MAY 1898

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

SCOTTISH HISTORY SOCIETY

VOLUME XXVII

MURRAY OF BROUGHTON’s MEMORIALS






Walker & Bootall ph fc

PRINCE CHARLES in infancy.

From a miniature, formerly the property
of John Murray of Broughton, now in
the possession of Her Majesty the Queen.



MEMORIALS OF

JOHN MURRAY
OF BROUGHTON

SOMETIME SECRETARY TO

PRINCE CHARLES EDWARD
1740-1747
Edited, with an Introduction, Notes and
an Appendix of Original documents, by

ROBERT FITZROY BELL

EDINBURGH
Printed at the University Press by T. and A. CONSTABLE
for the Scottish History Society

1898



N.B. —The Notes printed in the larger type belong to the original Manuscripts, and are indicated

with the signs *,f,%, etc.

3

The present Editor’s Notes are in the smaller type, and are indicated by figures, *, 2, 3, etc.



Contents

L07o T 1 7= 01 £ OO PSP OPR PP 6
INTRODUCTION ...c.eteittteieeteet ettt ettt s bt s bee st e bt e bt e bt e sheesae e s a bt e b e e bt eabeesaeesmteeateebeesbeesaeesanesabeeseennes 11
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE ADHERENTS OF THE HOUSE OF STUART, 1740-1745. .................. 31
PART Tl et ettt sttt e b e e s bt e s bt e s at e et e et e e sbeesaeesatesabesabeebeenbeesaeesateentean 122
THE EXPEDITION FROM THE PRINCE’s LANDING TO HIS ARRIVAL AT DERBY .....ccevcieeeiieenieeniieenieeene 122
MURRAY’s MOVEMENTS AFTER CULLODEN.........cooiiiiiiiiitenee ettt e e s 181
PART IV ettt ettt b e s bt sh e e s at e e et e et e e bt e she e s at e et e et e e b e e b e e ehe e e Rt e e ateeateenbeenreenaeenas 220
TWO LETTERS REGARDING THE EARL OF TRAQUAIR ..ottt 220
APPENDIIX | ottt st sttt et e s bt e s bt e s ae e sat e et e e bt e bt e sbeesaeeeat e et e e nbeenheesaneea 244
LETTERS FROM THE STUART PAPERS AT WINDSOR......ccoocttiiiiiiiiteniteenieesieeesiteesieeesieeesireesneeesree e 244
N O, 2 ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e a b e s b et e ate e e be e e su b e e st e e e hte e e b et e aabee e bee e beee e beeenhbeeeabeesabaeesbeenane 245
No. 3. JAMES EDGAR TO JOHN MURRAY .....tiiiiitiieeeitt ettt ettt sire e st e ssvteesbeessateesabeesveeesareesane 245
No. 4. COPY OF AN ENCLOSURE WITH THE LETTER TO JOHN MURRAY .....cccoiiiiiniinieniennieeniee s 247
No. 5. JAMES EDGAR TO JOHN MURRAY .....otiitiiitiiiteiieeie ettt sttt sree st st seeesteesbeesaeesneeeas 247
No. 6. JAMES EDGAR TO JOHN MURRAY .....otiiiiiiiitieittesiee sttt et ste e sstteesbeessaseesabeesveeesabeennne 248
No. 7. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ......eiiiiieite ettt ettt ettt e svae e s e e 248
No. 8. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER .....coiiiiiiiiieeieee ettt st 249
No. 9. THE CHEVALIER TO PRINCE CHARLES .....cc..oiitiiiiieeieestee ettt sttt e e s 250
No. 10. THE CHEVALIER TO PRINCE CHARLES .......coitiiiieieeieeteesite ettt sttt e s 251
No. 11. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ...c...ciitiiiiiieeieestee sttt sttt et e e s 253
No. 12. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ....c..eiiiiiiiieee ettt 253
No. 13. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ...cc..eiiiiiiiiieee ettt st 254
No. 14. JOHN MURRAY TO THE PRINCE .......ooiiiiiieiieiieete ettt sttt s 254
MEMORIAL FOR SIR JAMES CAMPBELL OF AUCHENBRECK TO MR. JAMES EDGAR. .......cccceeveeneennane 255
No. 15. JOHN MURRAY TO THE PRIXCE ....cuttiitiiitteiteiieeie ettt sttt sat e st saee et e sbeesaeesaeeeae 257
No. 16. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ...c...ciiiiiiieieeie ettt ettt sttt 260
No. 17. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ....c..ciiiiiiiiieeeeeereeste ettt sttt e 261
No. 18. THE CHEVALIER TO PRINCE CHARLES .......coitiiiiiieeieeteeseeste ettt st st 262
No. 19. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ....c..ciiiiiiiiieeeeieesee ettt sttt e 263

No. 20. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ... .ottt 263



No. 21. THE CHEVALIER TO PRINCE CHARLES ......coiiiiiiiiieciieittteeciret et 263

No. 22. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ....ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieieeeeeeeteeeeeeeee ettt e e eeee e ee e eeeeeeeeeees 263
No. 23. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ......ccctiittiierieitteieste ettt st 265
No. 24. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ......cocttittiierieitteiesie ettt ettt 266
No. 25. THE PRINCE TO THE CHEVALIER ....ccuteitiitieieiteeteie sttt ettt st st st eaeas 267
No. 26. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieieieieteeeteteteeeeeee ettt e ee e e e e e eeeeeeeees 267
No. 27. EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM LORD SEMPIL TO THE KING ....ccceviiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 268
No. 28. LORD JOHN DRUMMOND TO THE CHEVALIER ......cccttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeees 268
No. 29. THE PRINCE TO THE CHEVALIER ....ccutiitiitieieiteeieie sttt sttt sttt e sbe e 269
No. 30. THE PRINCE TO THE CHEVALIER ...ccutitieiieieteeteie sttt ettt ettt sttt st sne e 269
No. 31. THE CHEVALIER TO THE PRINCE ....cutiitiitiiieiteeiesie sttt ettt sttt sttt saesae e sneeaeas 270
No. 32. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ...c.cceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieieeeeeteeeeeeeee et eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesseseesesesenes 272
No. 33. THE PRINCE TO THE CHEVALIER ....cceiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeessessessssesseseseees 273
No. 34. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE CHEVALIER ......coitiitiiieieitteie sttt sttt st st 273
Il PAPERS FROM THE RECORD OFFICE AND THE BRITISH MUSEUM .......ccccoooiviiiiniiienieeene 275
No. 1. LIST OF LETTERS AND PAPERS TAKEN AT COL. CECIL’s, WITH OBSERVATIONS.........cccceeverruennen. 276
No. 2. THE EXAMINATION OF COLONEL WILLIAM CECIL OF MASHAM STREET, WESTMINSTER ......... 277
No. 3. THE LORD JUSTICE CLERK TO THE DUKE OF NEWGCASTLE .....cc.cocteiiiniirienienieeienieeeeie e 279
No. 4. LORD ELCHO TO LORD JUSTICE CLERK ......cecteitirienienieeienieetentesieeee st eate st sieeee e eaee b saeeneesneeaees 280
No. 5. SIR EVERARD FAWKENER TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF NEWGCASTLE ......cooviiiiiiiiiiieieee e 281
No. 6. HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE LORD JUSTICE CLERK ......ccoviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee 282
No. 7. LORD JUSTICE CLERK TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE.......cccoiiieeieeeeieeeee e 282
(60 o) TN 285
No. 8. THE EXAMINATION OF CHARLES, EARL OF TRAQUAIR......ccottttttiiriiiirieiiieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 285
No. 9. EXAMINATION OF JOHN MU11RAY OF BROUGHTON, ESQ., IN THE COUNTY OF PEEBLES....... 286
No. 10. Mr. Murray’s Examination Relating To Sir JOhn DougIas .......ccceeeecviieeeiiieieceee e 295
No. 11. THE FURTHER EXAMINATION OF JOHN MURRAY OF BROUGHTON, ESQ. ......ccccuvveeeerienininns 295
No. 12. ACCOUNT OF THE HIGHLAND CLANS BY JOHN MURRAY OF BROUGHTON.........cccccceeeieiininnes 297
NO. 13. JOHN IMURRAY TO ...ttt ettt ettt st et sbe et e sbeshte bt sae et e s bt sabenbesbeenbesbeestebesaeensennesanen 300
NO. 14. JOHN IMURRAY TO ...ttt sttt sttt st et steshe et e sbeshte st sat et e s bt eabesbesbeensesbeeseebesueensennesanan 301
NO. 15. JOHN IMURRAY TO ...ttt ettt sttt sbe et she et e sbesat et sae et e s bt eabenbesbeenbesbeeseenbesneensennesanan 302

No. 16. ANEAS MACDONALD TO THE DUKE OF NEWGCASTLE.........coitiiiieeiiieeeeeeeee e 302



No. 17. THE FURTHER EXAMINATION OF JOHN MURRAY OF BROUGHTON, ESQ., ETC. ..........cecuuvenne 303

No. 18. JOHN MURRAY TO [ANDREW STONE] ......cuttiiiiiitieiiiieeiiiteeesiiieeessreeeesseeeeesssssesessnssesssssseessns 307
NO. L9 ettt ettt ettt b e bt bt s a e ea et e bt e bt e bt e eh et e et e e bt e b e e beeabeeeheeeate et e e beenneenraeeas 307
No. 20. DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD JUSTICE CLERK ........ceiteiiiiiirieeieeieeniee sttt s 311
Extract of Mr. MUrray’s EXamination. .......ccoccuiieeiiiiiee et cccieee et eeette e e e sitee e e eate e e s enteeesenaneeesnnes 312
No. 21. LORD TRAQUAIR: MR, MURRAY’S EXAMINATION ....coiiiiiiiiiriiieeeecireeeciireeessreeeessveeeessnneeeens 313
No. 22. EXTRACT OF MR. MURRAY’S EXAMINATION ....cetiiiiiiieeiciieeeeciiee e ecireeessveeeessveeeessnveeeesnnneeaens 314
No. 23. THE FURTHER EXAMINATION OF JOHN MURRAY OF BROUGHTON, ESQ. ....cccceevrrrrrrrrrrererennns 315
No. 24. DR. BARRY: MR. MURRAY’S EXAMINATION .....cooiiiiiiiiiieiieniienee ettt sttt et 316
No. 25. Murray’s Examination Relating To Lord Traquair, Sir J. Douglas, And Dr. Barry........cccccuuueee.. 317
(e o I I - 1o [V =11 PPNt 317
T o] a T a T o TU =4 1= TSRS 317
(DT = 7= o NN 318
No. 26. JNO. SHARPE TO [THOMAS RAMSDEN]....cccttitiiiieieenieesite sttt sttt e sbe e s e saee e 318
No. 27. SIR D. RYDER TO HIS GRACE YE D. OF NEWGCASTLE .......eeiiiiiieieeieeeeteenee sttt 319
No. 28. JNO. SHAHPE TO THOMAS RAMSDEN, ESQ. ....cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciii e 319
No. 29. THE EXAMINATION OF JOHN MURRAY OF BROUGHTON, ESQ. ....ccevvvririririreeererereeerereeeeeeeeeeenes 320
No. 30. THE FURTHER EXAMINATION OF JOHN MURRAY OF BROUGHTON, ESQ. ....cccccevvrrrrrrerrerenennns 325
No. 31.J. MURRAY TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE .....cocueiiiieienieetenienieete sttt st s sne e 326
No. 32. LORD TRAQUAIRE TO THE DUKE OF NEWGCASTLE ....ccceiiiiiieetee ettt eeeeeee e e 326
NO. 33. J. IMURRAY TO ... etteee ettt ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e e s nabe et e e e e e e e nsreeeeaeeeesannseneeeeeeeasaannrnnes 327
ENCIOSUIE ...ttt ettt e bt e bt e s bt e s a e e s ae e s ab e et e e b e e bt e ebeesaeeeabeeabe e beenbeesaeesaneea 327
NO. 34. J. IMURRAY Tttt sttt ettt sttt sb ettt sbe et sheeste bt sae et e s bt easenbesbe e b e sbeeseenbesaeensenbesaeen 327
THE EXAMINATION OF ZENEAS MACDONALD.......utttttittiiiteieteietiiiitieeeieieiebaeeeaeeeaeaeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeanaeaeanane. 328
No. 36. EARL OF TRAQUAIR TO [THE DUKE OF NEWGCASTLE] ...cccuvtiriieenieenieeeiteesieeenireesreesieeesvee e 330
NO. 37. JOHN MURRAY TO ...eiiiiiiiiiiittieee ettt e e ettt e e e e e s e abe et e e e e e e sansreeeeaeeeesannneneeeeeeeasaannnnnes 331
NO. 38. J. IMURRAY TO ... ittt ettt ettt et e e e ettt e e e e e s e aab et e e e e e e e e s anereeeeeeeeesnnrenaeaaeesannns 331
111 LETTERS AND MINUTES FROM THE ARCHIVES OF THE FRENCH FOREIGN OFFICE...... 333
NO. 1. THE CHEVALIER TO AMELOT ....eiiiitieitetenitete sttt siee st site st sie et st st et saeebesbeestenbesneensesneeanes 333
No. 2. THE CHEVALIER TO THE KING OF FRANCE ........cocteitrteienientenieeieete st et st sieete e ente st saeeeesveeaees 333
NO. 3. VILLENEUVE TO AMELOT ...ttt ettt sttt sttt st et be st sbe et bt et et saeesesneeaees 334

NO. 4. FOREIGN OFFICE MINUTE.....cci ittt ettt e s e s s e e s e e s e e e e samne e e e sannneeenan 335



No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

S5.VILLENEUVE TO AMELOT ... e e e e e e e e e e 335
6. VILLENEUVE TO AMELOT . .. e e e e e e 336
7. NOTE BY LORD SEMPILL ...ttt ettt e ettt e e e e s et e e e e e s e s mnnnee 336
8. MARSHAL SAXE TO [AMELOT] ...utttiiieeeite et sieeesiteestee st e esteeesbeessaeeessteesbeesssbeesnsnesnnsessnsessnsnes 336
9. THE EARL MARISCHAL TO [D’ARGENSON]....ccicttiiittiinieeeiieenieesieeesreesreesaresssreesnanessseessnvessnnns 337
10. [D'ARGENSON] TO IMARSHAL SAXE .....uuuurireeeeeeeeeeiireeeeeeeeesssisreseeesessesssssasssesssessassssssssessssessssssssseees 338
11. FOREIGN OFFICE MINUTE.....euutititiiitiiitiiiiiteiietitittes s sssssssessssnananas 338
12. FOREIGN OFFICE MINUTE.....etutiiiiititiiitiiiiiteiitititet e sssssssesssssnananes 338
13. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE KING OF FRANCE.......ccetttiiiiiititeeee e eeiiette e e et e e e 338
14. THE CHEVALIER TO D’ARGENSON .....ooiiiiiiiiieeeiieesieesieeeseteesteeeseteesteessaeeesnbeessaeesnsessseessnseess 340
15. FOREIGN OFFICE MINUTE...ccetiiiiititteee ettt ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e annreeeeeeas 340
16. PRINCE CHARLES TO D’ARGENSON ....coiiciiiiiiiiiieeecireee e ecieee e ssiireeessetaeessssaeeessasaeeessnsaeeessnnaneasas 341
17. FOREIGN OFFICE MINUTE.....ututititititiiitiiiteiiit it ssssssssssssssssssasnnas 341
18. PRINCE CHARLES TO [D’ARGENSON] ....cuuttiiieeecieeenieesieeestteesreeestseesteessseessnseesssnessssessssessssseess 341
19. PRINCE CHARLES TO O'BRYEN .....utiiiieiiititeiieeeieeesieesteeestteesteeesvaeesaseesseessnseesnsaeesssessnseesssseenn 342
20. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE KING OF FRANCE........eetttiiiiiiiitetee ettt et e e e e 342
21. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE KING OF FranCe...cceceeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 343
22. THE CHEVALIER TO KING LOUIS XV. e e e e e e s e e e s e e e s e e e e s e s e e e e e e e s e s e e e e 343
23. MEMOIRE BY THE EARL MARISCHAL. ... e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e 344
24. DEGUILLES TO D’ARGENSON .....ovvvvvetetetetetetetesesesesesessssesasssesssssssssssssssssssesssesesesesesessssssasenes 345
25. MEMOIRE BY IMAUREPAS ...ttt ettt ettt e e e ettt e e e e et e e e e e s s nnreeeeeeas 345
26. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE KING OF FRANCE........ctttttiiiiiiiiettee ettt e et e e e e eee s 347
27. THE EARL MARISCHAL TO [D’ARGENSON]....ciiiititieiiiieee ettt eestee e ssree e ssree e s savee e s snree e s snraeas 347
28. SHERIDAN TO...uiiiiiiiieiieiittetee ettt ettt et e s s a et e e s s s eae e e e e s s e snnreeeeeeas 348
29. PRINCE CHARLES TO THE KING OF FRANCE..... oo e e s ee e e e e e e e e e e 348
30. O’HEGUERTY TO D ARGENSON ...cuteeutteteesttesuteeuteeteebeesbeesteesutesueeeteesbeesbeesaeesatesabeebeenbeesneesneesnsean 349
31. FOREIGN OFFICE IMINUTE. ... .uuttiitiiiieeitteee e e e ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e s e snnbeeeeeeeeesannbeeeeeeeeesannnenes 349
32. PROJET DE LETTRE ...etttteeieieiiettete e e e ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e e et ee e e e e e s sansbaeeeeaeeeeaannneeeeeeeeesannnnnes 349
33. D’ARGENSON TO HIS BROTHER. ...cutteutteieenieeniee st ettt ettt st sttt e sbe e s st sn e b e meesmeesmeeeneeen 350
34. MEMORIAL TO D’ARGENSON ....coiiiiiitiiiitenite ettt st site e steessateesiteesbaeesabeessbaessateesabaeennns 350
35. PRINCE CHARLES TO D’ARGENSON .....otiiiiiiiiiieiiieenieeeiteenieesieeesareesiteesveeesaseesssnesnssesssaesnsees 350

LT O 2T V=T o T o T USSP 351



NO. 37. D’ARGENSON TO O/BYREN ...ceevviiiiiiiiiiieieieeeteieeeeeeeeeeereseeeresererererereeererereseeetereseterereeeeereerereeerrrerereee 351

NO. 38. FOREIGN OFFICE IMINUTE.......ettttitiiiiieitee ettt e e e ettt e e e e s e e ee e e e e e e e s mneseeeeeeeeesannnenes 352
NO. 39. FOREIGN OFFICE IMINUTE.......ettttiiiiiitiete ettt e e e ettt e e e e e e e ee e e e e e e e s anmnereeeeeeeeesannnenes 352
MEMOIRE d€ M. A EGUIIES. ettt ettt et e et e e e st e e e e sbte e e e sbeeeeesseneeesnnes 352

NO. 40. O'HEGUERTY TO D ARGENSON ....eceuttterureeeureenireesreeesseesseessseeesseessuseesseessseeesaseesssseesseesasesesaseesnns 352
IV AQAITIONAT NOLES. ...ouvieeeeiieieie sttt ettt sttt e te e et e st e esaestesseensessesssessesssensessesnsensesseans 354
NO. 1. MACGREGOR OF BALHALDIE ......cotttiiiiiitttee ettt e e ettt e e e e s s eneree e e e e e e e sanseneeeeeeeeeeannnenes 354

No. 2. THE EARL OF TRAQUAIR ...ttt sttt st e e s e e sanne e e 355



INTRODUCTION

Murray, the writer of the Memorials here printed for the first time, was a member of a family of
respectable antiquity even in Scotland. In the reign of James IV, William, the second son of
Murray of Philiphaugh, married the heiress of the ancient house of Romanno of that Ilk. Their
great-grandson acquired the lands of Stanhope, and was knighted by Charles I. He was also
proprietor of the lands and barony of Broughton in Peeblesshire (charter dated 21% December
1635). His son William, a staunch loyalist, was fined £2000 by Cromwell, and was rewarded with
a baronetcy by Charles I1. The estate of Broughton was sold by him, possibly to meet Cromwell’s
exactions. His son Sir David married first the Lady Anne Bruce, daughter of the second Earl of
Kincardine, who died leaving five sons and three daughters; second, Margaret, daughter of Sir
John Scott of Ancrum and widow of Thomas Scott of Whitside. John Murray was the second of
seven children by this marriage, and was born in 1715.> Murray’s father is described by Lockhart
of Carnwath as “a person of great worth and honour.” In 1726 he had acquired from Sir Duncan
Campbell of Lochnell the estate of Ardnamurchan, with the lead mines of Strontian, which he was
intent on developing, and for this purpose travelled frequently from Peeblesshire through the
Highlands to the West Coast. Lockhart thought this peripatetic life marked him as most suitable for
a Jacobite agent, and broached the subject to him. Murray of Stanhope, however, while professing
continued affection and loyalty to the Stuarts, and promising to draw his sword whenever there
was to be “a general effort for restoring the king and kingdom of Scotland,” demurred to
undertaking any plotting. He would think upon and undertake no other business save the
improvement of his estate, and he adds, “Besides, when | got my life after the last affair [the
Fifteen] I entered into engagements that will not allow me to be active in contriving or carrying on
measures against the Government, tho’ when there’s a push to be made I’ll venture all with the
first.” He was not, however, tempted to break his engagements in this way, as he died before the
Forty-Five. The writer in the Dictionary of National Biography seems to have confounded this
prudent landlord with his grandson, Sir David, who, though only a youth of twenty in 1745, did
take his part with his uncle of Broughton.

A genealogy of the family given in the appendix to this volume shows the extensive connections
of the Murrays with well-known Scots families.

John Murray was educated at the University of Edinburgh, where, in March 1732, he entered the
class of Professor Adam Watt, and in the following year he again attended Professor Watt’s
lectures and also those of Professor John Stevenson. Watt was Professor of Humanity from 1728 to
1734, and Stevenson of Logic and Metaphysics from 1730 to 1774. On 1% October 1735, Joannes
Murray, Scoto-Britannicus, matriculated at Leyden as studiostis juris: his age is given as twenty.
He spent about two years at Leyden, and then, full of the principles of his father, who had been
“out in the Fifteen,” he went to Rome. On August 20", 1737, he was initiated into the mysteries of
Freemasonry in the Roman Lodge. This Lodge was instituted in 1735, and when Murray joined it

' ! The Genuine Memoirs, followed by the writer in the Dictionary of National Biography, state
that Murray was born in 1718, but his own statement in the register of the University of Leyden,
that he was twenty in 1735. seems conclusive evidence that the Genuine Memoirs are wrong. It is
also improbable that he was initiated into the Roman Lodge before he was twenty-one: in fact it is
almost certain that he was “of full age” before August 1737. | have therefore accepted the Leyden
statement, and accordingly placed his birth in the year of the Fifteen.



the Earl of Winton was Master (“Great Master,” as he signs himself in the minute-book, now in
possession of the Grand Lodge of Scotland); while among the members present were Allan
Ramsay the painter, and John Stuart, Lord Traquair’s brother. Murray’s initiation took place at the
last meeting of the Lodge, which had its room first at “Joseppie’s in the Corso,” and latterly at
“The Three Kings, Strada Paolina.” Clement XII was, like his successors, opposed to
Freemasonry. He suppressed the Lodge, and sent the Tyler to the prison of the Inquisition for a
brief period ““as a warning to others.”

A pamphlet entitled The Genuine Memoirs of John Murray, late Secretary to the Young
Pretender, published in 1747, and accepted by many later writers, is not trustworthy.? It states, for
example, that Murray was not in Rome till 1741, and then proceeds to give an account of his
introduction to the royal exiles, which may or may not be true. Murray himself gives us little
information as to this part of his life. In his examination (p. 480) he states that in 1738 he was
frequently with Prince Charles in Home, but was never introduced to the Chevalier. From the fact
he records, that when he saw Prince Charles in Paris in 1744, the Prince did not know him by
name, but remembered having previously seen him at Rome, two things may be inferred, that
Prince Charles had the royal gift of remembering faces, and that Murray’s relations with the little
Court at Rome could not have been intimate.

On leaving Rome, Murray “returned through Germany to Holland,” and then to Scotland via
Rotterdam and Sunderland. In December 1738 Murray was back in Edinburgh, for then we find
that he was affiliated to the Masonic Lodge, Canongate Kilwinning No. 2, the Earl of Kilmarnock
being then Grand Master. He does not seem to have attended the Lodge with regularity: he was
present in|December 1742, and on St. Andrew’s Day, 1743, took office in Grand Lodge as Junior
Grand Warden. It is interesting to note that wherever his name or signature appears in the
transactions of Lodge Canongate Kilwinning they have been erased.

> The Genuine Memoirs are inaccurate in several matters. They state that Prince Henry went to
France with his brother in 1745. We know that Charles went alone in 1744. Mr. Hunter is called
“Huntley,” and Polmood Primoude. An apocryphal story is given of how Murray, after the
Prince’s landing, rode from Inverlochy to within eight miles of Edinburgh, bearing a letter from
the Prince to “a certain nobleman, whom, indeed, to gain was gaining everything.” Murray is said
to have been present at Culloden, etc. etc.

* A facsimile of the first minute in which his name appears and has been subsequently erased is
here given, by the courtesy of Lodge Canongate Kilwinning No. 2.









After Murray’s return to Scotland in 1738, his relations with the adherents of the house of Stuart
became closer, though he says little of the period between 1738 and 1740. He seems to have been
selected by that loyal servant of the Stuarts, James Edgar, as a suitable correspondent in Scotland,
and when age and illness rendered Colonel Urquhart unable to conduct the official correspondence
between Scotland and Rome, Murray was chosen by him as his successor. Colonel Urquhart’s post
cannot well be defined: suffice to say that he was the recognised channel by which the Scottish
Jacobites communicated with their king at Rome. Murray’s appointment as official correspondent
was ratified by James, provided the Duke of Hamilton, who was considered head of the party,
approved. This duke seems to have played a cautious part. He was sought by Jacobites and Whigs.
James sent him the Thistle and the Garter: George Il decorated him with the Thistle. He managed
his cards well, however, and at his death in 1743 none could have said what part he would have
played had a rising taken place in his lifetime: in 1715 and 1718 he was but a boy. He, however,
gave the required consent to Murray’s appointment, and was regarded as the hope of the party, till
his conduct with regard to Murray’s request that he should join in the raising of a war fund in 1741
caused doubts as to his sincerity, in Murray’s mind at any rate. His son, who was only twenty-one
in 1745, gave £1500 to the cause, but, so far as | know, that fact has been concealed till now.
Suspicious of him the government may have been, but Dukes of Hamilton had often been
suspected of more personal treasons to reigning sovereigns. His high position, and the fact that his
overt acts during Prince Charles’s expedition, were all that the government could desire, prevented
any investigation of his views. There is no doubt that like many others he would gladly have seen
the Stuarts at St. James’s on his own terms, but the Forty-Five was not an adventure to his liking.

Murray’s appointment, which, as he is careful to point out, brought him no salary, led naturally
to his acquaintance with all the leading Jacobites in Scotland, Highland and Lowland, while
Traquair seems to have acted as emissary between the Scots and English leaders of the party.

Soon after 1738 Murray married Margaret, daughter of Colonel Robert Ferguson, brother of
William Ferguson of Cailloch, in Nithsdale. He also, about the same time, bought back the
ancestral estate of Broughton. There are Murrays of Broughton in Galloway, and some confusion
has resulted. Hill Burton, in The Scot Abroad, indeed goes out of his way to throw a stone at the
author of these Memorials when he accuses him of calling his “cottage and paddock” by the name
of the seat of a respectable family, in order that he might be mistaken for a Wigtonshire Murray, a
charge which has no foundation save in that estimable author’s imagination. Broughton, in
Peeblesshire, was a barony long before John Murray was born, and so far from his estate being a
cottage aArle a paddock, it cost him £6000, and he sold it for £16,000, while in 1769 it was valued at
£22,000.

The first portion of the Memorials deals in detail with the arrangements for a descent under
Prince Charles. The eldest son of the Chevalier was then twenty-four years of age. He had seen
some service in Italy under his relative, the Duke of Berwick, and burned to retrieve the fortunes of
his house. In the APPENDIX
| to this volume is printed a letter from theNo. 22.

THE CHEVALIER TO KING Louls xVv., which must dispose for ever of one of the most foolish

* Mr. George Murray has in his possession the missives of sale of Broughton, of date 24™ May
1764. It was purchased by Mr. Dickson of Havannah, whose agent was Mr. Walter Scott, W.S.
(father of Sir Walter), Murray’s agent being Mr. Thomas Tod, W.S. Murray’s historic visit to
George Square, when the teacup was broken, had to do with this transaction.



charges made against the hero of the Forty-Five. It has been stated by many, who ought to have
known better, that Prince Charles came to Scotland against his father’s will, and that his intention
was to grasp the Crown and throw his father over. It is of little consequence to speculate what
arrangement might have been come to had George Il retired to Hanover. The fact remains that
James was anxious that Charles should make an attempt to regain his inheritance, but that he
himself was determined to end his days in Rome. Charles, in a letter of 12" June 1745, published
by Lord Mahon, protests energetically against any declaration of this intention. “Sovereigns upon
the throne can do such things; and even then it is not advisable; but a private man ruins himself and
his family in doing on’t.” No character in history has been so little understood as the Prince who
was proclaimed at Perth as eighth of his name. In 1744 he was fifty-six years of age, a widower, in
bad health, his spirit broken by the persistent bad luck of his whole life, like his father and his son
Henry, a devout and consistent Catholic. For him the day of adventure was over, and with that
calm wisdom, which shows itself constantly in his charming letters to his sons, he recognised that
he would be miserable in London, while he might be more than contented at Rome. Here he would
have been surrounded by heretics, and his religion would have been a perpetual stumbling-block;
there he would be the Pope’s best friend, and could exercise a delightful influence in the way of
making cardinals and bishops. He chose his part, and as he said to Louis XV, it only remained to
select the time when his determination should be made known. This, then, was the true position of
affairs when Prince Charles set forth from Rome.

In the previous year preparations had been begun for a rising. Murray tells us what was doing in
Scotland and in England, and he gives an account of a visit he paid to France in the beginning of
1743. He arrived in that country just after the death of Cardinal Fleury, in whom the Stuarts lost a
powerful friend. Europe was still in the throes of the war. Dettingen was a blow to France, Broglie
had been driven out of Germany; and, in short, the time had come for France to retrieve her
position, as the prospects of a satisfactory peace were illusory. It is impossible and unnecessary to
enter into detail as to the grounds of the hope of the Jacobites, that France would at once attempt an
invasion of England. That hope was nearly realised the following year, and indeed, but for the
friendly elements which again saved England, it seems almost certain that Saxe would have landed
in 1744. When Murray arrived in France in January 1743, he, after some weeks of waiting, was
presented to Amelot du Chaillu, Minister for Foreign Affairs, by the Jacobite agent Sempill, whose
acquaintance also he now made for the first time. Nothing came of these negotiations save friendly
compliments, and Murray’s appointment as captain a la suite in Rothe’s Irish Regiment.® In March
Murray returned to London, visiting the Duke of Perth at York on his way home to Broughton.
Little or nothing seems to have been done for some months. In January 1744, Macgregor (often
called Drummond) of Bohaldy went to Rome, and it seems probable that he accompanied Prince
Charles during part, at least, of his journey to Paris, where he arrived in February of that year.
Bohaldy sent home from Rome accounts of a projected invasion in which Prince Charles or the
Earl Marischal were to take part; and after his return to Paris he again roused the excitement of the
Scots Jacobites by writing that Prince Charles and Marshal Saxe might land in England at any
moment. These messages, though apparently definite, seem somehow to have proved quite

> This French Commission is extant and in possession of Mr. George Murray. By it “Le Sieur Jean
Murray” is appointed “Capitaine Reformé a la suite du Regiment Irlandois de Rothe.” It is given at
Versailles on 20" February 1743, and is signed “Louis” and Marc Pierre Devoyer D”Argenson.
Marc Pierre, Minister of War, was brother of Renée Louis, Marquis D’Argenson, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, 1744-47, and author of the Mémoires.



unconvincing, and the leaders of the party in Scotland determined to send some one to Paris to
represent their views to the Prince, and at the same time give him trustworthy information. Murray
was chosen for this mission. He ostensibly went over to visit friends in the army in Flanders. There
he met Bohaldy and went with him privately to Paris. The French Foreign Office was aware of
Murray’s visit to the Low Countries and of his meeting Bohaldy there, but this captain of the
Macgregors seems, for no very ostensible reason, to have kept Murray’s further progress
concealed. All that the French Government was told was, that Murray had come to report on the
state of Scotland, and that in consequence of his report Bohaldy found that fewer arms were
necessary than had been anticipated, as the chiefs had armed their clans. Bohaldy’s whole
behaviour about the proposed purchase of arms at this time is mysterious. Murray’s statements on
this matter are probably true, and are corroborated to some extent by the minute of the French
Foreign Office (v. p. 504).

Murray saw Prince Charles for the first time since 1738 in Paris in July or August 1744. He
exposed Bohaldy’s deception in the matter of his purchase of arms to the Prince and presented a
Memorial (p. 376) setting forth his grievances against Drummond-Macgregor. In his evidence at
Lovat’s trial (p. 80 of the Official Report) Murray insists almost vehemently that he endeavoured
both by argument with the Prince and by stronger remonstrances addressed to Sir Thomas
Sheridan to dissuade Prince Charles from coming to Scotland without French aid. There is every
reason to believe that Murray was telling the truth. The charges that he incited the Prince to come
under any circumstances are not supported by any evidence that | have seen. They remain the bare
assertions of disappointed and ruined men whose loyalty led them to shift the blame of the
disastrous enterprise on to the shoulders of the dog who had the worst name. Prince Charles
himself always accepted full responsibility for the step, and never sought to screen himself at the
expense of any of his followers—ready as he was to charge Lord George Murray with treason for
his conduct during the campaign.

Prince Charles’s letter to his father, written on 12" June 1745,% proves that he was misinformed
as to the state of feeling in Britain. He says: “In fine our friends without saying it directly have
spoke in such a manner that | plainly saw, iff the Winter and Spring passed over without some
attempt, they wou’d rise of themselves in spite of all I could say or do to prevent it, not doubting
but they wou’d succeed iff in the least seconded, and that the worst that could happen them was to
dye in ye field, which was preferable to living any longer in misery and oppression.”

If these were the Prince’s views as to the position of affairs in Scotland, and were not merely
stated as an excuse for the enterprise on which he had then determined, a grave responsibility
attaches to some. “Our friends” may include Murray, but these words prove that he alone had not
misled the Prince. The evidence of the Prince’s letters, apart from Murray’s own statements in his
Memorials, seems rather to show that Murray, while practical and energetic (Sempill and
Macgregor showed neither quality), was full of enthusiasm or, probably, inspired by the presence
of the Prince, had expressed his hopes in language which led them to appear better founded than in
his cooler moments he knew them to be. That he urged the Prince to come without French aid is
improbable. That he accepted the Prince’s statement that he would do so, and that his arguments
against such a course were feeble and easily overborne, is almost certain. In recalling the
circumstances of the interviews between the Prince and Murray, it must be remembered that both
were young men—the one twenty-four, the other not quite thirty years of age—and also that the

® Printed by Lord Mahon, History of England, vol. iii., Appendix.



Prince, ambitious, enthusiastic, and persuaded of the justice of his cause, was ready to listen rather
to what he wanted to believe than to plain unvarnished fact. He had had enough of cautious
inactivity from Sempill and Bohaldy. His letter of the 12" June, however, shows pretty
conclusively that he alone was responsible for his expedition, and that though Murray might have
done nothing to cool his ardour, the position of affairs in Europe and the British defeat at Fontenoy
were the determining causes. George Il was in Hanover, a large number of troops were shut up in
Flanders, the people were sick of a war in which England apart from Hanover had no clear interest.
Jealous of Hanover and disgusted at the favour shown to the Electorate and its troops, taxed to
provide subsidies to half Europe, shocked at the corruption of public life, the intelligent classes in
England were patently discontented. France was at war with England—what more natural than
that Prince Charles should persuade himself that if he carried the war across the Channel France
would follow, that the people would rise and welcome him, not merely because he was their
rightful Prince of Wales, but also because he came as a deliverer. In Scotland added causes of
discontent arose from the still smouldering grievances of the Union. The sons of those who had
been exiled after the Fifteen were burning to return and regain their position and estates—some, of
course, had been leniently dealt with and were already in possession, and the more unwilling to
risk anything again. Still the Court at Rome had many correspondents who were clamant in their
calls to action and prodigal of the proffers of support and prophecies of success. It needed,
therefore, no Murray to urge the Prince to go to Scotland, or persuade him that the time was
propitious for a restoration.

Murray returned to Scotland in the autumn of 1744, and saw most, of the leading members of
the Jacobite party soon after. With the exception of the chivalrous and devoted Duke of Perth,
every one of them was strongly opposed to the Prince’s coming. In January 1745 Murray wrote a
journal of his transactions with the leading members of the party, transcribed letters which had
passed between him and Lord Traquair, Lochiel, and Sir James Stewart of Auchinbreck, and set
forth in a letter to the Prince the “situation and inclination of the party.” These documents were
given to Lord Traquair for transmission to Paris. In the end of April this packet was returned to
Murray, Lord Traquair having been unable to find “any proper person to send it by to the Prince.”
Murray and his friends had before this become anxious about the fate of their documents, and had
sent another letter to the Prince to be forwarded by Mr. Charles Smith, merchant in Boulogne. This
second attempted communication is not explicitly mentioned by Murray in his evidence at Lovat’s
trial. Another attempt, however, was made by Murray to forward the packet intrusted to Lord
Traquair. In May, the younger Glengarry received it from Murray and set out at once for France.
The Prince, however, never received the documents, and Murray thus has some justification for
accusing Traquair’s inaction of being the cause of the Forty-Five. In June Murray received a letter
from the Prince informing him that he was determined at once to start for Scotland. Murray
communicated the news to the Duke of Perth and went himself to Lochiel. Dr. Archibald Cameron
was sent to Lovat, who sent him back immediately with a message protesting against the folly of
the undertaking. The other Highland chiefs, with whom Lochiel communicated, were of the same
opinion; and Murray wrote, on their behalf, a letter to the Prince, which he received on his landing
as Eriska, in which an immediate return to France was urged as the only prudent conduct. Murray
presumably knew his Prince better than to expect that his letter would have the effect ostensibly
desired. He says, indeed, that he wrote to prevent any one saying that he had “neglected to acquaint
him with the sentiments of his friends.” For himself he was “far from thinking that it would be
consistent with the Prince’s dignity to return.” Murray then returned south, but broke his journey to
have an interview with Cluny on the way. With this his account of the negotiations breaks off.



How far Cluny committed himself at this interview is not revealed, and we must still conjecture
what that chiefs real sentiments were when later he was brought before Prince Charles as a
prisoner of war. In the beginning of August, Murray, then in Peeblesshire, learned by an
anonymous letter that the Prince had landed in Moidart, and at once set out to join him, with two
boxes full of proclamations and manifestoes which he had had printed in Edinburgh, and a parcel
of arms. Murray had asked young Glengarry to obtain his nomination as aide-de-camp, but he
seems already to have assumed his duties of secretary. He travelled north, visiting Lord John
Drummond the elder and Buchanan of Arnprior. From Leny’ he sent James More Macgregor or
Drummond, son of Rob Roy, but more pleasantly known as the father of R. L. Stevenson’s
Catriona, to Edinburgh to play a congenial part and deceive the Government with false
intelligence. Murray joined the Prince at Kinloch-Moidart on August 18", and from that day till
shortly before Culloden he never left him. On August 25" Murray was named secretary, while his
military ambition was to some extent satisfied later when he was made a colonel of hussars. There
is no record that he ever led his regiment into action. The real commander was Baggot,® a
French-Irish officer, and their highest force seems to have been about eighty rank and file. The
regiment was formed after Prestonpans, marched to Derby, but is not heard of after the return to
Scotland. Murray had coveted the post of aide-de-camp to the Prince, and his appointment to the
more onerous post of secretary was evidently a disappointment. As secretary, however, he seems
to have been the right man in the right place. His appointment, to begin with, raised no jealousies.
He was not a soldier by profession, and his training had been purely literary. Amongst a company
of country gentlemen, most of whom considered arms the only career for persons of their birth,
few in any way fitted would have been willing to accept the post. Murray was a man of
education—not that the Highland chiefs were illiterate—and he had been the recognised
correspondent of the party for some years. In any case the appointment was justified. No
complaints of his conduct as secretary were made during the whole campaign, and there is ample
proof that throughout he was the embodiment of order, energy, and devotion.” The only charge
made against him by any of the Prince’s followers was inevitable: he is said to have had too much
influence with his master, but it is nowhere proved that this influence was ever used to evil
purpose, though Maxwell of Kirkconnel for one asserts the contrary. On the other hand, we have
Lord George Murray’s statement that he had been always extremely active in whatever concerned
the providing for the army. In his Memorials Murray deals with the whole course of the expedition
up to the arrival at Derby. He enters into no great detail, and adds but little of importance to our
knowledge of the campaign. His Memorials were not written at the time, but some years after, and
thus have not the interest and value of a diary. That he had kept something of a diary, however,
appears probable, but he states that after Culloden all his papers were destroyed. He tells of the
gathering of the Prince’s army and of the march to Edinburgh, of the surrender of the capital and of
the battle of Prestonpans, and, with regard to all these matters, supplements our knowledge. His
official position gives weight to his information as to the accessions to the army, while on the few

7 Mr. Blaikie informs me that he has fallen into an error in stating in the Itinerary that Murray
visited Arnprior House. Buchanan of Arnprior was then residing at his house of Leny near
Callander, and it was at Leny that Murray met him and James More Macgregor.—Itinerary of
Prince Charles Edward, by W. B. Blaikie, Scot. Hist. Soc., 1897, p. 7, n.2.

® Ibid, p. 93.

° See Itinerary, p. 41, n. 4,



occasions where he tells of the troubles the Prince had with the many leaders under him, his
statements have an irresistible authority. One of these refers to the quarrel between Lord George
Murray and the Duke of Perth at Carlisle. Maxwell of Kirkconnel gives a garbled account of the
matter, which has too frequently been received as authoritative. He, for no very logical reason, puts
the whole blame of this and also of subsequent misunderstandings on the secretary. John Murray’s
own account is that Lord George conducted the preparations for the siege to the admiration of all,
but that when the town surrendered, the Prince ordered him “to go to the Duke of Perth’s quarters,
and together with him to treat with the deputies from the town.” This was resented by Lord
George, who, on the ground that the Duke was a Roman Catholic, argued that it was bad policy to
put his Grace forward as head of the army at the first English town of which the Prince got
possession, while the secretary’s employment in the matter seemed simply a slight to himself.
Lord George resigned his post as lieutenant-general, and informed the Prince that in future he
would serve as a volunteer—a show of temper which Charles never forgave, and which was but
one of many misunderstandings. John Murray does not tell us of this resignation, but there is ample
authority for the fact. His account is that Lord George’s complaints were chiefly directed against
him, and that in consequence he magnanimously resigned his place on the Prince’s council. The
Prince demurred, but on the secretary pointing out that it was only with a view to the Prince’s
interest, and that it would be “still in his power to advise in a private manner,” he agreed. The Duke
of Perth, not to be behind, resigned the chief command to Lord George, who thereafter was
commander-in-chief of the army. Lord George’s position, however, was never satisfactory in his
own eyes, for the Prince continued to direct the movements of the army himself; and the private
advice of the Duke of Perth, Sir Thomas Sheridan, and Mr. Secretary was more frequently sought
than that of the responsible officers.

After the arrival of the army at Derby, Murray’s narrative stops, and there is a blank until after
Culloden. In his examination, taken in the Tower in August 1746, he lifts the curtain but once or
twice on this intervening period. For instance, he tells us that when he learned that Lord George
Murray, Lord Elcho, and, indeed, every member of the Prince’s council, except the Duke of Perth,
had at Derby declared their opinion for marching back to Scotland, he advised the Prince to yield.
Of the serious quarrel between the Prince and Lord George Murray in January 1746 Murray says
not a word. Though the letters and remonstrances™® began by Lord George on January 6" and
continued till the end of the month, which resulted, in spite of the Prince’s strenuous opposition, in
the withdrawal of the force beyond the Forth, require little elucidation, it would have been of
interest to know Murray’s part in the dispute. Charles yielded, but he ends his letter consenting to
the retreat thus: “After this, | know that | have an army that | cannot command any further than the
chief officers please, and therefore, if you are all resolved upon it, | must yield; but | take God to
witness that it is with the greatest reluctance, and that I wash my hands of the fatal consequences
which | foresee, but cannot help.” Lord George Murray’s part in this interference with the royal
authority destroyed all friendship between him and the Prince. Charles regarded him henceforth as
little better than a traitor. In April 1747, hearing that he had gone to Rome, he writes to the
Chevalier: “It wou’d be of the most Dangerous Consequences iff such a Divill was not secured
immediately in sum Castle where he might be at his ease but without being able to escape, or have
ye Liberty of Pen or Paper.”*! Again (p. 398), he says that he has “good reason to suspect by

1% See ltinerary, pp. 73-78.
" lbid. p. 81.



circumstances together that Murray was in a click with Lord George, tho’ he pretended and
appeared to be otherwise.” To these communications James replied with his usual sense, urging
the Prince to forgive Lord George, as there was no question of his loyalty and affection. This
appeal was in vain; Charles refused to see Lord George, and they never met again. Charles’s
ingenious theory that the two Murrays were “in a click together” may have arisen from the
secretary counselling consent first to the retreat from Derby and then, possibly, to the retreat from
Falkirk. These at least were. both regarded by Charles as the result of ‘disobedience, insolency,
and creating dissension” by Lord George, and were the chief grievances against him.

When the Prince was at Elgin in March 1746, John Murray became seriously ill. The Prince’s
troops left Inverness before Culloden, and Murray was carried in a litter to Foyers. The day of the
battle he was carried across Loch Ness to Mrs. Grant’s of Glenmoriston, where Dr. Cameron
“acquainted him with the disaster of the preceding day.” He was able next day to go to meet the
Duke of Perth at Invergarry. Getting little comfort from his Grace, who, “quite wore out with
fatigue,” had evidently at last lost faith in the ultimate success of the expedition, Murray went on to
Loch Eil, where he met the Cameron chief and Stewart of Ardsheal. These determined to attempt
to rally a force who should “keep the hills” till it was discovered whether help was coming from
France or not. From Loch Eil, Murray went with his host to Callich, and thence to a wood, where
some huts had been hurriedly erected for their shelter and concealment. Here they heard some
news of the Prince, and despatched Dr. Cameron to urge him not to leave the country. Hay of
Restalrig, who had undertaken Murray’s duties (and by all accounts performed them badly*?) met
Cameron and told him the Prince had sailed. This statement was doubted, and another messenger
was sent next day. Then it was made certain that the Prince had left for the Hebrides. The arrival of
two ships from France was announced with arms, money, and ammunition. Murray went to the
ships to receive this contribution. He found them off the coast in action with three British
men-of-war,*® and was told that they had landed thirty-five thousand Louis-d’ors in six casks, but
that in the hurry one of the casks had gone amissing. This cask was found by a boy: seven or eight
hundred pounds had been abstracted. Murray took possession of the money. Here begins the story
of the hidden treasure, which was essential to round off the romance of the Forty-Five.

Next day the British ships having retired, after “meeting with a severe drubbing,” the French
commodore set sail with the Duke of Perth, who survived but a few days, Lord John Drummond,
Lord Elcho, Sir Thomas Sheridan, Lockhart of Carnwath, Hay of Restalrig, and some others.
Murray and Lochiel remained: Murray because, he says, he would not desert his Prince; Lochiel
because he would not then desert his clan. Murray had also the responsibility of disposing of the
French treasure; there is no evidence that he failed in that trust. His refusal to escape with his dying
friend Perth must be set to the credit side of Murray’s strangely involved account with honour.

Murray explains his transactions with the money more fully than is done in the statement of
charge and discharge printed by Chambers in the Appendix to his History of the Rebellion. He tells
us that Barrisdale, Clanranald, and some others on the spot, thought the money should be at once
divided amongst them by way of an equivalent for their losses. He opposed this rough-and-ready
manner of settlement, promised to pay all arrears, to allow half a Louis-d’or for each wounded man
and a small allowance for widows, and sent the money in charge of Dr. Cameron to Lochiel.

Y ltinerary, p. 41, n. 4,

Y Murray says opposite “Keppoch” (p. 273), apparently a mistake for “Borradale.”



Murray followed by way of Loch Morar, and in a few days a conference was held in Lochiel’s
country,** when plans for rallying the army were discussed. A rendezvous was appointed, Lovat
promising to send four hundred men under his son, and the other chiefs guaranteeing various
reinforcements. Before the date fixed for the assembling of this little army of resistance Murray
buried in “three several parcels in the wood,” beside Loch Arkaig, fifteen thousand Louis-d’or.
The army— alas for promises—amounted when at last assembled to some four hundred, of whom
two hundred were Camerons: thirteen hundred had been promised. The Master of Lovat was
“never so much as heard of with his four hundred men. Murray gives a detailed account of the
subsequent proceedings of this little body till its voluntary dispersion a few days later in face of an
overwhelming force of Government troops. During these days six casks were carried about by the
clans, three filled with French gold, three filled with stones, to replace the three already buried in
Cameron ground. Murray tells us he adopted this deception “to give no jealousy to the other clans
of his having more confidence in the Camerons than” in them. He buried twelve thousand
Louis-d’or near to the foot of Loch Arkaig, “about a mile from Lochiel’s house,” retaining five
thousand Louis “for necessary expenses.” Thus the total buried treasure is shown to have been
twenty-seven thousand Louis-d’or.

When the clans finally dispersed, Murray, having received intelligence that the Prince was in
Uist, set out for the coast with the intention of joining his master. He fell ill again, however, and
was dissuaded from going, on the further ground that his ignorance of Gaelic would mark him, and
make him rather a danger than a help to his fugitive Prince. He attempted, however, to
communicate with him, and waited for instructions in Lochiel’s country for some days. He met his
wife and his nephew, Sir David Murray, near Strontian, and again forgathered with Lochiel. It was
agreed, says Murray, that he should go to Leith and charter a ship to convey himself and Lochiel
from Scotland to Holland. A port in Fife was agreed upon as the rendezvous. Murray’s account of
his journey to Glen Lyon, to Breadalbane, and thence to Balquidder, south to Carnwath, and on to
Kilbucho®™ and Polmood, is full of interest, and recalls Waverley’s journey through part of the
same country. At Polmood, his sister’s house in Peeblesshire, he went to bed at two in the morning,
“overcome with fatigue, and before five? was waked, the dragoons at the gate.” So ended Murray’s
part in the Forty- Five, and had his life ended here he would have been handed down to posterity as
one of the paladins of that last romance of Scottish history. Unfortunately for Murray’s reputation,
the scenes that were still to be played have made more impression on the chroniclers than those of
the earlier acts of the drama before the dragoons came to Polmood. Even after his capture,
however, he informs us that he was careful of his friends, and sent an Edinburgh physician, Dr.
Cochran, who visited him in the castle, to Leith to engage the ship for Lochiel.

Murray’s wife got back to Edinburgh with some difficulty, and soon after her arrival gave birth
to a son, who did not long survive. His nephew Sir David was taken, and imprisoned for some time
at York. His release was brought about by the influence of his relatives, amongst whom Lord
Hopetoun may be mentioned. He afterwards went to France. He was in Paris in 1747, and at the

* Murray says at “Mortleg” (p. 274), evidently a confusion of names: the conference took place at
Muirlaggan on Loch Arkaig.

> Dickson of Kilbucho married Margaret, the eldest daughter of Sir William Murray of Stanhope.
Their son, the laird at this time, was John Murray’s cousin: The Lord Justice-Clerk says “at three in
the morning.”



time of Prince Charles’s arrest and imprisonment at Vincennes, Sir David Murray, it is recorded,
was one of his friends who was arrested and imprisoned in the Bastille. In a list in the French
Foreign Office of the Prince’s friends in Paris in 1746-47, Sir David Murray is described as an
impetuous and brave youth of twenty-two, who had been condemned to death, but had had his
sentence changed to exile, with the confiscation of his estates. He died in 1770, and was succeeded
as titular baronet by his uncle Charles, who was collector of customs at Borrowstoneness; he died,
however, within a few months, was succeeded by his son, another Sir David, who also died soon
after his succession, and John Murray of Broughton then assumed the title, in spite of the attainder.

Prince Charles as soon as he heard of Murray’s capture attempted to get him, Glengarry, and Sir
Hector Maclean brought under the protection of the French King so that they might, as French
officers, be exchanged as prisoners of war: English officers captured during the recent campaign in
Flanders,™® as well as prisoners sent by Charles from Scotland, were to be offered in exchange.
The French ministers were ready to help, though they appear to have had no great hopes of
success.

Then comes the report that Murray has turned king’s evidence, and we hear nothing more of the
matter, so far at any rate as he is concerned. Prince Charles’s letters, his insistance, his assertion
that Murray was worth a thousand men to the standard prove that his secretary had retained his
confidence 1t70 the end. Then comes his letter to his father bewailing Lovat’s fate and Murray’s
“rascality.”

Murray’s capture was considered of great importance by the government, and correspondence
with regard to him at once began between the Lord Justice-Clerk and the Secretary of State. The
assertion that he was drunk when the Lord Justice-Clerk first interviewed him is unworthy of
belief. The poor man was wretchedly ill; he had ridden over half Scotland with scarcely a rest, and
the dragoons probably found him in a somewhat dazed condition at three o’clock in the morning.
The Justice-Clerk himself gives fatigue as a more charitable reason for his condition. In fact his
lordship admits his bad state of health when it was certified by the king’s apothecary. The Duke of
Newcastle seems from the first to have expected Murray to give information, and authorised the
Justice-Clerk to sound him, without, however, promising a pardon. Murray was sent off to London
on July 7" in a coach with a guard of dragoons. Fletcher, not having received the duke’s
instructions in time, followed, and we have a full account (pp. 417, 418) of his interview with the
prisoner at Dunbar. Murray stated that “if he had any hopes given him he would discover all he
knew.” “What mental reservation the prisoner made, he would have us discover from his
Memorials. The date of his capture became a matter of importance, as an Act of Parliament
attainted him by name, if by July 12 he did not surrender to justice. His capture on June 27" was
somewhat disingenuously interpreted as sufficient. He was examined on August 13", 22" 27",
and in October he writes offering more information. On November 11", a further examination was
taken before the Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Newcastle, the Earl of Chesterfield, and Mr.
Pelham. Then on the 17" of the same month, he sends a lengthy statement (p. 455) in supplement
of the information given at the examinations. In December we find the Duke of Newcastle sending
an extract from Murray’s examination to the Lord Justice-Clerk with the view of preparing a case
against Sir John Douglas. So far, Murray’s revelations seem to have been mainly about the English

* Appendix, pp. 518, 520.

Y Appendix, p. 404.



Jacobites who had failed to rise. He mentions all the leading men in the Prince’s army, but
Drummond-Macgregor and Tragnair are almost the only Scots names mentioned of those who
merely plotted. In February 1747 the evidence was being prepared for the trial of Lord Lovat, and
the committee charged with the management of the trial decided that “it would be proper to make
use of Mr. Murray as a witness/ Accordingly in February new examinations take place, and on
March 9th the trial of the aged chief of the clan Fraser began. It caused prodigious sensation, and
occupied seven days. Lovat whined and blustered alternately. Murray came up to his
precognitions, but even without him it seems probable that the evidence of sundry Frasers would
have sufficed to bring Lovat to the block. The trial is well known, though it would appear that
many who have ransacked the English language to find epithets vile enough for Murray had never
read his evidence. His position was not heroic, and all that can be said for him seems to be that he
might have told a great deal more about other people.

After Lovat’s execution Murray was released from the Tower. He did not receive a pardon till
June 7th, 1748, when one was granted jointly to him and to Hugh Fraser, also a witness at the trial,
and he had thus the nominal threat of a trial hanging over him for more than a year.'® After that
Murray seems to have attempted to prefer a claim for an indemnity for losses sustained during his
detention in London, with what success I have been unable to discover.

Of Murray’s subsequent life little is known. It cannot have been happy. Every Jacobite shunned
“Mr. Evidence Murray.” For years, the Prince who had treated him with affection, who had
“looked on him as one of the honestest, firmest men in the whole world,” regarded him as a rascal
and a villain. At last, after nearly twenty years, a strange incident occurs. Charles made one of
those mysterious visits to England, described once for all in Redgauntlet. In 1763 he was in
London and he visited John Murray. No record alas, remains of that interview, full of strange
memories to both. All we know of it is from the recollection of a little boy of nine years old who
was present, and upon whose mind the visit of the stately red-faced gentleman was impressed by
his father. “Charles, you have seen your king,” said the old secretary to the boy who was
afterwards to make some name behind the footlights, and whose son again was to be the ally of Sir
Walter, the dramatist of Rob Roy and Guy Mannering. As Mr. Lang has pointed out, about this

' In the Record Office is the following communication from the Attorney-general:—
“To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty.
May it please your Majesty,—

“In obedience to your Majesty’s commands, signified to me by his Grace the Duke of Bedford,
referring to me the enclosed memorial of John Murray of Broughton, Esg., and directing me to
report my opinion what may be properly done therein.

“I have considered the same, and supposing what is therein stated to be true, I am humbly of
opinion it may be proper that a Noli prosequi should be granted to the information mentioned in
the memorial.

“All which is most humbly submitted to your Majesty’s Royal Wisdom.
D. RYDER.
19 Jun.1749”



very time'® Sir Walter’s father threw out of the window the teacup that had touched the lips of
Murray of Broughton. Was the Prince more forgiving than the Edinburgh lawyer? Or was some
information wanted that “Murray alone could give? Or had Murray rehabilitated himself in the
eyes of his master?

Of Murray’s later days no record remains. After the sale of Broughton in 1764 he would appear
to have resided mainly in London. It iis stated in Notes and Queries (4™ series, xi. 414, 419), that he
died at Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, on 6" Dec. 1777. In Collet’s Relics of Literature there is an
account from a newspaper (name and date not given) of Sir John Murray’s arrest and confinement
in @ mad-house, with a letter from his son Robert, explaining the circumstances. From these it
would appear that Murray’s reason had given way, that “the meanest mechanics of different
denominations” (so says Mr. Robert Murray) “gratified their curiosity and boasted of interviews
with mad Secretary Murray,” and that in consequence “his two sons, two servants, and a peace
officer removed him from his lodgings in Denmark Street, near St. Giles, with every mark of
tenderness and respect, and placed him under the care of Dr. Battie.” When this happened, whether
it happened at all, or whether it is as apocryphal as the letter from Frederick the Great to Prince
Charles, given in the same volume, must remain among the unanswered questions which might be
asked at many points in Murray’s career. It may not be true, but it seems at least a not improbable
conclusion to a career begun with high ideals and carried on for a time with unswerving devotion.

It is difficult to overcome the prejudice of a century and a half: it is hard to dissociate the
secretary from the king’s evidence, the loyal servant from the betrayer of Lovat. The history of the
preparations for the Forty-Five as told by Murray, and as corroborated by every authority, shows
his capacity, energy, and tact. Those qualities were displayed by him during the whole progress of
the expedition, and his own story leaves the impression that he was one of the most capable of
Prince Charles’s supporters.

Murray’s wife, the beautiful Miss Ferguson, left him and went to the Continent while he was in
the Tower. She never returned, and it is alleged was unfaithful to him.?° By her he had three sons,
David, a naval officer, Robert, of whom little is known, and Thomas who entered the army and
became a lieutenant-general. His second wife was “a young quaker lady named Webb.” She is
elsewhere stated to have been a Moravian, and is reported to have been a lady of great personal
charms. She was recognised and lived in Scotland for some years as Lady Murray, though the date
of the death of Murray’s first wife has never been ascertained. Murray eloped with Miss Webb
from a boarding-school. By her he had six children, the eldest of whom was Charles Murray the
comedian, whose eldest son was Mr. W. H. Murray of the Edinburgh theatre, the friend of Sir
Walter Scott. His eldest surviving son, the great-grandson of Murray of Broughton, is Mr. George
Siddons Murray, the possessor of the manuscripts which are here printed, and the present
representative of the house of Stanhope.?

¥ The incident probably occurred in the following year. Mr. Lang has confounded Charles Murray
the actor with his son Mr. W. H. Murray, of the Edinburgh Theatre.—Bibliographies, vol. iii. p.
417.

%% There is a tradition in the Murray family that she became the Prince’s mistress. There is not only
not a particle of evidence for this, but the story is inherently improbable.

?! Charles Campbell (see Colonel Allardyce’s Historical Paper; relating to the Jacobite Period, p.
352) describes Murray thus: “The last time [ saw him he was in a scarlet dress and a white cockade.



These Memorials seem to have been written about 1757 and later, and to have been intended as
a vindication as well as a history. They were possibly not completed when the author died in 1777,
at any rate the missing portions have not come down to us. The existing portions have been
carefully preserved by his descendants. Sir Walter may have seen them; Chambers certainly read
them, made one or two notes on the margin, which remain, and was in correspondence with Mr. W.
H. Murray with regard to them. If the story of Murray’s ultimate insanity is true, then the fact that
neither Part | nor Part Il is finished is easily explained. It were not wonderful that in the end the
public obloquy from which he could not free himself should have preyed upon his mind and
destroyed his intellect. The manuscripts are not in Murray’s own hand, but have all been revised by
him, as is shown by notes, corrections, and additions in his writing.

Apart from the historical interest of the Memorials, some literary value may be claimed for
them. Murray’s university education resulted in such scholarship as befitted a gentleman of his
position and no more. He gives us a few Latin tags of the most familiar sort, while references to
Scipio, Hannibal, Dion of Syracuse, and Gustavus of Sweden show an acquaintance with ancient
and modern history which, if not deep, appears at least to have been fairly wide. He was evidently
a man of some culture and literary instinct. His style is that rather of the public speaker than of the
man of letters. It seldom lacks vigour, but it is occasionally cumbrous. The Memorials abound in
trenchant phrases, and an apt illustration from time to time lightens the page. Through all,
however, is seen the gloomy figure of an unhappy man, sometimes indignant, sometimes
querulous, now with a sneer and again with something approaching a whine. He strives to say
nothing against the dynasty to whom he owed his life, but even he cannot be silent about
Cumberland’s brutality. He compares the two princes, and his hero suffers no derogation.
Murray’s loyalty to the House of Stuart was traditional and more. Whatever his views may have
been before he went to Rome, he returned captivated by that charm which won Prince Charles so
many devoted servants. The interview at the back of the Tuileries stables in 1744 completed the
Prince’s influence, and from that day till the end, in spite of all, there can be no doubt that Murray
was instinct with a personal loyalty and devotion to his Prince.

It is no part of my duty in editing these Memorials to attempt any special pleading on behalf of
their author. He speaks here in his own defence. It is right, however, not only that the facts of his
life should be briefly set down, but that the actual results of his “rascality,” as the Prince himself
calls it, should be noted. Murray’s evidence was used by the Government only against Lord Lovat.
Without it that aged intriguer might have escaped the glory of Tower Hill. Take it that Murray
brought him to the scaffold, nobody ever was more worthy of such a fate. His private crimes, even
in these more humane days, would have sent him to penal servitude: his political offences may be
summarised as treachery both to the King in London and to the King at Rome. In Murray’s eyes
Lovat’s double-dealing was ample justification for any revenge he could compass. Lovat had
failed at the beginning to join the Prince’s standard, when his example would have been worth
thousands of men; when he did send his son, it was too late to influence the wavering chiefs. His
vacillation had done much to ruin the expedition, and he therefore deserved no mercy. Lovat’s
death was the price of Murray’s life. The cynic may ask whether King George or the laird of
Broughton made the better bargain.

Murray’s evidence at Lord Lovat’s trial and his private examinations before members of the
Privy Council show that he did nothing to bring into jeopardy any single individual who had borne

He is a well-looking little man of a fair complexion."



arms with Prince Charles. He tells practically nothing that the Government did not already know.
The Duke of Perth, Lochiel, and in fact nearly all the leaders, had already escaped to France:
nothing he might say about them could do harm. Cluny he barely mentions; Lockhart of Carnwath
he screens; Lord Traquair had skulked in London; the English Jacobites had caused, in Murray’s
eyes, the ruin of the whole campaign. Their failure to rise and join the Prince had, day after day,
from Carlisle to Derby, caused the bitterest disappointment, and at last resulted in the disaster of
the retreat: and this after all the plottings and promises of years. Again, Murray argued, his
country, through them, was the scene of cruelties unexampled in civilised warfare, his Prince was
a fugitive, his friends dead or exiled, and nothing was left but revenge on the false friends, for the
open enemies were unassailable. He was young, just over thirty; life had surely something more in
store, though his dearest hopes were ruined. His evidence did little harm to anybody save Lovat,
for of the others only Lord Traquair suffered imprisonment: he made his own arrangements with
the Government, and was released without the annoyance of any judicial proceedings. At the least,
therefore, Murray must be distinguished from the common informer, and the view that his
“infamy” is his only claim on the memory of posterity must be modified by a knowledge of the
man and his surroundings.

The documents which form the text of this volume have been continuously in the possession of
John Murray’s descendants, and are now printed by the courtesy of his great-grandson, Mr. George
Siddons Murray. They are well-preserved, having been bound in four volumes. There is a fifth
volume, which is not printed here: it contains a detailed examination of the Report of the inquiry
into General Cope’s conduct, which took place in 1749. The writer has given no title to his
manuscripts: they do not form a diary, and were not written till many years after the events they
record. | have therefore ventured to call them “Memorials.”

In the Appendix will be found, now printed also for the first time—(1.) A series of letters from
the Stuart Papers in possession of Her Majesty, which illustrate Murray’s text; (2.) Murray’s
private examinations before the Privy Council, and other papers and letters from the Record Office
and the British Museum; (3.) Forty letters and minutes from the French Foreign Office. These last
cover the period from the arrival of Prince Charles in France in 1744 to the date on which Murray’s
resolution to give evidence against Lord Lovat was made known. They do not exhaust the
materials for students of this period at the Quai D’Orsay, as only those bearing directly on
Murray’s text have been selected for publication here.

To Her Majesty the Queen | beg leave to record my humble gratitude for permission to consult
and print portions of the Stuart correspondence in the Royal Library at Windsor, and also for
permission to reproduce the miniature of Prince Charles, which formerly belonged to the writer of
these Memorials.

My thanks are due to M. Hanotaux, to the officials of the French Foreign Office, and to Her
Majesty’s Ambassador and Mr. Thornhill of the British Embassy in Paris, for obtaining and
granting permission to consult the French Archives.

| have to thank the Hon. J. D. Edgar, Speaker of the Canadian House of Commons, for
permission to reproduce the miniature of Prince Charles, which he has inherited from his
great-granduncle, James Edgar, Secretary to the Chevalier. This miniature was painted in Paris in
1744 or 1745, and has never before been engraved. To Mr. Andrew Lang my thanks are also due
for permission to reproduce the miniature of the Prince formerly in the possession of John Murray.
This portrait was one of seven painted in Rome some years before Charles left for France.



My thanks are also due to the officials of the Record Office and the British Museum; to Mr. R.
R. Holmes of the Royal Library, Windsor, for courteous assistance in my examination of the
papers in their charge; to Mr. Law, the Secretary of the Scottish History Society, for his unfailing
help, informed criticism and advice; and to my friend Mr. W. B. Blaikie, author of the Itinerary of
Prince Charles, whose stores of knowledge of the period have been constantly at my disposal.

R. F. B.
April 30, 1898.
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NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE ADHERENTS
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1740-1745



Walker & Bootall ph fc

PRINCE CHARLES in boyhood.
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of John Murray of Broughton now in
the possession of Mr. Andrew Lang.



PART |

NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE ADHERENTS OF THE HOUSE OF STUART, 1740-1745.

It is well known, that, from my most tender Years, | upon every occasion declared my
attachment to the interest of the Family of Stuart, and as soon as | left the University of Leyden,
went to Rome;? not led thither, like most people, who profess the same way of thinking, with a
desire to satisfy my curiosity by staring in the face of the Person I looked upon as my Prince, but
from a principle of Conviction founded upon Study and mature Reflection, and with a view to
offer my service, either at home or abroad.

Whether | followed out that Scheme, and performed the services I proposed, will plainly appear
from what follows. Though no particular Branch of Business was allotted to me at that time, yet it
would seem his Majesty was of opinion that | might be of service to him, having ordered his
Secretary* to engage me to correspond with him after my return home, and to inform him of
whatever | should think material.

After some months’ stay at Rome, | returned through Germany to Holland, where | had not been
long before Captain Hay (Gentleman of the Bed-chamber to his Majesty) arrived at Rotterdam on
his way to Scotland, charged with some Commissions of importance. This Gentleman sent for me,
and, after informing me of his intended voyage, begged | would

* This Mr. Edgar told me; and desired me to write to him.

accompany him. Imagining at first that his request proceeded more frorn a view to his own
Convenience than any service | could do the Royal Family, I refused to comply; telling him (what
was really true) that my baggage was then packed up to set out for France, where | proposed to stay
some time. Mr. Hay upon this told me that Gordon of Glenbucket® had been lately at Rome with
a Scheme to rise in arms for the King; but his Majesty, not thinking Glenbucket properly
authorised, had despatched him with Instructions to converse with the Heads of the Loyal Party,
and had given him Orders to take me with him to assist him in Scotland. Upon this | immediately
laid aside all thoughts of my intended Journey to France, and in a few days sailed for Sunderland (a
Sea-port in the Bishoprick of Durham), from whence we went to Mr. Hay of Drumelzier’s (whose
brother was then at Rome), and the day following to Edinburgh. During Captain Hay’s stay | gave
him all the assistance in my power, and went to Kenmure, where | acquainted the late Lord** with
Captain Hay’s desire to see him, who immediately came to Town, and cheerfully declared his
readiness to appear upon the first occasion. Amongst others Captain Hay conversed with the late

> The Genuine Memoirs, followed by the writer in the Dictionary of National Biography, state
that Murray was not in Rome till 1741. Joannes Murray, Scoto-Britannus, matriculated at Leyden
1% October 1735,as a student of law, He was in Rome in 1737. See Introduction.

# John Gordon, “Old Glenbucket,” is described by a contemporary who saw him in 1745 as “an
old man well crouched, not very tall.” He was Glengarry’s father-in-law, and was one of the first to
join the Prince. He raised an Aberdeenshire regiment, and was a member of the Prince’s council.
He escaped after Culloden, and died in 1750.

* Robert Gordon, son of 6™ Viscount Kenmure (who was beheaded and attainted), died 1741,
aged 28. He was succeeded as titular peer by his brother John, b. 1713, d. 17609.



Mr. James Graham of Airth® (then Judge of the Admiralty) and the honourable Basil Hamilton?®
(Grand-uncle to the present Duke of Hamilton), who were both of opinion that it was not then a
proper time to make an attempt.

At this time | became acquainted with the late Colonel Urquhart, then charged with the King’s
affairs in Scotland, who some few months after took occasion to tell me, that as he was growing
old, and much afflicted with a Cancer in his face (which had deprived him of the use of one of his
Eyes), he thought it absolutely necessary that a person should be nominated to succeed him, whom
he might be able to make acquainted with the business, and to whom he might consign his papers
before his death: that he had both considered himself, and consulted with many of the King’s
Friends, upon the choice of a Successor; who upon mature deliberation had all agreed that | was
the properest person to be employed in that Capacity, not only for my attachment to the Royal
Family, but my knowledge of the Party and the Confidence they would repose in me; and the
favourable light I stood in at Rome. To this | made answer that | was infinitely obliged to him, and
the rest of the King’s Friends, for esteeming me capable and worthy of a Trust of that delicate
nature, but | must be excused for thinking they were to blame, and that they had not sufficiently
reflected upon the importance of the Trust, and the many Qualifications requisite to execute it to
purpose: that | was young, but lately entered into the world, and much a stranger to the
accomplishments essential to a man of business: that | had gone early abroad, known but to few of
my Countrymen, and such as | had become acquainted with in foreign parts generally of a different
way of thinking, and the time | had been at home had been too short to contract intimacies with any
number of the Party: that young people were often changeable and unstable, new thoughts, new
principles, like new teeth, frequently pushed out the old; and Proselites in politicks, as in Religion,
were always the most violent, especially where Interest had any share in the Conversion; that there
were many worthy honest men, who had attained to years of Stability, and a fixed way of thinking,
which put all fears of their change out of doubt; men who had long served the Party with
Constancy, and who had proved their Fidelity by severe sufferings: that such might think it strange
that when an employment of this kind came to be disposed of, it should be bestowed upon a
Novice, who had never had an opportunity of showing his Principles but by professions: that they
would naturally be chagrined and displeased, esteeming themselves slighted and neglected upon
an occasion where their services entitled them to be employed; from whence might possibly flow
two very bad effects, by making them more remiss and negligent to promote the interest of the
Cause, and think themselves warranted to refuse to do business with, or confide in, a person so
little known to them: this again would be a means to keep me ignorant of the strength of the Party,
prevent me from giving proper intelligence; and, above all, put it out of my power to write and
strengthen them, which could not be effected without a thorough knowledge of what those, who
were already engaged, were willing to undertake: thus being kept in the dark, I might promise too
much or too little, according to my Ideas of the Power and Abilities of Individuals: and, finally, if
naming me should be found fault with, it might hurt his Majesty’s Interest in the most tender part,
as nothing is generally more detrimental to a Prince, than to employ a person in his affairs

> James Graham of Airth joined the Prince before he came to Edinburgh. Graham is reported as
“lurking” in 1746.

*® Basil Hamilton of Baldoon, second son of Basil, sixth son of William Douglas and Anne
Duchess of Hamilton; “out” in 1715, when he behaved with great courage at Preston; tried and
condemned, but was pardoned in 1732; M.P. for Kirkcudbright in 1741; died 1742.



disagreeable to his Friends, or who is esteemed uncapable of the Trust reposed in him. For these
and other reasons, needless to mention, | begged he would have no further thoughts of me: but
offered, as far as was in my power, to relieve him in the fatiguing part, and if necessary to be his
Amanuensis. The old Gentleman replied, that he had heard my objections with attention and great
pleasure, and in place of making him alter his former way of thinking, they had confirmed him in
his opinion that there was none more fit to succeed him, as the several arguments | had proposed
were so many proofs of my Capacity, and showed that a person, who was so much master of the
objections to be made against himself, could not fail to remove them by his cautious deportment,
and nothing was a stronger incentive to Virtue than a thorough knowledge and abhorrence of the
opposite vice. The faults to be found with me would always keep me upon my guard, and as soon
as the Party came to be acquainted with my conduct, and the motives which had induced me to act,
they would lay aside all scruples, and in place of finding fault, not only applaud the choice, but
think themselves happy in having one in whom they could confide with safety: but that laying
aside all arguments of that nature, he was fully satisfied of the Loyalty and Attachment of the
People principally concerned, and that they would no sooner know | was employed than they
would unanimously agree to give me all the assistance in their Power: and concluded by saying, he
would venture to propose it in the Despatches he was then sending to Rome.

| again repeated my desire to be excused, for the reasons before mentioned; but consented that
he might promise in my name that there was nothing in my power but | was ready to undertake to
promote the Interest of the Royal Family, and would accept of being a second to whomever his
Majesty should be pleased to employ.

The Colonel, being then unable to write Letters of any length, begged me to assist him, which |
chearfully complied with, and from that time made it my business to cultivate a friendship with
every Person who was supposed to wish well to the Royal Family, and let no opportunity slip to
insinuate my principles in every Company where there was any probability of their having effect.
Notwithstanding what | had said, the Colonel took upon him to propose me for his successor, for in
the Return to the Despatches he had then sent, which arrived in less than three months, the King
approved his motion, provided the late Duke of Hamilton?” agreed to it; and the Colonel soon after
acquainted me with the Instructions he had received, and read a letter wrote by Mr. Hugh Hamilton
of Rosehaugh, by the Duke’s order, approving of his Majesty’s choice. Though | was still averse to
be charged with an employment of so much weight, yet it was now necessary to comply, as the
orders, approved by a man regarded as the Head of the Party, rendered any further hesitation
impertinent. Had his Grace objected, or even consented with reserve, there would still have been
an avenue open whereby to retreat; but as things stood, all the difficulties | had started in regard to
the rest of the Party were removed, as it would have been ridiculous for them to object against a
person nominated by their Master, and approved of by their Head.

Being thus far engaged as Agent for his Majesty, | gave the Colonel all the assistance I was able;
soon became acquainted with the leading men of the Party; and at his death (which I think
happened in August 1740), received the Cypher by which he corresponded, with some few papers;
but whether the rest were burnt, or consigned to any other person, | could never positively learn. It
would have been of use to me had I got them all,* as the whole Series of his Correspondence would

27 James, 5" duke, b. 1702, succeeded his father (who was killed in the duel with Lord Mohun) in
1712. He received both Thistle and Garter from Rome, and took the Thistle from George I in 1726.
He died at Bath in 1743.



from thence have appeared, and made it easy for me to discover who were the people most to be
confided in, and the properest to apply to, in case of any future plan; and, indeed, it seems
necessary that a person employed in such business should be let into all former transactions,
without which it is almost impossible for him to carry it on in a proper Channel.

| was no stranger to the Colonel’s having a yearly allowance from Rome; which I never asked,
nor gave the most distant hint I would accept if offered. It was the opinion, indeed, of many that the
same appointment which had been granted to him was continued to me; but it was so much the
reverse that | took pains to undeceive these people, and convince them that my engaging in that
business proceeded from no view to gain, but a sincere and hearty desire to promote the Cause.
Besides, | had been told when at Rome that the King’s situation was such that with some
inconvenience he could allow pensions to those in distress, and though there were some who under
no difficulties received his Bounty, to the prejudice of others in real want, yet such selfish
principles had no effect upon me, being proof against all allurements of that nature; nor would |
ever use one farthing of his money, so long as he continued in exile, whilst I had any of my own.
And did continue to serve him, from first to last, at a very considerable expence, notwithstanding
many thought it reasonable that | should be supplied,{ and some even advised me to ask it.

* | think when his daughter delivered these papers to me, she said the rest were to be given to Mr. Smith of Boulogne.

+ Sir James Stewart" told me, that he always imagined | had an appointment: and when | assured him of the contrary, he
seemed surprised, and said, it was hut reasonable my Expences should be defrayed.

! Sir James Stewart-Durham, Bart, of Goodtrees.

| hope it will be thought needless to launch out into many reflections upon this particular, so
shall only observe that it is very fortunate to be able positively to deny an accusation* (which has
been industriously propagated, and taken root in the minds of many), thrown out as the vilest of
aspersions, and represented as a strong aggravation of imputations equally false and injurious.

Though several particulars happened about this period, which were | to mention might be of
service to me in the Eye of the world, as they would shew more to have been in my power than the
generality imagine, yet, as | am incapable of base resentment and revenge, the companion of
dastardly Souls, I will pass them over, and proceed to the unlucky time when | became concerned
with the Earl of Traquair®® and others, in the beginning of the year 1741. | hope it will not be

** See appendix, p. 524.



* It was commonly asserted as a fact beyond all contradiction, that | had an appointment of £300 a year; but the King, the
Prince, and Mr. Edgar, know that from the day I was first employed, till this upon which I write, I never received one shilling.

¥ It is obvious that it was in my power to have discovered every man whose principles | had occasion to know, with all such
as had been presented to the Prince in Scotland: and if such people’s ungenerous and ungrateful behaviour had prevailed with
me to expose them since, it might have appeared to many a just and deserved punishment for their meanness in joining in the
common Cry against me; but though my regard for the King’s interest has kept me hitherto silent (though without saving
their Characters amongst men of sense and reflection) I would have such people reflect upon the injustice and barbarity of
their proceedings towards me, when | am ready to believe they will blush for what they dare not publickly own. Indeed | am
at a loss to think, how, when two of them meet, they are not ashamed to see each other, as they must immediately reflect upon
what they were accustomed to profess, and what they did in consequence of their professions; especially some members of
the Loyal Society (of which | was one) who were all equally bound by a most solemn Oath to obey the first Call of their
Prince, how they could sit at home with an easy Conscience after that Call is astonishing to me: but 1 may venture to say, that
if Interest, Cowardice, or whatever epithet may be given to the motive which prevailed with them to excuse their perjury to
themselves, yet without sincere Repentance and Contrition, it will stare them in the face, and make them hang their heads at
a more august Tribunal than they might have appeared before at York, Carlisle, or St. Margaret’s hill in the Borough of
Southwark. Had | been no further concerned, I should have thought myself indispensably bound by that Oath to turn out
upon the Prince’s landing, as no power on Earth could remit the Obligation but his Royal Highness.

imagined, from my using the word unlucky, that I apply it to myself only; far, far from it, for
though perhaps no man ever suffered more barbarously and unjustly than | have these ten years
past, | would live them over again without regret to reinstate my unhappy Companions in their
former prosperity. But to proceed. The Association which gave rise to all the following
transactions proceeded from accident: Lord Lovat’s love of money and revenge, and William
Drummond (alias Macgregor)® of Bohaldy’s poverty and ambition. Lord John Drummond,®
brother to the then Duke of Perth,®! made a journey to Rome, and soon after came to Scotland,
where he endeavoured to prevail with his brother, and others of the party, to employ him as their
Agent with the King, and at the Court of France, which would naturally have rendered him of
greater consequence, and better known than he was before, and promoted him in the French
service, where he was then only a Captain. This scheme was made known to Lord Lovat, whose
resentment against the government for depriving him of his independent company made him ready
to embrace any opportunity to hurt them. And Bohaldy, whose indigence, and intimacy with his
Lordship, made him look upon this as a favourable opportunity to get himself employed, took
advantage of Lovat’s humour, and the little cordiality that subsisted between the two Brothers, to
represent Lord John as an improper person; and spurred on by ambition, his being first or second
Cousin to Lochyell, and intimacy with Traquair, prevailed upon them, together with Lord John
*32(the Duke’s Uncle), Sir James Campbell of Auchenbreck® (Lochyel’s Father-in-law), and Mr.
John Stewart, brother to the Earl of Traquair, to form an Association and appoint him * their

* See appendix, p. 522.
** Lord John Drummond of the ‘45.

% James, son of 2™ (titular) duke; b. 1713, d. 1746; was educated in Douay and Paris; came to
Scotland 1734. Lieutenant-General in the Prince’s army, escaped after Culloden in the Bellona
with his brother, Lord John, and Sheridan. He died on board 13" May 1746, cf. p. 188.

32 Son of 1 titular duke; succeeded his nephew John in the barren honours as fifth duke. Died at
Edinburgh in 1757; buried at Holyrood.

* Fifth baronet, m. Janet, daughter of Macleod of Macleod; d. 1756. His daughter Anne married
Donald Cameron, the Lochiel of the ‘45.



* Naturally partial to his nephew the Duke, and much influenced by Traquair his brother-in-law.

Agent.

Early in the yeart before mentioned, Lord Traquair informed me of this Association; that his
brother was employed to correspond with the Gentlemen in the Highlands; and that Bohaldy, who
had been sent to Rome with their Instructions, was then at Edinburgh, and proposed that | should
have a meeting with him; and as the King’s affairs were already committed to my care, | should
likewise carry on the correspondence entrusted to his Brother, which | readily agreed to, being
desirous of every opportunity to advance his Majesty’s interest.

At my first interview with Bohaldy, he assured me in the most positive manner, that such a
powerful assistance would be had from abroad, as to render a Restoration certain and easy; nay,
even specified 20,000 Stand of arms, which he said were actually bought, with ammunition in
proportion, ready to be sent over with a body of troops, and sum of money sufficient to defray the
expenses of the war: in short that nothing requisite would be wanting, every particular being
already agreed upon, and the time of execution fixed for the Autumn or Spring following. He told
me likewise (which | had before learned from Colonel Urquhart) that Sir James Campbell of
Auchenbreck had intended to go to the West Indies, but was prevented by the King’s special order,
and promised a pension of £300 a year, to enable him to live at home, being esteemed a person who
could be of considerable service in Argyleshire: that there was a sum due to him; but as his Majesty
could not conveniently remit it, he was authorised by Letter to raise some Thousand Pounds upon
his Majesty’s Security, at the rate of six per Cent, interest, part to be paid to that Gentleman, and
the remainder to be appropriated to whatever services might occur. At the same time he pretended,
that as his stay was to be short, and he durst not appear publickly, it would be proper for me to
execute that Commission.

* Lovat reaped a double advantage by Bohaldy’s being employed: first he got quit of the burden he had been to him for
some time; and 2dly he knew he was the only man in Scotland, who would undertake to vindicate him to the world, and
to reconcile him with the King.

¥ In the month of March 1741.

At our next meeting he told me of Orders he had received to accommodate a difference which then
subsisted among the Episcopal Clergy, concerning a proper person to fill the Metropolitan See,
which was then vacant. It would be foreign to my purpose, either to explain the nature of the
dispute, or attempt to describe the Contraversy. It is sufficient to say, the King was willing to
confer that Dignity upon Mr. Harper;** to which the College® would by no means consent. Mr.
Drummond (alias Macgregor) of Bohaldy, after expatiating upon the subject, begged | would take
the affair in hand, and endeavour to reconcile their difference. This | likewise agreed to, though
with some reluctance, as | never had any inclination to meddle in Ecclesiastical matters; but the
regard | had for that Body of Men, who had continued Loyal from the Revolution under great
oppression, and who, it was evident, had great influence over their Hearers, made me promise to
use my best endeavours to bring them into harmony and good humour, that by their ready
submission to his Majesty’s desire, they might shew good example to the people of their
persuasion.

** The Rev. William Harper, an Episcopal clergyman in Edinburgh.
* Of Bishops of the non-juring Episcopal Church in Scotland.



* Upon perusing Lord Lovat’s Tryal, it will incontestably appear, upon comparing what I said there with what here
follows, that the utmost care was taken to conceal every thing that was not known by his own letters: of which he was so
sensible, that he sent me thanks by Mr. Fowler (the Gentleman Gaoler of the Tower) for my forbearance; and said, he was
not the least hurt or offended with any thing | had said. Mrs. Fowler and her daughter are still ready to attest this; and have
told it to many.

Cameron of Lochyell, and Macpherson of Cluny, were then in town, to whom Bohaldy told the
same tale he had to me. Lord Lovat was likewise there, and had* frequent meetings with Bohaldy
upon the same subject, and professed a strong desire to have some conversation with me; but |
must acknowledge that so far from being willing, | had an aversion to any correspondence with his
Lordship. I was no stranger to the infamous character he had, not only with the King’s Friends, but
the generality of mankind. | likewise remembered him to have been so much hated, that he was
obliged to procure liberty for his servants to go armed when at Edinburgh. His Lordship’s
character may be partly known from the following Extract from Mr. Lockhart of Carnwath’s
Memoirs, which | insert here, as these Memoirs are become scarcer than they ought (page 75):*

“You must know then, that after the Duke of Queensberry had broke his vows to the Cavaliers;
and seen them, when joined to the Country, so strong and zealous a party, there was no hope of
being able to stand it out against so violent and united a Torrent; he bethought himself how to
undermine their Reputations, and so diminish their interest with the Court, and find a pretence to
vent his wrath, and execute his malice against those that thwarted his arbitrary designs, and
knowing, to his certain experience, that the Poet was very much in the right, when he asserted, that

“Plots, true or false, are necessary things
To set up Commonwealths, and ruin Kings,—

with the special advice and consent of his dear friends, the Duke of Argyle, the Earls of Stairs and
Leven, and Mr. Carstairs (a rebellious Presbyterian preacher, one of Her Majesty’s chaplains)
resolved, one way or other, to frame such a plot, as, when lodged upon those they designed it
against, should, in all human probability, be their utter ruin and destruction.

“They pitch’d upon one Simon Frazer, of Beaufort, as the tool to carry on this wicked design,
and be evidence to accuse such persons, as they directed: This Gentleman, some three or four years
before, had been guilty of a most scandalous rape upon the person of the Lady Dowager Lovat,
sister to the Duke of Athole, for which crime the Lords of Justiciary had condemned him to die:
and letters of fire and sword were raised, and a detachment of King William’s troops sent against
him and his adherents, who were pretty numerous, ‘twixt whom several skirmishes happened; but
finding the Duke of Argyle, who was his great patron (for no other reason that I know of, but
because he had been guilty of a vile, lewd, and destestable crime; and that too upon the person of
one of the family of Athole, which two houses bore each other a constant grudge) | say, Frazer
finding Argyle was no longer able to protect him against the force of Law and Justice, quitted the
kingdom, and retired to France. But King James, having got an account of the crimes he was found
guilty of, for which he had left his native country, would not, during his life, allow him to come to
the Court of St. Germaines. This person being made choice of, as well qualify’d for such a design,
was sent for from France to England, and afterwards brought from thence to Scotland, but before
he left France, by the advice of his friends at home, he turned Papist; and finding a way to be
introduced to the French King by the Pope’s Nuntio, he represented himself as a person of great
interest in Scotland, and oppressed for his zeal to the Royal Family and that with encouragement,

% P. 78 of the edition of 1817.



and a small assistance, he could contribute to make a great diversion to the English arms, and much
promote the Royal Interest, and for that end proposed, that his most Christian Majesty would
furnish him with two or three hundred men and a good sum of money to take along with him to
Scotland, where he’d perform wonders. But the French King, unwilling to hazard his men and
money, without a further security, and more probability than his assertions, gave him a fair answer,
desiring him to go first to Scotland, and bring him some credentials from those persons, over
whom he pretended so much power, which he agreed to; and got, for that purpose, a little money,
and, by the French interest such credit at St. Germaines, as to obtain a Commission from King
James to be a Major General, with a power to raise and command forces in his behalf, which was
the main thing he aimed at: but at the same time Captain John Murray, brother to Mr. Murray of
Abercarnie, and Captain James Murray, brother to Sir David Murray of Stanhope, were likewise
under the protection of Queen Anne’s act of Indemnity sent over to Scotland to be a Check upon
him, and bring intelligence how they found the tempers of the people, and their inclinations
towards King James. Thus provided, Frazer arrived in England; and on the borders of Scotland was
met by the Duke of Argyle, and by him conducted to Edinburgh, where he was kept private, and
being fully instructed what he was to do, the Duke of Queensberry gave him a pass to secure him
from being apprehended, in obedience to the letters of fire and sword emitted against him: and now
he goes to the Highlands, introduces himself to the Company of all that he knew were well affected
to King James and his interest, there produces his Major-General’s Commission, as a testificate of
the trust reposed in him, and proposes their rising in arms, and signifying the same under their
hands, that the King might know assuredly who they were, and what numbers he had to trust to,
and regulate his affairs accordingly. Some were so far seduced, as to assure him, they were ready
to serve the King, tho’ I believe there was none did it in the terms he demanded, but generally there
were few that did not regret the King’s reposing any trust in a person of so bad a character, and
fearing he would betray them, refused to treat or come to particulars with him. After he had
trafficked here and there thro’ the Highlands with small success, when the Parliament was
prorogued, he went to London, to consider of what further use he might be to his Constituents
resolving (tho’ the Primum Mobile, and his patron, the Duke of Argyle, was now dead) to continue
in their service, and they finding he had made but a small progress, and could not as yet fix any
thing at the doors of these persons against whom they levelled, resolved to send him again to
France, to demand letters, and further encouragement, to the Dukes of Hamilton and Athole, the
Earls of Seafield and Cromarty, and the Cavaliers: and for that end the Duke of Queensberry
procured him, and two others with him, a pass from the Earl of Nottingham, Secretary of England,
under borrowed names. If he went upon a good design, as the Duke of Queensberry afterwards
alledg’d, why needed he have made their persons and business such a secret to the Secretary, as he
must know neither? But before Frazer reached Paris and had executed his black design, it came to
light in a great measure; for the famous Mr. Ferguson soon discovered, and consequently defeated
the project, when it was as yet but in Embrio; for Frazer, whilst he was in London, having
addressed himself to him, and one Mr. William Keith (son of Sir William Keith of — in Lockhart,
and a great depender on the Duke of Athole) he acquainted them with his pretended design and
project for King James, and mightily pressed Keith, that he’d use his endeavours to persuade the
Duke of Athole to forgive him, and allow him access to his Grace, since he was heartily sorry for
the crime he had committed, and was promoting so good a design: but Keith (tho’ he play’d the
fool and dipt deep enough with him in all other points) told him, that was what he could not
presume to propose, and what he knew the Duke of Athole would never grant. But Ferguson, an
old experienced plotter, understanding his character, suspected his integrity; and it coming to his



knowledge, that he was often privately with the Scots Courtiers, was by them supported, and had
obtained a pass, as above related, he soon concluded, that there was some base design in hand, and
thereupon gave the Duke of Athole notice of it: and he having again inquired at the Earl of
Notingham, and finding Ferguson’s informations to hold good, and his suspicions to be well
grounded, acquaints Q. Anne of the whole procedure, accusing the Duke of Queensberry in
particular, and his other friends and partizans, of corresponding with and protecting a person
out-lawed in the kingdom of Scotland, guilty of the most horrid crimes, and a trafficker with
France: whereupon the Duke of Queensberry, to vindicate himself, declared that Frazer, when he
came to Scotland, wrote to him, that he could make great discoveries for the Queen’s service, that
upon that account he had sent for him, given him a protection in Scotland, and again procured him
a pass in England, with a design he should go to France, and make a clearer discovery, which he
did not doubt he’d have performed, had not the matter come too soon to light, and as a convincing
proof thereof, he produces a letter from the Queen Mother, directed to Lord Murray (formerly the
title of the Duke of Athole before his father died); but his Grace made use of such solid arguments,
and convincing proofs to show the fallacy of that letter, that Q. Anne herself could not deny, but
that she thought it not genuine. Now let any impartial Judge consider, if it is probable that Frazer,
with whom no honest man in Scotland would converse, who was under sentence of death, and not
such a fool as to imagine that he had interest to do any thing of moment for King James’s service,
could have had the impudence to address the French King in the terms as did, and come over to
Scotland, unless he had been put upon it, and protected by such as could support him at home. If he
only proposed to cheat the French King of a little money, why came he to Scotland with it, since he
knew he could not fail, in time, to be discovered, and then could neither hope to be protected there,
or dare return to France? These, | say, and many other such shrewd presumptions, make it clear
what was the design of this pretended plot, and if successful, how dismal the consequences of it
would have proved, viz., the destruction of those who opposed the designs of the Scots Courtiers
and the English Ministry against Scotland, how happy it was in being rendered abortive, before the
designed conception had come to full maturity; and how odious the thoughts of such a hellish
conspiracy, and the abettors thereof, ought to be in the Eyes of all good men.”

As Mr. Lockhart, in the preceding extract, has mentioned Captain James Murray, my Uncle, but
seems not to have been fully informed of every particular of the fact, it may not be amiss to
observe, that Captain James Murray did not come over with Mr. Frazer of Beaufort, afterwards
Lord Lovat, but was sent privately by himself by the Court of St. Germains with letters to the
leading men of the Party in Scotland, to acquaint them with the nature of Mr. Frazer’s commission,
and the interest which had procured him their Countenance. He had luckly delivered his
Despatches, before Mr. Frazer came to Edinburgh, and having taken the benefit of the Princess
Anne’s act of indemnity, had not only appeared publickly, but had been to wait on the Duke of
Queensberry®” (at his Grace’s own desire), by whom he was much caressed on account of their
former intimacy: but upon Mr. Frazer’s seeing the Duke, and hearing that Captain James Murray
had been in the Country before him, he let his Grace know that if the Captain continued in
Scotland, it would be impossible for him to effectuate his scheme; so the next time the Captain
paid his Levee, he was very cooly received; and soon after a proclamation was issued at the Cross
of Edinburgh, offering a reward of £500 to take him dead or alive. The Captain happened then to
be in town, and at the time of the proclamation was in a shop facing the Cross where one of the

3 Charles, 3" duke, b. 1698, d. 1778.



Heralds observed him, and having disrobed himself as soon as the proclamation was over, came
and informed him of what had happened; upon which the Captain went directly to the
Grass-Market, where he hired an horse, and went to his Brother’s house in Tweddale, but an
express being sent to acquaint him, that a search had been made for him in Edinburgh soon after he
had left it, he thought himself unsafe there, and so went into Annandale, whither a party was sent in
pursuit of him, which he very narrowly escaped, being alarmed with the news of their approach
when in bed at the town of Annan, and had no more time than to dress and get on horseback, so that
he was obliged to ride across the Firth of Solway at 12 o’clock at night, and very providentially got
safe to the English side, where he skulked till he got an opportunity to go abroad to the King, in
whose service he died at St. Germains a short time after the peace of Utrecht.

For these reasons | was shy, and could not believe, that he would ever perform what his
Associates had promised in his name, though he had bound himself by a solemn oath. Besides, the
influence which the particulars I have already mentioned had upon me, | was not ignorant of his
having done dirty work when in favour; Lochiel having acquainted me of his violences in the
Highlands, when he had his independent company, and the threats he had used to him, though his
Relation. In short, his keen opposition in the Elections of that year seemed to me to proceed rather
from resentment, and a view to render himself of consequence, thereby to get something in lieu of
his Company, than any sincere inclination to serve the King. It will easily be imagined, after
considering the above reasons, that it was with great difficulty | was prevailed on to have any
intercourse with him, but being incessantly and strenuously invited and importuned, and reflecting
that the station | was in, in some degree, obliged me to converse with all who professed an
attachment to the Royal Family, | at length consented, at the request of Mr. John Macleod of
Nuick,® who had brought me repeated invitations from his Lordship, as | had a great opinion of
that Gentleman’s honour and prudence: but | was so diffident of his Lordship’s integrity, and so
much upon my guard, that notwithstanding the many questions he put to me, the seeming
simplicity with which he expressed himself, and the uncommon caresses he always bestowed,
when he had an intention to pump, | gave him very little satisfaction, and avoided answering
directly to any material questions he asked. This cautious way of proceeding was the cause of our
future intimacy; his Lordship finding | was not to be prevailed upon to speak out, till I was satisfied
of the person’s sincerity with whom | conversed. He frequently observed this to others, and
sometimes took occasion to mention it to me in a very artful and flattering way; yet | was still upon
my guard, and told him no more than was necessary, or what | knew would be communicated to
him by others, never being able to persuade myself that he was the man he professed himself to be;
which nevertheless did not prevent him from declaring himself openly when in Edinburgh, and
corresponding with me when in the Highlands by letters under his own hand, which he seldom did
to any body, so that I may safely say, | was among the few who ever got his secrets without
imparting their own. He frequently gave me an account of some of his proceedings against the
Royal Family,* which would have made any other man blush: but as soon as | blamed him, and
hinted my surprize, that one, who professed so strong an attachment to the Royal family, should
have done so much to thwart their measures, he never failed to declare with the strongest
asseverations, that his principles were nevertheless always the same; and concluded by saying, that
when an occasion offered, he was able to vindicate his actions to the King.

*# John Macleod, afterwards of Muiravonside, Linlithgowshire, son of John, second of Bemera, an
advocate, practised at the bar 1688-1732. He assisted in the abduction of Lady Grange. His son
Alexander was A.D.C. to the Prince, and was pardoned, 1778,



* He told me that in the year 1715 he came to Scotland with a resolution to oppose the Earl of Mar: that at Dumfries he was
known by a Blacksmith, who imagined he was going to join the Earl, as he was incognito; and having informed the
Magistrates, they came to his lodging to arrest him, but he, pretending to be affronted at being suspected, refused to go to
prison, and struck one of them, upon which (as he expressed it) they all fell on board him, and never was a Lord better
drubbed, and then carried to gaol. Next day the Marquis of Annandale (Lord Lieutenant of the County) came to town in a
violent hurry, having been pursued by a party of horse from Moffat commanded by Mr. Basil Hamilton: that he immediately
sent to his Lordship to complain of his imprisonment, being come to Scotland to oppose the insurgents; upon which he was
released, and got the command and forming of all the Militia who were there, to oppose Mr. Hamilton if he should advance:
that, after forming the Cameronian foot under Major Hepburn, and putting himself at the head of the horse, intelligence was
brought that a body of the insurgents was marching to the town from Galloway. Upon which, after ordering a fine avenue of
trees to be cut down to barricade the town on the side of Moffat (which, he said, he did more to be revenged of the
inhabitants for his drubbing, than from any necessity) he marched his horse to oppose the party said to be on their march
from Galloway, but when he came to the bridge, and looked back to observe the order of his horse, he was surprised to find
they had all deserted him but four, of which number, he said, the Laird of Heron afterwards pretended to be one, but he did
not think he was. This story he told with great humour.

+ Lord Lovat was not present at this meeting; but was told of it.

But what above all induced him to put entire confidence in me was my engaging to make the
following attempt. Mr. Clayton, then Commander in chief in Scotland, was a man of knowledge
and experience in the art of war, thoroughly well acquainted with the Country, and greatly beloved
and esteemed for his humanity and affability. Such a man, it was evident, would be a thorn in our
sides, in case of an insurrection; and it was therefore necessary, if possible, to secure his person,
and prevent his commanding the army. At a consultationt held at Bohaldy’s lodgings, this was
mentioned, and after several schemes were proposed, | agreed to attempt to carry him off from
Edinburgh to the Highlands, as soon as we had certain intelligence of an embarkation; a thing by
no means so difficult as it may appear to people ignorant of the Country and his way of living.

Bohaldy having now staid as long as he thought proper, | sent my servant and horses with him
the length of Carlisle, to prevent his being discovered by hiring horses at Edinburgh; and as soon as
he was gone, | applied myself to execute the Commissions enjoined me.

As money seemed to be a material acquisition, I made out a list of such as | imagined would
contribute; and first applied to Mr. Hay of Drumelzier, who told me without any hesitation, that
though his affairs did not then enable him to give any large sum, yet what he could spare he would
freely give, provided he was not the first; not that any other’s contributing before him would
regulate the sum, for he had already resolved upon the extent, but was determined not to be the first
to set the example. Though this was a disappointment for the present, yet | flattered myself he still
might be prevailed upon, and therefore desired Lord Traquair to speak to him; which I did chiefly
to convince him that it was no scheme of my own; but notwithstanding all we jointly said to him at
ameeting in Edinburgh, he positively refused, without assigning any other reason than what he had
done before; which, however frivolous it may seem to some, | am persuaded was the only one that
prevented him, as | believe nobody wishes more sincerely the happiness and prosperity of the
Royal Family, nor has acted a more uniform part than he.

The next person | applied to was Mr Lockhart of Carnwath;*® but without coming directly to the
point, gave him to understand that it was not unlikely that something might soon be done in the
King’s favour. This | did with a view to move his passions, raise his curiosity, and draw such
professions from him as might put it out of his power to refuse me. What | said seemed to have the

* George, eldest son of the author of the Lockhart Papers. He surrendered to Government after
Prestonpans.



desired effect; his face glowed with anxiety, and his tongue was not wanting in the strongest
expressions of zeal and attachment to the Cause; and again and again repeated how ready he was to
do every thing in his power to forward it. Then thinking I had said enough to introduce my request,
| proposed the loan, promising security in his Majesty’s name, and assuring him of the great
necessity there then was for a small sum, leaving it to him to give whatever he thought proper; but
in place of an answer conform to the professions he had made, the joy which for some time had
seated itself upon his countenance immediately vanished, and left nothing behind it but the gloom
of disappointment. As soon as he had recovered a little, he excused himself by saying, that then
was a most unlucky time, having no money by him, and being obliged at Quarter-Day to pay his
brother and Sisters patrimonies. | answered, that | was sorry the necessity of the King’s affairs
should oblige me to make a demand of money at a time when so faithful a friend had it not in his
power to assist him; but | begged leave to observe, that he had a Cash Accompt with the New
Bank,*® from whence he could at any time draw a few hundred pounds. To this he replied, that he
had but lately drawn for a large sum, and a further demand so soon might look odd, as he was not
accustomed to do it, and might be a means to hurt his Credit. This appeared reasonable; so, to
obviate all difficulties, | offered to join my Credit with his for whatever sum he was willing to
advance; which could not appear strange to the Managers, as they would naturally imagine the
money was for my use, and he only Surety: and as it was not so easy to find an immediate evasion
to this proposal, he neither positively refused nor consented, but said he would think of it; yet
notwithstanding | had frequent opportunities of mentioning it to him, he would by no means
consent.

Though this fact is not represented in a stronger light than it really happened, | should be sorry it
gave an unfavourable opinion of Mr. Lockhart’s principles, as | am well persuaded he was very
sincere, having behaved with great honour, spirit, and generosity, when things came to the push,
and much belied the low opinion many of the party entertained of him, as will appear from the
sequel; and indeed | was then ready to believe his backwardness was more owing to former
attempts of that kind having been made at improper times, and by unfit persons, than to any want
of inclination.

| became then sensible, though too late, that my little experience in business had made me guilty
of a great oversight, for | ought to have had the letter to shew, wherein Bohaldy said he was
ordered to raise the money, which would have obviated all difficulties; but I so little doubted his
veracity, or other people’s forwardness, that I neither asked to see or be possessed of it, but took it
for granted that the persons | applied to would be as ready to contribute, according to their
circumstances, as they had been to make professions of their zeal to serve the Royal Family.

The late Duke of Hamilton came to town soon after, and not doubting of success with him, |
begged to have an opportunity to talk with his Grace in private, which he granted very graciously,
and appointed the next morning at nine of the Clock. I attended at the time fixed, and having
acquainted his Grace with the task enjoined me, he seemed to approve the proposal; very frankly
promised to contribute what sum he should find he could spare; named Sir James Hamilton of
Rosehaugh,** and some others, as proper persons to be applied to; talked of the affair with much
eagerness; and finally made an apology, why he could not pay the money immediately, it being

* The Royal Bank of Scotland — “the Old Bank” was the Bank of Scotland.

*! The Hamiltons of Rosehaugh were a branch of the family of Barncleuch.



then near the time of the general election, which put him to vast expense; but assured me it should
be paid out of the first money that came to his hands; and at the same time desired me to wait upon
him again, or write to him, that he might not neglect it. Though I had little reason to suspect a
disappointment, yet as his Grace took no further notice of it for some weeks, | thought it would be
proper to remind him, as he had desired; and therefore went to Peebles, where he was solliciting
the Borough, and there I took an occasion to let him know that things were very pressing, and that
a small sum would be of great service at that juncture. To this he returned much the same answer as
before, which gave me some concern, for there was the greatest reason to believe that, had he
advanced any sum, his example would have been followed by many; but what concerned me still
more was his seeming at this interview not anywise affected with the zeal he had expressed at the
former, which, as he never asked to know my authority, could not possibly flow from any
diffidence of me. | therefore suspected that his professions of attachment to the Royal Family
proceeded more from policy, and an instability of temper, than real principle, as no man of his
circumstances would have hesitated to give so triffling a proof of his sincerity, had he spoke his
real sentiments. If his Grace’s conduct in publick life is considered, it will be found that | had great
reason for my suspicion; of which several people now living at Rome may be Judges from his
behaviour when there.

So finding this scheme was not likely to succeed, and being very much pressed for money, to
supply Sir James Campbell, who | was made to believe would be of vast service* in Argileshire,
and who, without it, would inevitably leave the Country, | applied to Mr. Dickson, an Attorney, to
borrow me £200, for which I would give bond. This Gentleman, without knowing for what it was
intended, procured the money, and as Lord Traquair had been the person who drew me into this
affair, could better afford it, and was in reason most obliged to engage his Credit, | acquainted him
with what | proposed to do, and desired he might joinf in the Bond, which he did, and I transmitted
the money to Sir James Campbell by his son-in-law, Mr. Cameron of Lochiel, and in return
received his receipt for it.

To leave the Duke of Hamilton no room for an excuse, | wrote a pressing letter to him, which |
sent by Mr. Charles Smith of Boulogne,* to whom | communicated the Contents. This Gentleman
(whom 1 call upon to vouch this fact), upon his return to Edinburgh, assured me he had delivered
the letter, and took particular notice that his Grace read it three several times, once at the window,
by the fire, and by Candle light, but gave him no answer, either by word or writing. When his
Grace came to town, | immediately waited upon him, but his Levee being very numerous, was
going to retire, and take another opportunity, till upon his going to the door, when some of his
Company left him, he stopped me, saying, he desired to speak with me, and stept aside to the
window. | then told him, I had wrote according to his orders, but having no return, begged to know
his answer. At this he pretended some surprize, saying he did not remember to have received it: but
upon my naming the person who had delivered the letter, and remarking his having read it three
several times, he then recollected it, but said, that not adverting from whom it came, he must have
looked upon it as a dun, and thrown it aside. | then asked what he intended, and if I was to expect
the money? To which he replied, that the affair was then much out of his head, and desired | would
take another opportunity to talk to him further of it, which | promised to do, and took my leave.

2" An “eminent merchant,” whose son married Elizabeth Seton, heiress of Touch. Cf. James Mohr
MacGregor’s confession, Brit. Mus. Mss. Add. 33050, f. 369. Died at Touch 1768. Cf. also The
Scottish Antiquary, April 1897, p. 189, and The Family of Seton, p. 345.
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* | put it to that Gentleman to prove, that he ever attempted to engage one man in his district to join the Prince, either before
or after his landing: and he is alone able to account for his proceedings from the time | parted with him at his son-in-Law
Lochiel’s house, soon after the Prince’s landing, till he was made a prisoner, as well as how he came to be made one so early.

¥ I received a letter from Rome some time after, desiring I might not advance any more money, or engage my Credit; and
promising that the £200 should be paid. Mr. Edgar certainly remembers this.

This extraordinary behaviour surprized me a good deal. The affair was too recent to have escaped
his memory, and his voluntary desire to speak to me left no room to doubt of its being upon that
subject, as | had never any business with him but upon the King’s affairs: yet, upon reflection, |
judged that his desire to talk with me had proceeded from inadvertency, and soon discovering his
error he endeavoured to bring himself off by pleading forgetfulness. | was no sooner got to the
Market-Cross than | was informed that he intended to set out next morning for London, which
convinced me his desire to talk with me again was only a feint; so being resolved, if possible, to
have something under his hand, | wrote the same afternoon, telling him | was informed of his
intended Journey to England, and begged to have an answer to the affair upon which | had the
honour to talk to him that morning. In return to which he wrote, as near as | can [remember] at this
distance of time, to the following purpose: “That though the particulars which had passed between
us, in relation to the raising a sum of money, had much escaped his memory, he should
nevertheless be glad to have that matter fully represented to him, and as his stay in Scotland was to
be so short, desired | would take the trouble to make it known to Mr. Hamilton” (the person who, |
formerly observed, wrote the letter* to Colonel Urquhart by his Grace’s order). It may be easily
believed, that this letter could give no satisfaction: on the contrary, it convinced me, that his zeal
for the Royal Family was not so ardent as he then inclined to have the party think. His referring me
to a second person | could not take well. If he inclined to be informed, as the Gentleman was to
remain in Scotland, his intelligence must have been communicated by letter, which I might have
done with as much propriety, and perhaps more safety than he. It was employing another person
without any necessity, which in business of that nature ought not to be done; and with deference to
his Grace’s superior knowledge, it was a little indelicate as well as impolitick. Though I could have
got over any scruple of that nature, had I imagined him sincere; yet Mr. Hamilton’s} natural
temper was enough to make me decline it. We were no strangers to each other upon such subjects,
having conversed a good deal together at Peebles, when among others he objected against some
things then said to be upon the Tapis,& alledging the King was guided; which gave me no
favourable idea either of his sense or principles. For how poorly soever the scheme then mentioned
might have been said to be projected, his business was not to treat it with derision, but to find fault
like a Gentleman, by regretting the supposed ill concerted measures, and pointing out a remedy.
His sense | called in question from the weak and unguarded expression he used. Who is not
guided? Judges are guided by the Law and Presidents: a criminal is guided by the forms of the
Court. Men of all professions are guided by the several customs and examples handed down to
them by time and their predecessors: and though the political Science is vast, yet it may, like
others, be reduced to fixed principles, according to men and times. We are all guided by the dead

* Approving of my being employed in the King’s service.

¥ This Gentleman had been very active in the year 1715 in dissuading people from joining the Earl of Mar; and from thence
went by the name of Lord Blantyre’s Aid-de-Camp.

¥ A scheme then said to have been in agitation, in which the Associators, as far as | know, never were concerned.

or living: for let us look with Care into ancient history, and we will find precedents to the most
singular instances of modern politicks, with the most refined remedies to defeat their effects. Little



of that kind is new to us: if we read, we learn; and he is an extraordinary man who falls upon
anything in that science, which has not already been discovered and practised. If by the living, it
must be allowed to proceed from a laudable, humane, and honest disposition, not blown up or
worried with our own knowledge, nor suffering our self-sufficiency so far to get the better as to
make us imagine we are able to discuss and determine affairs of the utmost importance without
assistance. Men are like Watches,* some of a finer and more delicate make than others: the one
goes justly, the other not. Like them in shape, so are we generally much one and the same: but our
organs of sense, like their wheels and springs, are finer and coarser, as the workman has bestowed

* | hope this Comparison will not be esteemed inconsistent with the Christian Scheme, or the rules of sound Philosophy, as no
such thing is intended.

labour upon them, or the Supreme Being more exquisite degrees of sensation upon our organs.
From this | may be allowed to infer, that the greater share of good sense a man is possessed of, the
readier he will be to ask advice of a person, of whose knowledge and perspicuity he has had
experience; and the greater abilities he is master of, the more his admirable talents enable him to
judge of right and wrong, his own failings, and the equitable, just, judicious sentiments of others,
the stronger will be his inclination to lay aside his own conceited self-sufficiency, and embrace the
opinion of his friend. Politicks differ from some other Sciences in this, that as the mind of man is
variable and deceitful, the design, or double intention, which one of equal Capacity may not
discover, another less sanguine may. The Judge, cool and unconcerned, may observe from the
Countenance of a witness that deceit and prevarication, which the Counsel, examining, and warm
in the Cause of his Client, may possibly overlook; and yet the Counsel may be a man of greater
abilities than the then more penetrating Judge. We ought therefore to praise and applaud the man
whose superior good sense directs him to inquire into the opinion and sentiments of others, and
even, if necessary, like the Bee, suck honey from the poisonous herb. In fine, though | am almost
sorry to have made so long a digression, yet | flatter myself it cannot be disagreeable to support the
sentiments of the Wise Man, That there is nothing new under the Sun. That what was, is now. And
what is, has been, and shall be in time to come. Let no man then plume himself upon his own
abilities. We are all actuated Beings, and have no title to believe that our Creator has exerted his
omnipotence further in the formation of us, by a more lively operation of the Immaterial upon the
material substance, than our Fore-fathers, from whose example we acquire the experience which
guides and directs all wise men.

But to return to our former subject. The disappointments | had met with, made me lay aside all
thoughts of any further solicitations at this time; few having it more in their power, than those
already spoke to: and of all the King’s friends in the Low Country, none were esteemed to have
more zeal and attachment to the Royal Family, than they. Their refusal therefore, gave small
encouragement to apply to others, whose abilities were not equal, or professions stronger. Besides,
to have pushed things further, would have savoured too much of begging, and given too mean an
idea of the King’s circumstances: so | contented myself with transmitting to Rome an account of
the unsuccessful steps | had taken to accomplish the end proposed.

I would not have it imagined that this money business employed all my time: far from confining
my services to that particular alone, | enlarged my acquaintance with the Loyal Party, who were
many of them no strangers to the trust reposed in me; and continued my endeavours to extinguish
the remains of divisions among the Clergy, as a means to advance the King’s interest by their
continuing unanimously to instil these principles of Loyalty into the Laity,* the practice whereof
had gained them their Sovereign’s favour and the deserved character of Loyalty, in the most




discouraging and oppressive times. To bring about this good end, | applied to Bishop Keith*® (the
chief stickler against Mr. Harper, whom the King had nominated) and endeavoured to persuade
him, that the only method to conclude all differences, and merit the King’s favour and
countenance, was to consent to his nomination.

* |If the sufferings, Loyalty and firmness of that body of Men, be properly considered, it will be found that no part of the
Christian Church, in any era, ever acted with more disinterestedness, courage, and resolution, than they have done since
1688; which deservedly renders them worthy of the esteem, favour and protection of all men of worth and honour.

After some conversation, which was not like to terminate in any fixed resolution, | told him that
flying in the face of the King’s Conge would have a very bad look, and appear inconsistent with
those principles of loyalty they had hitherto unvariably professsed, and inculcated into their
hearers: that the Consequence of such conduct might prove very detrimental to his Majesty by the
bad example it would give some, and perhaps hurt themselves in the Eyes of others who had a
proper regard to the King’s interest, seeing him gainsaid in an affair which had been esteemed the
right of, and practised by, every King since the Reformation. If he would assign sufficient reasons
for their refusal, 1 was ready to transmit them, and did not doubt but they would have their due
influence; and if not | must be excused to think that such proceeding would be an attempt to
diminish the authority they acknowledged. He was at no loss for specious answers to all my
arguments; but finding it necessary to come to the point, he plainly said, it was what neither he nor
his Brethren** could consent to, the person named being a man unworthy to be received by any
Body of Christian Bishops, and had the King known his character, he was confident he would not
have named him to be their head. Having never heard anything to Mr. Harper’s discredit, and being
desirous to learn the particulars laid to his charge, | begged to know his reasons for so severe a
censure: but after many arguments on both sides, he absolutely refused; not being inclined, as he
said, to enter into the private character of any of his brethren. This, I told him, was no satisfactory
answer to me, and there was reason to suspect that it would be far less so where | should be obliged
to send it: for to accuse a man in such general terms was accusing him of every thing that was bad;
at least it was giving mankind room to conjecture the worst; was a thing permitted in no Court of
Judicature in the Christian world, and allowed by every body to be very unbecoming a Christian,
especially one of his Cloath; therefore hoped he would be particular, which would certainly be of
advantage to him and his party; whereas, if such an answer, as he had given, was transmitted to
Rome, it would not represent him in the most amiable light, but in all probability prove favourable
to the other. Finding all 1 could say did not prevail with him to specify any particular Blemish, and
knowing that his influence with his Brethren was considerable, | proposed by way of
compromise,* that if they would agree to elect Messieurs Harper and Blair Bishops, they might
then proceed to the nomination of the Metropolitan, who, | would engage, should be confirmed.
This proposal did not seem to be so disagreeable as the former: but he was too cautious to lay
himself under any positive obligation; and answered, that as he had but a single voice, he could not
pretend to promise on behalf of his brethren, but that Mr. Blair was a man to whom he believed no
objection would be made, and that he would therefore acquaint the rest of the College with the
overture, and let me know their answer; which he did soon after. | was then in the Country, when

* Consecrated without a diocese 18 June 1727. Bishop of Orkney, Caithness and the Isles 1731. In
1733 elected to superintendence of Fife also, but he resided at Edinburgh; elected Primus 1743.

* The College of Bishops.



his letter came to hand unsubscribed, and wrote in a Cant style, importing, that he had wrote to
some, and consulted with other members of the College, who unanimously rejected the proposal,
Because it would be flying in the face of the King’s authority. The seeming oddity of the answer
made me curious to have it explained, but as | had little reason to expect much satisfaction, I
postponed any enquiry till my return to town, when | was informed by one of the Presbyters,fthat

* By Bishop Keith.

+ This must be allowed, even by his opponents, to be a mark of great moderation; especially considering the interest he had:
and indeed I never could observe any thing in him, that was not quite consistent with the Clergyman and Gentleman.

¥ He was likewise strongly recommended by others.

§ May 3", 1743, being Ascension day, above 8 months before the Dunkirk Embarkation. Though his business was near two
years in agitation, | thought proper not to interrupt the story by any intervening facts.

* | did this from a friendly inclination to the whole venerable Body, for whom | always had the greatest respect, as a means to
keep them in the King’s favour, who, 1 was afraid, might not look upon them with a good Eye, when he found them obstinately
bent upon rejecting his nomination.

+ Mr. David Rae,* a friend of Mr. Harper.
! The father of Lord Eskgrove.

upon occasion of a former dispute his Majesty had condescended to allow them the naming of all
the vacant Bishops, except the Metropolitan, which he reserved to himself; and that they were now
afraid, should these two Gentlemen be received, the scales would be turned, and their schemes
thwarted. Though this alledged reason* was not without its difficulties, yet | was determined to
make a further tryal: but was prevented by a conversation | had with Mr. Harper, wherein he
desired no further mention might be made of him,f being sorry to think there should be any
disputes upon his account. | then made it my business to learn who was the person the most likely
to be agreeable to both parties, and found that Bishop Rattray*> was a man of extensive
knowledge, great moderation, and unexceptionable character; agreeable to most of his brethren,
and bid the fairest to put an end to all divisions: so in the first letters | wrote, after mentioning what
had passed, | recommended him,% and afterwards received orders for his Election, which,
however, did not take place, being taken ill the same day§ on which he arrived at Edinburgh, and
died in three or four days afterwards, which put a stop to that business during my time.

I was of opinion from the first that the members of the Association had not weight and interest
sufficient to effectuate the scheme proposed, without previously engaging others: but as it would
have been a very rash step in me to have mentioned the whole or any part of the Plan, without the
consent of the Majority, | only observed to them, that without extending their connections, it was
impossible to bring matters to bear, as, in case of a Descent, none, but such as were in the secret.
could be in a condition to join: and as in all undertakings of that nature, the utmost vigour and
dispatch was necessary, the being obliged to wait for a junction with such as were unprepared
would occasion a great loss of time, and might prove a vast hindrance to the expedition, if it did not

_| ™ Ifhe had been master either of abilities or interest enough to effectuate so arduous a task, he had not time to accomplish
it from the date of his being appointed Agent, till he set out for Rome; he never was in Scotland after that, except in the
Spring 1741, and then but a short time, and in private at Edinburgh, as | have already mentioned.

¥ If this particular is seriously attended to, it will appear that Lovat and Drummond had much the same interest in keeping
the affair a secret to all except those already concerned: for had others less prejudiced in their favour been admitted, it is
obvious they would not only have discovered the impropriety of the steps they were taking, together with the narrowness of
the plan, but would have objected as well to Lovat’s being the chief Director, as to Bohaldy’s being the Agent: whereas the
King’s situation made it improper for him to object to either, had he been never so much convinced of the
self-interestedness of the first, or of the fallacy and incapacity of the latter.




entirely prevent its success. They would by no means give ear to any proposal of this nature;
alledging it was very dangerous; that there was not a person of any consequence in the Highlands,
who had not been already engaged by Bohaldy,* or one employed by him; that it was agreed to
take no step without a general consent; and that Lord Lovat{ would never agree to it. It is very
evident, that had Bohaldy’s affirmation been as true as it was absolutely false, there was no need of
an Association: his own interest, assiduity, and influence had been sufficient to bring about their
wishes, and he had deservedly merited greater praise than Monk, or most men to be met with in
history. Though any unbiassed man, with half an Eye, might have seen the improbability of this
Gasconade, yet he had insinuated himself so deeply into their favour, and gained such an ascendant
over them, by his bold and positive assertions, that nothing he said was doubted; which appeared
so unaccountable in men not void of sense, that | was at a loss what to think, and resolved to
suspend my judgment for a time, nor to move in so delicate an affair, till I saw further. It was not
long, however, before | had reason to be strengthened in my opinion, for the late Sir Alexander
MacDonald of Slate® came to Edinburgh that year, and having by some means learned that there
was a scheme carrying on, and that Bohaldy had put him down in the list* he gave to the French
Court, was very much displeased, and declared he had never given any authority to do so, nor had
he ever spoke to him on the subject. This story plainly demonstrates that Bohaldy’s assertion was
void of all foundation, for if this Gentleman, Chief of one of the first families and largest
followings in the Country, had not been applied to, how improbable is it that numbers of inferior
rank were, to whom it would have been more dangerous to have communicated the secret? And yet
I must frankly acknowledge, that those | was concerned with were so strongly prepossessed, or
rather infatuated, with a favourable opinion of this man, that my eves were not opened for some
time; so naturally are we induced to think with men of our own principles, and for whom we have
a regard; but as I do not intend to leave any thing | advance dubious or liable to exceptions, where
it is in my power to bring unquestionable proof, | appeal to Mr. Macleod of Nuick, now living, for
the truth of this story.

* Not to break the thread of the story, which the following particular would do, I choose to mention Bohaldy’s method of
engaging people in the King’s interests, by way of note. To such as were imagined to favour the King’s interest, he
introduced the subject, and if they dropped any favourable expressions, he then insinuated that it was a pity the King
should be unacquainted with their principles; and if they seemed to think any correspondence dangerous, he then offered
to make their way of thinking known to his Majesty, without their running any risk; to which if they consented, he from
that day counted them as so many sure Cards. This he told me at Paris, and at the same time regretted he could not make
the King comprehend his scheme; and asked me if 1 did? To which | answered that the method was easily conceived, but
how far it would prove effectual was very dubious. He then asked me to observe in my letter to his Majesty, that he had
made it known to me, and that | could easily conceive it; which | believe | promised, as it seemed plausible till maturely
considered; which | had not done at that time. But it is obvious, his Majesty thought with too much justness and
perspicuity to depend upon anything so vague and indefinite: and indeed, when after my return to Scotland | came to put
it in practice, and consider seriously of'it, it appeared plainly to be cheating the King, and putting a construction on men’s
meaning quite contrary from what they intended.

As it would only swell this paper to mention every incident, and as nothing of any great

* Seventh baronet, nephew of the chief attainted after the ‘15. He took the Government side in the
‘45. Married, 1733, (1) Anne, widow of Lord Ogilvy; (2) Margaret, daughter of ninth Earl of
Eglinton; he died, aged 36, 23" Nov. 1746. In justification of Bohaldy, cf. the statement of Miss
MacLeod as to correspondence between MacLeod, Sir Alexander MacDonald, and Prince Charles,
quoted in MacKenzie’s History of the MacDonalds, p. 234.



consequence happened till the month of December 1742,1 shall venture to begin at that time by
observing, that Bohaldy had not till then obliged us with any news of Consequence, though the
time was at hand, when, according to his ultimate promise,* the troops were intended to land. The
Earl of Traquair then received a letter from him, containing some vague and frivolous reasons why
the Descent had failed in the Autumn; and assuring him, the troops and every thing necessary
would be embarked early in the Spring. His Lordship laid the letter before Locheil and me; and
neither of them seeming to make any of the objections to which I thought it was liable, I took the
liberty to say, that it was not wrote as by a man that understood business; for admitting the reasons
to be just, it was a little uncommon to write so carelessly upon an affair of such vast consequence,
as this was, to all concerned. There were a number of preliminary steps to be taken, as | had before
remarked, and yet it did not appear that any had been taken, nor did he insinuate they ought. It was
true, the number of troops were specified, the places of their landing¥ fixt upon, arms, ammunition
and money said to be provided, all necessary precautions, and without which they could not hope
for success; but all these, however material, were far from being sufficient: it was likewise true,
that the Country had been divided, according to their original plan, into different Districts,¥ and
each allotted to the care of one of the Associators, who engaged to make it his business to

* He had said when at Edinburgh, that the scheme would he executed in the Autumn or Spring.
+ The main body at or near Aberdeen; and 1500 in Kintire.

¥ Itis very evident, that this division of the Country was well intended, and might have been of great use, had the persons to
whom the different Districts were allotted acted with assiduity: but it did not appear, after the Prince’s landing, that any
considerable progress had been made, except in Lochaber.

forward the interest of the Cause in his province, by gaining as many of the principal* inhabitants
as possible. 1 did not doubt but that Quarter of the Country allotted to Locheil was well affected,
and would appear to a man; nor did | hesitate to believe, he had used all methods to secure them (as
it afterwards appeared he had); but it did not seem that things were upon so good a footing in other
places.

To Lord Lovat were allotted the Grants of Strathspey, the Macintoshes, the Mackenzies, all the
people of Ross-shire and further North, together with the Chisholms and Grants of Urquhart.
Though I made no doubt of the two last turning out, being his immediate neighbours, yet they were
very inconsiderable in number, and as far as | could learn, he had not to that day endeavoured to
gain any number of these for whom he had undertaken.

Sir James Campbell was entrusted with the care of Argyleshire and the islands adjacent: but it
did not appear he had engaged any body; at least he had transmitted no such accounts to us. There
was no reason to doubt, that the body of men, proposed to be landed in that part of the Country
would be joined by the MacLeans, MacLaughlans, and perhaps Largo’s*’ people, and some
others: but this did not put things upon a better footing than before. These people were already well
inclined, and only waited a favourable opportunity to shew themselves; but were not such as
merited the greatest attention. To gain friends was the chief design of parcelling out the Country
into different Districts: and if Sir James had executed that which was more necessary in his
province than in any other (and which I did not pretend to deny he had done) he ought to have
given a distinct account of his proceedings and success, from whence it might be known what
assistance was to be expected.

* MacDonald of Largie, in Kintyre; an independent branch of the Clan Donald.



* 1 think it necessary to be circumstantial, and thereby give a clear view of the management after the Association, from
whence it will be easy to see the little attention that was given to the most material point.

¥ Itis evident from this, that things were not properly managed, for in affairs of that nature it was necessary that the persons
employed should have from time to time communicated the progress they had made in their several districts, not only to
one another, but to one who had it in his power to transmit the whole to the King, and their Agent abroad, from whence they
could only judge what assistance it was requisite to demand from France and Spain.

Another thing very material, if not absolutely necessary, appeared to be entirely neglected. Sir
Hector MacLeane™ had neither been comprehended in the Association, nor acquainted with what
was going on; at least not by any immediately concerned in the Association. The Island of Mull,
where part of his interest lay, was in the possession of Argyle, great part of it inhabited by the
Campbells, and the whole inhabitants then either Argyle’s tenants or vassals: it was not therefore
to be thought, that people thus circumstanced, and immediately dependent upon Argyle, would
openly take up arms* against the government, as if free and at their own disposal. This being the
case, it was proper their Chief should be let into the secret: and if he could not come himself
without giving suspicion, he might still be able to employ some of his family to officiate for him in
preparing his Clan for a rising, as soon as he should be able to appear amongst them.

* This was afterwards manifested by the few MacLeanes,” who under Drimnin joined the Prince; and those who were raised
for the government, and acted against him as Arpyleshire militia. i Fifth baronet of Duart, cf. pp. 135 and 156. Died at Rome
1750. His father fought at Killiecrankie and Sheriffmuir.

2 Cf. Mr. Blaikie’s Itinerary, pp. 22 n. and 121.

The north parts of Scotland, such as Braemar, Glenlivet, Buchan, with the other parts of the
Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, and the Gordons were then entirely neglected. The care of them,
together with the Farquharsons and Ogilvies, was assigned to the Duke of Perth, who, though his
inclinations, abilities, and interests, were equal to the task, yet was then, and had been for some
time, in England, which made it impossible for him to continue the progress he had begun in these
parts, and might be a means to lose the friends he had made, who were mostly Highlanders, though
not so much esteemed as those of the West; and as to the Gentlemen of the low parts of the North,
there was no account that his Grace or any other had spoke to them.

The part allotted to the Earl of Traquair, on the south side of the River Forth, | was fully as well
acquainted with as his Lordship, and knew well that he never so much as endeavoured to engage
one man. The principal people in that part of the Country were mostly known to me, and | was
sensible any effort they could make in the field would be very triffling, so the best way to make
them usefull was to procure their assistance in money; and from the experience | had had in that
particular, I was convinced the only method to prevail was to attack them warmly, and partly*
communicate the design in hand to such as could be entrusted. Though it was evident the
appearance from that part of Scotland could not be considerable, there being no followings as in
the Highlands, yet there were several people well affected who would undoubtedly join upon
timely notice, but being unprovided with all necessaries for such an expedition, it would be
impossible for them to rise on a sudden; some less forward might assign it as a reason for keeping
at home, and others justly complain as having been neglected. Some time was absolutely required
to bring things to maturity; even the inhabitants of Lochaber could not be expected to turn out

*® Fifth baronet of Duart, cf. pp. 135 and 156. Died at Rome 1750. His father fought at
Killiecrankie and Sheriffmuir.



expeditiously. Plaids, shoes, and hose, were to be provided, which, as the people themselves could
not afford them, became a burden on the Chiefs; nor could they bear the charge if not assisted with
money; and supposing it was in their power, some months were requisite to procure them. Of all
arms, swords were most wanted; and we could not expect to be supplied from abroad with a
sufficient number of good ones. Some of the Northern Clans, who had not been disarmed in 1715,
or afterwards, were much better stocked than those we chiefly depended on; it was, therefore,
proper to purchase theirs, which would serve the double purpose of arming our friends and

* | was always of opinion, that applying to a man for money, without shewing a confidence in him, which could only be done
by giving him some intimation of what was adoing, was a kind of affront; as it was desiring him to contribute to the execution
of a scheme with which he was not thought worthy of being trusted.

¥ Locheil had formed a scheme for purchasing a number of their swords, without giving them any grounds of jealousy.

disarming our enemies; but here both money and time were required likewise. As there had been a
long peace, and all thoughts of a war of that kind much out of head, it behooved by degrees to
insinuate a spirit into the people, and especially to cultivate the heads of the Tribes, who had in
some degree fallen off from that veneration* and implicit faith they were wont to place in their
Chiefs; and allowing this not to be the most difficult task, yet it was not the work of a day, but
required time, secrecy, and discretion. The use of the Target had been long neglected, though, next
to good swords, the first thing to be attended to, and though the materials might easily be found, it
was difficult to procure a number of hands acquainted with their construction, and the utmost
caution was to be used to prevent suspicion in the Government, should it be discovered any
numbers were making.

It must be acknowledged that, had the Earl Marischal landed, as was promised, with a considerable
force, the party in general would have been greatly encouraged; yet it is most certain that neither
this, the favourable disposition of individuals, nor the combined influence of the Associators,
would have provided sufficient to raise those who were unprovided, unprepared, and destitute of
necessaries. The letter wrote by Bohaldy was in general terms; no particulars specified; no plan
laid down for the march of the troops,t or their junction with the Clans; no scheme proposed to
surprize any of the forts, or prevent the forces on the north Coast from retiring into the forts, or
joining those in the South; no money remitted to the Chiefs to provide their men with cloaths, as
had been positively promised; and indeed not one injunction given, nor the least explanation of the
intended expedition, nay, not even a fixed time mentioned, but in general terms, Early In The
Spring, which, if fairly interpreted, must have been the end of February or beginning of March, to
which there was then but two months, time scarcely sufficient to advertise such as might be relied
upon, and much too short to make any proper dispositions. Now it was obvious to me that, if
Bohaldy’s information was true, and a landing relied upon at the time mentioned, there was an
immediate necessity for every man to repair to his post, the Duke of Perth to be sent for from
England, Locheil to go to the Highlands, and all the Chieftains advertised and set to work to
prepare their Clans, Lord Pitsligo® (who had not then been spoke to), with some others in the

* Alexander Forbes, fourth Lord Pitsligo, was born in 1678, and was educated in France, where
he gained the friendship of Fnelon. He sat in the Scottish Parliament till the Union, but then
withdrew from public life. He fought at Sheriffmuir, escaped to the Continent, and was allowed to
return in 1720. When he joined Prince Charles, “it seemed as if religion, virtue, and justice were
entering the camp under the appearance of this venerable old man.” He fought at Culloden,
escaped to Aberdeenshire, lived in concealment till 1750 when the search for him relaxed, and he



North, informed of it, and many other steps to be forthwith taken, which | feared could not well be
done without creating suspicion in the Government, the consequences of which were apparent, and
would have blown* the whole scheme in the air.

* There were several instances of this in the 1745.

¥ Viz., those that were to he landed in the North under the Earl Marischal; for it was proposed to land 1500 men in Kintire, to
encourage the rising in Argyle; the district allotted to Sir James Campbell,

From these several considerations, | adventured to give it as my opinion, that no motion ought to
be made, nor any further regard had to Bohaldy’s information, than if no such thing was expected,
but to send over a person properly instructed to address himself to the French Ministry, and learn
from them what was intended, which might be executed in a short time. If a descent was really
meditated, the person sent ought to inform himself of the particulars, and agree with Bohaldy, and
others employed in the King’s affairs in France, upon the different steps to be taken; and after his
return things might be put upon such a footing that the party could not err, but exert themselves
with all the vigour the time would permit; whereas, were any preparations to be attempted, as
affairs then stood they might do things superfluous, and neglect such as were necessary; and if no
descent was made, the design would probably be penetrated, their persons secured, and the scheme
prevented for a time, if not entirely ruined.

* This will be easily conceived, when it is considered what a sudden alteration would have appeared in the Country, when all
concerned were busied in preparing themselves and their followers: whereas, had there been time, everything might have been
executed with the utmost secrecy.

These reflections were so plain and obvious, and the difficulties so apparent, that after some
triffling objections, and an unwillingness on Lord Traquair’s part to find fault with any thing
Bohaldy did, it was agreed to follow my advice, Lochyell having declared himself of the same
opinion. Though this business required all possible dispatch, yet two reasons occurred to prevent
its immediate execution. In the first place, it was no easy matter to find a person in whom they
could entirely confide, and who could conveniently undertake that commission; and 2%, it was
thought proper to have Lord Lovat’s approbation, lest he should be offended that any thing of that
nature was done without his knowledge and consent. To employ any person unacquainted with the
situation of affairs would have been doing nothing, and to instruct him would have been much the
same as to admit him into the Association, which they were quite averse to from the notion that
Bohaldy had instilled, that they were alone able to influence the whole party to join the moment
they appeared; whence they concluded to chuse one of their own number. Three of them were
single, and as such might have gone with the less suspicion; but it was thought the Duke of Perth’s
or Lord Traquair’s leaving the Country would be remarked; and Mr. Stewart®® (Traquair’s
brother) who was too indolent to undertake a journey of that length upon any consideration; so the
choice fell upon me, who though not of the number,* was nevertheless acquainted with the whole
scheme.

The objections to my going were very obvious; | had got a family, and apparently had no
business either at London or abroad. | was known by most of the party to be charged with the

was able to retire to his son’s house at Auchiries, where he lived under the name of “Mr. Brown.”
Died 12 Dec. 1762.

% John, succeeded his brother as 6™ Earl of Traquair in 1764. Died at Paris 1779, aged 81.



King’s affairs, and as all men are not equally close,¥ it was more than probable my absence would
create suspicion amongst them, and occasion whispers, which by degrees might come to the ears of
some of the friends of the Government, and prove prejudicial to me and the Cause | was engaged
in.

* | hope due attention will be given to my not having been an original Associator, or ever received amongst them as such.

+ Doctor Cochrane was a man who always declared a particular inclination to forward the Royal Cause: and | had acquainted
him in general terms of my intended journey. Some time after | was gone, he visited my family, and was unguarded enough to
ask my wife, when she heard from Paris? Which was the first hint she ever heard of my being there: and shews that, by such like
blunders, I might have been discovered. When I blamed him for it, he said, he thought the wife of one’s bosom might be
entrusted. A very dangerous maxim, and what no man concerned in such desperate affairs ought to adopt.

Though these objections were just, yet they were overruled and necessity seemed to declare for my
going; but I was still unwilling to consent, till a feasible excuse offered. | likewise observed, that
though it was from no want of inclination, for on the contrary | ardently wished to be satisfied of
the truth of what was advanced, both upon the account of the Party and myself, yet the situation of
my affairs made it inconvenient for me to raise money for such a journey, as the charges | was put
to by managing affairs at home required all the ready money | was master of, and even obliged me
to borrow * when otherwise | had no occasion, and to raise any further sum at that time would not
only hurt my family and Credit, but prevent me from getting any at at more critical juncture; yet
upon the whole, if no other person could be found, 1 would endeavour to order my affairs so as to
be able to go.

* Every shilling of debt now affecting my Estate was contracted in the service of the Royal Family.

+ When it should become necessary to appear in arms.

Matters being thus settled, Lochyell was appointed to state the Case to Lord Lovat; and he
employed one of the name of Macgregor (sent for from Dumblain), who had formerly been servant
to Bohaldy, to carry his letter, pretending that it contained something relating to his late master’s
affairs. After having mentioned in his letter the present state of affairs, as represented by Bohaldy,
with the reasons for sending one to France; and that Commissions of Lord Lieutenant and
Lieutenant General had been sent for him at the same time, and were then in my hands, he
observed that, in case | went, it was thought reasonable my charges should be borne and his
Lordship contribute his share. As soon as the express was dispatched | gave it out among my
Acquaintances, that having a Law-suit depending with the present Earl of March, | intended to go
to London and sollicit the Duke of Queensberry to have it ended, as the affair had been transacted
by his Grace’s orders when my Lord was under his Tutory.

Having impatiently expected the Messenger, who had been retarded in his journey by a storm,
he at last returned with an answer, wherein his Lordship expressed his approbation both of the
message and the person who was to carry it; adding that he thought it reasonable my expenses
should be defrayed, and had sent his note of hand for £100, which he begged might be negotiated at
Edinburgh, regretting it was not in his power to send the money, his rents being very ill paid, with
other such excuses, which we heartily laughed at, knowing it to be a trick, as he could not be
ignorant that no Man of business would advance one farthing upon his Bill without collateral
security.

Lochyell then applied to Lord Traquair, who excused himself for the present, but said | might
draw upon him for what money should be wanting when abroad, which, | have been told, his



Lordship has since taken the liberty to say, was administring to my extravagance; a light in which
| am pretty confident no man of sense or honour will ever conceive it. | dare venture to say, many
people less zealous would have taken advantage of this disappointment to excuse themselves; but
laying aside all thoughts of that nature, and preferring the interest of the party to my own, |
borrowed the money from the new Bank,* and indorsed Lord Lovat’s Bill{ to Mr. MacDougal,
Merchant in Edinburgh, who had joined in the security to the Bank with me.

* The only person of distinction he ever pretended to have influenced in this affair.

¥ His Grace then informed me that he had spoke with several people in that City and neighbourhood, who professed
a strong attachment to the Royal Family; and that the Magistracy were so well inclined as to propose sending over the
Freedom of the City in a gold box to the Duke of York; that the Ministry knew their inclinations so well, that they had
endeavoured to prevent their election, but had failed: and he concluded, by regretting that the people of his
Communion were the most backward.

% | left London on Monday morning, and went on board the Packet at Dover that evening; but having a tedious
passage, did not go to bed till Thursday night at 12 o’clock, when I was only a few posts from Paris.

I
had almost forgot to observe that, in Lovat’s letter he insisted above all things upon having the
patent of Duke, which Bohaldy had promised him, and begged | would leave no stone unturned to
procure it, and to ask it not only as a thing promised and granted, but as the chieff condition upon
which, he said, he was acting so strenuously for the King’s interest; and added that he had been
lately in the County of Ross, where he had employed all his art to gain the inhabitants to his
Majesty’s interest, especially his dear Cousin the Earl of Cromarty,* who had given him the most
solemn assurances that he only wished to see him in the field, that he might follow his example,
and draw his sword in the cause of an injured family. | soon set out for Paris, and stopped at York
to talk the affair over with the Duke of Perth,t who entirely approved of what | was going about.
Upon my arrival at London, | was informed of Cardinal Fleury’s death,”* which gave me some
pain, being the person (according to Bohaldy’s information) to whom all application had been
made, and to whom | had resolved to address myself. Thinking therefore that his death might
occasion an alteration in all their schemes, and suspend if not put a stop to the Descent for that
season, | had some thoughts of returning; but reflecting that an affair of so much moment could not
have been managed by him alone, | was in hopes of procuring some intelligence by means of those
whom he had intrusted; and being anxious to have the affair cleared up, | set out privately# for
Paris, fully determined not to return till I was thoroughly informed whether the promises made
were to be performed. Immediately upon my arrival | went to Bohaldy’s lodgings, who shewed a
good deal of surprize and confusion, but after a little conversation said he was glad | was come, for
the Cardinal’s death had made but little alteration in their affairs, as he had all along entrusted

* The Royal Bank of Scotland.
+ Of which he afterwards only paid £50.
¥ From hence every person may judge of his Lordship’s principles, and the motives he acted on in this affair.

! For Murray’s transactions with this Bank during the campaign, see Miscellany of Scottish History Society (vol. xv.), pp.
537-559.

Monsieur Amelot,>* who was well acquainted with the whole scheme, and in possession of all the

>! Died Jan. 29, 1743.

> Amelot de Chaillon, Foreign Minister, 1737 to 1744, where he fell into disfavour with the
Duchesse de Chateauroux “parce qu’il était begue.” He died in 1749.
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papers relating to it; and having enquired how affairs stood in Scotland, and what instructions |
had, proposed to go the same evening to Lord Semple,>® who was charged with the King’s affairs
at the French Court. We accordingly went, and after a very polite reception they took great pains to
persuade me that things were in as much forwardness as could be wished, and gave strong hints
that it would be agreeable if | returned™ satisfied with their answer. But finding that would not do,
and that the chief intent of my journey was to have these assurances from the Minister himself,
they agreed to go to Versailes and procure an audience. They insinuated strongly at that time, and
afterwards at Versailes told me in plain language, that it was necessary, when | saw Mr. Amelot, to
augment the strength of the party as much as with any shew of veracity might be done, which |
gave them reason to believe | would, being suspicious from the whole of their behaviour that my
visit was not agreeable, and fearing lest by an obstinate refusal they should prevent my getting
admittance; which alone gave me a very bad opinion of the men and their measures, as well as of
the success of the whole affair.

* Had they been conscious of having advanced nothing but truth, they would rather have been pleased to give me an opportunity
of hearing it from the minister, as | would thereby have had it in my power to assure the Party of their Candour.

It was evident from this, that they were not men of strict veracity, and had not represented the state
of our Party fairly, but endeavoured to impose upon the French* by augmenting their numbers.
This was cheating the King and his friends (for such | was then young and weak enough to esteem
the French) and going the high way to render themselves ridiculous, and the scheme abortive, if it
should be undertaken upon the strength of what they advanced.

On the other hand, if the French had really been sincere, and intended to support the scheme
with vigour, some thousand men more would have made no alteration in their resolutions: and if
they only proposed to make a diversion in their own favour, the greater they believed the strength
of the loyal party, the fewer troops they would send to their assistance, as a large body might have,
contrary to the French views, effected a Restoration; so, in whatever light they might put it, it was
still false policyt and glaring dishonesty.

> Robert Sempill, “captain in the regiment of Dillon,” was created, after 1723. a peer of Scotland
by James, and died 1737. His son Francis, who is believed to have married a daughter of the 4™
Earl of Seaforth, died 9™ December 1748, and was buried at Chartres. Riddell, in his Peerage Law
(vol. ii. app. ii. p. 978) says he has not been able to discover who was the Jacobite Lord Sempill in
1745. It is improbable that James would confer the barony of Sempill on one who had no claim to
the old Scots peerage. The Lord Sempill who fought under Cumberland at Culloden was an
Abercromby, the male line of the Sempills, according to Burke and Debrett, having failed on the
death of Francis, gth Baron, in 1648. Presumably, therefore, the Robert Sempill of Dillon’s
regiment claimed to be a descendant of the first lord who fell at Flodden. | have, however, been
unable to discover anything further about him. The Lord Sempill of the text was in constant
communication with James. He disapproved of the expedition of Prince Charles, and till his death
was the centre of the King’s as opposed to the Prince’s party. He seems to have resided in Paris.
There are many letters from him to James and to Edgar preserved in the Stuart Papers at Windsor.
Many of these are published in Browne’s History of the Highlands.
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* Bohaldy in magnifying the numbers, and giving in persons’ names that had never been applied to or engaged, imitates his
patron Lord Lovat, who acted in the same manner, when he was employed by some of the most virulent Whigs in the year 1703
to treat with the French ministry, that he might discover and ruin the King’s friends. See the proceedings of the House of Lords
upon (what was called) the Scottish Conspiracy.

+ We had been informed, that the Earl Marischal, having heard of the numbers promised by Bohaldy to the French Court,
treated his assertion with the contempt and ridicule it deserved: but that on the other hand, his Lordship had rather diminished
them; which made Lochyell declare a strong desire to go to him, which | have often regretted he did not, as well as that | was
positively enjoined by Lord Traquair not to see him at that time.

As Cardinal Tencin>* had always been reckoned the King’s best friend at the Court of Versailes,
Lord Semple proposed to introduce me to him: and after three days’ continual solicitation | was at
last only admitted for two minutes to his Antechamber, when he said he would be extremely glad
to have it in his power to serve the King my master, having a singular regard for him, as indeed he
could not fail—Sa Majeste ayent la plus belle du monde [sic].

The Reader is at liberty to make his own reflections upon this ministerial sally, at which I had
most certainly laughed, if 1 had not been too much shocked with the shameful reception. I must
own it filled my mind with many disagreeable and ill-boding presages: for what opinion could any
man of common sense have of the interest of a person cloathed with the character of a Minister,
who was obliged to sollicite three days for such an interview and such a speech; and what prospect
could I have of receiving any satisfaction from Monsieur Amelot, who was no farther esteemed a
friend, than as being a Minister? The same evening, we were admitted to him, and very politely
received. | told him to whom, and by whom | was sent: but Cardinal Fleury being dead, I had
applied to him as the person in whom my Constituents reposed the greatest confidence; and begged
to know his Majesty’s intentions, with what message would be proper for me to carry back. To this
he answered, that he had delayed to see me, till such time as he had an opportunity to acquaint the
King with my arrival and the purport of my Commission (of which Lord Semple had previously
informed him), that he had accordingly communicated it to his Majesty the same evening, and
received his orders to acquaint me that 1 might assure the party of his friendly intentions towards
the King my Master, and as soon as the situation of his affairs would permit, he could give him all
the assistance in his power. He then asked several questions relating to the number of forces in
Scotland, of which I gave him an account, and likewise mentioned their situation and quarters,
which ought to have given encouragement to an attempt, as they were but few and very
disadvantageously posted in case of an insurrection. Bohaldy endeavoured to make him believe,
that the number of the well affected to the King was very considerable, having been augmented by
the assiduity and good management of the persons chiefly concerned; upon which Monsieur
Amelot said, he hoped the Gentlemen had well considered of what they were about; that it was an
affair of the utmost consequence; and though the Scots were a brave undertaking people, yet such
enterprises were dangerous and precarious. This speech startled me not a little, as it had not the
appearance of that warmth and keenness as Bohaldy had said in his letters the French were fired
with, but seemed rather to savour of the dissuasive, and shewed they were either doubtfull of
success, or little inclined to be assisting.

Lord Semple, amongst other things, mentioned a Memorial which had been given in concerning

** Tencin had been very intimate with James at Rome, where he was ambassador. D’ Argenson
calls him “un homme mediocre,” and gives an amusing account of how his policy was modified by
his amours and jealousies.



a Descent proposed to be made in the North of England, to which Monsieur Amelot seemed an
entire stranger. Upon this his Lordship inadvertently asked him if he had not read it: to which he
replied no, nor had never heard of it: so after a conversation of short continuance, we took our
leaves.

Though this last part of the conversation will admit of many reflections, yet, not to be tedious, |
will pass it over with only observing, that, notwithstanding it struck me, I nevertheless did not
shew any concern, but rather appeared satisfied with what had passed. To have found fault, would
have prevented me from making any future discoveries, should a further opportunity have offered,
and what satisfaction could | have reaped from men who too plainly were no slaves to truth? The
same self-interest, which induced them to impose upon the King and his friends, would have
supplied them with assurance to dispute the most recent and evident facts, and endeavour to
convince me that | had heard wrong. | therefore kept my mind to myself: it was not there my report
was to be made; it was to those who had sent me: their eyes were to be opened by shewing them,
that they trusted in people, who in all appearance made their employment a trade to deceive their
Constituents.

After our return to Paris, Lord Semple and Bohaldy made a proposal of a very singular nature.
Finding they could not prevail with the Earl Marischal to enter into their schemes, and knowing he
was generally beloved by the Party in Scotland; to excuse themselves they endeavoured to blacken
him (a practice 1 am sorry to have found too common) and were very industrious to persuade me
that he was a wrongheaded man, not to be contented, the bane of all their business, continually
setting himself in opposition to his Master and all those employed by him. In short, the epithet they
dignified him with was, “honourable fool.” | had not the honour to be acquainted with his
Lordship; and though | had, and differed with them in opinion, yet as | was not come thither to
wrangle, | only regretted the misfortune, as a thing not to be helped; little dreaming of what
followed: but Bohaldy, not satisfied with complaints and abuse, proposed to me to write a letter to
his Lordship, finding fault with his Conduct, and intimating to him that he was not so popular as he
imagined, and that his Conduct was universally condemned by his Countrymen. | was as if
thunderstruck at this proposal, and for a short time at a loss what to say, being ready to resent his
attempting to make me a tool to his private resentment, knowing that the Earl Marischal was
generally esteemed and the most popular man of the Party. His Lordship was then near Bologne,
which they complained of, as his being upon the coast might occasion suspicion in the English
ministry; in which | so far agreed with them, if his Lordship imagined the French intended an
invasion; but as to writing to him and finding fault with his conduct was what | would by no means
consent to; being a thing | had not the smallest title to, and if | was officious enough to do it, would
justly be laughed at as a piece of childish impertinence and presumption.

Having now no further business at Paris, | prepared to return: and Bohaldy seeming a good deal
elated with Monsieur Amelot’s answer (though for what reason | could never guess), determined
to accompany me to England, to settle matters, as he said, with the King’s friends there, where we
arrived with great privacy* in a few days.

* When we came to Calais, and found there were some British passengers, | was a little averse to go for fear of being known,
but finding upon enquiry that it was Mr. Norvel of Boghall with his Tutor, an English Clergyman, | was easy, for Bohaldy had
known Norvel at Paris: so he went to him and let him know who I was, and that I had been about the King’s affairs; and put him
upon his guard in case of our meeting afterwards in London.

Being desirous to make as much of my time as possible, I went immediately to wait on Colonel



Cecil,> who had been long employed in the King’s business, with a view to learn from him in
what shape he imagined things were, that | might be able to judge of the sentiments of the different
parties, and hear the complaints they had against each other. Having gained this Gentleman’s
confidence some time before, | found no difficulty to attain the end | proposed, for as he knew |
was employed, he looked upon me as in some degree equally concerned with himself, and not
suspecting from whence | came, he freely opened his mind; shewed me several letters he had
received from Rome; mentioned the then situation of the Party, and accounted for Lord Semple’s
being employed; complained of him for allowing himself to be imposed upon by the French
Ministry, and blindly giving ear to their promises, and that he had been so presumptuous as to
assume the character of Minister from the Party in England, when nothing was ever less intended
by them. It would be tedious to mention all the complaints which the Colonel made: nor can |
pretend to recollect every particular at the distance of fourteen years,® but in general he was much
displeased with Lord Semple’s conduct, and represented the loyal Party at home as far from being
united or resolute enough to form any regular combination.

Though | was far from being satisfied with Lord Semple, from what | had observed, yet his
specious behaviour * and seeming abilities so far blinded me as to make me attribute the atrocity of
some particulars more to the Colonel’s dotage than his Lordship’s faults, as old men are generally
peevish, and apt when disobliged to represent things in the stronger colours. However, as my
memory was then very good, | took care to forget nothing he said, resolving to let the King know
what was alledged on either side, to enable his Majesty to judge where the blame lay, and who
were the persons in whom he had reason to repose the greatest trust and confidence.

* He was a much smoother and more insinuating man than Bohaldy; said less, and seemed fearful to contradict him.

| declared before, that | was at a loss to divine what could make Bohaldy so keen as to come and
apply to the Party in England: for if he represented things fairly, there was not the least room for
encouragement. On the contrary, from what Mr. Amelot had said,* nothing was then to be
expected; yet he seemed as much disappointed to find the Earl of Orrery was out of town as if an
army had then been embarked, and after meeting with Mr. Erskine of Grange,® was in such a
hurry to see his Lordship, that he immediately went to his Country seat, and returned with apparent
satisfaction. Had the state of affairs, as | have truly represented them, been laid before that noble
Lord, I cannot think he would have been highly pleased, or Bohaldy much encouraged: so must
therefore be allowed to think, till such time as he tells truth, or the Earl divulges the conversation,
that either Drummond had little reason to plume himself upon his reception, or that he represented
things in quite a different light from what they were.

| am likewise of opinion the case was the same with Mr. Erskine. They had several meetings,
and his temper and caution are too well known to imagine, if he had been thoroughly apprized of
what had passed, and that there was so distant a prospect of any vigorous measures, he would have
taken the trouble to consult and write letters, or indeed run any risk on that score.

>> Jacobite agent. A minute of the French Foreign Office calls him “oncle de Lord Salisbury."
*® This dates this part of the Memorials.

*” Lord Mar’s brother, the notorious Lord Grange, b. 1672, d. 1754.



* Supposing his speech to me had really proceeded from his master, it was still general, inconclusive, and such as nothing
certain could be built upon.

At another interview with Colonel Cecil, he complain’d almost as loudly of the late Dutchess of
Buckingham,®® as he had done before of Lord Semple, alledging she had appropriated to herself
the part of Embassadress extraordinary from the Party in England to the King and Court of France,
and employed one Colonel Brett as her Secretary, when abroad; and that she had erred on the
opposite side from Lord Semple, by demanding succours more proper for a Conquest, than to aid
and assist a party, which was a means to make the French believe the King had few friends of any
consequence ready to appear for him: but had the Colonel lived in the year 1745 and 1746, he had
probably altered his opinion, and allowed the Dutchess to have been right, as he would then have
seen that nothing was to be expected from them but vain idle boastings, and, as Bolingbroke says,
that they only vent that Loyalty which their Claret inspires.

Having staid as long in London as | thought necessary, | told Bohaldy that | intended to go to
Scotland, and asked his commands. He pretended then to be very busy, having got an exact list* of
all the Gentlemen in the City who were the King’s friends, and that it was necessary to cultivate
them; but as he could not appear, Lord Traquair must immediately come up to concert matters with
the Duke of Beaufort,” Lord Orrery,® Lord Barrimore,®* Sir Watkin Williams Wynne,® Sir
John Hinde Cotton,®® etc., and concluded by insinuating that a letter from me to Lord Marischal
might be of service, to which I did not make any answer, but assured him | would not fail upon my
arrival to acquaint Lord Traquair with his request: and then bade him Adieu.

* This List, upon which he valued himself very much, was no more than the reputed characters and principles of the most
remarkable men in the City, a thing which any man who is a little known may procure with great ease. If it was necessary, |
would engage to procure such an other in a week’s time, though Lord Traquair told me, he had shewn it to Sir John Hinde
Cotton, who seemed surprized how he had got it:—but it is not surprizing that such bagatelles should seem considerable to
people who study nothing but their own interest.

On my way home I stopt at York, and informed the Duke of Perth of what had passed; who, finding
himself entirely disappointed of his expectations, was much shagreened, and fully persuaded of the
emptiness of the promises hitherto made.

Upon my arrival at Edinburgh | acquainted Lord Traquair and Lochyell with all I had learned at

% Katherine, third wife and widow of John Sheffield, 1% duke of 4" creation, was an illegitimate
daughter of James Il by Katherine Sedley, Countess of Dorchester. She died in April 1743, and
was buried in Westminster Abbey.

* Henry, 3" duke, b. 1707, d. 1746.

% John Boyle, fifth Earl of Orrery, b. 1706, succeeded to the earldom of Cork 1753, d. 1762.

5 James, 4" Earl of Barrymore, b. 1667, d. 1747. Great-grandfather of the notorious 7" earl and
his brother the 8" and last.

% 3 haronet, succeeeded 1740; M.P. for Denbigh; d. 1749.

® M.P. for Cambridge borough and afterwards county till 1741, then for Marlborough; Treasurer
of the Chamber (a household post) till 1746, when he was dismissed; d. 1752



Paris and London, and Bohaldy’s desire to see his Lordship there. He promised to set out in a few
days, without seeming at all moved at the disappointment; whereas Lochyell was much affected:;
said he was entirely satisfied with the accounts | had brought, and was glad to find he could no
longer be imposed upon, for as the promises hitherto had been without foundation, let whatever
further assurances be given, he was determined not to move till thoroughly convinced of what was
to be done, and often repeated how lucky it was that no steps had been taken upon Bohaldy’s letter,
which might have proved fatal to the Cause; and finally came to a resolution to wait patiently, till
he should [know] by the Earl of Traquair’s return, what were the sentiments of the Party in
England, and what they were willing to undertake. He likewise promised to write to Lord Lovat:
and I having recollected the principal complaints made by Colonel Cecil against Lord Semple and
Bohaldy* inserted them in a letter to his Majesty, which | immediately dispatched to Rome.®*
Having thus acquainted the King with the differences subsisting amongst his agents, | bethought
me how to turn Bohaldy’s proposal of writing to Lord Marischal to the best advantage. To have
insinuated to his Lordship or his friends, that any thing of that kind had been proposed, could have
served no end but to make the breach wider: and not to have endeavoured to repair it, would not
have been acting up to what | always proposed, my chief aim being to advance his Majesty’s
interest whenever an occasion offered, and consequently had I neglected this, must have been to
blame for letting an opportunity slip, from whence considerable advantage might have ensued.
Having seriously considered this matter, | wrote a letter to his Lordship, of which | am heartily
sorry it is not in my power to give an exact copy, though I am at no loss to recollect the contents in
general, which were as follows: That knowing his innate Loyalty and attachment to the interest of
the Royal Family, his popularity, and the entire confidence the Party reposed in him, I thought it
my duty to acquaint him, that | was extremely sorry to find such differences subsisting amongst the
several persons employed in the King’s affairs, and knew of none so fit to reconcile them as his
Lordship: that his residence upon the coast made a correpondence easy, and begged with
submission to insinuate that his applying himself to execute such a scheme would be meritorious
and of vast importance at that juncture: adding, if my taking the liberty to write was using too
much freedom, | hoped he would forgive me, and attribute it to nothing but a zealous passion to
serve the Cause.

* | am afraid 1 was much too modest upon that subject, and have often wished since that 1 had told every particular in as glaring
a light as they had been represented to me.

This letter | enclosed in one to Mr. Smith of Boulogne, whom | knew to be agreeable to his
Lordship, desiring him to peruse it, and if he thought it was wrote with sufficient respect, to take
the trouble to seal and deliver it: and as Lord Traquair was ready to set out for London, as soon as
| had finished my dispatches, | went to his seat, and having informed him of what Bohaldy had
proposed, showed him the letter, and gave my reasons for writing in so opposite a stile to what |
had been solicited; and asked his opinion. His Lordship, far from finding fault, said it was very
proper; condemned Bohaldy’s proposal, and promised to forward it when he arrived at London, of
which he would give me notice; and set out next morning.

Upon my return to Edinburgh, | made it my study, in consequence of my first plan, to get
acquainted with every body who seemed inclined to my way of thinking; and may say without
vanity, heightened the zeal of some by exposing the situation of the Country, and the advantages

* This letter may be at Windsor, but | was unable to discover it.



that would accrue from a change of government.

Amongst many people then in Edinburgh, who made no secret of their principles, Lord Elcho
informed me of the bad opinion folks abroad had of Bohaldy; that he was looked upon as a
low-lifed fellow, void of truth; that he and Lord Semple had had some dealings with the Earl
Marischal, but he had found them so false, that he positively refused to have any thing more to do
with them; and that they had [tried] all methods to engage him to give credit to their negociations,
but his Lordship had laughed at their attempts, and said, till they could give him security for their
speaking truth, he would have nothing to do with them. This story plainly decyphered their malice
and spleen against his Lordship, and their reason for soliciting me to write to him; and made me
happy to have wrote in so opposite a stile to their wishes.

At this time | received letters from Rome, wherein | was ordered to observe to such as could be
safely trusted, that the prospect of a vigorous effort was not very distant,* and without giving them
too much room to pry into particulars; and was likewise directed to keep up their spirits, and let
them understand that their assistance might soon be required.

* |f strict justice, with the laws of humanity, and benevolence, will allow of a conjecture to the prejudice of our fellow-creatures,
sure it must in the present case, where every circumstance seems to confirm the probability. The letters mentioned came to
Edinburgh in the summer, when Traquair and Bohaldy were at London (at least Traquair was) a few months after my return
from France. As both Semple and Bohaldy had wrote dispatches to the King immediately after the audience we had of Cardinal
Tencin and Monsieur Amelot, is it not then reasonable to conjecture that it was owing to the contents of those letters that | was
instructed to give the Party reason to believe something was soon to be done; and does not this fairly imply that things had not
been justly represented? If it was to any subsequent encouragement, it must have followed soon after this audience, or those
orders could not have arrived so early; and yet Lord Traquair said not one word of any such thing. A great deal might be said
upon this subject: but the inferences are self-evident: therefore shall only desire that these two Gentlemen’s dispatches at that
time may be examined and compared with what | have advanced. If | am wrong, it only follows that we in Scotland were kept in
the dark by Traquair, or both he and we by Lord Semple and Bohaldy.

The late Lord Kenmure, a person extremely Zealous in the King’s cause, and whom | had brought
to confer with Captain Hay upon my coming home, had acquainted me, that the people called
Cameronians, a considerable body of men in the Counties of Nithsdale, Annandale, Galloway, and
other Western Shires, were greatly disgusted with the government, and expecting a change, had
applied to him by one of their leaders to beg his protection and countenance should a Revolution
happen. As the orders | had lately received made it necessary to gain a number of friends, these
people were (if possible) to be secured, especially as, like the Jews, they had [kept] themselves
distinct from the other inhabitants of the land, and, as | was informed, were enrolled and
regimented. If my memory does not fail me, application had been made at that time in their behalf,
and the King promised to take them under his protection, and to allow them an unrestrained liberty
of Conscience, with a yearly sallary to each of their preachers: but Lord Kenmure dying soon after
this grant came to hand, and before he could acquaint me how matters stood, settled with the
Gentleman who had spoke to him, | judged it proper to let his brother, the present Lord,* into the
secret, and begged him to manage that matter, which he readily agreed to. | nevertheless thought it
an affair of too much consequence to be conducted by one man, for though Sir Thomas Gordon of
Earlston,®® who had sollicited Lord Kenmure, was esteemed the first man of that body, it was still
requisite to be informed of their other Leaders, and endeavour to gain them. Having therefore
learned that Captain Cramon was one who had great influence amongst them, | agreed with

® In Kirkcudbright, a descendant of Gordon of Airds, an early reformer (1530). The present
baronet claims the title of Viscount Kenmure.



Lochyell, and Cochran of Roughfoil, Physician in Edinburgh (mentioned in note, page 38), that
being their acquaintance, they should manage him; and Bohaldy was desired to procure a
Commission for him from Rome, which might be ready to put into his hands when an occasion
offered; and part of this summer passed over in acquainting such as were thought proper, and in
making experiments,¥ all tending to the same end. Some time before Lord Traquair returned, Mr.
Smith came from France, and as | had been much surprized at his Lordship’s silence, having heard
nothing from him since he left Scotland, nor received any return from Lord Marischal, | flattered
myself this Gentleman might be charged with it; but to my great surprize he took no notice at
meeting of having ever heard from me, which made me at a loss what to think, whether it might
have miscarried, never doubting of its being forwarded, or if Lord Marischal, having heard of my
being in France, had been offended at my not offering to wait on him, and refused an answer; but
whatever was the reason, | resolved to take no notice to Mr. Smith of having wrote to him.

As Lord Traquair had made a longer stay than was expected, and never favoured me with a
letter, the season being far advanced, | made a visit at his house to learn if the Ladies had heard any
thing of him, when accidentally his Lordship arrived. As my anxiety to know how matters stood
was in proportion to my zeal, my curiosity was no less to know the reason of his uninterrupted
silence, and the fate of my letter; I therefore took the first opportunity to beg to know the success of
his journey.

* As this Lord’s future conduct was very unbecoming a man who had been entrusted, it is necessary to give my reasons for
confiding in him. When | went to Kenmure to acquaint the late Lord with Captain Hay’s being at Edinburgh, and his desire to
converse with him on the King’s affairs, his Lordship told me he was mighty uneasy on his brother’s account, having reason to
suspect that his neighbour Lord Garlies (now Earl of Galloway) was endeavouring to prevail with him to accept a Commission
in the Government’s service, which was a thing he could not endure to think of: and desired me to talk to him, to let him know
his fears, and put him in mind that as his patrimony was then spent, if he took [a step] so disagreeable to him, he might lay aside
all thoughts of any assistance from him; but if he continued firm to the principles in which he had been brought up, and for
which his father had suffered, he should want for nothing in his power to give him. When | spoke to the present Lord, he
seemed not only uneasy, but expressed great concern that his brother should suspect him; and declared that no offers should
tempt him, and there was nothing further from his thoughts; that he was sensible of the infamy attending such a step, and never
could prevail with himself to serve the family who had taken his father’s life. He said, he was convinced that whatever face
[they put] on to him, in their own breasts they would disapprove the action, and despise him for it; that all the arts Lord Garlies
was master of could not allure him, being as sincerely attached to the King’s interest as his brother, or any man in the nation,
and not only esteemed it a duty, but would reckon it his greatest honour and happiness to have an opportunity to shew he had
some of his father’s blood in his veins, that he was sensible of the great obligations he owed his brother, and would never do
any thing so disagreeable to him. He then begged me to assure him that his fears were groundless, that nothing should make
him act this part he so much dreaded; that he might depend upon his sincerity, and his conducting himself according to his
brother’s wishes: and at the same desired I might take an opportunity to assure his Majesty of the sincere regard he had for his
interest, with his readiness to testify it by his actions upon all occasions.

+ Clubs of the King’s friends became upon this pretty frequent in town, and encreased afterwards to a very uncommon degree,
as may be remembered by every person in Edinburgh, who were then able to judge of the party: and | was the first promoter of
the Buck Club, which shall be taken notice of in due time.

He told me that Bohaldy and he had several meetings with their friends, who were all extremely
well inclined, and in high spirits: that the persons they had chiefly dealt with, and who were
esteemed the leading men of the party, were the Duke of Beaufort, the Earl of Orrery, the Earl of
Barrimore, Sir John Hinde Cotton and Sir Watkyn Williams Wynne; that the Earl of Barrimore and
Sir Watkyn Williams Wynne were ready to embrace every opportunity, but that the others were
more shy: that having found them nevertheless well inclined to the King’s interest, he had told
them that as money was absolutely necessary, and not to be had in Scotland, their assistance would
be required; to which Sir Watkyn answered, that it was natural to expect a large contribution from
him, being possessed of a great fortune; but turning to Lord Barrimore observed, he was obliged to



live at a vast expence, and had it less in his power to be assisting that way, than if his income was
smaller: and that Lord Barrimore seemed to acquiesce, and frankly offered, if it was necessary, to
provide £10,000. He then mentioned the frequent meetings in the City, where he had dined with
numbers of the well affected; which he expatiated upon with seeming satisfaction: said, he had
been at Litchfield races, and dined there with above an hundred honest men;® and concluded by
telling, that Lord Barrimore, though then in the Country, had, on purpose to meet him, pretended
business in town: which concluded his whole negociations, wherein he had spent full four months.

Little satisfied with this intelligence, and without making any observations upon what he had
said, | enquired how he had forwarded my letter to the Earl Marischal; and to my great
astonishment was answered, that having shewed it to Bohaldy, he disapproved of the contents, and
that they both agreed to commit it to the flames; a liberty | would not have taken with my
footman’s letter.

I will now venture to make some remarks upon this notable Report. The Party in England, he
said, was in high spirits. Whence could their being so proceed? Not surely from the answer made
by Monsieur Amelot; for had it been fairly reported, they would have had little reason to rejoice. It
did not appear that any further encouragement had been given by the French Court: at least his
Lordship mentioned nothing like it, having only said the scheme would be executed in the
beginning of Winter or early in the Spring, which could administer small comfort, as it was only
treading in the former old beaten path of Autumn and Spring, according to Bohaldy’s information
for the Autumn 1742 or Spring 1742/3; therefore | must be excused for thinking their spirits were
raised either by hearty meals, or by Bohaldy’s false representation of Mr. Amelot’s answer.

Notwithstanding these frequent meetings and numerous companies, | cannot help observing,
that according to his Lordship’s report, the strength of the party seemed to consist chiefly in five
persons. Strange indeed! if proper application was made, that amongst so many reputed friends of
the Royal Cause, so few as five could only be found as principal men, and amongst them only two
who would declare to embrace every opportunity to appear for his Majesty and save their sinking
Country. Even allowing this to have been as his Lordship said, and that there was more safety in
dealing with them than in greater numbers, yet what did their professions of zeal tend to, or what
was the effect of them? Words without actions are truly vain, for he did not even pretend to say that
there was any scheme laid down, or plan of action formed even by these five; yet it must be
allowed by every unprejudiced thinking man, that had they been the men they professed
themselves, and as much elated (upon solid grounds) as his Lordship represented, no necessary
precaution could not have escaped them. They could be no strangers to the scheme formed in
Scotland, otherwise his Lordship must have concerted with them to little purpose without
communicating it; nor is it to be thought they would have consulted with him without knowing the
grounds he went upon, the authority with which he was vested by his Countrymen to treat, and the
force they proposed to bring into the field. But lest this should appear only a probable conjecture, |
venture to affirm upon his Lordship’s authority, that the Scots proposals were laid before them,
and call upon him to vouch it. This then being the case, how shall he account for his not pushing
them to do the like? What was the reason of his going? Surely not to hear the bare professions of
these Gentlemen: that could be of little use; the world in general reputed them Jacobites, and the
party were no strangers to their having declared themselves so upon many occasions. The Scots
required no further assurances of that triffling nature: it behoved them to know if they were willing

% j.e. Jacobites.



to join them in the insurrection they meditated, what assistance* they would give, and after what
manner they proposed to do it. These were the principal demands which ought to have been made,
and an explicit answer to them insisted upon; but in place of this, his Lordship was contented with
vain and frivolous expressions of Loyalty, which left his friends in Scotland as much as ever in the
dark with regard to that very material point: and indeed it appears that he had no thought of any one
thing necessary, except money; and even in that allowed himself to be put off with a superficial
promise, till what they were pleased to call a proper occasion should require it. He knew the
Commission | had to raise money, and the bad success | had met with: the necessity still subsisted,
and was so much the more pressing, as the time more nearly approached when it was to be
expended; why not then represent the urgency in its proper Colours, and be at a certainty whether
they would contribute? If a sufficient sum could not have been raised immediately, they might
have specified a particular time at the distance of a few months; for surely the noble Lord, who was
said to have offered to provide ten thousand pounds, might in a short time have procured five
thousand; but nothing of this kind was done: his Lordship having contented himself with taking the
will for the deed, as if that goodwill would have furnished the several necessaries of which we then
stood in need. It would seem he was too bashfull, and esteemed it an abundant favour that they
condescended to hear him: and thus satisfied with that honour was cautious not to offend by being
too importunate; and preferred being in their good graces to the substantial interest of the party. |
would not be understood, by saying so much upon this particular of the money, to harbour any
grudge against his Lordship, or the persons named for not transmitting a sum, but remark it as
having been the only material point touched by him of the many he ought to have settled; and even
in this he did not sufficiently exert himself.

* Lord Lovat made no scruple to declare in the Tower, that if the Duke of Beaufort had not promised to raise 12,000 men, he
would not have concerned himself: whereby he exposed before the Warders a nobleman to the resentment of the Government,
whom | had been at great pains to represent at an examination by a Deputation of the Council as no ways privy to and concerned
in our scheme, and that his name being found in a letter to the Prince was owing to Bohaldy’s information, which I represented
as a vainglorious puff.!

LCf. infra, p. 435.

| had some difficulty to forbear laughing at that part of his report, where he seemed to look upon
it as a meritorious action in Lord Barrimore to come from his Country seat to town with no other
view than to converse with him on these matters. Where was the mighty merit? Was not Lord
Barrimore a subject as well as he? He had declared himself one of the party; and why was he to be
exempted from trouble? Affairs of that nature are not to be carried on by sitting at home: a man
must stir and shew his zeal by his activity, as the most effectual method to engage others in the
same interest. His Lordship had made a journey from Scotland, and though there was some
disparity in their age, there was none in their quality: the one was as much bound to exert himself
as the other. Besides, the observation would have been more apropos to most other people; nor did
| require any example of that kind to excite me to be alert, as | was continually upon the move, to
the prejudice of my family, and frequently taking horse, when others, who pretended as much zeal,
were going to bed.

| hope to be forgiven for making a few remarks upon his Lordship’s conduct in regard to my
letter to the Earl Marischal.—After reading the letter, he voluntarily made offer to forward it.
Upon that consideration | entrusted it to him; therefore, had it been for this reason only, nothing
should have prevented him from keeping his promise; besides, he had highly approved of it, upon
hearing my reasons for writing in that style. Had he upon reflection disapproved of it, why not



account for his change of sentiments? Why not write to acquaint me of it, and endeavour to procure
my consent to its being destroyed, or return it by the first sure hand? Which every man conversant
in the world, and even such as from their outward behaviour did not appear to be so polite as his
Lordship, would and ought to have done. A letter is always looked upon as so sacred among
Gentlemen, that | am ready to believe few instances will be found of one’s taking upon him to
dispose of another’s without his consent. If he was afraid to keep any writings of that kind in his
custody, he could be at no loss to lodge it safely with some of the many people he knew in London;
but it was a season of the year when he had frequent opportunities of transmitting it by private
hands; and even supposing no opportunity of that kind had offered, the common post would have
done as well, all being then quiet and not the least suspicion of any correspondence of that nature,
so that the Clerks of the office were entirely exempted from the trouble of trying their dexterity of
hand; and he knew that others had been sent by the same conveyance upon the same subject. But to
use no further arguments of this kind, I will beg leave to ask his Lordship two Questions: What
authority had he to shew this letter to any man living? And with what view was it, that above all
others he shewed it to Bohaldy, the man in the world who ought not to have seen it? | did not enjoin
him to make it known to any body: my complaisance induced me to communicate it to him; but |
saw no necessity for asking the advice or approbation of any other. He, therefore, could not take
upon him to impart it to a second person, without being guilty of the most evident and flagrant
breach of trust. | had fully informed him of what Bohaldy had proposed, and he disapproved of it
knowing his inclinations then; he could not fail knowing that he would be against it as a thing
entirely destructive of his scheme to render Lord Marischal at variance with all employed in the
King’s affairs. To what purpose then did he shew it to him? Surely his consent to destroy it could
no ways diminish the fault. In short, I never could conceive a reason for it, if not his being so much
wedded to that man; and so fearfull to offend him, that he rather chose to take the odium of the
action upon himself than risk disobliging his Dictator. Being unwilling to make any more
differences than subsisted already, | stiffled my resentment for the sake of the publick good, and
only regretted that he had altered his mind, as | was persuaded the letter might have been of
service, had it been forwarded.

Without any further remarks, | shall proceed by saying, that all that could be done, after this
uncertain and unconclusive answer, was to wait with patience for accounts from France or Rome,
and to regulate affairs so, that in case of a landing we might make as quick an appearance as
possible, and endeavour to dispose of people’s minds for such an event. This was Lord Traquair’s
province in the low Country, but I defy him to say he ever took the smallest trouble about it, or to
produce one man whom he endeavoured to engage in the Cause.

It was judged proper that Lochyell should immediately repair to the Highlands, to put things
upon the best footing he could: and as | had been in possession, since the month of December
preceding, of two Commissions for Lord Lovat, one of Lieutenant General, and another of Lord
Lieutenancy of all Scotland benorth the river Spey, with, for Sir James Campbell* of
Auchenbreck, one of Lieutenant General, and another of Lord Lieutenancy of Argyleshire, |
committed them to his care, thinking they would be safer in his hands than mine, in case of any
suspicion or search.



* |t would be no hard task to shew the impropriety of asking the Commission of Lord Lieutenancy of Argyleshire for Sir James
Campbell, and that Sir Hector Macleane was entitled to it in preference to Sir James: but his Majesty could not refuse it, he being
represented as a person of so much interest, one of the Associators, and father-in-law of Lochyell, and the only considerable man
of the name of Campbell of that way of thinking, for though Sir Duncan Campbell of Lochnell had been formerly known to be of
the same principles, yet he had ever been too cautious to risk any thing, though his two brothers, Ardslegnish and another, [were]
killed at Culloden.

Being informed that an augmentation of the Dutch troops was intended, and sensible of the great
loss we should be at for officers, I thought of making interest for a Company in the Scots Brigade,
by which I might be able to engage some of the officers to come over: but as any application of that
nature might look like deserting the King’s business, | imparted my scheme to Lord Traquair, who
greatly approved it, and desired me to draw out a plan, which he would shew to a friend, whose
advice might be of service; which I did, and he shewed it to Mr. Erskine of Grange, who likewise
approved it: and then | wrote to Rome, and desired leave to apply.

The winter passed over without any news from Bohaldy, till the publick papers began to be
filled with accounts of the Prince’s arrival in France, and the motion of the troops towards the
Coast. All parties seemed then full of concern: the friends of the government were afraid of an
invasion, whilst its Enemies, ardently wishing for it, were uneasy that no intimation, however
distant, was made to them: and above all, the Duke of Perth and I, then at Edinburgh, were in the
utmost dilemma, not knowing what to think or how to move. The Earl of Traquair, likewise in
some perplexity, arrived in town, and soon after received a packet from Bohaldy, containing two
letters, the first dated in December, and the second of a fortnight’s date before arrival.—The one
wrote in December contained an account of his going to Rome* soon after parting with his
Lordship at London, where he said he had the utmost difficulty to procure the King’s consent to the
Prince’s leaving Italy, but after presenting two longf Memorials, he had prevailed, and
immediately returned to France, where he acquainted the ministry of his intended journey to
England, where he had been likewise muchs: difficulted to persuade the King’s friends to agree to
the Descent intended, which he said would be in the month of January (which was elapsed before
his packet came) with 12,000 men from Dunkirk under the command of the late Marshal Saxe in
England, and 3000 men, with ammunition, arms, money, and every thing necessary in Scotland,
commanded by the Earl Marischal; and concludes by desiring that all necessary preparations might
be made for their reception.

* His Lordship knew nothing of his Journey, so it would seem to have been a project of his own, unless he accounts for its
sudden conception.

+ It would not be amiss to examine these memorials, and compare the facts therein set forth with the after performance of the
first and truth of the last.

¥ Itis surprizing (to give it no worse epithet) that Bohaldy should have presumed to advise his Sovereign to send the Prince to
risk himself, or impose upon the French Court to send their troops, when according to his own words there was no scheme
settled for their reception. It was too wanton an experiment with a person, upon whom the welfare of his Majesty’s family and
dominions depend; as neither Bohaldy or any man of tolerable sense could imagine that the friends of the government would
not use fire, and every other means in their power, however destructive to the inhabitants, to incommode and distress him at and
after his landing: and therefore what is mentioned in his memorials relative to the English friends, and promised in their names
as inducements to prevail with his Majesty to consent to the Prince’s journey, ought to be very particularly attended to.

The other letter begun with a heavy (but improbable) complaint against Andrew Cockburn for
having neglected to forward the first letter, which he said he had left to his care. Then tells that
having settled affairs* with the party in England, he was upon his return to France, and in all
probability the troops would be landed as soon as the letters could come to hand. He then says, but



how Lord Marischal is to be equippedt is more than he can tell: and in the Postscript, enquires
what is become of Mr. Erskine of Grange; and begs he may come to London without delay to
advise how matters were to be conducted.

*In his first letter he says, he had been much difficulted to persuade the English friends to agree to the Descent: after which he
went to France; and upon his return says, he had then only settled affairs with them. Strange way of proceeding! From his first
letter it is plain he knew upon what footing, and with what force the Descent was to be made: and as he must (or at least ought
to) have told them this before he procured their consent, why were not the affairs he now mentions settled then, and what were
these affairs? Their consent signified nothing without engaging to join: and surely if they consented they must at the same time
have promised to assist. The whole of this hotch-potch transaction of his requires an explanation.

¥ In his first letter he says, his Lord was to be furnished with ammunition, arms, money, and every thing necessary.

% If affairs had been settled with the Party in England (as he wrote a few lines before) there could be no occasion for Mr.
Erskine’s advice how matters were to be conducted. If he meant for Scotland, Mr. Erskine could not be with him in time, if
matters were in such forwardness as he represented: and Bohaldy should have sent instructions in time how they were to be
conducted: for it is very unlikely that Mr. Cockburn (who was known to be very careful of letters sent to him) should have stopt
his letter; and it is more likely he accuses Mr. Cockburn, to vindicate his own criminal neglect.

The letters being read, | took the liberty to give it as my opinion that they were so contradictory
to each other, that no regard was to be paid them: that no material step, such as making
preparations for the reception of the troops, should be taken, as being absolutely impracticable on
account of the shortness of the time: that the chief thing to be done was to write to Bohaldy,
observing his contradictions, and desiring him to explain himself; and at the same time to acquaint
Lord Lovat and Lochyell (then in the Highlands) with the Contents, that they might be upon their
guard, whatever should be the event: that the Duke of Perth should talk privately to Lord George
Murray, and such as he thought proper: and that Lord Traquair should do the like in the low
Country, which was his province.

His Grace declared himself altogether of my opinion, and Lord Traquair, after much reluctance
and hesitation, unable to reconcile Bohaldy’s contradictions, was obliged to acquiesce: so in their
presence | wrote in the terms proposed, which was subscribed by us all, and dispatched next day by
Lord Traquair, and inclosed to Doctor Barry at London, with orders to forward it immediately.

It was carried by one of the Duke of Perth’s servants (addressed to %7 Milne, Clerk in the
War or some other of the publick offices, to be delivered to the Doctor). The fellow was taken up
soon after his arrival at London, and examined concerning his dispatches by the Marquis of
Tweeddale,®® then Secretary for Scotland; but answering that they were papers concerning Lord
Traquair’s private affairs, the matter was dropt, and he set at liberty, his Lordship’s intended
marriage being then surmised, and the packet supposed to contain a Rent-roll of his Estate, and
such writings as are usually produced upon a marriage settlement.

The Doctor, having received the letter, did not think proper to send it, but wrote to Bohaldy,
acquainting him with its being in his custody, and to know if he should forward it. I should be very
sorry to reflect unjustly upon this or any Gentleman, but it will certainly be allowed that the delay
was shewing little regard for Lord Traquair’s desire, and paying great respect to Bohaldy; besides,

¢ Blank in Ms.

% John, 4™ marquis, succeeded his father in 1715. Secretary of State for Scotland, 1742-46, Lord
Justice General, 1761; d. 1762.



it was an overstrained caution, for the same conveyance by which he sent his own, would have
with equal safety forwarded his Lordship’s; nor did he ever pretend there was any risk, so it must
have either proceeded from something | shall not be so unpolite as to insinuate, or that he esteemed
any thing his Lordship could say as very immaterial.

The Duke of Perth, notwithstanding what Lord Traquair and | urged to prevent him, went next
day to Drummond Castle, afraid of being taken up on suspicion; which soon confirmed what | had
before alledged, that in case the first letter had come in course according to its date, and
preparations followed thereupon, the government might have been alarmed, and endeavoured, if
not effected, the ruin of all concerned; for no sooner had his Grace made his abrupt departure, than
orders were given to observe his motions, and parties sent to his house to seize him. I continued in
Edinburgh, and took care to put all upon their guard who might be trusted: and Lord Traquair went
in a few days to the Country, where he remained unactive.

The Duke of Perth was no sooner got to the Country, than he exerted himself to the utmost to put
things upon the best footing in the District allotted him. He had two private meetings with Lord
George Murray, who at first proposed to raise the people of Athol, as if to serve the Government,
and when got into a body, to join us. He likewise dispatched expresses to Braemar, and other parts
of the North: nor did he confine himself to his own province alone, but sent for Mr. MacDonald of
Keppoch,®® and acquainted him with the situation of affairs.

Lord Lovat, on the contrary, feigned himself sick, as an excuse for not bestirring himself, and
with great difficulty could be prevailed upon to see Lord John Drummond (the Duke of Perth’s
brother), who,* ignorant of what was going on, had come over to raise men for his regiment.

* He had been seen and informed against by one Grant, who had some lime belonged to his regiment, which he quitted to enter
among the Government’s troops, and afterwards kept a publick house in London, but has lately gone to Jamaica. An officer in
Lord John Drummond’s regiment (since justly distinguished by a badge of honour for his services to the Royal Family)
informed a friend of his who used to visite him and the other French officers in the Marshalsea prison, of Grant’s character, and
desired him to put his Acquaintances upon their guard not to trust him, which he accordingly did: yet this very man was since
the year 1746 esteemed honest by many of the party; insomuch that from good authority | have great reason to believe that many
of those who came from France since 1746 frequented his house, and made him too privy to their business: nay, even Bohaldy
himself, in spite of all his boasted prudence and caution, was frequently in his house, of which when | seemed to doubt, my
author was so well assured of it, that he offered to appoint the time when | might see him there; from whence 1 hope to be
allowed to observe, that had | been the person the blind and prejudiced endeavoured to represent me, it was in my power to have
injured not only him and others, but higher Powers through their sides; but all men of reflection are sensible how easy mankind
is to be hurried with prejudice, how ready low minds are to sacrifice every thing to present interest and resentment, and how
little common fame is to be relied upon.

The news papers being now full of the Dunkirk embarkation, and the government growing more
and more anxious and uneasy, | was advised by an acquaintance (a person of honour and probity)
to get out of the way, being much suspected, and very probably might be apprehended. Though |
knew him to be sincere, yet as he was in the government’s service, after thanking him for his
advice, | seemed surprised that I should be suspected, and said that as | usually lived in town at that
season of the year, my leaving it might be a means to heighten the suspicion, whereas if I continued
under the government’s servants eye, they might be undeceived and give me no trouble: but, he

* Alexander, son of “Coll of the Cows,” who fought at Killiecrankie and Sheriffmuir. He was at
the University of Glasgow in 1713; m. Jessie, daughter of Stewart of Appin; fell heroically at
Culloden.



replied, 1 was mistaken, for they were not ignorant of my principles and connections with the
party, and in all likelihood would secure me; and as he might not be informed of their intentions
early enough to acquaint me, thought my going to the Country would be prudent. This happen’d on
a Saturday, but judging it imprudent to disappear too suddenly, | staid till the Wednesday
following when | had an excuse to go to the Country to a brother-in-law’s burial: but before | set
out | had an instance of a very extraordinary piece of management; whom to impute it to | cannot
positively say, whether to Doctor Barry or Mr. Cockburn, for to one of them it was owing. To my
great surprize Mr. MacDougall* brought me a letter addressed to the Countess of Traquair. He had
been luckily at the Postoffice when the mail arrived, and one of the Clerkst (who was in our
interest) observing the letter, and imagining it might be of consequence, gave it to him. Not
thinking that any letter of moment could be sent by the common post at so critical a juncture | was
averse to open it, but reflecting that an intrusion of such a nature at that time would not be taken
amiss, | ventured to open it in Mr. Macdougall’s presence. Finding the inclosed sealed and directed
after the same manner, | was the more curious, and having opened that, found it blank with one
inclosed, sealed, and addressed to her son by his cant name, wrote by Bohaldy, and containing a
few lines in Cypher, saying the troops were then ready to embark, that he expected to be in
England in a few days, and again begging that Mr. Erskine might repair to London. Had this letter
fallen into wrong hands, which was the more likely when addressed to so suspicious a name, what
a scene must have ensued, for though perhaps they could not have explained it, yet it left room to
suspect every thing, and would have proved a sufficient pretence to secure Lord Traquair, and
those with whom he was most intimately connected.

* Wine merchant in Edinburgh.
F Mr. Francis.

It was not the same now as formerly: the common post was become the most dangerous
conveyance of any. It was not to be doubted that when an invasion was threatened, and an intestine
war dreaded, nay, upon the brink of commencing, the utmost care would be taken to look into
letters, especially such as were addressed to Roman Catholicks, or people suspected to be
Jacobites. Nothing can vindicate such a step, nothing but dotage or drunkenness could have
occasioned it; nor would any man of business, or even pretender to it, have wrote so triffling, so
insignificant a letter, upon such an emergency. He had said the same thing three weeks before: now
since another occasion of writing offered, he should have been more explicite, whereas the letter
was only an anxious enquiry after Mr. Erskine of Grange, as if the army, when landed, was to have
halted till Mr. Erskine gave his orders to advance, or as if the Prince was not to have marched to S'
James’s till Mr. Erskine was ready to receive him. Mr. Erskine, perhaps, was a very good and able
man, but I am afraid his presence would not have counterbalanced the bad effects which must have
ensued, had this childish letter been intercepted.

Though | fondly wished for an invasion, yet from former disappointments, and every
circumstance already mentioned, | could not be satisfied it was really intended; nor did I think it



was more than show, till | received a letter from Mr. Nisbet of Dirleton,”® which assured me that
the accounts of the preparations at Dunkirk were authentick; so after regulating my affairs in the
best manner the time would permit, and talking with such of the King’s friends as | thought proper
to let into the secret, | went to the Country.

Two days after | met with Lord Traquair at my brother’s interment, when | informed him of
what had passed from the time of his leaving Edinburgh, and the receipt of Bohaldy’s letter: upon
which he acquainted me with his having received a letter from Edinburgh the night before,
advising him there was a warrant issued to apprehend him, that he did not think it safe to continue
longer at his own house, and therefore proposed going to Drummond Castle and asked me to
accompany him. Being a little startled at the intelligence he had mentioned, | ventured to ask him
from whom it came and was answered from his Taylor; which giving me as low opinion of the
information as | could possibly have of the informer, | declined going, saying, though I did not
propose to return to Edinburgh, yet | could not think of going so soon to Perthshire, for having but
little ready [money] it behoved me to raise some from my tenants. His Lordship obligingly replied,
that the want of money needed be no stop, for if I would join in a bill with him for £500 he would
procure it from Lord Elibank;’* so having no further objection | agreed to his proposal; and after
writing to Lord Kenmure to acquaint him* with the motive of our journey, and to beg he might be
in readiness in case of a landing, we set out for Perthshire, and the second evening we arrived att
Drummond Castle where we were informed that his Grace, fearing a surprize, had retired to a farm
(possessed by James Drummond Macgregor) about eight miles up the Country upon the side of
Loch Tron.

Thinking his absconding would still give stronger suspicion to the servants of the government, |
proposed to Lord Traquair to go and endeavour to persuade him to return home; and his Lordship
consenting, we went to his Grace, and | took the liberty to tell him that his skulking was not only
the ready way to make him suspected, but below his dignity, and might give the party an
unfavourable opinion of his power in these parts, where he had a number of people who would be
faithfull to him, and if properly placed on the different avenues could give him timely notice of the
approach of any parties that might be sent from Perth or Stirling to seize him.

® The following note is kindly contributed by Mrs. Nisbet Hamilton Ogilvy of Biel and
Dirleton:— “The William Nisbet of Dirleton who lived in 1745 and died in 1783 was the son of
William Nisbet, who died in 1733, by his wife Christian, daughter of Sir William Bennet, Bart, of
Grubbet. He married Mary, daughter of Alexander Hamilton of Pencaitland, which lady succeeded
to the Belhaven (Biel) estates on the death of her kinsman, James, fifth Lord Belhaven and
Stenton. William Nisbet was very musical—played the violin and composed. There is a fine
portrait of him at Archerfield by Allan Ramsay.”

7 Patrick, 5™ baron.



* | had spoke to him at Edinburgh, and he promised to be in readiness; but considering that in case of a landing, all the King’s
friends in the low Country would be liable to be arrested, | wrote to him to come to us in Perthshire.

+ We had here an instance of fidelity and regard for their master’s preservation. When we arrived in the Court yard it was dark,
and some of the servants then in the Cellar hearing the tread of our horses, and imagining we were a party of dragoons come to
seize his Grace, one of them came to the door and threw a full bottle with great violence at us, but providentially it struck none of
us.

These arguments prevailed, and he returned two days after, when the Lords Nairn’® and
Strathallan”™ were sent for,* and the affairs of the Country put upon the best footing the shortness
of the time would allow.

As it might seem troublesome to mention every particular incident which happened at that time,
let it suffice then to say that every hour passed away in anxious expectation; and parties having
been sent both from Stirling and Perth to apprehend the Duke of Perth, he was at last obliged to
retire to Braemar, where he staid till all apprehensions of an invasion were over, and people’s
minds a little at rest.

Having continued in Perthshiref till all hopes of a landing were vanished, | went to Stirling,
where | was informed of Lord Elcho’s’ being arrived from France, upon which | went privately to
Edinburgh to learn what had passed, and found by his Lordship’s account, that all the apparatus for
an invasion was shew only, and that the Earl Marischall, in place of having 3000 troops allotted for
Scotland, with arms, ammunition, and money, could not, after sending frequent couriers to Paris,
procure any orders, nor was he so much as provided with money for his necessary expences as
General; and the Prince, instead of being publickly at Dunkirk with the troops, was kept private at
Gravelines,# where no person had access to him but Bohaldy, or such as he chose.

* Lochyell was then in the island of Sky with Sir Alexander Mac- Donald, who declared himself ready to join upon the troops
landing.

+ At Fairnton, Abercarny, Lord Nairns, etc.

% His Royal Highness knows best if this is true.

These accounts affected me very sensibly, and made me the less wonder that neither Lord
Semple or Bohaldy had sent us proper intelligence of what was going forward, though till then |
could not help thinking it strange why they did not account to us for the embarkation’s
miscarrying, which they might easily have done by sending a small vessell to Scotland, or the same
ship which brought Lord Elcho from Boulogne.

The time passed away without any intelligence from these Gentlemen till the month of June,
whilst all concerned were extremely uneasy to think they should be so much neglected and left
entirely in the dark in relation to an affair of so great consequence, and for which they had so long

72 John, son of Margaret, Baroness Nairn, and Lord William Murray, son of 1% Marquess of
Atholl; b. 1691; out in the ‘15; taken at Preston; forfeited; joined Prince Charles at Blair, was a
member of his Council, and commanded an Atholl battalion, escaped to France, where he died in
1770

# William, 4" viscount, fell at Culloden.

7* David, son of 4™ Earl of Wemyss, and Janet, daughter of the notorious Colonel Francis
Charteris of Amisfield, b. 1721, d. 1787.



struggled with imminent risk both of their lives and fortunes. It cannot appear strange that those
principally engaged were uneasy, as their all was at stake in case of a discovery: and it was with the
greatest indignation they reflected that the man whom they had employed, and who enjoyed the
bread he then and still eats through their interest, should dare to neglect to answer* the letter they
had wrote, nor give them a circumstantial account of the situation of affairs, and to what cause it
was owing that the descent he had so positively promised had not been made.

Some were of opinion that having got the Prince in France, and the management of affairs into
his hands, he looked upon himself as able to stand on his own legs without their support, and so
had dubbed himself an independent Minister{ and man of consequence, indifferent which ever
way they should interprete his silence, having the shew of the Prince’s authority.

This was not the opinion of two or three, but of many who were now acquainted (since Lord
Elcho’s arrival) with what had passed; and it was upon this account that a resolution was taken to
come at the bottom of the whole affair; and | was named as the person to execute the Commission,
even Lord Traquair himself professing great anxiety, and blaming Bohaldy’s silence.

* The letter, signed by the Duke of Perth, the Earl of Traquair, and me, and sent to London to be forwarded by Doctor Barry.

+ As Lord Semple, according to Colonel Cecil, had assumed the character of Minister from the King’s friends in England
without their consent.

¥ His Lordship did not scruple to acquaint such of the King’s friends as could be trusted with the management at the time of the
embarkation.

| acknowledge I was not only the first who proposed to send to France, but was very desirous to
go; yet reflecting on the several disappointments we had met with, the frivolous triffling and
unconclusive reasons assigned for these disappointments, together with the usage | had received
from Lord Traquair and Bohaldy in the case of my letter to the Earl Marischall, I did not think
myself a fit person, judging that Semple and Bohaldy would give as little satisfaction as possible,
and being strongly suspected by the friends of the government, was afraid the cause of my journey
might be guessed, and rekindle that jealousy which seemed then to be a good deal abated.
Nevertheless, | agreed with Lord Traquair at Peebles to go to the Duke of Perth, and talk the affair
over with him: and the same night, when the family were gone to bed, | set out for Drummond
Castle, where | arrived the next day; and having told him what had passed at Peebles, he not only
approved the scheme, but begged that by any means | might go. He professed his dislike of
Bohaldy’s conduct, the diffidence he had of his veracity, and his ardent desire to be satisfied
whether any thing had been really intended. Upon this | freely opened my mind to him, by
declaring the doubts I had long conceived of that Gentleman’s integrity, and my reasons for being
a little averse to the journey. He took all imaginable pains to remove my difficulties, and begged I
would go; for, said he, let whatever be the success, we cannot fail to learn if the agents are to be
trusted; and if they avoid giving reasons for their silence and the miscarriage of the embarkation, or
do not assign satisfactory ones for both, they will equally demonstrate that no dependence is to be
had upon them or the French Court, and then will be a proper time either to make an alteration both
in men and measures, or entirely lay aside further thoughts of the affair for some time.

Though thoroughly satisfied of the necessity of sending some person, | continued nevertheless
of opinion that none could be more unfit than me if obliged to apply to Bohaldy or Lord Semple
alone: but finding his Grace bent upon the scheme, | agreed to it, provided I should have nothing to
do with them, but be at liberty to apply immediately to the Prince in the name of his friends in
Scotland, and likewise to lay a state before him of what had passed, acquaint him with the several



disappointments we had already met with, the false and contradictory intelligence sent us, to know
if these letters had been wrote by his order, and finally to learn what had put a stop to the
embarkation, what situation affairs were then in, and what steps his friends in Scotland were to
take.

His Grace agreed heartily to this proposal; and | promised upon my return to acquaint the Earl of
Traquair with the conditions upon which I was willing to go, that there might afterwards be no
room left to find fault, or alledge he was a stranger to my intentions. Accordingly | went to his
house in the Country, where having told him what had passed with the Duke of Perth, | was so
candid and fair as to shew him the Copy of Letter | proposed to forward to the King upon my
arrival in France, and likewise the heads of a Memorial which I designed to lay before the Prince,
or communicate to him by word of mouth if an opportunity offered: to all which he consented; and
desired I might set out with all convenient despatch.

As | had neither mentioned my journey to my family or any of my friends, and as it was
necessary to assign some plausible reason, | was obliged to stay a few days, and give out that |
intended to go and see the army in Flanders; and that it might look the less suspicious, went to
Edinburgh and asked Lord Elcho to go with me, but, as he did not immediately resolve, |
determined to set out by myself, and when | had every thing ready, got an express from Lord
Traquair acquainting me that he had received a letter from Lord Semple and Bohaldy, which he
was then deciphering, and desired | might come to know the Contents.

| took horse immediately, full of hopes to find something satisfactory, but it is impossible to
express the disappointment upon finding things worse than ever, the most unaccountable reasons
assigned for the Invasion’s having failed,” and a still more unaccountable proposal. | cannot now
recollect every particular, nor will it be thought strange that many things of moment have escaped
my memory, if the distance of time, hurry of business, unprecedented bad usage, unheard-of
oppression, the vilest calumny, and the sinister accidents that have befallen me in private life, are
duly considered: but, still I can remember the chief reason alledged was, that the Admiral™® had
been bribed by English money and disobeyed his orders.

I will readily grant that such things may have happened both in ancient and modern times,
though the examples perhaps are few; but that it did in the case before us | cannot be prevailed on
to believe. If it did, it will follow that Bohaldy expressly contradicts himself; for, in one of his
letters before mentioned, he assured Lord Traquair that the scheme was carried on with so much
secrecy and address, that neither the Admiral himself, and but few of the ministry, knew of the
expedition upon which the fleet was to go, and that the Admiral’s orders were given with strict
charge not to open them till he was got to a certain Latitude. If this then was the case, it was
impossible the Court at London should know its destination,* and without that knowledge there
was no occasion to bribe the Admiral. Such steps are not taken at a venture, and though the English
fleet was neither so well manned or numerous as it was soon after, yet it had not been for many
years upon so bad a footing as to fear the French and bribe their Admiral: and the extraordinary
expedition with which a squadron was manned at that time is a strong argument to support what |
say; nay, it can scarcely have escaped any man’s memory, that the squadron was not equipped

> The fleet was driven back by storm on Feb. 24.

’® Monsieur de Roquefeuille.—Cf. Browne’s History of the Highlands for a full account of the
attempted invasion.



before the French fleet was in the Channel. Had the Court at London known its destination before
it sailed from Brest, and had they had time to debauch the Admiral from his duty, it can hardly be
believed, nor will any man of reason allow himself to suppose, that immediate orders would not
have been issued to equip a Squadron for the Downs.

* Such as have a mind to cavil may say, it was possible to be informed by some in the Secret: but when every circumstance is
fairly considered, this will appear quite void of probability.

A man that is capable of being bribed to betray his Prince, is not so much to be depended by the
Enemy as not to be guarded against; for had he taken money, and continued to act up to his orders,
he would not have been the first example of the double knave: so I may venture to say, that had the
Admiral been bribed, the English would nevertheless have fitted out a fleet, not only to guard
against his treachery, but to cover it to his own Court.

Either Bohaldy’s assertion that the scheme was carried on with great address and secrecy, or that
the Admiral was bribed, must be false: both cannot be true; so the world is left to judge which of
them is most likely to want foundation.

The Bribery seems to be entirely unsupported by any evidence, or even presumption: for of all
nations the French (particularly ever since the minority of Louis the 14™) are the least apt either to
neglect or disobey their Sovereign’s commands.

Had the orders been positive, the Admiral knew very well that to disobey was sacrificing both
life and fortune. If they were in the terms asserted by Lord Semple and Bohaldy, he had no
business at Dunkirk: he was to have blocked up Portsmouth, and prevented the English fleet from
sailing.

There was then no fleet in the Downs (unless about the same number of guard ships stationed
there in time of peace) to intercept the transports: or supposing there had been a few ships, the
Admiral might have detached a small Convoy to keep them at a distance (and not loitered before
Dunkirk) till the troops were embarked; for as there was no Enemy to annoy them, they might have
been put on board with great despatch, without the assistance of the men of war’s boats, as there is
great plenty of small craft along the coast, and even the fishing boats would have served to
transport a number. It is therefore evident, that if any such orders to be opened at sea were given, it
was only for a blind, and the Admiral must have had secret ones countermanding the execution of
the descent: and nothing else surely would have prevented him from blocking up Portsmouth.

Innumerable arguments might be brought to support the probability, if not the certainty, of what
has been said, but it must appear so plain to every thinking man, that | shall only make one further
remark.

The Admiral was old and sickly, and died the third day after the storm. He had served his
Country well, had ever preserved an unspotted and unblemished character: and there was never the
least insinuation made by any of the French ministry of his being bribed; nor indeed (as far as |
could learn) by any other person than Lord Semple and Bohaldy. It is not, then, to be imagined, or
so much as dreamt, that this man on the verge of the grave would have betrayed that Country or
disobeyed that Prince he had so long served with steadfast zeal. Such low, vile, and groveling
thoughts cannot with any reason be entertained; for a nice notion of honour and ardent desire of
glory being so strongly imprinted in the minds of that people, that had this Gentleman’s orders
been such as was alledged, he would have executed them with fidelity and alacrity, thinking
himself happy that he was to leave the world, and finish his course, in the service of his Prince: and



from thence | will venture to conclude that there is great reason to believe the Admiral obeyed his
orders, and that the French ministry never intended the preparations should have any other effect
than to alarm the English ministry, and make them draw their troops from Flanders, thereby to
enable themselves to make the greater effort upon the Rhine in the following Campaign; which
was plainly seen a few months afterwards.

Lord Semple and Bohaldy, in their Letter to Lord Traquair, after this uncharitable and absurd
apology for the unsuccessful attempt, observed that the affair now being over, it was absolutely
necessary to procure fresh assurances from the King’s friends in England and Scotland,* whereby
to induce the French to renew the enterprise.

This was a very extraordinary demand: for the French were already eithert satisfied or not with
the assurances which had been given. If they were satisfied, it was to no purpose to reiterate them.
None stronger could be given than those from Scotland. More subscriptions, indeed, might have
been procured; but as the original subscribers had undertaken for all the principal men of the Party,
and promised that any two of them, whom the French Court should name, should be sent over, and
the French having made no such demand, it appeared they were satisfied, and therefore no stronger
assurance could be given or thought necessary.

* No such proposal was ever made to the English: on the contrary, it will appear from what follows, that they were made to
believe the French had never lost sight of their first scheme.

¥ Itis plain they were satisfied (if the descent was really intended) otherwise they proceeded contrary to every rule of policy and
good sense, which they are not apt to do.

If they were not satisfied, from whence did their scruples arise, and why on a sudden upon the
back of the expected embarkation? No promises had been, nor was it so much as proposed, to rise
in arms before the troops landed: so there was no failure on our parts.

This demand was not at all likely, the French ministry being too clear-sighted not to have
observed the failings on the part of the Scots (if there had been any) long before that time, as the
assurances and proposals had been laid before them for years: and Lord Semple and Bohaldy were
not aware of the inference to be naturally drawn from this demand.

Had the French Court asked any such thing of them, it was a demonstration that they never
intended an embarkation with any other view than | have said before. The Scots had given no cause
to think they had repented of their first engagements, and though for what | know the English had
come under no such solemn tye in writing (though if any dependance can be had on this and other
of Bohaldy’s letter, they had given assurances), yet it was never so much as surmised that they had
given the French any grounds to suspect an alteration in their sentiments.

Such a request on the part of the French Court would have shewn the utmost want of sincerity, a
triffling and evasive shift, and plainly elucidated that they schemed nothing but to play the Prince
and his friends off to serve their own ends.

It would be childish to argue further upon this point, or frame conjectures of what might have
been the French design in making such a demand, as in fact none such, or any tending to it, was
ever made by them, but was the sole produce of Lord Scruple’s and Bohaldy’s brains to serve their
own purposes. They were conscious that nothing substantial had been intended, and that no
effectual assistance was to be hoped for. It was therefore their business to gain time by engaging
the party in this new scheme, no matter how long they were about it: the more tedious the better for
them, as it continued them in their employment, and the Party could not complain of delays, as



they could have no title to expect assistance till such time as the assurances demanded were
granted.

This, 1 will venture to say, was the most coarse-spun piece of Policy ever thought of: and it is
surprizing how they could imagine that any set of men could be so thoroughly blinded as to agree
to it; as any man, with a small share of reflection, could not miss to see through it. It was
endeavouring to impose upon people’s judgment after the grossest manner imaginable. In short,
was an attempt to involve the party in an endless labyrinth of unnecessary negotiations, and make
them launch out into a boundless ocean of useless correspondence, attended with the most
imminent danger not only to those immediately concerned, but to all in general.

It must appear strange to every person, that in their several letters wrote after the Prince’s arrival
in France,”” his authority is never used nor his name mentioned. It is almost incredible that men
could be so weak as to imagine so palpable a neglect would be overlooked. Whatever authority
they had to write or act before his arrival, surely it naturally ceased as soon as he appeared amongst
them, and all future despatches were to be regarded as made by his orders or consent; yet they had
the modesty to write | or We, as if no such person had existed. This probably proceeded from their
being conscious they did not write truth, and should an enquiry be made, it could not be objected to
them that they had used the sanction of his authority to their fictions.

From whatever reason it proceeded, it was most unbecoming and disrespectfull: it was imposing
on their Constituents; and using their Prince like a schoolboy, keeping him in the dark, concealing
the zeal and merits of his friends, and putting it out of his power to give countenance to such as
most deserved it, and cooping him up in a Corner like an outlaw to prevent him from conversing
with those, who not only knew his interest, but were zealous of his honour; knowing, that if he had
access to hear such, their underhand dealings would be discovered, and they either dismissed, or
disregarded.

| expressed my sentiments pretty much to the Earl of Traquair concerning the letter as above
recited, and his Lordship having declared his dislike both of apology and the scheme proposed,
urged my journey as more necessary than ever, and begged | would make all possible despatch.
Accordingly | set out in the beginning of July 1744, and arriving at London in a few days, | went
immediately to Mr. Cockburn to know when | could see Doctor Barry. The old Gentleman told me
that the Doctor had received a letter from Bohaldy some days before, which exciting my curiosity
made me send him immediately to acquaint him with my arrival, and desire to see him. The Doctor
was then in the Country, and in three days came to town, when | saw him, delivered him a letter
from the Earl of Traquair, and desired to know how matters stood, and if he had lately received any
favourable accounts from the other side: to which he answered that he had received a letter some
days before, and was much difficulted how to answer it.

Bohaldy had engaged the Doctor to procure some English sailors to pilote over the troops he
pretended were soon to be landed;* and now they were procured, he desired they might be
immediately sent over: but the Doctor very justly observed, that having neither mentioned the Port
where they were to land, nor the person to whom they were to be consigned, he was quite at a loss
how to act. I told him, he had no way to obviate that difficulty, but by writing the first opportunity
to Bohaldy, desiring him to fix upon the place where they were to land, and the person they were to

7 The Prince left Antibes for Paris on horseback on Jan. 29,1744, having arrived (here from
Genoa on the 23", — Letter from Villeneuve to Amelot, French Archives.



apply to there.

This instance of Bohaldy’s confused way of doing business, as well as many other particulars
already mentioned, will help to give the world a just notion of his capacity and integrity.

* This Intelligence to Doctor Barry is quite repugnant to what Semple and Bohaldy wrote to the Earl of Traquair, though both
letters must have been written at or very near the same time.

He first bespeaks Pilots to assist in conveying a body of troops, and when they are procured,
writes to have them sent over, without either specifying the port where they should land, or the
person to whom they were to apply when landed. Had there been any pressing business which had
prevailed with them to sail, they would have been seized as spies or pirates: Mr. Honeyman, their
Conductor, to vindicate himself, must have imparted his errand to the Governor of the place, or the
Intendant of the Marine, which would have discovered the whole, and put the secret in the mouths
of all present at the examination, and though there had been none but the Governor and his Clerk,
they were too many. Besides, as the thing would have made a noise in the place, it might have been
discovered by persons employed by the Court of London as spies: and if discredited by the
Governor (which was very likely, there being then no body of troops upon the coast) he might have
very innocently spoke of it as a cunning device of theirs to get off. Had they named Bohaldy,
things would not probably have fared better with them, as he was too obscure a person to be
known, and might perhaps be esteemed by the Governor rather as a spy than the King’s agent.

But supposing this had not been the case, and that the Governor believed their story, yet kept
them confined, till he could receive orders from Paris, where was Bohaldy to be found? If he was
known to any of the Ministers, save Monsieur Amelot, he was not to the Minister of the Marine,
and yet he was the person to whom the Governor would naturally have applied. If that Gentleman
had never heard of him, how then were the Pilots to be relieved? It is probable, they would have
been kept a considerable time, their Conductors absence (being a man of business) remarked and
whispered about, his voyage found out, and the whole discovered.

Had Mr. Honeyman their Conductor been furnished with Bohaldy’s address, and permitted to
write to him, their difficulties would not have been so great: but it nevertheless seems evident, a
discovery must have happened, for during the time that would have elapsed before a return could
have been procured from Paris, many would have had access to converse with the private men, and
discover the cause of their voyage, for the fellows finding themselves disappointed of the many
fair promises made them at their being engaged, and either afraid of long confinement, or
exasperated against their Conductor, would have told all they knew. So, whatever the affair had
fallen out, there is not the least probability the affair could have remained a secret.

On the other hand, had all these difficulties occurred to the Doctor and Mr. Honeyman, and
prevented their being sent, and had the troops been ready to embark, and pilots wanted, how could
this exquisite negotiator have answered for his blunder?

But this was not the case: there was no occasion for them; nor the least ground to believe that
any such thing was intended. It was a second part of the same farce they proposed to act upon
Scotland: to keep the minds of the people of England in suspence and agitation, and make them
hope something was to be done, though nothing was intended.

It was matter of wonder to me, that men of sense should be cajoled into the belief of such
whimsies: and it was no less strange, that the demand alone did not convince them of the
preparation for an embarkation in the Spring being only show. No pilots were then asked, or sent



over: and if the passage was hazardous in July, it was more so in the Spring. If they were then
necessary and neglected, it was a proof the managers were unequal to their task: for if the French
Pilots were then sufficient, they were equally so at this time, and as easily to be procured.

Though I may seem to have dwelt upon this Topick, | judged it requisite to discuss the point at
length, to shew how unaccountably things were conducted, and to what an unfit person they were
unhappily entrusted, and how liable Princes are to be imposed upon, and unjustly become liable to
censure for the mismanagement of others. Princes have not always access to chuse their own
servants; especially such as are in his Majesty’s situation, must employ those that are willing, those
he would incline being seldom found ready: and when interest takes place, things go but badly
with a Prince upon the throne; and much worse with one in exile.

| should be inexcusable not to observe the monstrous deceit intended in Semple and Bohaldy’s
negotiations, and how liable men of that stamp are to be detected. In their letter to Lord Traquair
they say nothing of any second descent, but that was over till fresh assurances were given to induce
the French to continue their friendship; whilst the English are persuaded to believe that a body of
troops were ready to embark, and seamen asked to pilote them over. Mankind would labour in vain
to palliate, much less vindicate, such glaring falsehood and evident contradictions.

The Doctor (as | advised) wrote by the first post; and having considered which would be my
safest way to get into France, | resolved to write a letter to Bohaldy at the same time, acquainting
him | was got so far on my way to see him, and desired he would send me a passport to Rotterdam,
to the care of Mr. Crawford the Banker, against the time | mentioned | expected to be there.

As it was proper for me to write this letter in cypher, | applied to Mr. Cockburn, who told me he
had one by which he corresponded with Bohaldy; and, to my great astonishment, pulled from the
seat of the window a copy of the Cypher in which Bohaldy corresponded with his friends in
Scotland.

If the other incidents which had happened occasioned surprize, this no less affected me, and
gave me the utmost pain to think, that through the negligence of this good old man the lives and
fortunes of so many were at stake. This room was the common receptacle of every one who
assumed to himself the name of friend or Jacobite; nay, his niece and maid had hourly access,
whilst this Cypher lay ready for the perusal of any person curious enough to look at it, wherein was
a list of names, both Scots and English, only proper for the knowledge of such as were very nearly
concerned.

To make any observations upon this affair would be spending time to little purpose; the
reflexions which naturally occur are too many and obvious to be overlooked, and must stare every
body in the face and sensibly touch all men of penetration.

| carried the Cypher with me, and having fmished my letter, employed Mr. Cockburn to forward
it: and though | was strongly inclined to detain the Cypher, on account of the danger we were all in
from the careless manner in which it was kept, yet the inconveniences that might ensue made me
return it, when | endeavoured to persuade the honest man that it was unsafe to have it in his house
but when he had occasion to use it, far more so to have it tumbled about in that loose way; and
advising him to be a little more circumspect for the future, endeavoured to convince him of the
fatal effects that would follow in case of a sudden search, or any other unlucky discovery. All my
Arguments were in vain and unsuccessful; he was grown old, and like an ancient Oak readier to
break than bend; for every time | was in the house it lay in its old position, either loose on the seat
of the window, or peeping out from below a Dictionary.



As Lord Elcho had wrote me that he would go abroad with me, I resolved to waite him a few
days, and in the mean time went to Dr. Barry to [learn] what answer he had from Bohaldy, and
found he had received a letter by the course of post, saying he had procured instructions to the
Intendant of the Marine at Diep to receive the Pilots, and desiring they might be sent thither
without delay.

Though I very much suspected that no such instructions could be procured in so short a time
since sending the letter, | advised the Doctor to write, the answer being received in due course, and
consequently Bohaldy had only from the arrival of one post to the setting out of the next to reply,
and that at the time too when the Ministers were with the King upon the Rhine; yet, as the Doctor
did not seem to doubt it, I thought it none of my business to find fault, as I could not do it without
calling Bohaldy’s veracity in question to a person I knew little of.

The Doctor had once proposed to me to go with the Pilots, which I had not absolutely rejected,
being uncertain whether Lord Elcho might alter his resolution; but he now proposed it as a means
to make the men comply with the more good will; alledging that seeing a Gentleman with them
would be a strong inducement, and by giving them drink and a few Guineas would prevent their
reflecting upon [what] they were about, and leave no room for repentance till too late. So being
uncertain from Lord Elcho’s delay of his coming, and a little dubious of Bohaldy’s sending the
passport, | agreed to go, if no better way occurred, and to meet Mr. Honeyman next day at the
Doctor’s house, who promised that Mr. Honeyman should provide me with a dress and every thing
necessary for the voyage, as we were to have Nets and other Tackle proper for Fishermen, and give
ourselves out for such if brought to by men of war or Custom-house boats. Accordingly next day |
met with Mr. Honeyman, and Lord Elcho having arrived, | declined the proposal.

Having all along thought it strange that Lord Traquair had never made mention of any plan of
action laid down by the English, and thinking it scarcely possible that men arrived at these years,
when general and undigested projects are not relished, would engage so far as they were said to
have done without forming a plan of operation, | endeavoured by distant hints to learn from the
Doctor upon what plan they were going, and if they had any reason to expect assistance from the
Gentlemen of the army. It was very easy to perceive from his answer that if any plan was formed
he knew little of it; not that his silence proceeded from caution or reserve; for, without asking, he
told me that such letters as he received, and with other papers he judged necessary to be preserved,
he lodged at a house in the Country. To the other part of the question he frankly answered, assuring
me they had the greatest reason to expect assistance from the army, and that one Colonel (whose
regiment then lay in Kent), had engaged for his whole corps.

Having no further occasion to wait, and judging it full time to be gone, I set out for Flanders, and
upon my arrival at Ostend wrote to Bohaldy, acquainting him of my being there, and that | would
endeavour to be in Rotterdam by the time | had appointed in my letter to him from London; and
when | got to Tournay, wrote to Mr. Crawford, Banker at Rotterdam, that in case any letters for me
addressed to his care came to hand he would keep them till meeting.

After Lord Elcho and | had passed a few days in the Camp, | went to Rotterdam, and found two
letters from Bohaldy; one from Paris promising to meet me in person, and the other in a very
ministerial stile (wrote at Rotterdam), expressing his surprize at not finding me there, and
declaring that the Prince’s affairs admitting of no delay, his Royal Highness would be anxious for
his return.

When Mr. Crawford delivered me the two letters, he said there had been a Gentleman to enquire



after me, who was gone that day to Leyden; upon which I immediately set out for that place in
hopes to find him; but after the strictest enquiry (according to the description given by Mr.
Crawford), at all the Inns in town, no such person could be found. Upon this I returned next day to
Rotterdam, and met with him at the Sun (the house most frequented there by the British), playing
at Cards in a promiscuous Company with his nephew, Mr. John Drummond, an Officer in Lord
John Drummond’s Regiment, who went by the name of Scot.

Notwithstanding I was concerned to find them in so publick a manner in a town swarming with
Spies, and in a house the common resort of the English, yet | found no fault, but accosted them as
acquaintances | was glad to find there by accident; and when the game was over we retired into
another room, where he immediately began to regret the embarkations not having succeeded, and
assigned the same reasons as in the letter before mentioned.

Having listened attentively to what he advanced, | objected to what he had said, and insinuated
that the French were not sincere. As this touched him in a tender point, he flew into a violent
passion, as he is apt to do upon the least contradiction; so | judged it best to drop the argument, lest
he had let any thing fall to occasion a quarrel, and discover us both, or that might prevent my
journey, which was the thing I chiefly aimed at. | therefore told him that as we might have future
opportunities of talking that affair over it would be proper to drop it at that time, and that | was in
as great a hurry to return to Scotland as he could be to France, whither I must go without delay,
having instructions not only to know from him and Lord Semple what had passed, but to wait on
the Prince and receive his commands.

To this he answered that when he received my letter he had intimated it to the Prince, and
assured me his Royal Highness would make me welcome; but as he found it necessary to keep
private, as a means to blind the Court at London, he was afraid that any person’s coining from
Britain might occasion suspicion, and discover where he was;* and that for this reason he did not
think it proper to send the passport, believing our meeting in Holland would answer the same end;
and added that he could not help thinking it would be best for me to return directly from Holland,
and assure our friends in Scotland that the French were very hearty in their interest, and were then
making great preparations for a second embarkation.§

It will be easily perceived that | needed be at no loss, from this discourse, to judge that my
journey was not agreeable to him, and to see plainly that he attempted in the Prince’s name to
divert it.

| therefore told him that it would give me the utmost concern should my journey to Paris prove
any hindrance to the Prince’s affairs; but as my own safety depended upon the privacy of my
journey, to which I could see no material obstacle, | did not apprehend any bad consequences
would ensue; that had my journey proceeded from my own curiosity alone, | would have been
ready to return with what answer he should give me, but being sent by the Party with their positive
injunctions to see the Prince, | was under the necessity of going at all events, and could in no shape
avoid it without having his Royal Highness’s orders to the contrary; and finally, that | was ready,
though I had no pass, to go upon his in the quality of domestick or any other it would admit of.

Finding me determined, he at last consented to my going with him, but said that could not be for
two days longer, nor did he know what road he should be obliged to take, his principal errand to
Holland being to purchase arms,# and in case he could not find them there he would be obliged to
go by Liege. Upon this our conversation broke up; having agreed to wait his time, and follow what
route he thought fit.



* |t was then publicly known at London that he was in Paris.
+ Bohaldy is the proper person to reconcile this with what he and Lord Semple wrote to the Earl of Traquair before I left Scotland.

% Yet he would spend a day and a half in going to Leyden, where no arms were to be found.

However happy | was in the thoughts of being able to accomplish my journey, | was nevertheless
amazed at the story he had told me of his coming to Holland to buy arms. | have mentioned before,
that upon his first coming to Scotland, in the beginning of the year 1741, he had assured his
Constituents that there were then 20,000 stand of arms provided by the French Court, which he all
along continued to affirm; and in his letter from London before the expected embarkation, he
expressly says money and arms were to be embarked with the troops for Scotland; and yet now he
was weak enough to contradict himself by saying he was then come to purchase them. Nothing
could be a plainer proof than that what he either then had said, or did now say, was not to be
depended upon; and how unaccountably was it thus to expose himself to a man to whom he had
formerly told the reverse. Besides, it was a palpable absurdity to pretend to do a thing in two or
three days, which he had not been able to execute in as many years. Had it been possible for a
stranger, during a general war in Europe, to procure so considerable a number of arms in so short a
time, it shewed an unwarrantable oversight not to have done it long before; and it was an evident
proof that no provision of that nature* had been made for the promised Descent. The arms then
provided (if any were) would still have served; or had they been disposed of to the French troops,
we can scarce believe their magazines are ever so ill provided as not to be able to replace them
when required; and if till then they never had been at a loss for them, it gave strong reason to
suspect that the French were not so sanguine as they had been represented.

* This agrees well with his writing, “but how Lord Marischal is to be equipped is more than I know.”

After three days stay he acquainted me, that having found the arms he wanted, he intended to set
out that night, and at his desire | agreed to stay one day longer, and appointed to overtake him at
Brussells, where I accordingly found him, and from thence proceeded to Paris.

Bohaldy finding that | avoided to enter upon business, and talked only of the army and common
occurrences, took occasion to give himself airs of great consequence, insinuating a high opinion of
his abilities, and how much he was master of the Prince’s ear, with the uncommon favour he stood
in; and, imagining general hints might not be sufficient, descended to particular instances.

Amongst others he told me, with great gravity, that his Royal Highness could not endure to
travel alone, and as he chose his Company preferably to any other, he had ordered to have a
post-chaise made to hold them both, which he assured me was the very chaise we then rode in. He
then described the many extraordinary conveniences it had, with the new form of it, all which, he
said, he had contrived himself, and that the Prince was so highly taken with it that he would travel
in no other, nor allow him to use any other, but when his Highness had immediate occasion for it
himself.

Being tickled at my congratulating him upon the happiness of having so great a share of his
Master’s esteem, he proceeded to inform me how much he was respected and valued at the French
Court, and, to leave me no room to doubt, gave the following proof: That when he had agreed*
with the French ministry to go to Rome, and persuade the Prince to come into France, Monsieur
Amelot (then Secretary for foreign affairs) acquainted the King with his intended journey, who no
sooner heard his name mentioned, than he said, “Oh, Monsieur Malloch (the name he then went



by), I know him, that is Monsieur Macgregor; he must carry three or four domesticks along with
him, for it is dangerous at present to travel through Switzerland.”

* This was his own expression: and as | have observed before, a point of fact incumbent upon him to make good by better
authority than his own word.

Many more such stories were the subject of our conversation, but these two alone may be
sufficient to give an idea of my fellow-traveller’s accomplishments.

When we arrived at Paris, | went to Mr. MacDonald’s,”® the Banker, and as the Prince happened
to be there at the time, Bohaldy acquainted him with my arrival, and his Highness ordered [me] to
wait upon him next day at the great stables in the Tuilleries.

Mr. MacDonald being present, and surprized at my coming, came immediately to me, when,
amongst other things, he told me the Prince was as much surprized as he. At a loss to guess the
cause of this unexpected news, | could not help doubting what he said, and mentioned my having
wrote from London for a passport, and the conversation that had passed upon that head with
Bohaldy at Rotterdam; all which Mr. MacDonald assured me was absolutely false and without
foundation, for till two days before our arrival, that the Prince received a letter from Bohaldy,
telling there was a Gentleman from Scotland upon the road to wait on him, his Highness had never
heard one word of it, and even then he was not told who the person was, nay that after Bohaldy had
named me, and left the room, the Prince said he was at a loss to know who | was, but immediately
recollected to have seen me at Rome some years before.

Mr. MacDonald then enquired what.business Bohaldy had in Holland, alledging it could only be
to prevent my journey, and was curious to know what pretence he had used to the Prince for his
going thither. To which I answered, that he pretended to have come thither to buy arms; at which
Mr. MacDonald in great astonishment declared in a most solemn manner that Bohaldy had it so
little in his power to purchase arms that he had not credit for one Louis dore, nor money to defray
his expences upon the road till he lent it to him.

* Tho’ Bohaldy was guilty to the highest degree in this respect himself, yet he was ready to find fault with others who in the
least seemed to do so: for knowing that | had some time before sent the Prince a present of fine stockings by Mr. Smith of
Boulogne, who forwarded them without saying from whom they came, he exclaimed against Mr. Smith as having sent them as
his own present; and mentioned it to the Prince before me.

Though it may seem superfluous to make any remarks upon the gross and unheard-of falsity of his
story, or the unpardonable abuse of power which his character of Agent enabled him to practise, as
that is too glaring to escape the most careless observer; yet | hope to be forgiven for taking notice,
that there are few crimes of a blacker dye than to keep a Prince ignorant of the very men employed
in his service.* | can say without vanity, that upon every occasion | did my utmost to serve the
Royal Family to good purpose, with as much zeal and fidelity, and perhaps more activity than any
hitherto employed, but it is plain from his Highness’s recollection that he had heard nothing of my
being employed, either from Semple or Drummond.

In what manner Bohaldy reconciled his conscience to such proceeding is none of my business to

8 fEneas Macdonald, brother of Kinlochmoidart. His father was Ronald of Kinlochmoidart,
who fought at Killiecrankie and Sheriffmuir. His mother was the sister of Lochiel of the ‘45.
/Eneas lived in Paris till the French Revolution, when he was killed.



enquire: but it is plain beyond doubt, that this was putting it out of his Master’s power to reap
proper advantage from the zeal of his servants, and prevented him from shewing countenance to
such as were entitled to it, and might be a means of bringing the odium of the neglect upon him
though entirely innocent. It was assuming the merit of every thing to himself, and using the most
effectual means to prevent business being done to any purpose, as no man of spirit will risk life and
fortune with any chearfulness, when his Prince neither openly acknowledges his services, nor even
tacitly seems sensible of them: and this instance gives me strong reason to believe his Highness
was not” much better informed of others chiefly concerned, and that Bohaldy took little pains to
acquaint him with the merit and services of those who afterwards appeared for him: but | shall say
no more upon this particular, lest it should be thought that | resented it as a personal injury, which
| solemnly declare I never did; and only add that it was extremely lucky his forgery about the arms
was discovered, as it was an imposition of the most dangerous nature, making the Prince believe
his affairs were in a prosperous way, all necessary provisions being either made or making, and
had his Royal Highness given as much ear to him as he pretended, might probably have induced
him, upon the faith of these and such like assertions, to undertake an expedition before anything
was provided, the fallacy whereof might only have been discovered when it was too late either to
remedy it, or save his character with the world.

Next day when I had the honour to be presented,” Lord Setnple and Bohaldy were both present,
and as they officiously staid whilst the audience lasted, | shunned entering upon the business |
chiefly came upon. The Conversation turned upon the defeated embarkation and the causes of the
disappointment, which both Lord Semple and Bohaldy endeavoured to prove in the terms
contained in their letter to Lord Traquair, the absurdity of which was so glaring that | could not
refrain from shewing the Prince that the reasons assigned were not even specious, much less
probable: and when talking of the strength of the Highlands, which they had imprudently asserted
to be 20,000 men, I plainly told his Highness, that supposing the combined force of that country
amounted to that number, he was not to depend upon a body any ways near to what was mentioned,
and marked out to him the Chieftains principally to be relied upon, with the number of their
followers; at which, though the two ministers looked somewhat disconcerted, they nevertheless
continued to tread in their old steps by seeming to laugh at my ignorance, and boldly asserted the
truth of what they had advanced.

The Prince, being upon his feet, ready to quit the room, asked me if | had any thing further to
offer; to which I answered, that | had some things to lay before him, and begged to have the honour
of a private audience, to which he consented, and appointed next day at the same hour; at which the
two Gentlemen seemed struck on a heap but took no notice of their surprize to me, nor did | seem
to observe it.

Next morning when 1 was ready to go abroad, Bohaldy came to me, and proposed to accompany
me to the Stables, which I consented to, where having waited some time the Prince arrived, and
Bohaldy withdrew.

I then told his Royal Highness, that as | had affairs of consequence to lay before him, I did not
think proper to do it the day before; that | was come over with a full intent to keep nothing hid from
him; begged his Highness would allow me to speak my mind, and if | was wrong he would be
graciously pleased to interpret it as proceeding from my zeal and attachment to his interest without
any selfish views.

® Cf. Appendix, p. 427.



The Prince seemed a little surprized at so unexpected a mot