tryals of such, against whom the evidence is plainest; and that
the said tryals may be carried on with till possible expedition at Edenburgh,
according to the Laws in force in Scotland.

Their Excellencys would have you also enquire into the behaviour of the
Magistrates; and particularly consider the case of the Provost of Glascow’s
omitting, upon the abovementioned Riot, to read the proclamation appointed by
the aforesaid Act, to be made in the like occasions; and proceed against Him by
securing, examining, and Committing him, according to Law.

Their Ex*> observing that Mr. Campbell, by a Clause in the said Act, is
entitled to a Remedy against the town of Glascow for the damage he has suffered,
would have you suggest to him the making use of the advantage which that Law
gives him.

Their Ex’* do also direct, that, as you take Informations against the Crimirials,
and their Examinations, you do from time to time send me Copies thereof, to be
laid before their Ex***; and | take it for granted, you do not want any directions
to let me have such an account of your proceedings as you shall think fit, to be
laid before them. | am also persuaded, that you will not fail to inform their
Excellencys of any Discoverys that you shall be able to make of the springs of
these disorders, and of the persons by whom they have been fomented and
abetted. | am sure it were unnecessary for me to add any thing to excite your Zeal
and diligence in so necessary and so important a Service; | shall, therefore,
conclude with my hearty wishes for your good success in it; and the assurances of
my being, with great truth and respect,

My Lord, and Sir,
Your most humble and obedient Servant,
Ch: DELAFAYE.

No. CXIIL . ,
The Lord Advocate to M'Delafaye, dated Edin", 8" July 1725.

Sir,

| RECEIVED, by the Meffenger who will deliver you this, yours of the first
instant, signifying to me the commands, of their Excellencies the Lords Justices,
concerning the Tumults at Glafgow; and to the end their Orders may be the more
effectually executed, | am resolved to go forthwith to Glasgow, and to do what in

me lyes for discovering thorrowly, and bringing speedily to punishment, the
Offenders.

As that Town is generally pretty much involved in the Guilt, it will be attended
with some Difficulty to make the proper Detection of the secret Advisers and
promoters of those outrages; however, | have already taken all the previous care |
could of that matter. I have sent before, secretly, two young fellows from hence,
who are acquainted pretty well with the towns-people; and who, under pretence of
other Business, are to pick up all the private information they can, to the end that |



may follow it out, when I go thither, with a regular Enquiry.

By what | can at this distance learn, | conceive there will be evidence enough of
the conduct of the Chief Magistrates who were in the Town, to subject them at
least to a just prosecution for gross Malversation in their Offices; the consequence
whereof, by

the the Law of Scotland, is Deprivation & Uncapacity; but whether there can be
any evidence found of their actuall accession to the Riots, by adviseing or
fomenting, is what I cannot answer till | have gone on with the Examination.

| Believe we shall have plenty of Evidence against the persons who acted
ouvertly inthe Mob; but as the Magistrates have hitherto thought fit to committ
none of them, on pretence that they durst not take upon them to act, for fear of the
Mob, before the Arrival of the Troops, | am affraid that the appearance of the
Troops will determine the greatest part of those, who know that they can be
proved guilty, to get out of the way; but all endeavours possible shall be used to
search for & to committ them.

Tho’ the Rebellious Disposition in Glasgow Looked ill at the Beginning, and
proved a great encouragement to other places in the Neighbourhood to stand out
against payment of the Malt Duty, | am very hopefull that the punishment of the
Offenders there, and the just resentment that the Lords Justices have been pleased
to express on that. occasion, will humble those who took originally their Example
from the insolence of Glasgow, and pave the way for the peacible Collection of
‘the Malt Duty over the whole Nation.

As the Refusall of Entry to the Malt Officers, generally, was the effect of a
false Report, industriously Disseminated throw almost Every Royall Burgh of the
Nation, by Emissaries employed for that purpose, that the whole Royall
Burroughs of Scotland had come to a Resolution not to pay the Malt Tax; | have
given the best directions I could think of, for coming at a Discovery of the persons
imployed in carrying on such a confederacy against the Government and the
Laws, to the end they may be prosecuted as their offence Deserves.

And as the Annuall Convention of the Royall Burrows of Scotland, which
consists of a Commissioner from each Burrow, is now assembled at Edin’, We
thought it might be of some Service to knock down the spirit of Opposition raised
upon such a false suggestion, if the general Convention could be brought to testify
their abhorrence of such Sentiment, by a formall Resolution to be circullated
throw all the Burrows of the Kingdom.

And, accordingly, We moved and Carryed by a vast Majority the Resolution, a
Copy whereof is inclosed *; which, | hope, will dispose the people generally to a
due Submission. When | talk of a great Majority, | must explain it, that there were
but four Negative votes; and even these did not pretend to Dissent from the
Resolution; but, whatever their Secret Sentiment might have been, contented
themselves with arguing for a delay; and gave their negative, as they said, because
that delay was not indulged them.

| have conversed with Mr. Daniel Campbell on the Subject of Claiming



Satisfaction for his Damage from the town of Glasgow, on the foot of the Act, the
first of the King, for preventing Riots; and | find him disposed to do in that
respect whatever the Lords Justices incline he should do.

M" Solicitor General was willing to have gone to Glasgow, to assist at the
enquiries and examinations that are to be carryed on there. But as | thought that
his presence here might be of service to assist the Commissioners of Excise, & the
Magistrates of this City, with his Advice, in case of any suddain emergent, | have
perswaded him to remain in this place, and have given him a deputation to act for
me in my absence, pursuant to the powers contained in my Commission.

* This does not appear «<mong the Papers.
I shall



| shall from time to time take the liberty of writting to you, when any thing
happens worth the notice of the Lords Justices; and shall not omitt to transmit! to
you, to be Laid before their Excellencies, exact Copies of all the proceedings that
shall be had at Glasgow.

This moment | am setting out with the General for that place: he shows a great
deal of spirit and vigilance on this occasion.

lam, S',

Yours.

No. CXIV.

M' Delafaye to the Lord Advocate.
My Lord, Whitehall, July 13™, 1725.

| AM honoured with your Lordship’s Letter of the 8 ™ Instant, which 1 laid
before the Lords Justices; and | have their Ex®y’®* Command to signify to you their
entire approbation of what you had done, and proposed to do, in compliance with
their Directions, for detecting and bringing to justice the Persons concerned in the
late Tumults at Glasgow; and the dextrous manner in which you have set about
getting the best information of that unfortunate Transaction, and of the wicked
advisers and promoters of it.

Nothing could be more prudent and seasonable than the Resolution and
Declaration you procured from the Convention of the Royal Burroughs; and their
Excell”?” thought that your care and pains in this matter deserved their particular
thanks; which I accordingly return you.

Their Excell™* are extremely satisfied with M" Solicitor General’s Zeal for the
King’s Service; and desire you will assure him of the sense they have of it.

| am, with great truth and respect,
My Lord,

Your Lords’” most obedient humble Servant,
CH. DELAFAYE.
No. CXV.

An ACCOUNT of the Conduct of the several Magistrates of Glasgow, touching
the late Riots there; from whence those Acts of Malversation in Office are
deduced, for which they are Committed, and may be Tryed.

[Evidently in the hand-writing of the Lord Advocate.]

THE Magistrates of Glasgow who were Committed are Six in number; The
Provost, three Baillies, the Dean of Guild, and the Deacon Convener.

The Guilt of the Provost, in not putting the troops in possession of the Main
Guard, which would have prevented the misfortune of jhat night; and in not
allowing the troops any other place, where they might be together; m Ordering
them to separate quarters; in not reading the Proclamation which, by the Law, He



is commanded to endeavour at least to Read; and in refusing the Assistance of the
troops at last when offered, is too palpable to stand in need of any Observation:
tho’ at the same time, from the Character of the Man, it is very possible, that the
fear with which He may bave been possessed by other People, who had the
destruction of Mr. Campbell’s House in their Eye, and who were alfraid to be
disappointed of their design by the Arrival of the Troops, might have been the
immediate Cause of his Action: However, ‘as that cannot prove a legall
justification to Him, it makes it necessary to sift the Conduct of his Collegues in
the Magistracy the more carefully.

Of his Collegues, Baillie Stirline, and Baillie Johnston, were, as is believed,
industriously out of Town, at and for some time before the Riots: So that no
Magistrate remained with the Provost, except Baillie Mitchell, the Dean of Guild,
and Deacon Convener.

This Baillie Mitchell is by trade a Maltster, and is the present trades Baillie,
upon whom the care of the Tradesmen and Artificers by which those tumults were
chiefly carried on depends. He, on the first appearance of the mobish assemblies,
on Thursday forenoon, the Day on which the Troops entered the Town, and on
which M" Campbell’s House was attacked, deserted his Duty, and left the Provost
without giving any account of Himself; nor did he appear in the Streets all that
Day, the night following, or the next morning till about 9 ©’Clock, that he took a
Boat privately, and went away to Port Glasgow. Thus He left the Town, after
seeing the destruction of M" Campbell’s house, and knowing what danger the
Town was in from a Mob, without afking leave from the Chief Magistrate, &
without offering his advice or assistance for taking proper measures towards the
preservation of the peace.

This, it is humbly conceived, is a gross Malversation in Office.

The Dean of Guild was likewise in the town with the Provost, and was witness
to the Riotous Assemblies on Thursday’s forenoon; but about the time that the
Troops entred the Town he withdrew Himself from his duty, and from the
Provost’s assistance, and continued absent till the troops were sent to seperate
quarters: it is true, indeed, he afterwards returned to the Provost, and went alongst
with him to intreat the Mob to dissipate; but it is equally true, that He did not
attempt to Read the Proclamation, which duty led him to endeavour to Read.

This Dean of Guild was also the person who the next morning, in a meeting of
the Merchants who were deliberating upon a proposition for calling together
aBurgess guard, insisted on it, and carried it, that such Guard should not mount
with swords; but with staves only; from whence his disposition towards the
Rioters may naturally be gathered.

The Deacon Convener, whose business it is to Assemble and Convene, and to
preside over the trades, was witness to the tumultuous assemblies on Thursday’s
forenoon, and stayed with the Provost till the troops came into town, and the mob
was gathered about the Guard Room; but then He withdrew himself from his
Duty, and from attendance upon the Provost, and did not appear again on that
night.



And on the Friday’s night following, and the Saturday’s morning, tho’ he had a
guard mounted, with which he pretended to preserve the peace of the town, he did
not offer in the least, or attempt, to disturbe the Rioters who were busie all
Friday’s night & Saturday’s morning in demolishing M" Campbell’s House.

As to Baillie Stirline & Baillie Johnston, who were’absent, tho’ no Ouvert Act
can appear from which their encouraging. or fomenting the Riots can be gathered,
yet on the 30th of June, in place of taking an examination, by which the Rioters
might be discovered, seized, and punished, they thought fit to take a partiall
examination concerning the supposed abuses Committed by the Commander of
the Troops; and the pretended unjustice which, it was said, the people met with;
and, out of such examinations, to draw out a false and partial account of the fact,
which they signed & transmitted to Edinburgh, in order to be printed; and this
they did when at the same time they neglected to return any answer at all to a
Letter which the Magistrates received from his Majesty’s Advocate, requiring
from them a particular account of

those those transactions; and desireing them to search for, Seize, and Committ
such Offenders, when they should discover them.

A Circumstance that aggravates the Guilt of the whole Magistrates is, that, tho’
they received the afforsaid Letter, dated the 25th of June, requiring them to Act as
above; yet they never returned any answer, nor made the least step towards
Discovering or Seizing any of the Rioters. But, on the Contrary, suffered the most
nottorious of them to stay openly in town till about the 9" of July, that His
Majestie’s Troops approached Glasgow; and even then, permitted those riotters to
Escape.

Another general Circumstance against all the Magistrates is, that tho’ His
Majestie’s Advocat required the Dean of Guild, and one Baillie Ramsay, a late
Magistrate, whom he met at Edin, to acquaint all the other Magistrates of
Glasgow, that if, as they pretended, they durst not, because of the Mob, Seize any
of the Rioters before the Troops came up, it would be taken as acceptable service
to the publick, if they would employ their interest and industry secretly to get
informations against the chief rioters, and to make up lists of their names, to the
end the Advocate might Committ them when he arrived. And tho’ this message
was delivered to the Magistrates, and they pretended to the Advocate on the 9™
July, when He came to Glasgow, that they had obeyed his instructions, and
prepared Lists as he directed; yet on thel0" of July, when, pursuant to their
promise, they came to deliver to Him Lists such as he expected, the only paper
which the Provost, in the presence of the Magistrates, put in his hand, was a List
of seven persons, said to be rioters, whereof 4 were women, & 3 only men; & of
the three men, one was a tinker, whose residence was not described in the List;
another was not an inhabitant of Glasgow; and the 3° was a mean labourer, who
resided somewhere in the suburbs of the Town, but had fled. Neither did they
tender any other information or list of offenders to the Advocate, at that or any
other time.

If this last particullar is not of itself a Malversation such as merites Deprivation,



it at least will show what construction is to be put upon the Magistrates other
actings, above taken notice of.

No. CXVI.
Lord Caithness to the Lord Advocate.
My Lord, Murkle, July 14™ 1725,

| WRIT to my Brother by the last Post, desiring him to tell you that | am very
willing to accepte of the Lieutennency of this Shire; and had written to you, were
it not for a little disorder | had in my eyes. Since the Duke of Argile thinks it
proper that | shud accepte of something from the Government, | wil not refuse it,
be it never so little, or in whatever shape or form it be, since he does me the
honour to procure it for me. | never was prompted by necessity or avirice to dunn
and importune for favours of this kind; and there is less reason whey | shud doe so
now then ever; for by observing Major Pack’s prescription, of suiting my dyet to
my pay, | have made myself very easie. Nevertheless | believe | were to blame if |
refus’d them when offr’d in a suitable manner. My Lord, the offers that are made
my Brother are, | belive, in a great measure owing to your good ofices; though |
know the Duke of Argile to be the readiest man in the world to doe good to all
that are not unworthy of it. Yet it being my misfortune to be so little known to
him, 1 could hardly expecte to be remembr’d by him, otherwise than as falling
under the general consideration on

account account of some new schem for electing the sixteen peers. If you aprove
my sentiment, be pleas’d to let the Duke know it; if not, favour me with your
advice as soon as you can. Though I wil not be importunat, I doe not like to seem
shy. 1 wish you good health, and all manner of prosperity, and am with great
esteem,

My Lord,
Your Lo. most humble
and most obedient servant,
CAITHNESS.
No. CXVII.
Petition from the Magistrates of Glasgow.,
To the Right Honourable the Lords Justice Generall, Justice Clk, and Comm” of
Justiciary.

The Petition of Charles Miller, Provost of Glasgow; John Stirling, James
Johnstoun, James Mitchell, Baillies; John Slark, Dean of Gild; John Armour,
Deacon Conveener there;

Humbly Sheweth,

THAT upon Friday the 16 Curr™ your petitioners were committed prisoners to
the Tolbooth of Glasgow, upon warrants from the Right Hon® M" Duncan Forbes,
His Majestie’s Advocat, and one of the Justices of the Peace for the Shyre of



Lanerk; of which warrants, conceived indeed in a very new Stile, coppies are
herewith given in.

Your Petitioners hope in due time to Satisfie your Lops and ev’ry impartial
person, how litle ground or foundation there is for charging them with those
things they are accused of in the Warrants; but att present they know it is
improper to enter upon their justification. The proceeding is very New and
extraordinary, even for His Majestie’s Advocat to committ to Prison the whole
Magistrates of a Burgh; much more extraordinary is it, that such a thing should be
done by a Justice of Peace of 1.anerk; and that by this means so considerable a
burgh, not only known to have demonstrated their affection to the Government on
all occasions, but to have distinguished themselves that way, should be left
without a Civil Government in the hands of a military power.

However, Since such proceedings are had, it is some advantage to your
Petitioners that they are under the protection of the Law, and may have releiff
from your Lops justice; and what we humbly apply for at present is, a Warrant
from your Lops for setting us att Liberty, either without Baill or upon Baill, as
your Lops shall think just.

. And, in the first place, wee submitt it to your Lops If the Right Honourable M'
Duncan Forbes, as His Majestie’s Advocat, hath a power to committ us. If he
have not, his warrant, as given under that Character, is Void, and wee fall to be
dismissed without Baill.

2%, Wee Submitt it to your Lops if a Justice of Peace of Lanerk hath power to
committ the Magistrates of Glasgow for a pretended Malversation in their Offices.
Wee don’t doubt but a Justice of Peace may committ any Man whatsoever
catched in an actuall breach of the peace; but that is not the case: it’s plain, by the
warrant, the pretended crime arrises from a defect, as is said, in the Right
Execution of our Offices; and indeed the committing of the whole Magistrates
makes it more plain; and wee know no power any Justices of Peace have to
committ Magistrates, on pretence of negligence or Malversation. It is needless to
mention how high that might go: a Justice of Peace may easily mistake a
Malversation in Office; perhaps some Justices might think this warrant not
intirely regular; and it is yet more extraordinary for a Man, as Justice of Peace of
Lanerk, to give Orders to deliver over the Bodies of his

N Majestie’s Majestie’s subjects to the Military, not under the Care of any
Constable, Mess’, or Peace Officer, to be carried through another Shire, with a
direction to the Magistrates and Keepers of the Tolbooth of Edin” (over whom a
Lanerk Justice hath no Jurisdiction) to receive them into Prisén.

But, in the next place, as this Warrant is granted without sufficient.powers, wee
apprehend it is directly in the teeth of Law, and contrary to the Liberty of the
subject. Wee have already taken notice of that part of it ordering us to be
Delivered over to the Military, without being under the Custody of any civil
officer; but what we are furder to notice is, the congruity of this Warrant with the
Act for preventing wrongeous imprisonment. That Law, in all cases of
Committment, requires a Warrant in write, expressing the particular cause of the



committment. Wee can find no particular cause in this Warrant. “Wee have by bur
conduct favoured and encouraged the Mobbs, Tumults,” &c. This wee take to be
far from a particular cause; favouring and encouraging are not tennes used in law;
at least, not in any law against Tumults. It will require an explication, to make
favouring & encouraging a crime.; for it is plain, in some sense, persons might
favour and encourage, & yet be guilty of no Crime. A mobb might be encouraged
by a Magistrate’s running away for fear; but that could fix no crime. If, then, the
Words of the Warrant don’t necessarly set furth a crime, the Committment is ag’
Law; and as to the pretence of Malversation in our Offices, that is more
uninteligible: it is neither a particular cause, nor is it a thing for which a
Magistrate can be committed before triall taken.

Wee do likewise apprehend, that every thing which may be a subject of
accusation is not a ground of Commitment; and wee do submitt it to your Lops if
there be any thing expressed in this Warrant, for which your Lops, or any Judge
whatsoever, would have granted ane order of Commitment before triall. If this be
encouraged, the Act of Parliament is useless, and here is an end of the liberty of
the subject.

For these reasons, wee humbly conceive the Warrand is Void and Ag’ Law;
but, rather than take up time with a dispute on that head, wee offer instantly to
find Baill, which we did likewise offer to his Majestie’s Advocat; and wee hope
there is no manner of doubt, that the pretended Crimes in this Warrant are
Bailable.

May it therefore please your Lops to order us to be sett att Liberty, wee finding
baill according asmyour Lops shall please to order; and to direct your Lops order
to any Person in whose Custody wee may be found, whether Keeper of a
Tolbooth or Military Officer; for, indeed, after such Warrants, wee must be
uncertain in whose keeping we may be found, according to Juftice. Sic. Subt’

JAMES GRAHAM. Edin” 17" July 1725. RO. DUNDAS.

The Lord Justice Clk and Comni” of Justiciary ordain this Petition to be seen
and Ansred by his Matie’s Advocat or Solicitor ag” Munday next, att ten of the
Clock forenoon.

No. CXVIII. .

Address from the Magistrates, &c. of Glasgow, respecting the Riots on the
Malt Tax.

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty.

The Humble Address of the Magistrates & Common Council of the City of
Glasgow.

Most Gracious Soveraign,

WEE your Maj¥" most Loyal & Dutifull Subjects beg leave humbly to
represent to your Maj’Y the great sence We have of y* many Blessings your
Kingdoms do enjoy under your MajV mild & auspicious Government, and to
express our litter abhorrence 4t & detestation & detestation of those Riots &



Disorders that have lately happened in this your Maj’>” Loyal, tho’ in so far
unfortunate, City of Glasgow.

Wee are deeply sensible how highly Criminal such outrageous proceedings are,
how destructive to Society, and how unbecoming a Corporation that hath
endeavoured to distinguish itself by an exemplary affection & zealous adherence
to your Maj’¥> Government, and the interest of your royal & illustrious family.
But as those Disorders were begun & carried on by the lowest and most abject
sort of the populace, without the countenance or approbation of any persons of
note or consideration in the place; Wee humbly hope, from your Maj ' known
justice & great goodness, that neither the folly nor wickedness of such mean,
obscure, and for the most part unknown miscreants, will be charged to the account
of your Maj’>> most loyal City.

Wee your Maj’®>” most faithfull & well meaning Citizens have, with no small

concern and astonishment, seen our Magistrates committed to the Gaol of that
Town, with the governm’ of w®" they are intrusted, without being allowed the
benefit of finding bail, and carried in an extraordinary way prisoners through a
considerable part of the Country, and then thrown in the nauceous common prison
of Edinburgh, as favourers & incouragers of tumults which they utterly detest. But
while we are conscious & perswaded of their innocence, we presume to approach
your Maj’¥> Royal Throne with humble confidence of your Maj’*> most gracious
protection and countenance; and to lay before your Maj” the true and faithfull
account hereunto annexed of the several Circumstances of these unhappy
disorders.

And although we cannot take upon us to justify their behaviour from errors in
point of judgment, into which they may readily have fallen, when under the
concern & anxiety that naturally arose from so unexpected an emergent; yet with
regard to the sincerity of their & our intentions, & candor of our endeav” to settle
and maintain the peace of the Town intrusted to our management, We do most
huinbly submit our Conduct, and that of our Magistrates, -to your Maj’”’ great
wisdom.

That your Maj” may enjoye a long, glorious, & quiet reign over a dutifull,
submissive, & contented people, is the earnest prayer of,

May it please your Maj®’,

Your Maj’¥> most faithfull, most loyal, & most dutyfull Subje&s, The
Magistrates & Comon Council of the City <e of Glasgow.

Signed, by order, in presence and name of the Council, by Glasgow, 31 July
1725. CH. MILLER, Provost.

No. CXIX.

A true and faithfull Account of the proceedings touching the Riots and” Tumults
which have lately happened in the City of Glasgow.

Upon the 237 and 24" of June last, the day before and the day on which the
Malt tax commenced in Scotland for the service of the year 1725, there was an



appearance in the streets of some disorderly persons, consisting chiefly of women
& boys, who were soon dispersed by the Provost and other inhabitants.

Upon the 247, in the evening, two Companys of His Maj’™ forces came to
Town under the Command of Cap’ Bushell, which drew a concourse of people
into the streets; but that, being usual on such occasions, gave the Magistrates no
apprehensions of any Riot, until the Provost, who is Chief Magistrate, had notice
brought, that the

X 2 persons /

persons he had ordered to prepare and fitt up the Guardroom for the reception of
the Forces were dispossessed by a Mob, the doors of the Guardroom locked, and
the Keys carried off. The Provost thereupon sent the Town Officers to break open
the doors of the Guardroom; but they being bruised and beat off, he went in
Person from the Townhouse towards the Guardroom, to have the same made
open; and in his way was informed, that the mob was much increased and
threatned to pull him in pieces if he came there on that errand; and was thereupon
advised by several of the most respecTfull Burgesses, that it might tend to quiet
the disorders, should the Soldiers be sent to quarters for that night upon billets,
and the common Town Guard advertised to attend as usual. Of this the
Commanding Officer being acquainted, he agreed thereto; by reason, his men
being fatigued and few, and saying that he expected to be reinforced next day
with two other Companys: upon which the Town Guard was advertised to meet at
the ordinary time, “which is betwixt ten and eleven at night.

The Provost, with M" Campbell of BlythswoQd, the only other Justice of Peace
then in the place, with several of the Burgesses of best account, continued in the
Townhouse till towards nine a Clock at Night; and then, there being no
appearance of the least disorder, they went together to a tavern hard by: a little
after ten at night, account was brought to the Provost, that the Mob had again got
together, and were making an attempt upon M" Campbell of Shawfield’s House,
situate in one of the extremitys of the Town; whereupon the Provost and the
Gentlemen with him went immediately to M” Campbell’s House, and by entreatys
and threats did prevail with them to retire; having then done little other damage
than breaking some of the windows; and at that time, when there was good hopes
of their dispersing, great numbers of disorderly and riotous people advanced from
several quarters toward the House, insulted the Provost, beat down the Town
Officers, and threatned the Provost and the Burgesses with him; on some of whom
they laid violent hands; so that they, seeing it was impracticable to stay the
torrent, were obliged to make their excape; which they did with great difficulty,
having been pursued by several desperate fellows armed with Clubs.

After which, being then near twelve at night, while the Provost was consulting
with some of the Burgesses about calling the Military together, a Serjeant came to
the Provost from the Commanding Officer, offering, if there was occasion, the
assistance of the Military; to which the Provost answered, he was most willing,
provided they could be got together; adding, he was only afraid they would now
be in bed, and would be disarmed and knocked on the head before they could be



brought to meet together (the Mob being then in full possession of the House, and
very numerous and outrageous). To which the Serjeant answered, that was the
case, for the Men would be in bed. The next day, being the 25”¢, for preventing
further confusions, the Provost desired the Commanding Officer, that he might
have his Men ready to take possession of the Guardhouse; and while they were
convening, the Provost, and a good many of the principal inhabitants, went to Mr.
Campbell’s House, caused secure and shut up the entrys and doors in the best
manner; and returning to the Guardhouse, where the Military were drawn up, gave
possession of it to the Officer, and two Companys under his Command.
Immediately after the King’s Troops were thus lodged, the Provost gave orders,
that twenty men of each of the ten Companys of Trainbands should convene at the
Townhouse at three a Clock in the Afternoon, in order to assist in suppressing any
tumults might happen. Betwixt two and three, a considerable number of riotous
persons, consisting chiefly of Women & boys, having got together near the
Townhouse, the Provost, with the assistance of sundry of the Inhabitants, caused
them soon to disperse and fly; but in a little time, as the Provost was afterwards
informed, a good many more appeared before the Guardhouse, and insulted the
Military by throwing of stones. It has not

hitherto



hitherto appeared, that any of the Troops. were disabled or hurt by this insult; nor
does it appear that the Officer or Soldiers under his Command were at this time in
any great danger; however, the Commanding Officer ordered them to fire; by
which first fire two men were killed, who had been no way concerned in the Riot,
and were then a good way distant from the Guardhouse; and thereafter continued
to fire by Platoons, towards the four principal Streets; tho’ in some of them there
was no mob, nor not so much as one single stone thrown. The Provost, upon
hearing the first fire, sent a Gentleman with a request to the Commanding Officer,
that he might fire no more; and to acquaint him, that a .sufficient number of
Townsmen should be sent to assist in quelling the Mob. The Cap promised not to
fire till the Gentleman should return; notwithstanding which the Soldiers did fire.
Upon the Gentleman’s return to the Provost, he found him environed by a more
formidable Mob than was at the Guard, and complaining highly of the injury done
the Town by firing sharp in the streets; wherby some of the inhabitants were
killed, and several wounded. The Provost did all he could to pacify them by
threats and smooth words; but all was of no avail; the multitude was so incensed
that they proceeded to break open the doors of the Townhouse, in order to ring the
alarm Bell, and to take from thence some old Arms and Halbards that were
therein lodged. The Provost hereby perceiving he should not be able to quell the
enraged Mob, who were increasing every minute, and who he presumed would
still be greater upon ringing the Alarm Bell, dispatched again immediately the
same Gentleman to the Officer with a message, that he believed it would tend to
the safety of the Officer and King’s Troops, and the quitting the present tumult,
for him and his men to retire out of the Town; the officer accordingly retired; and
tho’ there were no numbers pressing upon him, he continued firing upon the
Streets; whereby, in all, there were nine persons Kkilled, particularly one
Gentleman out of a Window two stories high, some in the sides, and others
crossing the Streets, going about their lawful affairs; and seventeen dangerously
wounded, whereof not above five or six at most, so far as can yet be known, was
in any way concerned in the Mob. Upon the Troops leaving the Town, some of
the Mob followed after; but came up only with two of the Soldiers, who through
immediate indisposition had fallen behind: these two being brought back to the
Town, one of them was dismissed; and the other, being hurt in the head, was
carried to the Town House to be taken care of, and in a few days, being fully
recovered, was likewise sent off. Glasgow, 31 July 1725.

Signed by Order, in presence and name of the Magistrates and Council of
Glasgow, by

CH. MILLER, Provost.
No. CXX.
M" Delafaye to the Lord Advocate. My Lord, Whitehall, Aug’24™, 1725.

| RECEIVED yesterday the honour of your Lops Letters of the 17" Instant.
That which is upon Business | will lay before the Lords Justices next Thursday;
and | am very glad that you are so clear, as | am sure you are very right in your
judgment of their Ex"™ intentions; whose approbation you need not in the least



question but you will have in the fullest manner upon every step you take.

| must in a particular manner beg leave to return my humble & hearty thanks
for your goodness to me, in your private Letter. You will find how dangerous it is
to make offers of service, by my taking you at your word, &, without more
ceremony,

begging begging you will favour me with an Account of the nature and business
of the Signet office in Scotland; which, by the removal of the Duke of Roxburghe,
falls to the two English Secretarys of State. | suppose it is by virtue of their
having the Seals; so that they will want no patent or commission for that purpose.
If 1 am mistaken in this point, I humbly pray your Lop will set me right; and that
you will also inform me» what sort of constitution the Secretarys of State should
give to those whom they shall think fit to entrust with the care of that Office; and,
if they should be persons residing here, what deputation they are to give to y*
person or persons that are to officiate for them at Edinburgh. I will not conceal
from your Lop that the two Secretarys of State having determined to appoint each
an under Secretary to be at the head of that Office, | shall come to be concerned in
it: so that your favouring me with these informations will be more particularly an
obligation to myself, who am with great truth & respect, r

My Lord,
Your Lops most humble

& most obedient Servant, | inclose a Letter from my Lord Duke of CH:
DELAFAYE.

Newcastle to Maj" Gen Wade; which his Grace desires you will forward to him
by an Express.

No. CXXI.
The Duke of Newcastle to the Lord Advocate.
My Lord, ~ Whitehall, Aug 24" 1725.

HIS Majesty, not intending for the future to have any particular Secretary of
State for Scotland, has been pleased to remove the Duke of Roxburghe from that
Employment; and ordered his other Secretarys of State to take care of the
department that his Grace had. As, in my Lord Townshend’s absence, that must
lye singly upon me; | must beg your Lop will be pleased to send me from time to
time such accounts as you shall judge to be for His Maj’>” Service. It is a very
great pleasure to me, that, in the execution of the King’s Commands, | shall have
the honour of your Lops Correspondence, and the happiness of your assistance;
which will be the more necessary to me, who must be unacquainted with the Laws
and methods of proceeding in your Country. | shall endeavour to supply those
defects as far as | am able, by my attention to His Majesty’s service; and to
recommend myself to the good opinion of the King’s faithfull subjects of
Scotland, by promoting, as far as in me lyes, their interest and welfare; and
pursuing those measures that may be for the honour & happiness of the United
Kingdom.



| am, my Lord,
Your Lord ” most obedient humble Servant,

HOLLES NEWCASTLE.

No. CXXII.

The Lord Advocate to Mr. Delafaye.
Sir,

| HAVE the honour of yours of the 24, which I cannot help looking on as a
favour; since it gives me an opportunity to show how willing | am at least to serve
you, and how pleas’d | am with any thing that may turn to your advantage.

As

As to the nature of the Office of His Majesty’s Signet in Scotland, it is pretty
much of the same kind that Keeper of the great or Privy Seal is; but with this
difference, that the common fees of the office are all the salary that generally is
annexed to it; which fees are more considerable than those of either of the other
Seals, because of the multiplicity of business that goes thro’ that office; all
process from the Court of Session passing under the Signet Seal. The proper
business of the Deputy or under Keeper, as he is called, is, by himself or his
servant, to affix the Seal to all Writings that pass the office; to keep the Records
of that office in good order; to colled; the dues of the Signet, and to account for
them to the principal Keeper; and, since the Union of the Crowns, to dispatch to
London, and receive from it, the Secretary’s Packet, commonly called the black
Box, in which all public dispatches, Warrants, &c. are contained.

As to the Constitution of the Office, the Signet does not properly belong to the
Secretary’s Office; tho’, for time past memory, it has been annexed to it; but then
it has been generally granted to the Secretary by a particular Commission under
the great Seal of Scotland; and for your more perfect understanding the nature of
such Commission, | transmit you a Copy from the Record of the last, which was
given to the Duke of Roxburgh.

The Principal Keeper, being so appointed, constitutes a Deputy or under keeper
by a Commission; a Copy whereof, I mean of the last given by the Duke of
Roxburgh, | have also inclosed to you. If you and any person in my Lord
Townsend’s office are to be appointed principal Keepers, you have but to joyn in
a deputation according to the form transmitted to”ou; but if the two Secretarys of
State are made principal Keepers, you’ll take care, in your Commission from
them, to have an ample power of deputation, and of appointing all inferior
Officers; that you may be able to choose fit persons for the service of the public,
and for doing yourselves justice.

The value of the Office, in whole, runs, as I have been inform’d, from between
A1500 to 17, or 1800~ pr Ann; and the usual fee to the under Keeper is 100 £
certain, and one tenth part of the profits of the office, he being accountable for the
remainder to the principal Keeper. As this under Keeper is the proper Officer
through whose hand all the Secretary’s dispatches pass, you doubtlessr will take



care to pitch on a fit person for that trust; as well as on another fit person for a
distinct office, called the Clerkship of the Signet, the fees whereof are a trifle, not
exceeding 60, or 70 £ a year; which does not come out of the Keeper of the
Signet’s profits, but arises from a perquisite called drink-money payable to that
officer.

If there is any thing defective in this account, I shall supply it as well as I can,
when you are pleas’d to put me any fresh question.

| thank yea for your goodness in sending me a Copy of the Magistrates of
Glasgow’s Papers. They begin to be insolent in hopes of impunity, which | cannot
well imagine how they have conceived; but their tryal, when | am allowed to go
on with it, will convince the world whether | have been in the wrong to them, as
they willingly would have you, it seems, believe | was.

| do not trouble you with any account of the cure lately wrought on our
Brewers here; who seem to have returned to their senses only because they saw
that we had force enough prepared to bind them had they continued mad; since |
know that Earl Hay has, by a more expeditious conveyance, given an account of
those matters to the Duke of Newcastle, who has laid them before the Lords
Justices; and | am very hopeful, that as the direction of the affairs of Scotland is
now in his Grace’s hands, the madness of the people, which was pretty much
encouraged by the countenance they met with from the friends of a certain great
man, will cool, and that things will speedily grow quiet. *

Since Earl Hay has wrote as | mention’d to you, it will be unnecessary for me
to trouble you with any publick Letter by this Post, tho’ | have received yours of
the 26th.

| am,’ Sir,
With great respect,
Your most obedient & most humble Ser’

Edinb’> 31 Aug’ 1725.
No. CXXIII.
M" Scrope to the Lord Advocate. My Lord, Sep: y® 2°, 1725.

THE News w* came yesterday by an Express from my Lord Hay, of your
having put an end to the confederacy of y® Brewers, gave great pleasure to every
body here; & S" R: W: told me this morning, y he would very soon write to you
himself, to return you thanks for y® part you have taken in y’, & ye zeal you have
shewn in this whole affaire. | can’t find. but justice is done you in all Letters he
hath received; & he is very sensible of every sort of difficulty you have to
encounter w’". He told me, there was a Letter for me by y® express, but it’s not yet
come to my hands; how y comes to pass | don’t know. I believe you will not have
a Secretary of State in haste.

| am, w”* pfect truth & esteem,
My Lord, ~
Yo' most ffaithfull humble Serv’



J.S.

No. CXXIV.

Sir Robert Walpole to the Lord Advocate.
Dear Sir, . London, Sept. 4™ 1725.

I HAVE not hitherto troubled you, since you left this place, because you gave
me leave to make use of Mr. Scrope’s correspondence w" you; both to inform
myself of what was transacting among you, and likewise, from time to time,
express the great satisfaction | had in y" vigilance and ability, in strugling w" y®
greatest difficulties * that a Man could possibly be engag’d in; but y°® great
prospect that their now is of successe in all y' endeavours calls upon me not only
to congratulate w>" you, but to return you my thanks for y* Zeal you have shown
for His Majesties Service, and y° indefatigable pains you have taken to extricate
y® Government out of the greatest difficulties; and it is hard to determine, whether
y" zeal, abilities, or resolution, is most to be comended. But | hope now you will
find y" work easier, and if y° alteration His Majesty has been pleased to make will
tend at all towards facilitating y" future proceedings, it will be an additional
satisfaction to me y’ | have been able to contribute to y" convenience in advising
what | thought absolutely necessary for His Majestie’s Service. You will go on,
S' to co-operate w" y* Justice Generall; & I doubt not but, by y" joint endeavours,
we shall soon see all those black clouds disipated that so lately threatned storms &
confusion,

| am very truly,
Dear S',
Y" most faithfull Humble Serv’,

R, WALPOLE.

% The Riots at Glasgow an accoust of the Malt Tox.

No.CXXV.
The Lord Advocate to M" Delafaye.
Sir, .

AFTER the interruption of correspondence occasioned by my expedition to th
Northern Parts of this Country, where by travelling | have improved my health
beyonc my own expectation, | return to my former practice of letting you hear
weekly from me; which | take to be my duty, because it was my Lord Duke of
Newcastle’s command.

e, CXXV.

Whilst | was in the North Country | made severall small progresses into the
Highlands; and what on my first arrival at Inverness | wrote to you concerning the
tranquility of those parts, | can now confirm from my own observation. In the
whole of my Journey | did not see one highlander carry the least bitt of Arms,
neither did | hear of any theft or robbery.

The last Year’s complaints and madness are very much stilled; and, from all
appearances, | imagine the King’s measures, pursued with common prudence,



will produce Duty and Obedience where his enemies endeavoured to sow jealousy
and disafection.

In my way | made some enquiry after the Popish Priests and their practices,
which with justice gives so much jealousy to our’Kirk. | look for perfect
information in a few days against Seven or 8 of the most troublesome of them.
My Lord Duke of Newcastle was pleased, before I left London, to say, that ane
Order should be sent to me to prosecute them at the Publick Charge. If this has
slipped his Grace’s Memory you will be so good as to put him in mind of it, and it
will come still in time enough.

Upon my arrivall here, | found every thing in the same quiet and tranquility as
when | left it. The convention of Royall Burrows is next week to meet, in order to
make their report to his Majesty in obedience to his late most gracious letter. |
hope they will act as becomes Men so much indebted to his Majesty’s goodness;
but as | presume the Earl of Hay, who is here, has acquainted the Ministers of any
thing that may have hapned in this part of the Country worthy their observation, |
shall not trouble you with any more on that subject.

| beg you will be so good as to make my most sincere compliments to his
Grace: he will easily pardon me for not troubling him with a letter, since | wrote
to you. If his Grace has any. Commands for me, he knows my readiness to obey.

. I am, Sir,-
Your most obedient and most humble Serv’.

Edinburgh, 29" October 1726.

No. CXXVI.

The Duke of Newcastle to the Lord Advocate.
My Lord, » Whitehall, Septem’ ¢.” 1725.

| HAD the honour of yo" Lord™ of the 31” of last month, and am very much
obliged to you for the assurance you give me of your assistance in the execution
of His Maj”” Command with relation to Scotland. | am very glad | can now
congratulate you upon the success with which your endeavours for His Maj”>”
Service have been attended, in the happy prospect that we have of seeing very
soon an entire end put to the disturbances that have of late appeared in so many
shapes. As we are all here very sen

o sible

sible of the part that yo" Lordp had acted throughout this whole proceeding, and of
the ability and courage, that you have shewn to procure the execution of the
Laws; yo' Lop may be assured, that | shall transmit a faithfull account to His Maj”¥
of your behaviour, which, I am sensible, you will think is the best Service | can do
you. The Lords Justices are of opinion, that the prosecution of the four Brewers,
who were committed, and were the principal Actors in the late combination,
should be carryed on; & leave it to Lord Hay and yo' Lop to direct in what
manner it may be most effectually done. | have at present nothing else in



command from the Lords Justices to your Lordp. | shall with pleasure receive
whatever accounts you shall be pleased to send me of what passes in your parts of
the Kingdom, and am with great truth,

My Lord,
Your Lops most obedient humble Servant,
HOLLES NEWCASTLE.

Note.—After a short confinement, Goyernment thought fit to release the
Magistrates of Glasgow without bringing them to trial.

No. CXXVII.
The Duke of Newcastle to the Lord Advocate.
My Lord, Whitehall, July i6" 1726.

| RECEIVED with the greatest pleasure the favour of your Lops Letter of the
7" instant, accompanying that in which the Lord Provost of Edinburgh inclosed
the answer of the convention of the Royall Burroughs to His Majesty; and I laid it
before the King; as also that which you wrote at the same time to Mr. Delafaye. |
can assure you, His Majesty was extremely satisfyed with the good effect which
the measure you suggested, of His Majesty’s writing to that assembly, has had
upon them; and that their Letter, and the turn of it, was very acceptable to His
Majesty. The King has Commanded me to acquaint you, that the share you have
had in contributeing to this good disposition in them is very acceptable to His
Majesty; and His Majesty doubts not but you will be able to cultivate and improve
it, to the honour and ease of the Government, and the quiet and welfare of the
Country. I return you many thanks for the frequent accounts you take the trouble
to send of what passes, and of the state of Affairs where you are, which the King
reads with great satisfaction; and | beg you will be persuaded of the perfect
sincerity and regard with which | am,

My Lord,
Your Lops most obedient humble Servant,
HOLLES NEWCASTLE.
No. CXXVIII,
Edin’ 1” December 1726.
The Lord Advocate to Achnagarn.
Dear James,

YOUR Letter, dated from Balnagown the 24 of November, | received, and
shall do what I can about it.

I am under some concern to find that our friend Sir John Gordon, of Enbo, is
like to be drawn into the scrape about the false certificates of Arms in Sutherland.
Some



99
very foolish circumstances appear about his own certificate for upwards of three

hundred pounds in the name of one Gordon, who is said to have been a Servant of
his; but what wakened the Commissioners attention was, the intelligence they
had, that he rode the first horse in bringing about the pretended examination
before some justices of the peace in Sutherland, where affidavits were taken,
contrary to former declarations. | wish Sir John had not meddled in that matter,
because it has quickened the attention of the Commissioners, and may put them
upon Enquiries that may be attended at least with trouble to him. They were
advised to send for Sir John in custody, as they have done for others; but, upon
my intercession, they have forborn to apply for any warrant of that nature at this
time. 1 do not think it proper for me, in my present situation, to write to Sir John;
but as | know you are his Friend, | beg you may as speedily as possible meet with
him, and let him know what | now tell you, that he may deliberate well, and
resolve what is fit for him to do. | have a strong inclination to believe Sir John is
innocent; and if he is, I should think it well worth his while to take a trip this far
to clear it, and to show the Commissioners that their treating him in a different
manner from other People has a proper return. You will not faill to discourse with
Sir John on this subject as soon as possible; and when you have done so, let me
hear from you.

I am Yours, &c.
No. CXXIX.
To the Lord Advocate from .
My Lord, Edr: 14 Janr: 1726-7.

IN the hurry of important publick business, it were folly for private people to
expect, that their little concerns should be much minded: therefor | write this only,
that when occasion offers (W' may be sooner than is thought of) you may the
better remember some things we talked of before you took journey; and | wish
you may read it presently: it will not rob you of much time.

You know how uneasy it is to me. that my nephew L% Erskine waited not on
Mr. Scrope, as | often wrote to him of it: he wrote to me again and again, that he
wished to do it; and since he came to Scotland has frequently regreated that it was
not done. In a few weeks he returns to London, & then will intreat you to
introduce him to Mr. Scrope; and in the mean time, begs you to assure him of his
humble respects; and | pray you do me the same favour. | hope it will not be
thought unseasonable, but dutifull, when we are threatned with disturbance from
the enemys of our King & Country, to mention my L Erskine’s firm resolution to
adhere inviolably to the present Government, and never to have any concern with
the Pretender. He is just now with me, reading what | write about him, and I write
it at his own desire; and he intreats you to do him the honor, in his name, to assure
S" Robert Walpole, and any other of the Ministry, that this is his sincere & fix’d
resolution; and that he desires not to make his fortune any where but in our King’s
Interest and Service.



| have done all | could to discover whether he be sincere in this; and | do
believe that he is sincere. If he should prove otherwise, it would be a double
affliction to me; first to see him in so bad a way, and next that he had dealt so
disingenuously and falsely with me. But | do not think he cheats me: | am cheated
if a friend of his, nearer to him than | am, do not now fully acquiesce in his
serving our King faithfully, & having nothing at all to do’ with the Pretender. It is
my misfortune, that some of my relations have been in the Pretender’s interest;
but it is my duty to endeavour that they may leave it; and that those of them who
are entering on the World may be firmly attached to our King & his Familly;
since | have allways done so, & acted for the present establishment. It would be a
little hard to get me still in the shade of my jacobite relations, and, tho’ | be of
their colour, to look at me through a false medium, & then cry, I am not white.
Ennemys do so, & no wonder: but sometimes friends, or they who at least are not
foes, are pleas’d to act as if they were afraid of the litle clamour of Ennemys,
though without foundation, & which they themselves can easily put an end to.
Men of Power can do with honest people, in certain circumstances, as Kings can
do with good metal on which dirt has been thrown; either stamp them into current
coin, or else let them be thrown aside as of base alloy; and then, ‘tis ten to one but
they shall generally be deemed of that alloy; for few carry a touchstone to make
the tryal, & fewer are at the pains to try a piece neglected as suspicious. Yet one
would think that this faint clamour, thrown out by foes who can do no other hurt,
is not really regarded; for we have seen even those who had been openly
disaffected, push’d for® as fit to be trusted by the Government; and perhaps few, if
any, will burden themselves to answer that they are better affected, to this hour.
We have seen such actually trusted, & in favour; and whatever others have done,
I’m sure the clamourers did so. Could they then pretend, that it should be worse
with a man who was always well affected, but only has disaffected relations,
whom he was never influenced by? this cannot hold in common reason, nor would
it in the general oppinion of the world.

It is true, great men take not the trouble to consider the case of a private person
who makes not himself considerable. If there be the appearance of an objection
good or bad, it is easyest to have nothing to do with him. But Friends who have
access to speak freely with great Men of his subject, can render them effectually
attentive to it; and when the great Men have good understanding & experience (as
at present), the task is less difficult; because they soon perceive the real import of
things; and, when they are brought to consider them, are not amus’d with
superficial appearances.

If it be too much for me to expect to be noticed, as one who in his low sphere
has not deserved ill; yet | hope it is not an immodest request, that when my name
casts up, | be not slurr’d as a person whom the friends and servants of the
Government must be shy of, and keep at a distance. If | be otherwise used,
whether on a pretended personal account, or on account of my Relations, the reall
effects of it as to me, and the appearance it must give me in the World, will be
much the same., Only when it proceeds from friends, or from those who are not
Ennemys, with one’s friends standing near and looking on, it must strike deeper
and stick faster, and the unlucky person must appear to be sans resource.



This would make my case so singular, that perhaps there is not an other
instance of it in Brittain; and, indeed, it seems to be a pretty strange case. If
Jacobitism, or even torryship, prevail, 1 am to be undone for my own sake. At
present, I must pass for a strange creature, whom it is not safe to give
Countenance to, because of my

Jacobite Relations; for this would offend those that know me not, and the Sq v,
who are Ennemys to me & to the present Administration. If that same Sq y gets

up again, I am still to be defeat, because they fancy those presently in power to be
my friends. Perhaps some others know how to have good luck in all events; and
these pretty fellows would tell me, that | am served as tjecomes an honest fool,
who, by acting sincerely, leaves himself but one foot to stand upon; & when that
faills him,” down he tumbles, & must ly there.



| did not think to have said so much on this Head; w’" speaking of my Nephew, L°
Erskine, led me to. You may the more easily pardon me, because | do not intend
to trouble you again with it. Do with this as you think it requires.

Nothing remarkable in this Country has come to my knowledge since you left
it.

My Dear’Duncan, | am most faithfully yours.
No. CXXX.
Lord Lovat to the Lord Advocate.
My Dear Lord, Inverness, 29 March 1727.

WHEN 1| had the honour to writ to you by the last post, and send you an
information of the Riot that hapen’d last week at Ridcastle, | was very justly
angry; and if it was not for fear of the Laws and of my bread, | would have
immediatly reveng’d the blood of my tenants and Kinsmen; and the enclosed
affidavits will convince your Lordship y’ | had very great reason to be in wrath;
but now y’ the first movement of Passion is over, | am well satisfy’d that the
affair should be taken away irt a felly maner; for | have no desire to be in blood
w’ my nighbours; tho’ you may easily belive | do not fear all the Mackenzies on
Earth, tho’ | had none to assist me against them but my own Frasers and
followers. Your Lordship knows both the Clans prety well. I have put the Affair
into my Commander in Chief’s hands, who will certainly consult you about it; and
| am ready to yield to any thing y’ is reasonable. I have writ to Culodin my
thoughts of what | have observed in this town. | wish y" Lordship better health
than what we are told you have; and | am, in all conditions of Life, as I still was,
your Lordship’s most faithful Slave,

LOVAT.
No. CXXXI.

Lord Balmerino to the Lord Advocate.
My Lord, Leith, 11" May 1727.

SOME Months ago | writt to my excellent friend the Earl of Loudoun,
concerning a Remission to my. Son Arthur Elphinston, to be obtained by the
means of the Duke of Argyl; but to this hour I have had no’answer.

My Son James, several Weeks ago, writt to your Lordship; and. likewayes
he’has got no Answer from you. This astonishes me; for, indeed, | would rather
have a Refusal, than remain in this uncertainty. Considering hqw mercifull the
King is, and how great the favour he has showen to some who were more
Criminal (though his fault was very great), | cannot but hope that this which | so
earnestly desire will be readily granted. But whatever be in this, | beg the honour
of your Answer, that I may take measures accordingly. | am, with great truth,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most hurhb'e Serv",



BALMERINO.
|

No. CXXXILI.
Sir Hugh Dalrymple to the Lord Advocate. *
D'S'
THIS, I own, looks very like ingratitude, to be so long in returning you thanks

for your favour; but | had many reasons for not writing till now, of which the
thing

9! called called Protelation was one; & the uncertainty of ever coming back again,
another. Before | went, | thought Bunchrew would be a very’ decent date; but
when | was there, the place, the trees, the Firth, & Peter, were all my enemies; & |
do not remember if | was in a capacity to write or no. From that time forward, the
good people of Inverness & Murray were so exceedingly kind (if it can be called
kindness to make a Man run the gantlet), that neither shame nor remorse had any
effect upon me; & seriously, tho’ I thought myself happy that neither your Brother
John nor the Squire were in the Country, yet every body, | don’t know how, took
upon them to be Johns & Squires to me; &, for aught | know, I might have been
cracking nutts till now, if | had been able. The fire about Aberdeen was not so
intense; but, comparatively speaking, it was pretty smart: the Perth people are
good enough for a brush and away; but the pleasures of the enchanted Island, the
Ball, the Lucy Barbers, & the strange and surprizing adventures of Emperor
Gausy, must be left to another time. | am in some hopes that this will not find you
at London: it is but blushing a little more for an excuse, to make it here to you
myself, coram Francy Farquhar and a dish of hard fish. But, as far as | can see, it
is more convenient to be unthankful; for it makes me look sillier, to tell you that I
never shall cease to be sensible of what | owe to you, than it would do to some
people to fall asleep & forget it.

lam,D'S', .
Your most Oblig’d & most Obedient Servant,

HUGH DALRYMPLE.

Ed" May 30, (oh, shameful!) 1727.

No. CXXXIII.

M' Delafaye to the Lord Advocate.

My Dear Lord, Whitehall, Nov’ 7" 1727.

| HAVE received the honour of your Lops letter from Edinburgh, and was glad
to find you were returned thither safe, & | hope in sound health, from your
expedition to the Highlands, w’" is now no more a Wild Country. My Lord Duke
of Newcastle was so well pleased with the account you give of the disposition of
things there, that he would shew your Letter to His Maj”, to whom it gave a good
deal of satisfaction. | ask your pardon for having omitted to acknowledge ye
receipt of your return, which | immediately transmitted to the Crown Office.



Matters here go as they did; the King very good and gracious to his Ministers and
Servants, & all things very quiet. As to foreign affairs, | think we shall certainly
have a Congress; France is prodigious honest and hearty; Rottembourg behaves
Like an Angel at Madrid; the Emperor &

his Ministers are the greatest in y* world, or else they are sincerely for

pacifick measures; so that, tho’ the Q. of Spam does still scold, that power must
and will come into measures, tho’ not with a good grace. The general talk is, that
y? Parliam’ will not sit till y*10°" Jan™, which I fear will retard ye pleasure |
promise myself, of assuring you in person of the sincere & hearty respect w”
which | have the honour to be,

My Dear Lord,
Your Lops most humble

& most Obedient Servant, | dined this Day w" My Lord Townshend, CH:
DELAFAYE.

who is in a very bad way with his Rheumatism, & | fear will not get rid of it till
Warm Weather comes in.

No. CXXXIV. No. CXXXIV.’

M" T. Rawlinson to the Lord Advocate, dated Invergary, May 24" 1728. My
Lord,

AS | have hot the honour of being known to your Lordship, | humbly beg leave
to acquaint you, before | proceed to give you an account of other matters, that |
have made a purchase (for myself and Company) of a considerable quantity of
Wood in Glengary for the use of Iron works we are erecting there; and we fear not
of having good success in our Business (which certainly will be of great use and
benefit in this part of North Britain), provided we can peaceably enjoy the same;
but I am extreamly sorry that | have occasion to acquaint your Lordship, that |
have had two of my Servants murthered by a Villain in this Country, who |
apprehended, with one of his Accomplices, on the 20" of the last instant; and
because it is supposed (by my friends)’ that they may find means to make their
escape out of the Gaiel of Inverness if they should be committed there, | am
therefore favoured in having them confined in the Barricks of Kiliwhynnan till |
am further instructed how to proceed against them. The Murtherer’s accomplice
(by name John Grant) hath confessed before M" Fraser of Cuduthall (a Justice of
Peace), that their principle design was to rob and Murther me, and as they could
not meet with me, they were resolved to rob & Murther some of my Servants. |
have good proof against the Murtherer; but as for his accomplice, John Grant, |
have no other than his own confession; and as the Murtherer is famed for a
notorious and dangerous fellow, 1 should be glad to have him brought to his tryall
as soon as possible; but if I am obliged to send him and his Accomplice to
Edinburgh to take their tryall, I am informed that their Prosecution will be very
expensive. But if your Lordship would be so kind as to give your Orders to the
Sheriff of Inverness to try them there, a great part of that expence might be saved;
and (with submission) if their punishment was directed to be upon the place



where this murther was committed, | believe it would be a very terrifying example
to our Rogueish Inhabitants: all which I most humbly submit to your Lordship’s
opinion; beging your pardon for the liberty here taken by,

My Lord,

Your Lordship’s Most Obed humble Servant, p. s.—If your Lordship thinks.it
proper to T RAWLINSON

honour me with your return to,
this Letter, to the care of the Post-
master in Inverness, it will come
safe to me.

Note—This Thomas Rawlinson, an Englishman, was the person who
introduced the Phelie Beg, or short kilt, into the highlands. This faA, very little
known, is explained by a Letter from Eran Baillie of Oberiachaa, inserted in the
Edinburgh Magazine for 1785.

No.CXXXV.
Lord Seafort to the 1.ord Advocate.

My Lord,

AS you gave me leave, when last | had the honour of seeing you, to let you
know how my affairs went after you was gone; so | lay hold of y® opportunity
with pleasure, because to one | value | impart where my grievance lys.

| was last Tuesday to wait on S" Robert Walpole, who desired, hearing what |
had to say, y’ | wou’d put it in black and white, y’ he might shew it to his Maj .
Accordingly | did as order’d, and y morning went to receive his answer. He was,
as usual, obliging; but what | required, he was sorry to let me know, was not to be
comply’d with; since the King would neither allow any thing of y’ kind, or give
orders to be confirm’d what his royal Father had granted before. On hearing this, |
cou’d not forbear making appear how ill 1 was us’d. The Government in
possession of the Estate, and | in the interim allowed to starve; tho’ they
conscious of my complying with whatever | promised to see put in execution: in
fine, several other circumstances | took the freedom to insist upon, which he
cou’d not but own was right. Now, my Lord, you being my sincere friend, | the
more candidly by the case before you, that by your usual prudence you may fall
on such methods [asJ will be thought most proper, towards contributing to what
may tend to y* mutual satisfaction of all concern’d. For as y* way | am now in is
most disagreeable, consequently, if not rectify’d, will chuse rather to seek my
bread elsewhere, y” continue longer in so unworthy a Situation. | writ to Mr.
Cowper last post, to wait upon jjour Lop to receive your orders how to behave, for
making all things easie for a seale. | beg you’ll give your directions, since what
your Lop says will be a law to me & mine. | have several. other things to enlarge
upon; but your time | know is precious; therefore, will presume no further, than to
beg you will honour me with a return, y’ accordingly | may take my measures,
and fully convince y°* whole World how ready your instructions are obey’d by, « .

My Lord, m



June y° <27, 1728. Your Lops obedient

. humble Servant,

SEAFORT.

No. CXXXVI.

The Lord Advocate to the Laird of Culloden.
Dear Brother,

SINCE my last, we have had no division, nor indeed so much as scolding, till
yesterday. The Committee of Supply was opened; a supply voted to His Majesty;
the estimates for the current year’s Service were delivered in, and 15,000 Seamen
voted; but when the question for continuing the same number of Land forces as
last year was yesterday moved in the Committee of Supply, Poultney took
occasion to make a popular declamation against the Ministry and their measures,
in terms scurrilous enough; the language, indeed, of the Craftesman. This met
with a very long Answer from H. Walpole, who went throw the whole course of
the Negociations; and with . ane exceeding smart one from Sir Robert, who
exerted his usuall spirke; and after a run of Discoursing which lasted, without
much force or method, till near 8 at night, the Committee Resolved to keep up the
Land forces, without a division. | still believe, as | told you in my-last, that,
contrary to the expectations of all the world, we shall have no great matter to do
this Session. Sir William Windham, and some

more ] m—s, are gone out of town. Gen. Ross is lying-in of the Gout, but

is now mending. Geo, Clerk touches you in a bumper as usuall. I am, Dear
Brother, Yours; tho’ uneasy that a Week has past without hearing from you.

London, February 17, 1729.
No. CXXXVII.



No. CXXXVIL.
Lord Lovat to Mr. John Forbes.

My Dear Laird of Culloden,

| HAD y® honour of your letter late last night from my Cusin Relick, and | am
heartily sorry to understand y’ you are out of order. | hope this good weather and
y" good air about Culodin will soon recover you. | dare freely say, there is not a
Forbes alive wishes your personal health and Prosperity more affectionatly and
sincerely than | do; and | should be a very ungratful man if it was otherways; for
no man gave me more proofs of Love and frdship at home and abroad than John
Forbes of Culodin did.

As to what service | ever can do to you or yours, you should truly command me
as much as you would do Peter Forbes, and not afk favours; for it never will be in
my power to return y® hundreth part of favours and frdships | have personally
receaved from you; since it is more owing to your person than to any man | know,
y’ I am now in this place in any condition to serve you.

As to carrying y° Lime to Lovat, | shall do more in it than if it was for my own
use. | shall give y* most pressing and precise orders to my officers to send in my
tenants’ horses; and to shew them the zeal and desire y’ | have to serve you, I
shall send my own labouring horses to carry it, w’ as much pleasure as if it was to
build a house in Castledownie. | hope to have y°* honour to pay my duty to you
tomorrow or next day, and receave y' Commands for Ed"; and | beg you may
believe y I shall be, while I live, both sensible and thankful of all the great marks
& proofs of frdship y’ | have received from your person, even from y® beginning
of my troubles to this hour; and y | am, with great Affection, Gratitude, and
Respect, my d’ Laird of Culodin, your most faithful Slave, while

Beaufort, > LOVAT. 28™ May 1729.)

My Wife and my Bearns are your faithful Serv”, and assure you of their
humble duty. She is not yet deliver’d of her burden; if it is a boy, he will be a
Serv’ to y" family.

No. CXXXVIU.
. From the same to the same.
My Dear Laird of Culodin,

IT is w great joy | hear from others y your health is much better than when |
saw you last. I wish w’ all my soul you may for many yeares injoy perfect health
and Strenth; for I’le never see a Laird of Culodin y’ | love so much, or will do so
much for me as you have done in my greatest trouble and distress; and 1 would be
guilty of y® greatest and blackest ingratitude if | did not love and honour your
person and concerns. With all y° other proofs | have of your goodness, | beg leave
to put “you in mind of your promise, y’ whether it is a lad or a lass y my Wife
gives me at this tyme, you will do me the honour, sinc | cannot be present myself,
y’ you will hold it up to receave the Holy Water of Baptisme, and make it a better



Christian than y*© father. | expect this mark of Frdship from my d" John Forbes of
Culodin. I do assur you, y’ | never saw y" B" Duncan look better: he is very well
recovered. General Wade is to be here on Saturday, and to stay at least three
weeks in y°* Canogate. Y® Duke of Argyle is to be here this month, and y® E. of
Hay in ye next month; and he will get his handful to do to settle this city, which
they tell me is as much in factions and divisions as ever.

Every body expects we shall have a War very soon, which | am not fond of;
for, being now grown old, I desire and wish to live in peace w’ all mankind,
except some damn’d presbyterian ministers who dayly plague me. | am very busy
in my Law-suit, and | hope to get it ended this Session; and their is no appearance
of my loosinge of it. | gave a Bottle of Wine to Caberfey, w’ the Young Lairds of
Kilraak, Huss, and Kilcowie; and we had y® honour to drink your health heartily.
When you have a spare hour | beg to hear from you, w’ an account of your health,
which by G—d is very dear to me; for | am with great affection, & a gratful
respect, My d" Culodin, Your most faithful Slave,

Edinr, 1 LOVAT. 19* June, 1729./

Your Br. Duncan is very anxious about my cause, which | beleve you will not
be angry at him for: he has a very good opinion of it, as all my Lawiers have.

No. CXXXIX.
LETTER from the Queen, settling the Precedency of the Courts of Justice in
Scotland.

By her Majesty the Queen, Guardian of the Kingdome, &c. CAROLINE, R. C.
R.

FORASMUCH as we have been informed, that doubts have frequently arisen
between the Senators of his Majesty’s Colledge of Justice, and Barons of His
Exchequer, in that Part of His Majesty’s Kingdome of Great Brittain called
Scotland, concerning their Rank and Precedency; and wee are willing to prevent
any uneasiness or Disputes between the Members of two bodies so highly
intrusted by his Majesty, and of so great use and importance to his service, and to
the good Government and welfare of his people: Therefore wee doe, in his
Majesty’s name, by these presents, appoint and Ordaine, that you the President of
his Majesty’s said Colledge of Justice shall have the first place, and on all
occasions shall take rank and have Precedency of the Chief Baron of His
Majesty’s Exchequer there; and the said Chief Baron shall continue to take rank
and have Precedency of the remanent Senators of His Majesty’s said Colledge of
Justice; and the remanent Senators of his said Colledge of Justice and Barons of
His Majesty’s Exchequer shall take place of each other, according to the date of
their Commission or appointment to their respective offices; that is to say, That
every Senator of His Majesty’s said Colledge of Justice, whose Commission or
Appointment to his said Office is of ane elder date, shall take place and have the
rank and Precedency of and above all Senators of His Majesty’s said Colledge of
Justice and Barons of His Majesty’s said Exchequer whose Commissions or
appointments are of a later date; and that every Baron of His Majesty’s said



Exchequer, whose Commission or appointment is of ane Elder date, shall in like
manner take place, and have the rank and Precedency of and above all Senators of
his Majesty’s said Colledge of Justice and Barons of his Majesty’s said Exchequer
whose Commissions or appointments are of a ‘later date: And if it shall happen,
that the Commissions or appointments of one

5t ** ° of the Senators of his Majesty’s said Colledge of Justice and one of the
Barons of His Majesty’s said Exchequer shall be of the same date, then the said
Senator shall take place and have rank and Precedency of and before the said
Baron. And this wee doe, in His Majesty’s name, ordain, appoint, and establish to
be the constant and unalterable rule and order in this respect from henceforth in
all time comeing. Provided always, that the same shall not extend to deprive any
Peer of his Majesty’s Realm, or the Son of a Peer, or any other whatsoever
enjoying any of the above mentioned Offices, and haveing rank and Precedency
by reason of such his Peerage or Birth, or on any other occasion not relative to his
office of Senator of his Majesty*s said Colledge of Justice or Baron of His
Majesty’s said Exchequer, from bruikeing & enjoying such rank or Precedency,
any thing in these presents to the contrary notwithstanding. And so wee bid you
heartily farewell. Given’at the Court at Kensington, the twenty-fourth day of July
1729, in the third year of his Majesty’s reign. No. CXLII.

By her Majesty’s Command,

(Signed) HOLLES NEWCASTLE.

No. CXL.

The Duke of Newcastle to the Lord Advocate.
My Lord, Kensington, July 25, 1729.

HER Ma” having received private intelligence, that there was reason to
believe, some design was carrying on in Scotland in favour of the Pretender, and
that several of his Adherents were lately gone thither from Rome for that purpose;
Her Ma” has commanded me to send you notice of it, knowing so well your Zeal
for the King’s service, and your dexterity, that Her Ma’> does not doubt, but if any
thing of this kind should be in agitation, your L3p will be able to discover it, and
take the proper means to prevent it.

Your Lop will particularly inquire whether any of the Pretender’s followers are
lately come from abroad into Scotland, and upon what account; and acquaint her
Ma’¥ with what you shall be able to learn on this head, and with any other
information you can procure relating to it.

| am, with great truth and regard,
My Lord,

Your Lop” most Obedient humble Servant, Lord Advocate. HOLLES
NEWCASTLE.

No. CXLlI.
The Lord Advocate to the Duke of Newcastle.



My Lord, Inveraray, in Argyllshire, 5> August 1729*

THIS morning | received at this place the letter your Grace did me the honour
to write to me of the 25" of July, acquainting me with the Intelligence her
Majesty has received, that some design is carrying on in Scotland in favours of
the Pretender, and that several of his Adherents have lately come from Rome
hither, and desiring me to employ all the Industry I can to discover what truth may
be in these Reports; and particularly to inquire whether any of the Pretender’s
adherents have lately come from abroad into Scotland, and upon what account,
and to acquaint her Majesty with what | may learn on this subject.

p 2 | cannot

| cannot take upon me at present to say any thing positive to your Grace, further
than that 1 shall employ all the skill & industry | am able, to give her Majesty
satisfaction in respect to the things she desires to be informed of; and that, to
enable me the better so to do, I shall make the very midle of the highlands my
way from hence to Inverness, where | shall probably meet with some Notice of
what your Grace writes about, if the Highlanders know any thing of the matter;
and what I learn your Grace shall be acquainted with. But in the mean time | shall
take the liberty to offer what occurs to me according to the lights I now have.

Tho’ | have not hitherto had any suspition of what the advices her Majesty has
lately received bear, yet in the ordinary course of my duty | have, since | came
last into Scotland, been attentive to the countenance & behaviour of the
disaffected; and if | can at all judge, those about Edinburgh & in the Southern
parts have no sort of prospect in their heads, and have not hitherto so much as
heard of what may have been contrived abroad; tho’, to be sure, they soon will if
there is any thing real in it.

| have not heard that any of the Pretender’s adherents have lately come into
Scotland from abroad; neither do | know of any that have come over this year,
excepting my Lady Southesk, who came over by His Majesty’s permission; & Mr.
Fleeming, brother to Earl Wigton, who has lived in France upwards of twenty
years, and came over last Winter, at his Brother’s desire; as | have been told, with
a design to be married, in order to keep up the family; the Earl having no Children
of his own to succeed him. This Gentleman was, | believe, concerned in the late
Rebellion, but was not convicted or attainted. Her Majesty has been acquainted,
that M" Stewart, late of Innernity, and two or three other attainted persons, came
over to Scotland in his late Majesty’s reign,. in hopes of being pardoned; and that
having made application to the Crown by Gen Wade, who had instructions to
receive the submissions of such as seemed well disposed, they were permitted to
live privately in the Country, where they still remain very quiet and peacible.

| cannot at present think of any other of the Pretender’s adherents who came
from abroad without previous leave into Scotland, except Gen” Gordon; he indeed
has been in this country upwards of three years; and your Grace may remember |
acquainted you with his arrivall at the time; with this Circumstance, that he
declared it to be his intention to live his remaining days peaceably at home; and
that tho’ he was secure by the Laws, yet if his being in Scotland gave any



umbrage to the Government, he would instantly return into a voluntary Exile;
desiring me at the same time to give your Grace notice of his arrivall and
intention, which | accordingly did. The Man has since that time lived inoffensive,
so far as I can hear, at his house in the Country.

These particulars, which are all that at present | can recollect, | trouble your
Grace with.—If the most carefull inquiry can produce any further Intelligence, it
shall be laid before your Grace. If | wanted any spur to quicken my diligence in
discovering and preventing any mischief that may give the least disturbance to the
Government, Her Majesty’s good opinion of my zeal for the King’s service is
more than sufficient to stirr up all the activity and attention | am capable of.—I
am with very great respect & sincerity,

My Lord Duke,
Your Grace’s most obedient & Most humble Serv’.

Mo, CXLIL
From General Wade to the Lord Advocate.

From my Hutt at Dalnacardock, D" Sir, August f 2f" 1729.

YESTERDAY | had an express from the Post Master of Edinburg, with an
enclos’d from the Duke of Newcastle, of a very old date, which by neglect was
detain’d at the Post Office at least a fortnight; the letter being dated the 7 ™ of
August from Kensington.

His Grace informs me by her Majesty’s Command, that they have advice, that
some of the Scotch who were with the Pretender are comeing home, in order to
carry on some designs in his favour; ordering me to endeavour to discover and
secure any such persons whom | may apprehend to be concerned therein, and to
prevent any attempts or practices against his Majesty or his Government. He tells
me likewise, that he has written to your Lordship on that Subject; and | suppose
your letter may have been detain’d as mine has been. | have wrote to Willy Grant,
to be-vigilent towards Gordon Castle, and to observe Glenbucket’s motions, who
| think a dangerous Fellow, and who | believe will be ready to play the fool if he
is any way encouraged by the Agents from Abroad. | think the Troops are so
disposed, that nothing can give us any sort of trouble, unless with the assistance of
a foreign force; which makes me very easy and free of all apprehensions from the
jacobite quarter. | shall leave this place this day se’nnight, stay a day or two at
Fort William, and as long at Killyhunnen; and propose to be at Inverness about
y?10" or 12™ of the next month; when | hope to have the pleasure of kissing your
hand; being with the greatest sincerity

Your very faithfull humble Serv’
GEORGE WADE.

No. CXLIII. ’
Lord Advocate to Gen Wade.

Dear Sir,
WHEN | was at Inveraray, | received from the Duke of Newcastle a letter of



the same Import, with what you tell me, in yours of the 27 of August, you had
from his Grace. | immediately returned an Answer, That from the observations |
had made, since my Arrival in Scotland, upon the Countenance and Conduct of
the Disaffected, it appeared to me they did not at that time know of any project to
give Disturbance, or of any Emissaries from Rome being come among them. But |
promised, in my way through the Highlands, to be as attentive as possible to the
motions of those people, and to report with greater Certainty on my arrival in this
Country.

In my progress from Argyleshire through Lorn, Mull, Lochaber, &c. | have
been as inquisitive as prudence could permit; and | have the answers of some
Letters which | wrote from Inveraray to Edin" upon this Subject; and the result of
all confirms my former Opinion, That no Emissaries are hitherto come into
Scotland; at least, that the Highlanders have not any knowledge or Expectation of
their coming; and this | am resolved by the next post to signify to his Grace.

It was because | took it for granted, that You had the same Directions as | had,
that | did not attempt to send you Notice of what was wrote to me,
notwithstanding the difficulty ficulty of coming at You, from the part of the
World in which | then was. But, as | believed you had the same advice, and would
readily frame the same Opinion of it, | thought it unnecessary to say any thing on
the Subject till Meeting.

| was so damnably tired of the Highlands, that I durst not venture on your
mines. The History of me you will meet with in your Travels; | long to hear
Yours. Never Was penitent banished into a more barren Desart, to suffer for his
sins, than what you have suffered in since your Confinement to Drumochlter. |
hope, however, you have got safe out of it, and that this will find you in full
Vigour of Mind and Body. | beg you may be so good as to direct John Baillie,
who will deliver you this, to let me know when | may expect to see you at
Inverness, fince you do not intend to be long at Killiewhinnan. | am, Dear Sir,
Your most faithful, &c.

D.F.
Bunchrew, 3° Sep” 1729.

No. CXLIV.
The Lord Advocate to the Duke of Newcastle.

My Lord,

| HAVE the honour of your Grace’s Letter of the 2" In§*; and w’ it the greatest
pleasure in observing, that the Accounts | transmitted to your Grace, in mine of
the 5™ of August, were satisfactory. Since that time | had the Honour to acquaint
your Grace, from Inverness the 5" In§’,* what | observ’d in my Travells through
the Highlands; and | hope that also has proved to your Liking, as it confirms
pretty much what | wrote formerly from Opinion only.

As, in Obedience to her Majestie’s Commands, | was resolved to make all
possible inquiry into the Truth of those reports that had reached her, touching
Designs carrying on in Scotland in favors of the Pretender, | made a Trip, since



my last, through Stathearn to Badenoch; - and from thence, cross the Country, to
Gordon Castle. | have likewise found occasions of conversing with Gentlemen
from almost all those parts of the Highlands where | have not been; and | am very
glad to be able to assure your Grace, that, from all the Observations | could make,
what | formerly wrote to your Grace is confirm’d, That there is not any project at
present stirring in favours of the Pretender; that no Agents from him have lately
come among them; and that if any one sent, the Highlanders hitherto know
nothing of it.

| propose yet to stay some days in this Country, and to make a different part of
the Highlands from what | have already pass’d my way to Edinburgh, if the
weather permit. If in that Expedition | can discover any thing further worth your
Grace’s notice, | shall have the honour to acquaint you with it. I am, with the most
sincere Regard and Duty,

Your Grace’s most Obedient & most faithful
humble Serv’,

Inverness, 26" Sep' 1729. DUN. FORBES.

To the Duke of Newcastle.

* This Letter does nct appear in the Colleftion,

Mo, CELV.
No. CXLV.
The Lord Advocate to Sir Robert Walpole.
Dear Sir,

| HAD your Note of 9™ Instant inclosed with my Lord Duke’s. It did me Good
tho’ very short, because it shew’d me that my friend was well. | heartily thank
you for your Mindfulness of the getting in the presentation to the Living of

By this post | have acquainted the Duke with my further Travells through the
Highlands; which confirm me in the Opinion | formerly was of, that there is not at
present the least thought among them of any Design in favour of the Pretender;
and if any such thing should be set a foot, | am satisfy’d it could not long be kept
Secret, nor with any hopes of success supported, considering the present situation
of the people, and of the Troops.

His Majesty’s happy and early arrival from beyond Seas, spreads an Opinion,
that the Parliament is to sit before Xmas, a thing that | should be sorry for my own
Particular to see; but which, if it should happen, | ought to be prepared for. Pray,
Dear Sir, be so good as to inform me what you know of this, when you find a
Minute’s leisure. | am, D' Sir, with perfect Esteem,

Most faithfully Yours, Inverness, 26" Sep" 1729. ‘DUN. FORBES.
No. CXLVI.

Gen Wade to the Lord Advocate.
Dated Edinburgh, October the 2*, 1729.



Dear Sir,

| HAD the pleasure to receive yours of the 26”¢ Sept” at Col’ James
Campbell’s, who was so kind to give me good Quarters for two days on my way
hither. On the day after you left us at Ruthven, the Knight and | travelled in my
Coach with great ease and pleasure to the feast of Oxen, which the Highwaymen
had prepared for us opposite to Lock Gary; where we found 4 roasting at the same
time, in great order and solemnity. We dined in a Tent pitched for that purpose;
the Beef was excellent; and we had plenty of Bumpers, not forgetting your Lordp
and Colloden; and, after three hours stay, took leave of our Benefactors the
Highwaymen, and arrived at the Hutt before it was Dark.

The 5 dayes | continued there set me upon my 4eggs again, and enabled me to
take a second Survey of the projected Road between Dalnacardock and Creif,
which is to be the work of the next Summer.—I am very thankfull to you for your
kind mediation of the treaty between her Grace and me.—I supp’d last night with
Hay at Lady Milton’s, who, | found, had been informed of the whole affair, and of
our Court of Judicature held at Ruthven, andmdisaproved of none of our
proceedings, except the laft; in which, he said, he thought | had acted with too
much lenity, or to that purpose. The Knight of the Bath is much your humble
Servant; but more Colloden’s, for he never fayles to remember him in a Bumper;
though, in the main, | have interposed between him and the Bottle, and kept him
sober ever since we parted. | wish you had as much influence over Colloden.

The last post brought us no news. | shall go from hence on Monday Morning,
and propose to be in London the day after the birth-day.—I have not yet the
honour of her

v Grace’s Grace’s Letter. If you happen to see Willy Grant, desire him to lodge
the Armes that were taken from her Grace’s tennants in the Castle of Inverness.

1 am, D' Sir, ’
Your very faithfull & most obed’” humble Serv,

GEORGE WADE.

No.CXLVILI.

M" Murdock to the Lord Advocate.
My Lord, Orleans, 24*“June 1730.

| HAD the honour of your Lordship’s of the May some days ago; which was
the more refreshing to Mr. Forbes & me, that it had been so long expected; though
the multiplicity of Business you have upon your hands during the Session of
Parliament, and, which we hear of with the greatest concern, your still
unconfirmed state of health, were but too good reasons of your silence. The
apprehension your Lordship has been under, that his head might suffer by some
civilitys he met with on the road will be over, when | assure you that any vanity of
that sort is not his foible: on the contrary, if he were fit for it, I should think the
very best Company to which he could have admittance the properest for him. This
would inspire him with a certain ambition of a polite and manly behaviour, which



he wants as much as any thing, and which is no where else to be learned. As for
study, properly so called, from several Experiments we have had sufficient leisure
here to make, | find no such thing is to be expected of him: he is ever ready, in
very good earnest, to own the necessity of redeeming the time he has lost, and to
enter into resolutions and schemes for that purpose; but the issue is generally such
as satisfy’s me there is a want of power more than of will; and indeed when one
cannot conceive things with that ease and distinctness as to take pleasure in
contemplating them, how is it possible the attention should be engaged to any
purpose? The next care is, that if he is not distinguisht, he may at least be easy to
himself and others, in Society; and that he be not remarkably defective in the
ordinary accomplishments of a Gentleman who does not pretend to be a Scholar;
and this | doubt not he will be able to compass. His inclination runs chiefly upon
the Army, which | had lately an occasion of discovering. He had read in the
Gazette, that there was some appearance of a War, and that some of the British
Troops were in that case to be sent abroad. Upon this he took a resolution, if the
War was of any continuance, to join them some time at least before their return to
Britain; “for,” said he, “I shall by this means have an opportunity of learning
something of the trade; and of enlisting myself with a better grace, than | could
afterwards do at home.” This notion he was so full of, that if some other
Newspapers had not spoke of the thing as doubtful, he would certainly have
before now wrote to your Lordship himself about it. In the mean time, he is, upon
his own proper motion, taking a lesson of Fortification and Gunnery once a day;
besides what French we have read for the sake of the language, and some attempts
to recover the Latin, cast Accompts, write English, &c. We lighted on a very good
Book, called “La maniere d’Enseigner et d’Etudier les Belles Lettres, par Rollin,”
containing, amongst other things, extracts of some of the best passages of the
Greek and Roman History. These he read once and again with pleasure. He is now
busy with the History or Louis 14°. This your Lordship may possibly think
preposterous;s but that period is so remarkable, and is so much the subject of
conversation, that it was necessary he should look into it as soon as possible.
Besides, a course of History that is tolerably complete being too large an
undertaking for us; and one that is not, so imperfect and unentertaining; | thought
the best way would be to pick up the most useful and remarkable passages, and
connect them into a sort of body afterwards. For Learning, or Learned Men, there
is scarce such a thing to be heard of in this place. The fathers are all busy in their
Shops, and the Sons at their diversion; and, except a Family or two where we pay
a visit once a Week, we have little more acquaintance than when we came here.
There is a sort of Theatre too for some time past, where Racine and Corneille do
penance; Harlequin comes off on better terms. In two months or so, we may, if
your Lordship pleases, be steering down the river, which will be the easiest and
cheapest way of moving towards our winter quarters; and we will at the same time
have an opportunity of seeing several places worth while by the way. Mr. Forbes
offers his affectionate and humble duty; and I remain,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Ser,



PAT. MURDOCK.

No. CXLVIII.

Lord Lovat to M" John Forbes.
My Laird of Culodin, x

| AM persuaded y’ you will be very well pleas’d to know y I bless God, | have
this afternoon gained my cause, two to one. Ther was but four Votes upon y°
Bench against me; Dunn, Roistown, Newhall, and the Justice Clark, who shewed
his spite to y’ last, but to little purpose; the eight for me are, the President,
Grange, Cowpar, Miltown, Drumore, Minto, Muny, and Henning. #»##*** i
he would not vote in ye cause, and Poltown was **********x. [yt what he spoke
was for me. The Speakers on my side were, Grange, Drumore, Miltown, and y°
President; and | am told, that they beat to pieces all y* arguments ye Roistown,
Dunn, and Newhall advanced. In short, | have gained it w honour and advantage.
| cannot tell you how much I owe to Duncan; but | can freely tell you, y he was
full as sanguine in it as if it had been your Cause; so y since he was His Majesty’s
Advocate, he never took so much pains in any cause every manner of way. | hope
he has now established a family y will be forever faithful to the Rooftree of
Culodin; and | beg ye you may believe y’ there is not a Forbes come out of your
family y’ loves and respects you more than I do; and y’ | am while | live, with
zeal and affection,

My Dear Laird of Culodin,
Your most obedient and most faithful Slave, Edin" 29 July 1730. LOVAT.
No. CXLIX.
M" Scrope to the Attorney General.
Sir, < m

IT being his Majesty’s pleasure, that every the estate reall and personall of
Coll> Charteris, w* became forfeited to the Crown, upon his being lately
convicted of a Rape, shou’d be granted and restored to him: The Lords
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury desire you to give Warrants to the Clerk
of the Petty Bagg, to make forth so many Commissions as you shall judge
necessary to be passed under the great seal of Great Brittain, and to be directed to
such and so many particular persons as

Q shall shall be approved by you, to enquire and find, by the Oaths of Good &
Lawful Men, the reall and personall estate which became forfeited to the Crown
as aforesaid, and to make the said Commissions returnable sine Dilatime.

I am, Sir,

Your most humble Serv’,
Treasury Chamber > Qpropf
f 14" day of July 1730. > *
M" Attorney Generall.



No. CL.
The Lord Advocate to Mr. Scrope.

D' Sir,

YOUR kind Letter of the 28™ of July was a great Cordial to me; it came just in
time to relieve me from some suspicions which your silence for a month or two
began to create. | do assure you, in my present situation there is occasion for some
encouragement to keep up my spirits; since the scene, whatever corner | look to,
is so disagreeable; and since, in place of finding anybody ready to co-operate to

mend it, I meet with rubbs and obstacles from those whose concurrence | ought to
expect.

The imminent distress, from the condition of our Revenue, has now for some
time possest my attention; the Customs, from the defects of the Law, from the
corruption of Officers, and from the perverseness of jury’s, are fallen to nothing;
and never can by any art be raised, till those complaints are removed, which must
be the work of some time, tho’ our disease seems to demand a more speedy
remedy.

The Excise, tho’ not under so corredr. management as formerly, seems to be the
only revenue from which we can look for any immediate relief; but unless it is put
on a better foot, we cannot depend upon it’s answering any immediate purpose.

It is an obvious reflexion, to any one that knows what immense quantitys of
Brandy are drunk in this country, and that it is commonly sold at 2 shillings a
gallon, that the Excise must be greatly affected by the excessive use of that liquor;
at the same time, that the price of grain, is beat down to nothing by it, which is a
very sensible loss to the men of estates, whose rents are almost universally paid in
grain; as well as to the farmers. This observation led me to think, that if the people
generally could be made sensible of their interest, as they are not a little national,
it might be possible to work them up to some popular resolutions against the use
of run Brandy; and if that could be brought about, at the same time that it must
improve the excise, it might help to give our jurys in general a different turn of
thinking from what hitherto they have had touching the running trade in general.

Possest of this opinion, | became Author, and published, against the meeting of
the last Convention of Royal Burrows, the Paper which is enclosed, and seconded
that conceit so well, as to procure from that Assembly the Acl: and Resolution
which is printed at the end of the Paper. The resolution was unanimous, tho’ my
Friend Rob. Dundass opposed it with his usual Zeal; but, finding the tide too
strong, he submitted, without a division.

The Design was, after a publication in this manner of the sense of the
representatives of all the Burrows, to bring in each Brugh in particular, and the
Gentlemen in the several Countys, to Resolutions, after a day certain (Christmas
for example), not to use any foreign Spirits; nor to use any Inn or Tavern while
any such are sold; but to give all assistance in their power, in their several
stations, to the seizing and destroying it, and | still entertain very strong hopes that
this may be accomplished; which



fio must must necessarily raise the excise on Beer and Ale, and Spirits, some
thousand pounds.

One would have thought that a project of this kind must have been very
palatable to the great Man that governs us here; what he says of it you must know
better than I; but his agents here seem rather to fling cold water upon it: whether
that proceeds from its being disliked by their Chiefs, or from it’s being a Child of
mine, | cannot tell; only give me leave to tell you that it mortifys me not a little, to
see power (at least in the opinion of the people) in the hands that do not employ it
for the Publick service, when it calls so loudly for assistance.

| have set on foot and carryed throw to the purpose above mentioned, a
Resolution in the County of Midlothian; the like is a carrying forward in the
neighbouring Countys; and | am now in my Journey northwards in order to
propagate the same spirite over that part of the Kingdom if I can. What effect it
may have | cannot tell, because | find myself almost alone in the attempt; but I
hope the design will meet with your approbation; and that Sir R. will think that,
though distant from him, I am not unmindful of his interest, which | take to be
more concerned in the fate of our revenues than he is aware of. You will be so
good as to explain this matter to him, as far as you think proper; since, in the
enclosed Letter, | do but just refer him to you for information touching
this.project.

The intent of the letter which | beg you may deliver to Sir Robert is (pursuant
to leave which he gave me at parting), to put him in mind of 2 Articles of the
Memorial | left with you; viz’ those about the family of Gordon, and the E. of
Seafort: it is shame that what was promised by the Queen, as .well as by Sir
Robert, above a Year ago to the Dutchess of Gordon, is not yet done; and as |
must see that Lady very soon, unless | have something to say to her about it, |
shall lose all the credite by which | could do any thing good for the publick
service in that Neighbourhood: therefor I am very earnest, that, without loss of
time, Sir Robert should settle that article, and let me know what is done.

As to the request for Seafort, which was a Pension, Sir Robert had some doubts
about his success with the King; and whether he has made any step in it since, |
know not; but there is a circumstance cast up of late, which claims the execution
of a promise he made some time agoe, in which | hope there will be less
difficulty: the estate of Seafort owed for several Years few-dutys to the Crown;
which now rise to a considerable sum, and will be payable out of the price of the
Estate which is sold. A Grant of these to the poor Man, or to any trustee for him,
would be a vast relief to him and his Children in their present Circumstances; and
as this takes no Money out of the Treasury, | should flatter myself it may without
great difficulty be obtained. Your assisting to help forward this charitable purpose
will be extreamly obliging to me.

| spoke to you, before | left London, of the appointments of the Clerks of
Delegates, whose business is now almost at an end, They have served hitherto
without any sallary, and the Court who employed them begin to be uneasy. | am
the person they dayly worry and teaze about them; and therfor I must insist with



Sir Robert, to make them some reasonable allowance.

| am frequently entertained with the strongest Pannegiricks immaginable of
you, by my worthy friend Co” Chatteris: he swears nothing less than a divinity
can forgive Injury s so readily, and delight so much in doing good. He flatters me
with “imputing some part of your good nature to him, to my intercession; and
insists | should return you thanks. My Brother is here with me, and commands me
to tell you that fow and fasting he is equally yours.

a2 lreturn

| return you thanks for your care of Poor Niven, and of every other thing that
concerns me. The only further request | have to make is, that you will be so good
as pardon the length and ill writing of this Epistle; and if you can find leisure
enough to tell me that you have forgiven me, and how you like the Work that | am
about, it will greatly add to my spirites.

| am most faithfully yours.
Perth, 11th August 1730.
To John Scrope Esq’.
No. CLI.
The Lord Advocate to Sir Rob’ Walpole.
Sir, Perth, 11™ August 1730.

| PROFITE of the allowance you gave me, to write to you from this Country
touching certain Articles of the Memorandum | left with you when | took my
leave.

| hoped to have heard before this time of the 21000 pension intended for the
Dutchess of Gordon, and in effect promised last year by the Queen. As | go now
into that Country, I shall look very simple, not being able to say any thing certain
about it; and shall be incapable of making that use of his Majesty’s Bounty in that
part of the Country, which, were the pension granted, might be made of it. If the
thing succeed, as | hope it will, My Lord Peterborrow is to be acquainted with it,
and M" Scroop will let me know of it. The next thing | am to trouble you with is,
the request in behalf of the late Earl of Seafort: A Pension, you know, was prayed
for; but now, | airf to put you in mind of a thing that you was so good as to
promise, some time agoe, and that will perhaps be more easily obtained. The
estate is sold by the Barons of Excheq’ and the few-dutys (that is, Crown Rents)
due out of it have been in arrear for many Years: these now amount to a Sum, and
will become payable out of the price of the estate. If the poor Man could have a
grant of these from his Majesty, it would be a great relief to him and his family:
the favour asked is what the King dayly grants in other Cases to his subjects; and
as it takes from you no money that hitherto you have in possession, I should hope
it may be easily obtained. This was your Opinion when | had the honour last to
speak to you on the subject; and what | humbly beg is, that you may take a fit
opportunity to move it, that the thing may be done.



| have given M" Scroope a long account of a project | am actually at work on,
for improving the Revenue here; and he will open it to you, whenever you have
leisure to hear it. I do not flatter myself with hopes that you are to give yourself
the trouble of letting me have your opinion of my project, or an Answer to the
particulars 1 now write of; but if you will be so good as to say a word or two about
them to M" Scrope, he will let me know your sentiments, and that will satisfy me.

Since | left Edin" | visited M" Wade and his Works in the Highlands. He goes
on with his usUal diligence and discretion, and cannot fail of doing immense
Service to the King and to this Country.

My Brother, who is now with me, and who Drinks & Swears as much as ever
for you, insists that | assure you of his service. | beg pardon for the length of this
Letter, and take leave of you, with assuring you, that you wrong me greatly if you
do not believe me to be, very warmly, Your most faithfull and most humble Serv’.

To Sir Robert Walpole.
No. CLII. No. CLII.
M" Scrope to the Lord Advocate. My Dear Lord, Whitehall, 17 Sep’ 1730.

| HAVE the honour of yours of the 29™ of last month, with one by the same
Post from yo' Bro" w" | shew’d to S" R. Walpole; at w*" he laugh’d, & said he
would remember w his old friend wrote, & take care nothing should be done y’
would be disagreeable to him. He had heard nothing of the Inquiry you hint at;
and treated it in a manner y’ you would have been pleased with, had you been
present. The Day before | went to Bristol | had another Lre from you, with one
inclosed to S" Rob’ & he promised to take care of yo’ Commands; but he living
for the most part at Windsor, | have not had an Opportunity of talking so fully
with him as I could wish. I can’t find any thing in the mem*TM you was pleased
to leave with me relating to the Family of Gordon, or the E. of Seaforth. If you
please to send me a Draft of a signature for granting what you propose for the E.
S"Rob’ has promised to get it dispatched, & to do what he can for the Dutchess.

Being just return’d from Bristol, & a fortnight’s absence from my Business
putting me into a little disorder, | hope you will pardon my enlarging at this time;
& y you will make my excuse to the Laird of Coloden for my not answering of
his till my spirits are a little more composed.

| am with perfect Esteem,
My Dear Lord,

Lord Advocate. Yo’ most Obedient humble Serv’,
J. SCROPE.
No. CLIILI.
Lord Lovat to M" John Forbes.
My Dear Laird of Culodin,
| RECEIVED this day w" great pleasure y* honour of your letter of y> 19" Inst.



and | am exceedingly rejoiced y’ you are in perfect health: May you be many a
merry Christmas and New year so!

| give you, dear Culodin, ten thousand thanks for your concern and good
wishes towards me; it is what | ever did and will expect from such a stedfast
friend as you, who put your life in hasard for me when | was in my greatest
distress; and ever since did appear my best friend, whenever any essential
occasion presented itself. | do assure you, y | have as gratful a sense of those
frdships as | had the minute | received them, and | shall publish while I live y®
gratitude | owe to the Laird of Culodin. It was full of those sentiments y’ | wrot a
long letter to you this day se’night and sent it north by Castle Ladder’s, and bid
him give it in your own hands; the essential contents of it were to assur you of my
constant gratitude and respect, and to give you an Account of my present
situation, and to ask your kind assistance as | always use to do, y’ you would be
so good as to endeavour to know, by y® Laird ofM’Leod, whether the infatuat
family of Fraserdale are resolved, or not, to agree really and finally; for y' B", my
LY Advocat, whp takes full burden on himself for me, says, y’ they are such mad
fools y he can make nothing of them; however, he will put y® thorn in their side,
and leave them excuseless befor God and Man. If you can bring this about by y*
Laird of M’Leod’s means, who only can press them to it, you secure y* Estate of
Lovat to Simon’s Bearns, and to Brig. Grant’s nevews. | need fay no more; t am

convinced convinced you will do what you can to fave a family and Kindred y' is
yours more than any | know on earth. As to those Strahghss Rogues, if you knew
y® malicious and insolent affronts they put upon me, you would not ask any
favour for them. My L¢ Advocate knows it, and was very warm for transporting
them if they did not voluntarily list for your Cusin Arthur; and if it had cost me
A500 | had got them transported; but if they have voluntarly inlisted themselves
for M" Forbes, | am very well pleased: | shall send them to him whout any
expence in keeping of them; for I will send immediately orders to carry them
south w’ a guard. There is a Captain here of Arthur’s Reg who will receave them
and deliver them to Arthur; and I’ll send him other two Camerons y  are in your
prison, tall fellows; and five such good men will do him more service now y the
Dutch expect: a war, than thirty men next season. | have written to my fd M'
Baillie y" Town Clerk about this, who will manadge y’ affair for me, and for ye
Service of your Cusin. | truly rather give a Crown a day out of my pocket to
mantain them a twelve month at Inverness, than to admit them to bail. It is but a
new trick of my enemies to insult me; for if they were once at liberty, no bail
would ever get them back; but they would offer you for y" Cusin’s use some little
nasty thieves y’ they would be rid of, and would be of no service to Arthur; but
those are handsome fellows, and they are too happy if they come off for going to
Holland. I therfore beg you may order them to be well secured till | send for them;
and be so just as to believe y’ | am, while there is blood in my body, w great
affection & Respect,

My Dear Laird of Culodin,
Edin" 25" Dec™) m . Your most faithful Slave,

1730. J LOVAT.



No. CLIV.
Lord Lovat to M" John Forbes.
My Dear Laird of Culodin,

| BEGAN the New Year w’ my L Advocat, and was truly fudled drinking your
health, and y°® healths of our frds in the north. Your brother, who has been
working all he could for me this Winter, has at last come to a final resolution; he
offers Fraserdale’s family i£6000. sterl. from me, and £2000. more from himself,
if they come into his measures; upon condition, y’ if they accept y’ offer in a
month’s tyme, he will oblidge me to adhere to it; and if they do not accept, he has
declared to them y they never will have it again; but y’ he will do all y* in him
lays to overturn all y° rights y’ ever they had to the Estate of Lovat from y*
foundation; and my L Advocat will find no great difficulty in y’; for | have
consulted it fully, and am going on w’ all vigour to put it in full execution.

| am very much surprised to hear from several of my frds, y’ their is a design to
affront me, and hurt my reputation and interest, by letting those Straglass villans
at liberty who did insult me in the most attrocious maner; but I will not belive an
Angel from Heaven, y> my Worthy and Constant friend John Forbes of Culodin
would, for any consideration, directly or indirectly, assist any Chisolm on earth to
insult or affront me in y’ persons of those Villans; especially since y° only thing y’
keep’d me from sending them to America was my eagerness to serve your cusin-
german Arthur Forbes; so | beg of you, Dear Culodin, to give strick orders y’
those fellows do not make their escapes till | order a party to bring them up’here
at my own expence, y’ they may be sent to Arthur, w’ other two Camerons, y’ are
in your Tolbooth, by d Cap” of his Regiment who is in this Town.<—My L¢
Marq’ of Lothian is to be y* Peer in my L

Deloraine’s Deloraine’s place; some of my frds thought ye this was a good
occasion for my great frds to fix my family and Peerage; but I must have patience.
Sir Rob. Rich, y" frd, gets Deloraine’s horse, and Coll. Cathcart gets Rich’s
dragoons, and Coll. Handgrave gets Cathcart’s Regiment. Brigad" de Bourgay
comes down in Bavell’s place. All y* members are going up fast, and they expect
a hot battle against y" frd Sir Rob. at the Sitting; but | hope he will defeat his
enemys. | wish you perfect health in this new year, and in many more. | drink a
bumper to it almost every day of my Life; and | am w’ a most sincere Affection
and respect, my Dear Laird of Culodin,

Your own old Slave,

Edhv 5” January 1731. LOVAT.
No. CLV.

Lord Lovat to M" John Forbes.
My Dear Laird of Cullodin,

| HAD the honour of your “letter of y* 15, with the Attestation enclosed in it,
but two dayes after the Post returned for Inverness. | give you, D' Sir, a thousand
thanks for your frdly and affectionat expressions towards me and my Children; It



is realy what | shall alwayes expect from my dear John Forbes, of Culodin, who
supported my Interest, and stood up for me, even in the tyme of my most desperat
circumstances; and | bless God, | cannot accuse myself of ingratitude; for I can
freely declare, y’ | never had the least occasion to serve your interest, or any y’
was concerned in you, but | run to serve you w’ as much zeal and cheerfulness as
| would do my own family; so, dear John, their is no love lost; and as | am most
sensible of the essential services you have done me both in Scotland and England,
on signal occasions; so you may assure yourself that there is not a Forbes of your
family, except your brother, who loves your person more affectionatly, nor none
of them would ventur their blood sooner to serve you than | would do while |
have courage and breath.— After what I have said, | take the freedom to tell you,
y’ I am convinced, if you know really the unworthy manner in which I have been
insulted by the Chisolms, after doing the most essential services to the Chisolm
and to his family, you would as soon offer to throw me from the Bridge in the
River of Ness, as you would desire me to consent to put those villans at liberty,
who beat and insulted some of my men and relations. | do assur you, Dear
Culodin, the whole design is to affront me in setting those villans at liberty, and
hope ye you never will go into y; for it is but highly just ye they should willingly
make a Campagne or two in Holand, since | save them on y’ account from
transportation; and those fellows w’ the two Camerons y’ | have in your prison
will be such a good complement for honest Arthur, y | hope it may contribut to
get him a company now y the Dutch are going to raise ten thousand men of
additional troops; and | shall take care y’ they will not be expensive to Arthur till
they are in Holand, and then they will be worth themselves. Your Cusin Hughy is
to let me know this week, when the Cap’ of Arthur’s Reg’ goes off, or sends over
his men; and then I’ll send an order to carry those fellows and the Camerons w’ a
guard of the forces to this place, and deliver them myself to y* Cap’ for my Dear
Arthur’s use; and 1 most humbly intreat for your assistance and authority in this
affair, since sincerely my honour is concerned in it. | give you joy for dear
Hughy’s being assessor in Tom Erskine’s place. | do assur you, that I wrought
like a tiger for Hughy, and my labour was not useless, nor in vain. Provost
Lindsay acted like your brother in the affair. | saw a letter of my LY Advocat’s
yesterday, y says y’ all y® stories against y=

ministry ministry vanished like smoak, and y" frd Sir Rob. triomphes; so drink his
health as | do your’s just now in a bumper; and | am, w’ a most sincere zeal &
most affectionat Respect, Dear Sir,

Your most obed’, most obliged, and most humble Serv’,
Edin’, LOVAT. 29" January 1731. m

P. S. Notwithstanding y’ all that hears it, and my LY Roistown himself,
approves much of y® great and generous offer y" brother, my Lord Advocat, made
to Fraserdale’s family in his own name & mine, to put an end to all difference, yet
| am told y’ Fraserdale’s so high and mighty y he will not hear of it; however |
am exonered, and so is my LY Advocate, who will soon let them know, as he said
to my Lord Roistown, y they used him ill as well as me, and y’ he never would
hereafter allow me to make them any offers. While MacLeod keeps the one & Sir



George Stewart the other at rack and manger, they never think of their family or
children. I have done my part.

Adieu. .

No. CLVI.
Sir Tho’ Pringle to the Lord Advocate.

Dear Duncan,

| SEND you inclosed the inscription, which, upon revising, | cannot alter, and
yet am not thoroughly well pleased with it. Tho’ we are got out of the Gothick
taste in most other things, yet I think we continue in it as to inscriptions; & it was
only in complyance to the prevailing taste that | writ it; for I cannot help liking the
old plain Roman way; in which it was sufficient to tell the person’s name &
character in plain prose; & any elogium after it, was in Verse. If mine do not
please, | should be sorry if they pitched upon that one published in M’ Pope’s
Name: the Latin is so obscure, that it may very well pass for an amigma; & tho’
the English distich is very pretty, yet | would rather see it shine in a Collection of
Epigrams than on S' Isaac’s monument. By the by, if they are not pleased with
mine, | should not like to read it in the Newspapers, especially with my name at it.
| am surprised that neither Halley nor D" Frend have tryed their hand on that
subject: especially the last; of whom | have seen several good performances of
that kind, tho’ they are generally too prolix.

| wrott to M" Logan, of Dunbar, as | told you | would do, both in your name &
mine, about his Uncle M" Cunningham’s papers; & | have since had an
evening’s conversation with him; the sum of which was, that his Uncle has not.
left one single scrape of any thing ready for the press, or even in any tolerable
order. . His notes on Horace are written on the Margin of six Volumes; whereof
three are the text of Horace, as he published it; and the other three are his
animadversions on Bentley. The use of all these, 1 am promised against next
week: the Lord have mercy on the patients till 1 have done with them! His notes
on Phaedrus are likewise only on the mirgins of two Editions of Phaedrus; but he
thinks them fuller than the others, & is talking of giving them to M" Ruddiman, if
he will be at pains to putt them in order & publish them. He has marginal notes
upon several other authors; as Virgil, Statius, Quintillian, Cicero; any of which he
offers to send me after | have done with Horace. His Notes on the Corpus are
larger than any of the rest, & not writt on the margin, as the rest. His Copy of the
Corpus is interleaved with clean paper $

S0 so that there, is a leaf of written notes, for every printed leaf. He told me, the
Advocat’s Library has applyed to him to have it; but he has given the curators no
answer as yet, nor did he seem determined when he spoke to me.

What will surprise you most is, that he has left nothing of his scheme of the
Christian religion. M" Logan told me, he had inquired at him about it when he was
in his perfect senses; but that he declared to him that he had never putt it in
writing, & that he would dictate it to him any day, for he had it all in his head, &
that it could be contain’d in four or five sheets of paper; however, every day that



Logan press’d him to do it, he found always some reason for shifting it, till he was
incapable of doing any thing.

| congratulate you on your successfull experiment of Sobriety: your irregular
meals may do harm; but even when you putt Dinner & Supper together, it will be
enough to change your Rule of 3 to 4.

| am sorry for poor Will. Aikman. If he gives too much way to his Melancholy,
he may cast himself so far back in the bad season as not to reach the good. Pray
let me have some polls [politics] in your next. | hear, all go’s swimmingly with
the Governor, & that he is on the point of surmounting all difficulties.

| hope you will keep a medal of S Isaac’s for me.
Your’s, T. P.
Ed', Jan30, i; i,
No.CLVILI.
Sir Tho* Pringle to the Lord Advocate.
Dear Duncan,

| SENT you a long letter last post, with S' Isaac’s inscription; but I could not
help trying to mend it next morning; especially the line I liked worst; in the place
of which I have put two, & upon that account transposed another; which is all the
alteration in the inclosed. | am very fond of the Alteration (however little you
think of it), as well on account of the phrase, as that it expresses better the nature
or the Newtonian Philosophy in opposition to any other. If the inscription is
thought too long, or is really too long for the space on the Monument, | think the
lines | have inclosed betwixt these fj ] may be omitted. | have gott two Volumes
of Horace, with Cunningham’s marginal Notes; but the hand is so bad, & the lines
so closs on one another, that | have difficulty to make sense of them, tho’ |
perceive no siglae, or secret marks, among them. However, | design to give true
pains, & you will see probably the fruit of my labours when you return.

Your’s, T, P.
Edr. Feb. 2, 1731.

H.S. E.

‘Isaacus Neutonus

Seculi gentisque suae decus,

Qui fida experimentorum ope,

Missis inanibus conjecturis, .

Naturae reseravit arcana Legesque fixit
Dia Mathesi praeferente facem:
Jactisque inconcussis Philosophise fundamentis
Princeps Philosophorum merito cluet.
[Quod adyta ccelorum penetralia
Menti patent humanas,

R Quod



1
Quod lucida tela did
novo refulgent lumine, .
Quod severiore calculo
veritatis indagantur fontes,
Quod ultimorum caligo temporum
felici dissipatur jubare,

Viro incomparabili
Acteptum referat grata posteritas.]

Divinum ingenium
aquavit animi candor,

Superavit modestia.

Mortali vix ut fas sit propius attingere superos.
Mortalem fuisse hoc, eheu! testatur marmor.
Vixit annis LXXXIV. mensib. Il. dieb. XXIII.
Obiit XII. Kalend. April. A.C.N. MDCCXXVII.

No. CLVIII.
Lord Lovat to M" John Forbes.
Dear Sir,

I TRULY long to know how you are after your last week’s cavalcade. | am
afraid y’ your kind heart to your friends will at last send fyou] to the other World;
and tho’ 1 love y" B" Duncan very well, yet | sincerely declare | never wish or
desire to see any other Laird of Culodin than my Dear John Forbes, who was
always my warm and stedfast friend sinc ever | had any use for a frd; for which |
shall be thankful while their is breath in me. My bearns are very well, and will be
your humble servants. | am much indisposed sinc | saw you at y own house;
many marks apear y’ shew y’ the tabernacle is failing; the teeth are gone; and now
the cold has so seiz’d my head, y | am almost deaf w’ a pain in my ears; those are
so many sounds of trompette y’ call me to another world, for which you and | are
hardly well prepared; but I have a sort of advantage of you; for if I can but dy w’
a little of my old French belief, I’ll get y° Legions of Saints to pray for me; while
you will only get a number of drunken fellows, and the Innkeepers and tapister
Lasses of Inverness, and M" M°Bean, y' holy man, &c. | beg you let me know
what accounts you have of my dear Duncan’s health; | hope he will not cost you
and me any more teares, which his first sickness made us shed very bitterly
together. I am heartily glad y’ you saw Willie Baillie, your worthy good frd’s son,
behave so well; it will be worthy of you to give him all maner of protection and
encouragement. Whether sick or heal, | ever am w’ an unalterable Affection &
Respect,

My dear Laird of Culodin,



Beaufort, io™ April Your most faithfull Slave,
1731. LOVAT.

P. S. | take the freedom to send you some tarmichens, and a black cock y’ I got
last night from Glenstrafain, where you have mounted the highest hills as cleverly
as any Scotchman ever did. Adieu.

No. CLIX.

No. CLIX.
Lord Lovat to Mr. John Forbes.

My Dear Laird of Cullodin,

I AM as much vex’d as any man alive at the escape of y’ murdering villan y’
stab’d y' nevew and my cusin; and if the Jailor was my relation, | would concur to
send him to the Plantations; for he must have plainly contrived and effectuat his
escape, and no doubt he has been sufficiently bribed for it; for which he should
suffer. It is pretty lucky y' just now, as | received your letter, | have two of my
trusty Serjeants w’ me; Alex. Erchet’s son, and William Fraser, son to Dulcraig. |
send them this minute to march all. night, the one by Straobench, and the other by
Glenmoristown; so y if he goes either of those ways, they will have a fair chance
to seize him. 1 order all my Company y’ are to the Westward to join them; and |
command to make the same diligence as if my Life depended on it; and | know
they will be faithful and actif. But my plain opinion is, that he will, when it’s dark
this night, cross Ness about Borlum or Delifour, and go straight on to
Tullidanside, where he is safe; for none in y country will lay hands upon him,
except Col Grant or Capt. George met him in the teeth. I tell what | truly think,
because | would give any thing to have y° villan seized and punished. If | am able
to ride, 1 am to meet Col. Grant on business of our Company’s at Dalrachnys on
Wednesday night; and you may belive I’ll know if he has gone to y’ Country; and
I will wait of you on Tuesday afternoon at Culodin. But | am so very much
indisposed now, y’ | am afraid | will not be able to keep my appointment with
Col. Grant. You may be sure, D" Culodin, y> what vexes you vexes me, tho’ a
Fraser was not at all concerned in the matter; and I will always make your quarrel
my own; for | am, while there is breath in me, w’ much Love & Respect,

My dear Laird of Culodin,
Beaufort, 25 April \ Your most faithful Slave,

1731.—seven at night. ) LOVAT.
No. CLX.
M' Delafaye to the Lord Advocate.
My Dear Lord, Whitehall, July io’\ 1732.

YOUR most obliging Letter of the 5" instant was brought me Yesterday by a
flying pacquet. Expressions of kindness from so valuable a friend are a cordial to
one who, in the midst of a crowd, leads y°® Life of a hermit; a stranger to the
world, & y" ways of it.



Having an Opportunity of sending to Claremont, | have got a further reprieve
for Joseph Hume, w®" I send by flying pacquet; & lest y° former reference should
be lost, I will desire of my Lord Duke of Newcastle to sign a duplicate of it, &
send it you by y post. This is y’ second time that the man’s life has been in
danger, by y> want of attention of those who solicit for him; for it is not y°
business of y* Officer here, nor indeed could any Officer watch the progress of
every affaire that passes thro’ their hands into those of other people. Pray, in such
a case as this, where circumstances unforeseen and meerly accidental happen,
could not y°® Lords of justiciary take upon them to prolong a reprieve? | ask purely
for information: for as to y’ present business, your Compassion & humanity has
secured y* Man once more. The continuation of y® reprieve will come soon
enough. ¢’

n 2 Your

Your Lop will have seen from y® News, that the Spaniards are certainly sailed
for Oran; the infidels will have a powerful Auxiliary in the heat of the Season and
ye Climate.

By our Letters from Hanover, the King is in good health, & well pleased; the
Emperor has as good as finished y® Affair of Mecklembourg intirely to his Ma*>’
satisfaction, and most courteous & affectionate Letters have past between them
upon it. That of Holsteyn also is adjusted, by a treaty between ye Emperor, y*
Czarina, & y°® King of Denmark, without our being concerned; by which we have
y’ Advantage of having got rid of the Guaranty of Sleswick to y° Danes, without
contributing towards y° equivalent to y°* D. of Holsteyn; and as this treaty contains
mutual Guarantys of possessions, we could not have come into that part of it
without disobliging the Sweedes; who tho’ they have no near prospect of
recovering what y= Muscovites have got from them, yet are not very thankfull, |
believe, to those who guaranty y° possession of it to Russia.

As to domestic Occurrences, we have none that | know of, worth troubling your
Lop; so I shall only add most sincere professions of the hearty Respect with which
| am,

My dear Lord,
Your Lops most humble and most obedient Servant,”
CH. DELAFAYE.
No. CLXI.
The Lord Advocate to M" Scrope.
D' Sir, Edin" 8™ August 1.732,

MY Business being over in this place, | take my journey northward to-day,
intending to find quiet for a few weeks, if possible. Every thing in this Country is
quiet, and would go well on, if those whose Business it is to promote the publick
good, would not obstruckt it. What | mean particularly by this reflexion, Bowles
& Dodswell, who are now on the road, will explain to you. It surely would
provoke any man living, as it did me, to see the last day of our term in Exchequer.



The effect of every verdict we recovered for the Crown, during the whole term
(and we recovered verdicts in every Cause we tryed, except two) stopt; upon the
triflingest pretences, that false popularity and want of sense could suggest; if
some remedy is not found for this evil, we must shut up shop. It’s pity that when
we have argued the Jury’s out of their mistaken notions of popularity, the
behaviour of the Court should give any handle to their relapsing. You know, Sir,
it has for some years been my opinion, that under the favour of the fondness the
Country is possest with for their Improvements and Manufactures, the jurys, and
indeed the justices of peace, and other magistrates, may receive a favourable turn
towards the revenue, out of the surplus whereof the funds for their improvements
arise; and you may remember, that towards propagating this favourable Opinion
in the Country, | proposed to Sir Robert and to you, before | left London, that as
the Country is interested in the surplus of the Malt duty, a general Surveyor
should be appointed for the Malt, to be recommended by the trustees for the
Manufactures; whose business it should be to superintend the Officers employed
in that service, and who might, by making rounds through the Country,
recommend to the people every where the full collection of that duty, and
discover to them, by degrees, how important it is to the national improvements,
that fraudulent trade be layd asidej and that the revenues of all kinds bear
surpluses. How useful so ever 1 think such an

Officer Officer might be at this time, yet | should not choose to load the surplus of
the Malt Duty with any appointment for him; but, as it happens, there is room
enough at present to make a beginning, and there soon will be more. In the Year
1726, the Commissioners named 4 General Supervisors, at a salary of £150 each;
and tho’, soon after, they began to think them not extreamly useful, yet as they
were once employed, and as the men had merite, they were unwilling to discharge
them. One of these is dead; so that his salary may be made use of for the Officer |
speak of; and Mr.Dodswell agrees, that when any of the remaining 3 drops, his
salary may be added to the appointment of the new Officer, which will make a
provision of ~300 per Annum, and sufficiently enable the Gentleman I should
recommend to do what is expected from him: his name is Archibald Hope, Son to
M" Hope of Rankeiter, one of our Trustees, and is a very diligent, sensible young
fellow; from whose Industry and Zeal, | expect very considerable service to the
publick. I have prevailed with him to begin at the salary of 2150, now vacant;
upon assurance that when any of the other three fall, or are better provided, his
appointment shall be increased to .~300. As this is nothing out of the Revenue, |
should hope it would meet with no difficulty; and if you will take the trouble to
settle it with M" Dodswell whilst he is with you, it will be, I think, doing the
Revenue and the Country a kindness.

Ten or twelve days agoe | wrote to Sir Robert Walpole on the subject of the
Dutchess of Gordon’s business. What | earnestly begged was an answer; because
| soon must see her, and must make a very silly figure if I do not know what to
say, after all that has passed on this subject. Hitherto | have had no answer from
him, and must therefor in this, as | do in all my other dificultys, apply myself to
you; and entreat, that with your first conveniency you will let me know how that
matter stands, and what | am to say. Any commands you have for me, directed to



me at Edin’, will find me wherever | may happen to be.

| beg your pardon, and with great reason, for giving you the trouble of so long,
and so ill wrote a letter; and your perpetual indulgence encourages me to hope for
it.

| am most faithfully, &c.
No. CLXII.

M" Henry Home (afterwards L? Kames) to the Lord Advocate.
My Lord,

| ESTEEM it my duty to acquaint your Lordship, that | have it in View to stand
as a Candidat for the Professorship of Roman Law, now vacant by the death of M"
Craig.

As | have it at heart, by this application, to contribute my small mite towards
the service of my Country, | shall hope your Lordship’s interest only in case you
reckon me qualified; and yet further, as your Lordship stands justly possessed of
the most amiable Character of disinterestedness, as well in publick as in private
life, with great alacrity and submission shall | be ready to throw up my
pretensions the moment you tell me the office may better be supplied by another.
Believe me, my Lord, these are not words of course; they are the real sentiments
and resolution of

Ed’, | Your faithful and devoted Servant,
24 Aug 1732. j* HENRY HOME.
No. CLXIII.



No. CLXIII.
M" Hew Dalrymple to the Lord Advocate.

My dear Duncan, Elphinston, Aug’ 26, 1732.

I WAS sorry to hear of your Riotous Journey northward. Remember your
flannels and Swing; and if you will not for your own sake give over such pranks,
pray at least be so complisant as to avoid them for y® sake of a good many folks,
myself in particular, who languish when they see you doing yourself so much
harm. | seldom have been troublesome to you in asking favours for myself, or any
other body; tho’ now | must beg a favour of you, which I hope you’ll be so good
as to grant me. You know that the Professor of Law’s Chair in the College of
Edinb" is now vacant, & the method how that is supplied. The faculty of
Advocate’s Leet two, and the Town Councill choose one to fill it out of that leet.
There are two Gentlemen who | hope have the honour to be known to you; M’
Will. Duff”, and M" Will. Brodie, Advocates; whom our friend the Lord Presid’
recommended to me as fit persons to be put in that leet, and for whom | now
presume to ask your patronage. | always placed a great value upon your
friendship, and need not, I am sure, multiply words, nor depart from the stile of a
friend, to make protestations in another way of my sincerity in being yours: all
that, between us, is quite well understood; but if you are at liberty to give your
Countenance for these Gentlemen, it will give me great joy, because it will be of
the last consequence to them. | now take again the liberty to recommend yourself
to yourself, & beg of you to be more moderate in your riots; which more than any
thing, as the best for you, will oblige,

My Dear Duncan,
Yours,
HEW DALRYMPLE.
No. CLXIV.
The Laird of Collodcn to John Forbes, the President’s Son, dated Inverness,
28> Scpt', 1732.
Dear Nephew,

| AM very glad to fynd from your own hand, that you are in Lyfe, after the bad
accounts | had of you some months agoe. At the same tyme, | wonder you did not
write me oftener; however, | expect you’ll mend this fault in tyme coming.

As the greatest happiness of my lyfe now, My dear Johnie, depends on the
hopes | have of your comeing home an honest man and a pretty fellow, | dare not
doubt but you have improved your tyme, since abroad, to the best advantage; and
therefore 1 will insist with your father to comply with what you desire, and also to
send you proper directions, that when you come home, youm may not be idle.
Pray lett me- hear often from you, and believe that | will doe all in my power to
make you easie. Give my service to M" Murdoch.



| am, Dear Jok,
Your affectionate Uncle,
JO. FORBES.

Mo, CLEY.

No. CLXV.
The Lord Advocate to M" Murdoch.
Sir, Bunchrew, 8 October 1732.

WHEN 1 sent John into the south of France, you know it was my intention he
should pass some years there; partly that he might form his manners and habits in
a place where example gives less temptation to vicious ones, and where he might
have some encouragement to study; and partly to keep him out of this most
corrupt corner of the world till those habits were put on, and his mind grown
somewhat firmer by age. But this intention was in some degree traversed by his
impatience to see Italy; which, tho’ I did not contradict (because | know what fruit
that commonly produces), | did not approve of; and he is now returned to Geneva,
where a resolution must be taken what further is to be done.

If my original purpose can yet in any degree be executed; if after he has seen
Italy, and I presume reckons himself a fine travelled Gentleman, he can chearfully
submit to retire for some time to any convenient place in France, Swiss, or
Germany, to improve himself there, and grow a little older, at less expence, and
with smaller temptation to folly, than he would meet with in Paris or London, I
shall be very well pleased; but if he is reluctant to this, and has a violent itch to
come home, | shall probably submit to that upon my part, and he may make Paris
and London his way; but as a traveller only, and not to reside there: the good that
is to be had at either of those places | know pretty well, and the price of it.

By what | now say, and formerly have often told you, you see my strong byass
is, to his remaining abroad some fjtime] longer, if it may be done at reasonable
charge, and with tolerable hopes of his not doing harm rather than good, by hiding
himself a little beyond seas; and my reason for this is, the imminent danger | see
him in of being undone, if he is to make this part of the world his home without
being well fortifyed against folly. But as | am intirely unacquainted with his
present turn of mind, and ignorant of his byass and inclinations, as well as of what
Change to the better or worse time and observation may have made on him, |
must insist with you, that, without any reserve, you do report to me your real
opinion of him, that I may be enabled to determine what is fittest to be done with
him. And, that your return may answer as near as may be my views, | desire to be
resolved in the following particulars:

1”. Is his understanding and Capacity to comprehend, the same as when we
parted; or is it in any degree improved, and how far?

2%, Is his Application and Attention to learning or thinking, to any or all kinds,
the same; or is it mended in any, and in what, degree?

3*". Has he pursued any study, and what? By study, | mean learned Amusement



only. Did he read willingly, so as to find entertainment in it; or by compulsion,
and from compliance; and does not reading produce any fruit in his conversation?

4™ Has he made any discreet Observations of what he has hitherto heard and
seen; are his Views at all improved by them?.

5*" Has he got so much relish of reading, Reflexion, or study of any kind, that
he can entertain himself agreeably alone; or must he, to kill time, run into
Company, diversion, and folly?

6". What is his most favorite pursuit; which the scenes in which he discovers
the greatest satisfaction and sense of happiness?

7". Does

7". Does he delight in Company, and of what sort; does he incline to show in
Company, and on what subjects; is he given to telling of Stories; does he boast; or
is he usually the subject of his own story?

8. Does he love eating and drinking, so as to frequent Company that are given
to these things; is he able to bear drink when he sets himself to it; whether is
excess or sobriety his Choise?

9™, Whether is his disposition to be a good or bad husband of his money; does
he show any inclination to play?

io". Does he conduct himself with decency and discretion in Company, and in his
way of living with his acquaintance?

11, Is his prudence such, that you think he may be safely trusted with the
Government of himself, where temptations to vanity or riot may frequently come
across him?

These are Questions which, doubtless, you can answer; and as they are put by
one who desires to be resolved only for his service, and who must be resolved in
them before he can prudently determine what to do with him for his further
benefite, | must expect a particular and candid Answer; together with such other
circumstances as may lead me to form a just idea of my son, if they do not come
within the Resolution of the presyse questions I have put to you.

Wherever this finds you, it is my desire that you remain there, or in the
Neighbourhood, untill, upon hearing from you, | may be enabled to give further
directions for your conduct.

If you cannot hide this Letter from John, it may show him that my doubts and
fears about him are great; but then it must also show him, that my affection and
regard for him is great in proportion.

As to yourself, Dear P., tho’ my views have not been punctually followed, yet |
impute that to accidents of different kinds, and not to you. | am very sensible of
my obligations to you, and shall lay hold of all proper occasions to answer and
discharge them. | am very sincerely your friend and humble serv”,

DUN. FORBES.



Note.—This Letter seems a very well adapted one for the purpose intended;
and any appearance of distrust in his son may be well attributed to parental
anxiety.

No. CLXVI.
M" MacLeod to the Laird of Culloden, dated Dunvegan, Dec’ 19", 1732
My dear John,

THIS evening, about 5, I gott yours. You’ll see, by the date, your express has
not been slow.

| am very glad to see your quondam friends have appeared in their proper
colours. My surprise is, how the Laird of Grant can ask the vote of a real Baron,
after endeavouring to enslave them. Anie that will give it him (that’s not
dependant) ought to be marked properly for the use of posterity.

I’m sorry Sanders Baillie should have the least ailment when he must undertake
a highland Journie. I’ve named him the day & materials he should meet me w’ att
Glenelg. What do you mean, to ask if I’m to make Barons? | own its against the
grain w me; but necessity has no law; & every one of our shyre that won’t on this
occasion exert

himself, may he be for ever p d on by all his neighbours.
2f 1 won’t

| won’t repeat what | spoke to you last Harvest, about getting the Custom house
of Hornwa brought to Glenelg; but I tell you, that in spite of me a deal of Brandy
is run over this Hand and neighbourhood, w" I assure you vexes me; & to shew
my good inclination for the quick sale of Ferintosh, procure in the mean time (w"
I’m informed can be got) a Warrant from the Commissioners of the Customs to
me, & whom | appoint, to seize Vessels w’ Counterband goods anie where about
Sky or Glenelg; & I’ll warrant you ane effectual stop shall be putt to that
mischievous trade; & wout it, | can do little. °.

Nota. The people I employ will expect the same advantages by seisures that
Commissioned officers have. The word in this house for the time is, Bumper to
Culloden & his Clans. When | do not, to the utmost of my power, assist toothless
John Forbes, may | be incapable of serving his

NORMAND MAC LEOD.

No. CLXVII.

Lord Lovat to Mr. John Forbes.
- My Dear Laird of Culodin,

| HAVE been very ill this last night; and my L® Advocat did me y’ honour to
come and see me this morning, and stay an hour w’ me. He told me odd stories of
those he has most obliged; I likewise let him see something y did surprise him,
which he bid me tell you at meeting, since it cannot be writ, for reasons. Duncan
has directed me how to writ my answer to my Cusin M’Leod; which | will follow



and send you y° letter with a flying seal. Duncan and | are now as we were in
1715; y is, wftout reserve to each other; and I know y! there is few things will
please you more. | own y’ when | believed y  he forsook me for y* Mackenzies, |
would have seen him at ye Divel; but he has fully satisfied me as to all y’; and |
am persuaded their never will be y® least mistake or jealousie betwixt us. It is
certainly to my Dear John Forbes y’ this re-union is oweing; for in mids of all
these mistakes, | found Culodin still y* same friend to me; and I can freely
declare, y’ | always loved & honoured you as in gratitude | ought; having
receaved singular marks of your frdship in my greatest distress. My L? Advocat &
My L% Grange are speaking about my affairs w’ Fraserdale; if my Cusin M’Leod
designs to interpose and make use of his interest, | think this is y* tyme. My breast
is so sore, y’ | am not able to hold down my head. | must conclude w’ assuring
you, y | am while | breathe, w Passion & Respect,

My D' Laird of Culodin,
Your affectionat & faithful Slave, Edin" 29" Dec' 1732. LOVAT.

| earnestly beg y’ what passes betwixt us be entirely to ourselves. Adieu, my
most Dear friend*

No. CLXVIII.

>
Lord Lovat to M" John Forbes.
My Dear Laird of Culodin,

| HAD this afternoon y° honour of your letter by express; for which | give you
my most sincere thanks. It is a singular proof of your frdship to me and to my
family,

s which

which I never will forget to you or to your Successors; tho’ in the mean tyme | see
no great appearance of Success. | have to do with very extraordinary fools, that
refuse a petter estate from me than ever Prestonhall had free in his Life; tho’ they
are now but in a miserable situation, and in danger never to get a sexpence. But
who can make tnadmen, wise? it is only y" Supreame Being y! can do it; and |
must have patience till Providence open their eyes. My Cusin the Laird of
Macleod is mighty kind in his letter to me; it is most certainly to you y’ | owe his
good intentions to serve me, and live in great frdship w> me; but he desires ye
nobody but you and your brother should know it; otherwise, y' it will put him out
of Condition to serve me, because of the weakness and jealousies of those he has
to do with. Macleod is really a sweet-blooded young fellow, and has good sense
and writs pretiely. I wish w’ all my soul y’ this great affair were ended, y’ we
might live in an affectionat and strict frdship together j sinc | am y° nearest
relation he has of his father and mother’s kindreds.

D' Clark having told me y they opened letters at y* Post house, | would not



expose myself in writing to my L? Advocat. However, y° Doctor having told me
y° other day y y® President was worn out and going, | have ventured to writ a long
billet in French to Duncan, and I give it to y* Cusin Willy to put under his Cover. |
have told him in that billet what passed betwixt y* unmannerly fool and me; and |
have written a long letter to y° Earle, in which I have told nothing but y® truth; and
yet no more could be said of y> most abominable fellow in y° Kingdom: he
deserved it all at my hands. | have taken care to blow him up w’ y* young laird of
Grant; and | have acquanted his father of his insolency towards me, and y’ he had
as little reason as | had to be pleased w’ him. Capt: George Grant and Dalrahny
came 2 days ago here, and | dined w them yesterday at young Grant’s; and | let
those two Gentilmen know how little they are obliged to the monster. In short, we
all agreed y' Grant should give you the Shire of Inverness, and take Moray to
himself, and leave y° beast to his shyr of Nairn; and in the Parlement y’ vfill come
after y* next, he will be quit out, which would be a happiness for him y' he does
not deserve. If my LY Advocat take my advice, he will triomphe over him and all
his enemies; and it is very easy for Duncan to make up w’ Grant, who is a good-
jnatured man; and | will do all I can to bring this about: nothing can hinder it but
y’ Earle, and | have most earnestly begged of your brother to lay asyde his
humour at this tyme, and to make up w’ y® Earle, who | know will be glad to
receive him; and by this means he will get ye better of all his enemys; he will
most certainly be made President; an Hlustration y would do honour to any
family in Scotland, and put him in condition to do good to his family and friends.
| tell him y’ I know yf Court, and those particularly whom he had to do w’. | am
persuaded y y® first minister will not stand by him against y® E.; and | am as sure
y' y¢ Duke will not entirely cast out w™ his brother on his account. | therefore beg
of him, for Jesus’ sake, to put water in his wine, and make a little court for his
own advantage and for his friends. If he takes my advice, 1 am sure he will
succeed; and tho’ he should not take it, upon serious reflection he will see y” it is
a good advice, and y’ it flows from y® heart of a true friend; and | do not want
hopes but in some measure he will take my advice. | beg y what | writ to you be
betwixt ourselves; for you see there is no trusting to many who eat and drink at
Culodin. Whatever comes of affairs, | shall be ever thankful and gratful for y'
constant and kind friendship to me; and you will find me on all occasions, w’
much affection & sincere regard,

My dear Laird of Culodin, Your most obed” & most obliged humble Serv’
Edin" 30* Jan* 1733. LOVAT.

The

The Lairds of Macleod and Grant going on to make a great number of Barons,
forc’d me to be at y° expence to try the records to see what | could do. I found two
RetOursin Chancery, by which it appears y | can make by y* Barony of Lovat
about t2°6 Barons. | consulted y° affair w’ the best Lawiers in Town; and they are
positive y* | can make about 120 Barons out of the Baronry of Lovat without
objection; besydes several other Baronrys in the Ldsp; soy | am resolved to make
as many as will make some sort of ballance in my family, in case of a disputed
election; and as my ancestoFS made always a good figure in the Shyre, it is but



natural I should wish to preserve it.

| am ashamed ye you should lay out money for expresses on my business; but 1
will thankfully pay it at meeting. The Bearer says, he wants ten shillings for his
coming here, besydes what you gave him; so | have pay’d him the ten shillings,
tho’ he only’ came here scarce one day before the common Post; but I am most
sensible of your anxiety to send y° letters.

No. GLXIX.
Lord Lovat to Mr. John Forbes. My dear Laird of Culodin, s

| RECEIVED from your Cusin y> honour of your letter of the i# Feb*. | am
exceeding glad y’ you keep your health in y’ mids of such a contagious distemper;
we are frighted here w’> y® dreadful mortality at London. | do assur you, my Dear
Culloden, y’ I have such experience and such strong proofs of your frdship, y’ 1
no more doubt of it than | would do of my Brother’s frdship if he was in life.—As
to y° showing my letters, as | told y° impertinent squire, | did not value if they
were printed or published at the Cross; but as he reproached me y° knowing them
paragraph by paragraph, | only wrot to you as my intimate frd, y’ you may
observe hereafter those who had y© ill manners and indiscretion to writ such
Chatters to M" Brodie. | dread much y" Moderator, for reasons I’ll tell you at
meeting: this is a most ingratful World; a true heart and a kind heart is as rare to
find, as a’ black swan in a Lake.

| wish | had never put pen to paper or opened my mouth about y° Sheriffship;
for you canot imagin how | am used in y affair; which you will know at meeting,
and | hope y will be y* next month. | belive Dun. by this tyme has let*ou know
how y* impertinent King of Beasts has brunt his own fingers, by telling y* he had
orders to keep you and your brother out of Parlement. The E. denys ever giving
any such orders by word or writ, as | am assur’d; and | truly belive he is too
prudent to give such orders. I am hopeful my letter will extinguish the Beast’s
interest with the E. | have keep’d a copy of it for several reasons. That ungratful
fool has been the only occasion of all our jarrs in the North. God damn him, y’
ever | should be acquanted w him.

My gaining y® decreet of the expiration of the Legal makes my enemys think y*
it is tyme to agree. Their great Council, who is a prety fellow, Mr. Craigy, has
spok to the Solicitor, who is one of my Council. But Fraserdale and his son are
such weak, wavering, and unconstant creatures, y | belive nothing can fix them to
an agreement but your frd and mine his holding his assistance from y™; which
would be a good service done them, as well as to me. MacLeod setting up seven
new barons has made Grant set up as many; but, as Grant is willing to make no
Barons if MacLeod makes none, your Brother wrot down to stop MaclLeod’s
Barons; however both are revis’d: but John Hamiltown told me he would not pass
ye Seals till further orders; and Grant and he have agreed to pass y° Seals at the
same time, or make no Barons at all, which in my opinion is best; sinc the one is
making as many as y°

s 2 other. other. | have delayed to make any this term, till 1 know what those



Gentilmen will do; for if they pass the Seals, | do assur you that 1’1l make twenty
new barons next term, y’ will be entirely unquestionable; for I am resolved to
keep a sort of ballance in y® Shire, as my Ancestors have done. | give you a
thousand thanks for y" visit to my Dear Babys, and | am while | breathe, w’ Love,
Zeal, and Regard,

My Dear Laird of Culloden,
Edin", 9" Feb" > * Your most faithful Slave,

1733- f LOVAT.

No. CLXX.
The Lord Advocate to M" Scrope.

D' Sir,

LAST August, before I left this part of the Country, | gave you notice of the
state wherein | found myself; and now, upon my return from the North, I cannot
help letting you know how | stand. Long letters, on a subject so remote, may be

troublesome; but | hope for your forgiveness, because you know | correspond
with no one else.

I have strickly keeped the resolution | acquainted you with in my last, of not
medling directly or indirectly, to oppose or thwart the views of L. I. or any of his
friends, in any place whatever, except the Countys of Inverness & Ross, and the
Burrows for which | serve. That | have endeavoured to secure my Burrows will
not (I presume) be complained of, because no man will own the having medled
with me there; and yet nothing is more certain, than ¢ that there have been
attempts against me in every one of them, tho’ the undertaking made no great
noise, because it met with no encouragement.

As to the County of Inverness, | have had the mortification to meet with such
Oppression from Power, as some time ago | had no reason to expect. You know,
that by the Constitution of Scotland, the Freeholders in each County are to meet
annually at Michalmas, to settle the Roll for Election; and that the Sheriff is
oblidged to enter into his Books the Roll as settled by the Major Part of the
Freeholders to be the Roll by which the election to Parliament is to be made.

At last Michalmas there was a compleat muster of all the Barons and
Freeholders of the County of Inverness capable of voting: the total number was
16. Sir James Grant attended with his friends, in order to add to the Roll of real
Freeholders 13 Ficticious freeholders, who, without having one Shilling in the
County, had patched up the last term the show of qualifications, but which really
were liable to Unanswerable Objections from the words of our statutes; and
Culloden and his friends attended to oppose the enrolment of those Strangers, by
whom the Rights of the real Freeholders were to be defeated; and tho’ no
influence was withheld to encrease Grant’s part)’, it could be brought no higher
than 5, whereas the other 11 adhered to your friend John; which put it out of all
doubt where the interest of the Shire lay, and what must be the fate of the
ficticious Voters as to their Admission to the Roll.

But Grant’s friends had a trick for that: they said, the Meeting for setling the



Roll could not consist of 16, all Freeholders present; but only, of 5, because no
more than 5 had been present at the last Election of a Member to serve in
Parliament. And finding, that of those 5, 3, including Sir James Grant himself,
were in his interest, these 3 pretended to be the majority of the legal meeting,
chose Sir James Grant Preses, and proceeded to enroll all his ficticious votes, and
to leave out all the reall votes that were

against against them; tho’ the other 11 Barons & Freeholders protested against
that proceeding, and required them to join with them the Majority, who had
chosen John Forbes to their Preses, in revising & setting the Roll.

. This Conduct, ridiculous as it seems to be, Grant held; but what is still more
extraordinary, the Sheriff was, it seems, properly instructed; for tho’ he was
present, and saw the 3 acting against the Eleven, and knew that Grant had no
more than two good Votes to join his original 3, yet he, without hesitation,
accepted of the Roll made up by the 3 (in which all the ficticious Votes are
inserted, and from which Nine of the antient Barrons and Freeholders are
excluded), and rejected that made up by the Eleven, who had admitted all the
good votes, and rejected all the bad, without distinguishing whether they belonged
to friend or foe.

By this Arbitrary Act, the Sheriff has given the right of determining the
Election to ineer Strangers in the County, and scored off Gentlemen possessed of
by much the largest property in the shire; and has so exceedingly and so justly
provoked them, that they have unanimously resolved to prosecute them, and to
seek for redress in the Court of Session; hoping that they may be relieved from
this Oppression before any new Election come on; | dare say, this step will be
imputed to me; but | do assure you, the Gentlemen wanted no prompter; they feel
the sore very sensibly; and | confess I, for my own part, think it more eligible to
have such a simple proceeding complained of and contested here, than above,
where it would not sound to the advantage of those who encouraged it, and might
draw allongst with it Consequences that I should be very sorry for. I semi you a
Copy of the Lybell printed in ‘common form. Glancing it over will give you a
more perfect idea of this transaction.

In Ross Shire | think all the arts & diligence of Col. Munro, and those that
stand by him, must come to very little. It is amasing to me, that a Man so well
known should be encouraged. | have something more to say on this subject then |
choose to trouble you with in this form of Correspondence; but it will keep cold.

What description will be made with you of those transactions, or whether any,
is more than I can tell. The end of giving you this trouble is, that you may be able
to set any false report that may be propagated to rights. | am heartily sorry that the
occupation | have had at home has hindered me to assist in the service of the
common cause so much as is required, and as | wished; but | am confident | am in
no degree to blame for that misfortune, and therefore I make myself as easy as |
can.

As you know I had some jealousy before | left London, and as | have no doubt
fresh hints will be given to Sir Robert to my disadvantage, | intreat you will be so



good to me as to enter with him a little on my subject, and let me know how
matters stand. Your abstaining from touching this matter bears with me the
construction of unwillingness to say what | should not like to hear; but it will be
much more kind to let me know the worst, than to leave me in a state of doubt and
suspicion. | have no other apology to make for such an impertinent Letter, but that
| am sincerely, &c. .

Stony Hill, 27" Oct" 1733.
No. CLXXI.
M” Isabella Sleigh to the Lord Advocate, dated Brodie House, 29* Septr 1735.

o k

My Lord,

I HAVE allways esteem’d you so much, and am so greatly oblig’d to your Lop,
that ‘twas with the most sensible regret | passed twice by Colloden without doing
my

2t self self the honour of waiting on you. Your Lop will easily guess what
occasion’d it; and | hope you’ll not think me guilty of a fault when | was doing
the greatest penance, tho’ not for sins of my own. | wish to God those unhappy
differences betwixt you and Brodie had never had a being; and next to that, that
there may soon be an end to ‘em. ‘Tis now a great many years since | told your
Lop of what consequence your friendship was to my Daughter and me; and tho’ |
know you do us the honour to value us, yet we should be still much happier if you
and the Lyon were as you have been, and if you could forget all the cross
accidents that have happened, and only remember the great friendship there was,
and the relation there still is, betwixt you.

My heart is so full of this unlucky subject, that I could not write to you without
mentioning it. If ‘tis impertinent, 1 beg you’l forgive it; and be pleased to believe,
that no body has a greater respect for your merit, nor a truer gratitude for your
favours, than,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s obliged and most Obedient humble Serv’
ISABELLA SLEIGH.

| would have done myself the honour to write to your Lordshp from Inverness;
but the pain | was in by an overturn (which I still feel), & a hurry of company,
prevented me.

No. CLXXII.

The Lord Advocate to M” Isabella Sleigh, dated Culloden, 2° October 1735.
Madam,

IT was with very great pleasure | saw by the Letter | had the honour to receive
from you of the 29" September, that our unlucky dissentions in this Country have
not been able to dislodge me from the place | was so proud of possessing in your



esteem. Those dissentions produced abundance of uneasiness; but none | felt so
sensibly, as the being locked out from the Conversation of Ladys to whose good
will 1 owed so much, and for whom | had so true a respect. And if the nature of
the disputes, and the manner of carrying them on, had not put it absolutely out of
my power, you may be sure no slight incident, no matter of form, would have ever
prevailed with me to mortify myself so much, as to pass by Brodie House whilst
you and your daughter were in it. But those unhappy differences were begun, and
have been carried on, in such a manner, as leaves it impossible for me (I say it
with great concern), in any consistency with the maxims | have laid down to
myself for the Government of my life, to forget, or even to seem to forgive
hastily, the usage | apprehend I have met with. | say the usage | apprehend, only, |
have met with; because | would not, if it might be had for a wish, desire that
either you or M” Brodie were convinced of the Injustice of it. Since, if one of us
must be in the wrong, it is much more eligible, and will tend much more to your
quiet, that | should be thought the faulty person, than that M" Brodie should
deserve the Blame. But let those Contentions run as high between the Lord Lyon
and me as Indiscretion on either side may push them, | do assure you, with the
greatest sincerity, that nothing can give me greater pleasure than to have it in my
power to do you or your daughter any reall service; and that upon every occasion
wherein your honour or Interest may be concerned,. | shall delight in shewing
how much | am,

Dear Madam,
Your very faithfull and most Obedient humble Servant.



I
No. CLXXIII.

The Lord Advocate to M" Scrope.
Dear Sir,

IT was not my intention to have given you any trouble at this time; but the
Report made to me by my Nephew, John Munro, of your kindness to him, is so
strong, that | cannot forbear expressing my thankfulness. It is true, that,
recollecting the whole tenor of your conduct towards me, | had reason to expect
your good offices to such as | had any near concern in: but the neglect | have for
some time past met with, from those whom | have always served with great
affection and fidelity, places your goodness in such a light, as draws from me all
that my present condition can afford; to wit, wishes that it may be in my power to
return your friendship to yourself, or to any in whom you are any way interested.
As for me, my situation is such as you may guess; disabled to do good, unwilling
to do harm, I live as much as I can the life of a Philosopher; hopeful, from the
lucky turn the Newspapers say our Forreign affairs have taken, that faction and
virulent opposition will be so far quelled at home, that I, who am incapable of
leaving my friends in times of difficulty, may have leave, without imputation or
reproach, to enjoy a little quiet at home, and to retire from a situation for which it
seems | am not fit, and in which I never enjoyed much comfort. But, whatever my
situation may be, you & yours shall ever find me a most faithfull & most humble
Servr .

Edinburgh, i8" Nov’ 1735,

No. CLXXIV.

M" Speaker Onslow to the Lord Advocate.
My Dear Lord,

I AM much beholden to your Lordship for the favour of your Letter, & have a
thousand pardons to ask of you for the trouble I give your Lordship in this matter;
& to shorten it as much as | can, at present, | will only inform Y’ Lordship, that |
have just now rec? the linnen, w™" shall remain as it came, till I have the honour to
kiss your hands here; when, I am sure, you will suffer me, in some shape or
another, to make a return by way of present for this w’* the Royal Burghs have
sent me. | know your Lordship will think this right when you & I talk together of
it; & then I’m sure of your assistance in it. I am, with all imaginable respect, my
Dear Lord,

Your most affectionate,
Leicester-street, ) and ever faithfull Humble Servant,

Dec" the 18™, 1736. AR. ONSLOW.
Il do all I can for poor M" Anderson; but fear my success.
No. CLXXV.



S’ Clair to the Lord Advocate.
No date [probably Jan' 1737.]
My Dear Duncan,

BY last night’s post I had your kind Letter. Our poor Friend M” Fenwick is no
more. | have given Farquhar an account of her death, which I make no doubt

he he communicated to you; so, | reckon, a repetition of that mellancholy storie is
unnessisary: all we that were acquainted withe her have made an irreparable loss;
but she, poor Woman! had suffered so much in hir longe ilnese, that, in kindness
to hir, one shou’d not be sorry she is released, since their was no prospect of hir
being restored to hir health. Not half an hour before she dyed, she received a letter
from George Clark, which she oppened and read with a seeming satissfaction. The
Day befor she sat donne at the head of hir owne Table at Dinner, and in hir
usewall way mind’d all your healths, and in short caryed every thing out to the
last with ane uncommoune spirit. . .

| returne you my hearty thanks for the care you take in assisting my Brother in
his Burgh; as also for makeing your Brother John’s peace with the Kirk, without
giveing him the Trouble of longe conferences and treatys. | reckon your
preliminafys have been better adjusted and understood than those that shall be
nameless. M" Ross has had his affair finished on the plan you left it on; and, |
think, was convinced that Sir Robert cou’d do no more then he did for him, in the
matter of the Rank twixt him and the Duke of Argyle, which he now aquiesses
too.

Thier was a project of the E. of Islay’s agreed too by S" R, for Peter Halden’s

being Commissioner of the Customs in the roome of him whom Vahan has
succeeded too; and that the 1500 pound a year, which is the sallery of a
Commissioner of the Customs and Excise, shou’d be equaly divided betwixt Peter
and the Master of Ross.

When this came to be mentioned to his Maj it’s said he was in a great passion

with the Knight, and ordered him to tell Peter, that he, nor no such Rascall, ever
shou’d have any imployment from him. On this, | heare, Peter has walked for
Scotland, with an intent to sacrifyse the remainder of his days for the good of his
Country in a private way. S" Robert had done nothing in my affair befor his
goeing into Northfolk, but has promised to speake to the Queen of it as soone as
he returnes; which if he do’s, and that | see no apperance of the Prince’s comeing
soon over, it’s verry possible I may visit you in the month of Sep”, when my
waitting as Field Officer will be out. |1 do not heare when the Duke is to sett out
on his reviewing.,

| have not seen Lord Grange since he had his first heareing before the
Chancelour; but I take it for granted, he will lose his plea.

We have been told here, that the President was at the last gasp *; and | think it’s
allowed by every body, that you may be his successor if you please. | have said so
much to you on that head, that I shall trouble you with nothing now upon it; but



assure you, that all your friends will have great cause to be dissatisfied with you if
you refuse it.

The King is now at Hampton Court, and will stay there about three Weeks
longer; from thence he returnes to Richmond, and will live privatly till the middle
or end of August; then he goes to Windsor.

| am, my Dear Duncan, most Affectionately yours,
JA.S CLAIR.

Sir Hugh Dalrymple, Bart, of North Berwick, Lord President of the Session,
died Feb. 1, 1737.

No. CLXXVI.
No. CLXXVI.

M" Ruddiman to the Lord Advocate. .
My. Lord,

I AM sorry | am obliged to inform you, that at five 0’Clock this Afternoon, I
was served with an Order from the House of Peers, to appear as an Evidence
before them with relation to a Bill disabling our Lord Provost, &c. against the
third of May next. It is not unknown to your Lop that besides my advanced Age (I
being some Months gone in my grand Climacterick) | have been accustomed to a
sedentary kind of life; in so much that | have no prospect that it will be practicable
for me to arrive thither against that time. | am therefore advised by some of my
good Friends here to have recourse to your Lop, that in case | do not come up in
time, as | am perswaded | will not be able to do, you will be so good as to
represent my Circumstances to such great persons as you shall judge proper. To
shew my Obedience, | design to set out the Morrow forenoon; but sure no Orders
can be so strick & peremptory as to oblige a man to anything that is inconsistent
with his health, & far less what is above his power. Your Lop’s known generosity
& goodness, of which I have hade many instances, will excuse this trouble, &
prevail with you to represent my case so favourably that 1 may not incur any
hazard by arriving later than the time appointed. | am, with all dutifull Respect,

My Lord,

Edin" 23% April 1737. Your Lop’s most obliged &
most humble Servant,

THO’ RUDDIMAN.

No. CLXXVII.

M" Scrope to the Lord President of the Session. * My Dear Lord, August y*
13", 1737.

| HAVE y* honour of yours of y° 2% y” substance of w™ | communicated to S’
R. W. who spoke of you w™ great respect, & | am confldent will do any thing to
make you easy. At present, little is thought of here, but y* incident w™ lately
happened at Court. Y® removing y® Princess from Hampton Court, w’"out y°



knowledge of ye K. or Q. after there were certaine indications of her being in
labour, hath much increased y® uneasyness y’ was there before; & | see no
prospect of it’s being better. What y* Consequence of it will be, God knows. I
intend next week to go w" my nephew to his House in Somersetshire, where |
hope to be quiet, & am resolved to be troubled w>" no news but what is in y°
prints, W is so seldom true y’ | shall not regard it much. I believe little will be
done about Scotland till my return. I don’t find any thing is determined in what
you hint at about the Customes; nor is it talked of in y* man’ it was when you left
us; we" makes me think they will go on in y® channel they are in. As to poor
Bowles, | don’t know what to say: he is so secreet in every thing y relates to
himself, that | can never guess what would be agreeable to him; & ye unfortunate
affaire of the Isle of Wight hath created such a prejudice agst him, y’ | am affraide
to mention his name; but this | dare not let him know. It being uncertaine where
this will wait on you, | will only add, y" I am w™™ ye utmost regard and esteem,

My Dear Lord,
Yc most affectionate faithful humble Serv’,

J. S.
* Mr. Duncan Forbes was appointed Lord President June a I, 1737.
T No. CLXXVDL No. CLXXVIIL.
M" Henry Fane to the Lord President. My Lord, The 13S’ Sep’ 1737,

| TAKE the liberty to acquaint you, that Lord Harrington has talk’d w~
M'Solenthal, the Danish Minister, ab> the Affair of M" Wightman, who has
promised to write home to his Court; & my Lord has wrote to M" Titley to use
proper instances for obtaining satisfaction. In the mean time, the last subsidy is
stopp’d; and | think a line from you to my Lord & S' R. W. may make the matter
more easily finished.

My Uncle & | returned Sunday from a progress to Lyme, & my Brother’s
house in Somersetshire; where we left him very well.

There was a great scour yesterday at S’ James’s, to get the P. & Princesse’s
Baggage out of the house, pursuant to the order he rece’d Saturday by the D* of
Grafton, Richmond, & the E. of Pembroke, to be gone by y  time. The message
they delivered was long, & | hope to send you a Copy of it next Post. Every one is
forbid paying court to them, under the penalty of non-Admittance into their
Majesties Presence.

| am, w’" the most perfect Respect,
My Lord,

Your Lordp” most faithful & obed humble Serv®,
HEN. FANE.
No. CLXXIX.



The Duke of Argyll to the Lord President, Dated Adderbury, Oct’ y* 9™ 1737’
Dear Duncan,

| HAVE last post receav’d your Letter, & doe not doubt but you will believe
that 1 am most sincerely thankful for y° vast trouble you have been at to doe me
good. | am very fare from not having my expectations answered; for, upon my
word, | took it f